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12 BEST LIKED AIR ACTS 
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12 Best on the Air 





Eddie Cantor. 


r 


ingford.) 
Ed Wynn. 


Jack Pearl. 


Amos ’n’ Andy. 
(Pepsodent.) 


(Robert Burns cigar.) 
Jack Benny. 
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~ 


PP 


Chesterfield Program. 

(Ruth Etting, Boswell 
Shilkret’s orchestra.) 

Kate Smith. 

(La Palina Cigar.) 

Al Jolson. 


Myrt and Marge. 
(Wrigley’s.) 





(Chase.& Sanborn Goffee with Dave Rubinoff and Jas. 


(Texaco Fire Ghief, with Graham McNamee.) 


(Baron Munchausen with iucky Striee Hour.) 
Burns and Allen-Guy Lombardo Orchestra. 


{ (With Ted Weems and Mary Livingstone on Canada Dry) 
Rudy, Vallee-Fleischmann Yeast Hour. 

(With variety talent m.c.’d by Vallee.) 

: (Bernie Orchestra on Blue Ribbon Malt.) 


Sisters and 


(General Motors’ Chevrolet Program.) 


Welt- 


Nat 


Arthur Tracy with 








Schemers Trick Foreign Officials 
By. Posing as Travelog Producers 


Hollywood, Dec. 24. 

Using travelog production as a 
mask for other, and sometimes 
ghady, activities has become a fav- 
orite trick of adventurers and 
achemers. A camera, sun reflector 
and piece of paper that looks like 
a contract with some Hollywood 
company, provides an open sesame 
for so-called ‘film producers’ in far 
a@way spots. 

Schemes of these Hollywood 
Marco Polos are of the wildest sort. 
One of the craziest belongs to a 

ar vet who has frequently acted 

; technical advisor on films with 
amachine gun scenes. Vet thinks he 
kenows where some treasure is buried 
Mear the coast of South America, 
and he figures to trick officials and 
@iatives into permitting him entry 
to the spot on the theory he is 
looking for scenic wonders. 


’ Camera as Pass 


. Another knows the entrance to an 
ol Spanish mine in Mexico, re- 
puted to be filled with ore, and also 
a couple of chests of sapphires left 

y the Spaniards. He says he can 
reach the spot without interference 
with a camera along. 

Rum runner operating on the 
Southern California coast had a 
boy under contract, who accom- 
panied the ship as an actor. Deck 
ef the ship was strewn with film 
paraphernalia to fool the coast 
guard. Ship’s captain told every- 
ene he was making pictures along 
the Mexican coast. 

Proposed trip of the murdered 

‘apt. Walter Wanderwell had film 

aking as a come-on. 

"here are several companies in 

vilywood buying and distributing 

Travelogs which occasionally give 
Crkmeras and film to some of the 


Modern mariners on the chance 
they might bring back usable foot- 
age, 








DEBS RILE MODELS 


Finishing School Grads Grab Work- 
ing Girls’ Jobs 








Chicago, Dec. 24. 


Chief purpose of the recently or- 
ganized Models’ Union here is 
understood to be a peeve against 
the society debutantes who have 
been taking mannikin jobs in the 
swank boulevard shops. 

Professional models burn when 
some pampered daughter of the elite 
decides to ‘do something useful’ by 
taking a working girl's job. 


It’s claimed that over 30 members 
of the Junior League are employed 
at Saks Chicago branch as sales- 
women, models or otherwise. Per- 
sons not in on the know are floored 
when patronizing Saks by the state- 
ly poise and the authoritative man- 
ner of the Gold Coast duchesses on 
duty behind the counters. 


AL WOODS SAYS $1 
MELLERS CAN PAY 


A. H. Woods proposes to present 
a melodrama in 18 scenes and 40 
people in the cast at $1 top. He 
says such a set-up might revolu- 
tionize show business. 

If going tnrough it would paral- 
lel the times of 20 years ago when 
mellers at $1 were staged at the 
Academy of Music on 14th street. 
Woods explains it can he done in 
a theatre with about 1,300 seats. 

Show under consideration § is 
called ‘18,000 Strong’ by Samuel 
Shipman. Story has to do with the 
New York--police force. No high 
salarieg’ in the cast which includes 
a oan ot bit parts, 
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GANTOR 1ST WITH 
WYNN 20, PEARL 3 


‘Variety’ Again Obtains Its 
Own National Poli from 
150 Correspondents im as 
Many Towns—Wide Di- 
vergence of Popularity— 
Time Counts Heavily— 
Few Local Champs 


— — 


NO ALL-OVER FAVORITE 


ry 





Cantor, Wynn, Pearl, rate 1-2-3 
in ‘Variety’s national poll of the 
country’s air favorites. Cantor just 
noses out Wynn in the count. This 
is the more significant in view of 
Cantor’s comparatively recent re- 
turn as against Wynn’s consistency 
on the air since last spring. 

Amos ’n’ Andy, long the coun- 
try’s topnotchers as habitual tuner- 
inners, move down to No. 4. Burns 
and Allen-Guy Lombardo, on the 
same program, rate fifth; Benny, 
Vallee, Bernie, Chesterfield (Et- 
ting, Boswells and Tracy), Kate 
Smith, Jolson, and Myrt and Marge 
in that order. 

There seems no such thing as a 
universal air favorite. That is the 
leading fav in every town. The 

(Continued on page 32) 


BLUE DAYS 
REALLY BLUE! 


Boston, Dec. 24. 

Talk about the rigors of Massa- 
chusetts Blue Laws and Boston 
censorship, just get a load of this: 
Local research reveals that it was 
once against the law to observe 
Xmas. In 1659 the Colony wrote a 
verboten regulation, with penalty at 
five shillings for every offense. In 
1686, even the Gov. (Andros) 
wanted to obey his Anglican church 
conscience and observe, but the 
Colony forbade; and when he said 
he came as representative of the 
king, they refused to permit him 
use of any one of the Puritan 
houses of worship. The Gov. had 
his own observance, defying the 
Bostonians of that date by going to 
Town Hall, observing Xmas with a 
captain and a Redcoat to guard him 
as he did se 

Even in 1758 Puritans forbade use 
of spruce cr other evergreen for 
decorations, calling them ‘seditious 
badges.’ 

Boston was 200 years old before 
the Irish and German immigrants 
broke the old prejudices and made 
Christmas observances their own 
way, regardless of the’ Blue Laws. 
But the stage and screen censor- 
ship is still enforced in much the 











same spirit as it would have been | 
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Wiletach’s Choice 


Of the similies which Frank 
Wilstach, Hays publicist in the 
capacity of dictionarian, has 
picked for his 1932. edition, he 
considers one by Helen Row- 
land the best. This reads: 

‘A man’s heart is like a 
ferryboat—always going back 
and forth, and never docking 
anywhere for long.’ 














FOUR MORE DATES AND 


POUFF-OUT OF THE RED! 


Hollywood, Dec. 24. 
‘Main Stem,’ two-reel dramatic 
short made by Russell Birdwell, 
press agent at Radio, goes into the 


Filmarte (30) along with the Ger- 
man film ‘Comradeship.’ 

Picture cost $480 to make. Bird- 
well gets $100 for the Filmarte 
week. Four more bookings and the 
publicity man-producer is in the 
black, 


R. R.’s Would Lure Actors 
Back Away from Busses 


Chicago, Dec. 24. 











will issue scrip books. This figures 
out at 3,000 miles for $81 or some- 
thing like 2.7 cents per mile as 
against 3.6 cents, the straight rate. 

Another advaniage is that 300 
pounds of baggage can be checked 
on the mileage books. This is a 
railroad inducement to lure actors, 
and others, away from busses. 

Vaudeville acts nave done very 
little riding on trains this season. 
Most jumps are being made by bus 
or in one private auto carrying 
entire bill. 


WB Station Okes Xmas 
Plugs, Also Own Houses 


Hollywood, Dec. 24. 
Warner Bros. KFWB was the 
only So. California radio station to 
eliminate all plugs, commercial or 
otherwise, on Christmas day. 
Only speeches were yuletide 
greetings to the listeners, without 





theatres as a good place for Christ- 
mas cheer. 





Beards Go Now 


Golds and 


Jenie 
starring in the 
pany at the Prospect th 
Bronx, has decreed that there'll be 
no more characters with eards in 
any of her plays. 


lis oe st 


Vid 





Miss Goldstein figures the mod- 
ern era has reached even Yiddish 
theatre, 


neglecting to mention the Warner | 


Hope of Rockefeller Influence 
Fimally Pulling Down 6th Ave. 1’ 


+ 





The elevated in the vicinity of 
Radio City on 6th avenue is now 
adorned with silver paint. The el 
structure itself is likewise aesthetic- 
ally decorated in keeping with the 
artistic exterior of the Radio City 
theatres, the Music Hall and the 
Roxy. 

The pillars also are more ornate, 
as are the steps leading to the 50th 
street elevated railroad station, to 
be renamed Radio City. 

Ultimately, the Rockefeller infiu- 
ence, it ig said, may do away with 
the el structure along 6th avenue 
altogether. 

Realty investors have been hold- 
ing property in the vicinity 30 
years in the hopes of that happen- 
ing. With the removal of the 6th 
avenue el spur from 53d street to 
59th, it boomed property there con- 
siderably. Hearst, Brisbane and 
Marion Davies hold considerable 
parcels of property in that favored 
sector, 


ONLY HOUSE IN 
TOWN AND 








Starting Feb. 1 western railroads | 
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CLOSING 


Mercer, Pa., Dec. 24. 

Liberty theatre, for the past 2% 
years the sole amusement enter- 
prise operated in this county seat 
of Mercer county in the northe 
western part of the state, is about 
to close. House was opened about 
the time picture theatres started 
and pictures have formed the bulk 
of the entertainment for local play- 
goers. 

Now D. M. Rigby, manager, saya 
it is no longer possible to operate 
at a profit and will close until times 
get better. 

Town dves not have the usual 
handicap of being drawn from by 
a larger center. It’s just that the 
locals don't care so much for con- 
versational pictures, Rigby states. 


Cort, Loop Legit, All 
Set to. Become Garage 


Chicago, Dec. 24. 

U. J. ‘Sport’ Herrmann has okayed@ 
the drawing of blue prints to con- 
vert the Cort theatre into a Z-type 
parking garage. Work starts after 
the first of the year. 

Cort has been a legit house for 

bout 23 yeurs and for many years 
one of the most popular in Chicago. 
During past three years it has had 
only three shoestring attrace 


tions, all flops. 





or four 


‘Sport’ Jicrimann, prominent ia 
sports and politics, is now Potentate 
of Medinah Temple (Shrine) and 
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Bootlegging Yarus 





Souring Studios on Some Writers 


+: 


Hollywood. Dec. 24. 

Major studios are in arms against 
bootlegging of yarns by writers 
Fox and Metro claim that in several 
instances free lance writers have 
been called in on stories only to 
sell the ideas to another studio 
when they failed to meet the scribes’ 
terms. 

Studios also allege writers who 
have the reputation of turning out 
fast scrips when engaged on the 
so-much-per-picture contract, sol- 
dier on the job when engaged on a 
weekly basis and take from five to 
10 weeks to turn in a story. 

In connection with the bootleg- 
ging, one studio had a yarn in mind 
and called in a free lance writer 
who had a rep for turning out un- 
derworld stories. Idea was out- 
lined to him and he offered a num- 
ber of suggestions. When talking 
money, the writer asked a sum 
which the studio considered out of 
line. Several days later the studio 
called the writer but was unable to 
get him as he had gone to another 
lot to do a similar story. 

Bag With Studio 

With most of the major plants 
cutting down on their contract 
writer list, the stalling tendency 
has been increasing. Average free 
lance writer in addition to his ability 
as a story weaver is also tabbed as 
to the length of time he takes to 
whip a story into shape. Any num- 
ber can turn in a completed story 
in 10 days. Studios all claim that 
as soon as these scriveners get on 
a weekly salary basis they slow up. 
No effective method has been de- 
vised to get the writers to hit the 
ball, which leaves the studios hold- 
ing the bag. 


BOBBY NORTH FOLLOWS 
WANGER AT COLUMBIA 


Hollywood, Dec. 24, 

Robert North will replace Walter 
Wanger as executive associate pro- 
ducer at Columbia. Richard Schayer, 
who resigned his scenario post at 
Universal Thursday, also becomes 
a Columbia producer, 

Schayer quit eight weeks prior to 
the expiration of his U contract, 
with Dale Van Every taking over 
his post. 


More Jolson Retakes 


Al Jolson, who’s to go to the 
Coast for retakes on ‘Hallelujah, 
I'm a Bum,’ following some reviews 
and comments out there, immedi- 
ately went intu hiding in New York 
when the news leaked out. Even 
United Artists’ publicity depart- 
ment couldn’t locate him after a 
first search. 

Jolson was informed by Joe 
Schenck of the necessity for re- 
takes, it is said. Previously, Jolson 
was out there several additional 
weeks on retzkes which Lewis Mile- 
stone directed afier Chester Erskine 
had given wp. 
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U's 4 for Jan. 


Hollywood, Dec. 24. 
will go into work 
First will 


Four pictures 
at Universal in January. 


be ‘Out on Parole,’ which William 
Wyler starts megging Jan. 8. It’s 
a Tom Buckingham yarn with 


Spencer Tracy in the lead. 
‘Cohens and Kellys of 1933’ fol- 
lows Jan. 9, with George Sidney 
and Charlie Murray. 
Following are ‘Suicide 
which Edward Laemmle 
and ‘When the Time Comes,’ 
readied by William Anthony Mc- 
Guide, who will act as producer. 


PAR’S L. I. STUDIO MAY 
PASS IN DEAL—REOPEN 


Paramount is considering deals 
to reopen the Astoria, L. I. studio, 
closed for over a year. That was 
one’ of the first moves in the or- 
ganization’s subsequent retrench- 
ment program. 

Popularity .of industrial produc- 
tion in the east is one of the reasons 
for the consideration. In Paramount 
it is stated the company, itself, may 
operate the p!ant as a rental studio 
if none of the deals materialize. 
Most likely outside deal is that 
with ERPI which has already been 
in negotiation. Facilities at the 
electric’s Eastern Service Studio 
are reported too small to handle all 
the business which is coming into 
both electrics. In the same respect 
RCA Photophone is considering in- 
creasing its studio floor space at 
bth avenue headquarters. 


Extras Up Currently 


Hollywood, Dec. 24. 
Extra placements for week just 
finished totaled 5,198, bettering the 
previous week's 4,235. 


Club,’ 
directs, 

















Bartlett Bartered for 
Too Much; Story Cold 


Hollywood, Dec. 24. 

Deal for KBS to buy ‘The Big 
Brain,’ a story by Cy Bartlett, went 
cold when the author insisted on 
being co-director in addition. 

As Bartlett has not had directing 
experience, Sam Bischoff nixed the 
buy. 





Dave White Going 


Dave White, in charge of adver- 
tising and publicity for the Century 
Circuit, New York, is taking the 
fatal leap with Dorothy Player, so- 
ciety deb. 

Date for the hitch not set. 





DUNN-PIVAR SCRIPT 


Hollywood, Dec. 24. 
Winfred Dunn has returned to 
Universal, working on the script of 
‘My Old Lady,’ which will be first 
supervised picture by Maurice Pi-+ 
var, erstwhile head of the cutting 
department. 





SPRAGUE’S SINGLE-0 DATE 


Hollywood, Dec. 24. 
Chandler Sprague, who left Metro 
two weeks ago, is returning to that 
studio to write one original. 





Kohimar for Talent 
Freddie Kehlmar, assistant to Ar- 
thur Hornblow, Jr., g. m. for Sam 
Goldwyn, is in New York looking for 
talent and story material. 
Later on Hornblow will make his 
annual trip east. 





—_——_— 


SAILINGS 


Jan. 11 (New York to London), 
W. H. Mooring (Leviathan). 


Dec. 28 (New York to Berlin) 
Nora Gregor, Arthur Robinson 
(Europa). 

Dec, 28 (London to New York), 
Edward HBverett Horton (Bremen). 

Dec. 26 (Los Angeles to New 
York) Charles Rosenzweig (Santa 
Rose). 

Dec. 23 (London to New York), 





William Passpart (Albert Ballin). 





WILL MAHONEY 


This week, Orpheum theatre, Mil- 
waukee. 

Lloyd Lewis in the Chicago ‘Daily 
News’ said: ‘Will Mahoney, at the 


Palace this week, is great. He is 
an instinctive comedian, rough, 
brash, violent, but with a Celtic 


sureness of what constitutes humor. 
His act is so skillful in itself, so 
vigorously and unforcedly satirical 
of human nature that I will in the 
future go see him as many times 
as I have in the past.’ 


Direction 


RALPH G. FARNUM 
1560 Broadway 


FOX CATCHING UP ON 
STUDIO PRODUCTIONS 


Fox is catching up on production. 
Instead of having 11 pictures start- 
ing early in January, it will only 
have five. 


Those scheduled are ‘Pilgrimage,’ 
‘Department Store,’ ‘Road to Heav- 
en,’ ‘Zoo in Budapest,’ and ‘Pleasure 
Cruise.’ 


‘From Missouri,’ with George 
O’Brien, is called off indefinitely, 
as Fox has enough O’Brien pictures 
to last until next July. 


Other January pictures that will 
run over into February and March 
production are ‘Bad Boy,’ ‘Princess 
at Your Order,’ ‘His Majesty’s Car,’ 
‘House Refuge,’ and ‘Trick for 
Trick.’ 


Writer Beats Commish Suit 


Hollywood, Dec. 24. 

Arthur Brilant, writer, won a 
$900 suit brought by Max Cohen of 
Century Play Co. of New York, 
seeking commission on the sale of 
‘Strange Case of Clara Deane’ to 
Paramount. 

Brilant sold the story direct for 
$9,000. Century claimed 10% com- 
mission was due because it held an 
agenting contract to represent the 
writer. 

Ralph Blum and Harry Sokolov 
represented the defendant. 























Milestone’s New One 


Hollywood, Dec. 24, 
Lewis Milestone is negotiating a 
new contract with Joseph Schenck 
to remain on that lot on a new 
50-50 producing deal, with Schenck 
financing the pictures he will make. 
Deal was on when Metro called 

off its negotiations with Milestone. 








Shoestringers Barred From Met _ 


Lot in Drive for Live Tenants 





Gribble No Pay Commish 


Los Angeles, Dec. 24. 
Claiming to hold an _ exclusive 
management contract with Harry 


Wagstaff Gribble, Lew Cantor 
brought suit in Municipal court 
here against the writer-director for 
$2,000 alleged to be due as commis- 
sions earned but not paid. 

Cantor’s contract, signed a year 
ago, was for 10% of any salary 
Gribble would earn up to $1,000 a 
week, and 15% of all above that 
amount weekiy. 

David Dautoff filed the action for 
the agent, 


ONCE FAMOUS STUDIO 
TURNS INTO A STILL 


Norristown, Pa., Dec. 24. 


The old Lubin film studio near 
here, raided by detectives sus- 
picious of the sign, ‘Bi-products 
Chemical Co., Philadelphia,’ on the 
front, yielded an alcohol still valued 
at $25,000, it:is stated. Four men, 
three of Norristown and one of 
Philadelphia, were arrested. 

The plant could turn out over 
5,000 gallons of alcohol every 24 
hours. Six huge vats, each 7,500- 
gallon capacity, had been installed, 
with 10 smaller vats and four elec- 
tric pumps. 

The plant was at Betzwood, a 
name made famous in the film in- 
dustry by Lubin when he was en- 
gaged in scientific film experiments 
on a large and productive scale. It 
was not used often for studio pur- 


poses, 


SHERIFF’S NEGATIVE 


Niblo’s ‘Claim Ties Up _ English 
‘Blame Woman’ Over Here 

















Fred Niblo’s breach of contract 
claim against Cinema House, Ltd., 
British producing firm, has the 
American negative of ‘Blame the 
Woman’ under sheriff’s lock and 
key. Simultaneous with putting a 
levy on the negative, the director 
filed with the New York county 
clerk a notice of attachment for 
$25,250 against Cinema House. Ac- 
tion in both instances was taken 
through an assignee, Elizabeth A. 


Reilly, appointed by Niblo’s legal 
reps, Malevinsky, O’Brien and 
Driscoll. 


Amount named by Niblo is what 
he figures he would have earned 
had the English company gone 
through with the contract he claims 
it originally gave him. Document 
which imported him into England 
for the making of three pictures 
was broken, Niblo alleges, when 
Cinema let him out while he was 
working on the second production 
after completing ‘Blame the Wo- 
man,’ 

Before the sheriff took it over the 
‘Blame the Woman’ negative was 
in the possession of Principal Pic- 
tures Corp., Cinema’s distributor on 
this side. 





Bad Advice Cost Star Spot 





Eddie Dowling’s Film Recalled by Current 
Trial in Federal Court 





Had not Eddie Dowling torn up 
the one-picture contract he had 
with Sono-Art at the behest of the 
National Diversified Corp., whose 


officials are now on trial in federal 
courts on a _ stock-selling scheme 
among Catholic laymen, he might 
have become a Paramount star. 
This, on inside, was one of the pur- 
poses of the contract, when drawn, 
but Otto E. Goebel, now involved in 
the Diversified trouble, persuaded 
Dowling to tear it up and re-invest 
his profits from ‘Rainbow Man’ with 
the Goebel crowd. 

‘Rainbow Man,’ distributed 
through Par, grossed close to $900,- 
000 in the dombstic and foreign mar- 
kets. Dowling’s contract, as origi- 
nally written, called for a cash pay- 





ment of $15,000 plus his expenses to 





and from Hollywood, plus a straight 
25% of the zross from the picture 
after negative cost and Par’s dis- 
tribution percentage had been de- 
ducted. 

Terms would have given him not 
less than $150,000 free and clear 
above his premilinary money, and 
he would have been free to write his 
future contracts with Paramount 
direct, as had been planned by a 
personal friend of Dowling’s in 
framing the one-picture ‘Rainbow 
Man’ contract. 

Diversified, in selling stock to 
Catholics, held special showings of 
‘Rainbow Man’ and then took or- 
ders. On trial besides Goebel are 
Irene and Elizabeth Flautt, Jerome 
D. Klein, James F. Cassidy, R. J. 
Patterson, Franklyn Johnsen, John 
Elder and Bernard J. Flynn. 





_ ——E— 


Hollywood, Dec. 24. 

Increased number of film promot- 
ers seeking a studio address to aid 
them in obtaining financial backing 
has caused Metropolitan Studios, 
one of the large rental lots, to turn 
down all applications for space ex- 
cept those who have pictures set for 
production. 

In the past Metropolitan has been 
leasing office space, sometimes giv- 
ing it free, on the chance that the 
renters would later make pictures. 
Studio derives its chief income from 
rental of sets and equipment. Ma- 
jority of the hopefuls never start 
and cost of servicing their offices 
has been more than the rent re- 
ceived. 

New order to keep out the shoe- 
stringers went through with Met’s 
decision to make a strong bid for 
the indie rental business. W. R, 
Marshall, appointed gereral man- 
ager of Metropolitan in charge of 
rental and leasing by E. W. Ham- 
mons last week, relieves E. H. Al- 
len, Met’s g. m. on production, of 
handling the rental business. Har- 
old Lewis is outside contact on 
leasing. 

In the past two weeks Met turned 
down 18 requests for ojilice space 
because the applicants had no pice 
ture making in sight. 

Met is the second rei.tal lot to 
go choosey. Pathe previously de- 
cided to keep out all independents 
whose pictures were being made on 
small budgets. 


EXTRADITION CHARGES 
MAYBE VS. MARY NOLAN 


Minneapolis, Dec. 24. 

Unless she returns here to 
answer a charge of cashing a 
worthless $340 check at the Hotel 
Radisson, where she stayed during 
her one week guest-starring ‘ene 
gagement with the Bainbridge drae 
matic stock company at the Shu- 
bert, Mary Nelan, former film star 
now appearing in vaudeville, will 
face an additional charge of being 
a fugitive from justice, the county 
attorney’s office announces. 

Miss Nolan was arrested in New 
York on the bad check charge while 
making her vaudeville bow and was 
released on bail pending a hearing 
on Dec. 30. The county attorney’s 
office states, however, that it will 
ask Gov. Roosevelt to sign an ex- 
tradition warrant for her return 
here. 

Carl Olson, Hotel Radisson man- 
ager, who swore out the complaint 
against Miss Nolan, says the actress 
told him she was well acquainted 
with the president of the bank on 
which the check was drawn and 
that she promised to cover the 
amount if ineufficient funds were in 
the bank, immediately upon her are 
rival in New York. The check, 
drawn on ‘The Citizens’ Trust & 
Savings Bank, 73rd street branch, 
New York City, was. returned 
marked ‘no such bank,’ according 
to the complaint. 

She claims that she had offered 
the hotel a note to be redeemed 
upon her return to the east, but 
that it had been refused. She said 
she did not know upon what bank 
the check was drawn or its exact 
amount, but that she had intended 
to settle her hotel] bill as soon as 
finances permitted. It was her un- 
derstanding, she said, that the 
check was to be held in Minneap- 
olis until she reached New York 
and obtained employment. Her 
guest starring engagement with the 
Bainbridge dramatic stock company 
at the Shubert here netted her 
nothing, as she played on a percen- 
tage arrangement and the necessary 
figure was not reached. 





COAST PAR UB. ADDS 2 


Hollywood, Dec. 24. 
Paramount’s revamped publicity 
department has Sam Cohn and 


Ralph Huston added for unit work. 


Latter was sports writer on the 
Los Angeles ‘Times.’ 
Herbert Moulton and William 


Thomas have been transferred from 
publicity to advertising department 





headed by William Pine. Moulton 
will handle trailers. 
KBS’ Nagel Loan 
Hollywood, Dec. 24. 
KBS has borrowed Conrad Nagel 


from Metro for the lead in ‘Gambl- 
ing Soul,’ 
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the eastern charge and extradited. | treatment in New York. His next/to permit public broadcasts of the| shooting schedule on his next pic- | keepers, the studio's suggestion was 4 
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4 the breach. remaining away from studios for] presentation of bread coupons,| on ‘King’s Vacation.’ He says over- [ 


Refusal of Emanuel Cohen (Par- 
amount) to loan Charles Ruggles 
to Metro for a part in ‘Whistling in 
the Dark’ is understood to be re- 
sponsible fur the termination of the 
loaning agreement between the two 
studios. The break may extend to 
other studios with a general aboli- 
tion of the loaning pact. 


JAS. HALLS TOGETHER; 
MISS KENNEDY’S STORY 


New Orleans, Dec. 24. 

James Hall was arrested in Baton 
Rouge at the request of Connecticut 
authorities, who charged non-sup- 
port of his wife. He was released 
in $100 bail when revealing wires 
from her stating that she was 
dropping the suit. 

He was joined in New Orleans by 
Mrs. Hall, and their differences 
have been patched up after a sep- 
aration of several years. They 
were married in Sioux City, Ia., in 








1919. Lillian Guenther, 
Mrs. Hall said: ‘I am terriby| actress, now Janet Chandler, Fox | 4nces though Rogers has a broad-| abrogated on account of high pro- Hollywood, Dec. 24. 
sorry about the whole thing and|contractee, has filed a Superior | casting and television contract with| qguction costs, at which time Mix| Printers, engravers and station- 
We sepa-| court action for declaratory relief | NBC. Instead, Rogers leaves for @/,, nounced his screen retirement. ery stores yelled over picture peo- 


the future looks bright. 
rated after a disagreement. We 
were connected with different shows 
at the same time. We are going to 
stay in Louisiana until the charges 
have been disposed of.’ 
Co-starring with Mary Brian, 
Hall recently completed ‘Manhattan 
Tower,’ an indie picture. Follow- 
ing this he played a number of 
dates on the old Orpheum string. 
He booked the date in Baton Rouge 
himself, following his engagement 


here. I . agreement was had when RKO Exchanging of gifts in several de- 
The most recent development was Tollywood, Dec. 24. | asked members of the producers’| 8¢ven sirl dancers are up for Su- partments at Metro, Fox and Para- 5 
i Claudette Colbert will renew her ; perior court approval, girls getting f 
Hail’s rearrest on Friday (23) on] contract with Paramount at the old association to participate in its 66 kl a if tic Sad eee mount was voted down with those ft 
$66 weekly an CPrrOns Are P who usually gave presents, pooling 


the refusal of Connecticut authori- 
ties to drop the charge. 





Washed Up 
Hollywood, Dec. 24. 
Through her attorney, Jay Chot- 


non-support charges brought by his 
wife in Connecticut. Miss Kennedy 
gays she didn’t know that Hall was 
married during the four years they 
went together and only found out 
about it when he was arrested on 





AN AUTHOR’S SQUAWK, 
OR SOME OKE PUBLICITY 


Hollywood, Dec. 24. 

Claiming Metro emasculated his 
play, ‘The Son Daughter,’ written in 
1917, George Scarborough has 
started action in the U. S. District 
court here. 

The author asks for an injunc- 
tion against release of the picture, 
which stars Helen Hayes. 








it was the Eden Musee which 
was the point all out of town- 
ers must visit. To have come 
to New York without seeing 
the waxworks was to stamp 
one as the inexperienced trav- 
eler. Then Thompson & Dundy 
built the Hippodrome, and that 
became the high objective, 
eventually giving way to the 
Capitol for a couple of wears 
before the old Roxy became 
the one essential sighseer’s 
location. 

When economy slapped the 
big band, this ‘must’ business 
dropped away to nothingness, 
but Radio City may now be- 
come the one mandatory spot 
for the stranger within the 
gates. 


JANET CHANDLER SUES 
FOR AGENTS’ RELEASE 


Hollywood, Dec. 24. 
former child 














against the Collier and Flinn 
agency, asking for termination of 
her contract with them since it was 
signed when she was a minor and 
never ratified by court. 

Contract had three and one-half 
years to go. 


$14,000 for Colbert 








figure of $140,000 for 52 weeks. 
Deal went over with a rush when 
Metro not only refused to tilt the 
Paramount figure, but suggested a 
cut of $30,000 on the yearly salary. 





Keep Him Idle Full Year 


Hollywood, Dec. 24. 
Threatened with blindness in his 
right eye, Sidney Lanfield, Fox di- 
rector, will leave for two weeks’ 


at least a year. 





RAFT DUCKS FORMULA 


Hard Toward Finish in N. Y. to Get 
Him for Mag. Interviews 








George Raft is getting hard to 
handle, according to Paramount 
press authorities. He’s turning down 
interviews and picture placements 
with class magazines, they say. 
His attitude is reported as, ‘I'm 
getting tired of doing favors for 
magazines.’ 

When Raft comes east again, and 
he only left New York for Holly- 


Contracted Without Out- 
side Rights 





NBC INDIFFERENT 





Hollywood, Dec. 24, 


All major studios with the ex- 
ception of Kadio’s have verbally 


agreed to prohibit people under 
contract from broadcasting under 


any circumstances. Only excep- 
tions are Cantor, Jessel and the 


Marx Bros., who already hold air 
contracts. 


Although this verboten on radio 
has been in effect only about two 
weeks, several film players have 
lost film contracts through insist- 
ing upon their right to broadcast 
on their own. Buddy Rogers’ deal 
with Metro was all set as regards 
money, etc., when the matter of 
broadcasting and television came 
up. Studio refused to okay appear- 


four weeks’ tour of the Loew 
houses, opening the middle of Janu- 
ary, with dates at Cleveland, Cin- 
cinnati, Washington and New York. 
Jimmy Durante also wanted per- 
mission to broadcast inserted in his 
new Metro contract. Company 
turned it down on the grounds it 
did not want its players to compete 
with the theatres for public atten- 
tion. 

First knowledge of this airtight 


‘Hollywood on the Air’ program, 
with all companies refusing to co- 
operate. Radio and RKO will have 
to recruit its future programs from 
within its own ranks. 

It is reported that the agreement 
was made following word from the 


tion by studio employees broadcast- 
ing and holding the fans by the 
fireside. 

Producers are also complaining 
against the Warner shutting down 
of its Western theatre for two days 


similar to that recently given at 
the Shrine auditorium, which put a 
terrific dent in the business of other 
theatres. 





NBC Indifferent 

Radio Pictures being outside the 
verboten is because of its affiliation 
with the National Broacasting Com- 
pany through RKO. Chief execu- 
tives of the NBC in New York are 
aware of the picture folks’ antipa- 
thy to allowing the studio people to 
broadcast but apparently are in- 
different about it, 

Most of the fuss against stars 
broadcasting started with Metro 
(Loew's). First real clash on the 


Jack Dempsey is preening himself 
to crack back into pictures, evi- 
dently. In addition to spending 
considerable time in the exhibitor 
headquarters of the Motion Picture 
Theatre Owners of America, Demp- 
sey during the past week visited 
several producer offices. 

Among these was Paramount. 
Jack spent most of his time there 
conferring with George Palmer 
Putnam, head of the company’s 
eastern scenario department. 

Staff writers doubted if Demp- 
sey’s come-back will be as a writer. 


GIBSON IN TOM MIX’S 
SPOT ON U SCHEDULE 


Hollywood, Dec. 24. 

Universal is closing a deal for 
Hoot Gibson's return to that studio. 
Gibson will make six westerns for 
next year’s program, starting in 
April. 

Gibson replaces Tom Mix on the 
U schedule. Latter’s contract was 








Gibson worked on the U lot be- 
fore for nine years, seven of them 
as a U player. He left there two 
years ago to make his own indepen- 
dents. 


WB’s $66 Danseuses 


Hollywood, Dec. 24. 
Contracts between Warners and 








up going to $1,000 in seven years, 

They are Gertrude Wing, Shirley 
Malis, Edna Callaghan, Anna Ho- 
vey, Jayne Shadduck, Donna Rob- 
erts and Martha Wing. 





Intensive Shooting 


Hollywood, Dec. 24. 
George Arliss is requesting War- 
ners to eliminate Sunday work on 
his pictures and allow him a fair 


time hours do not permit him or 
other players to do their best work. 





5 FLYING WEST 


in Party—Fowler, Heyward, Co- 
vici and Pilots 








A flying party of five will take 
off for Hollywood Friday (30), three 
in the group having business in the 
picture colony. Passengers will be 
Gene Fowler, under 10 weeks’ con- 
tract to Paramount; Leland Hey- 
ward, agent, and Pascal Covici of 
Covici-Friede, publishers. The pilots 
are Capt. Al Williams and ‘Swanee’ 


With Cooper scheduled 
to appear Friday (23) for work, 
latter did not show up. Company 
was dismissed for the day. 

Cooper wanted a bonus of $25,- 
000 for the picture, Metro offering 
$13,000, with compromise reported 
at $20,000. Studio okayed the latter 
figure Thursday night, but under- 
stood did not want to establish a 
precedent doing this with borrow- 
ing people. 

Cooper did not report for work, 
stating he was confined to his bed 
with flu. Both Metro and Para- 
mount doctors examined him and 
agreed he was in no condition to 
work. However, Cooper insists that 
despite illness he will not do pic- 
ture unless he gets the $20,000 bonus. 


Stars Were Economical 
On Christmas Gifts; 
Hospitals, Poor Benefit 


day night. 








ple who this year discarded their 
usual 24-sheet Christmas and New 
Year greeting cards in favor of 
more economical and less flashy 
favors. 

Several hundred players and 
execs dropped the card idea en- 
tirely and contributed what they 
usually spent on cards to local hos- 
pitals, which in turn used ordinary 
postcards to convey the greetings 
second hand, and explaining why. 


what they intended to spend in a 
general fund and sending out bas- 
ket of groceries to the needy. 
While the Christmas spirit was 
evidenced throughout the film col- 
ony, it was considerably subdued. 


other high salaried studio people 
refrain from publicizing expensive 
gifts, feeling that at this time, due 
to the unemployment situation, it 
would be bad psychology. 


According to Hollywood §store- 





TALLULAH’S ‘IF’ DEAL; 
PIX WITH COAST PLAY 


Hollywood, Dec. 24, 

Henry Duffy is trying to get Tal- 
lulah Bankhead to come back to 
the Coast for his Los Angeles and 
San Francisco production of 
‘There’s Always Juliet’. 

Bankhead in New York signified 
willingness if her agents can work 
out simultaneous picture deal. 








Jack Pearl for MGM? 


° wood over the week-end, the boys/| point arose when Ralph Farnum,| Taylor. Metro has Jack Pearl slated for 
Stephenson in Person are going to educate him. If he is/ the agent, was contacted by NBC Fowler will work on a new/|/a series of pictures. Options go up 
During this week Henry Stephen- | Worse they won't bother with him|to secure Marie Dressler, Wallace| Chevalier picture story, untitled.| to four years. 


son will make personal appearances 
in connection with ‘Cynara’ at 


contenting interviewers with 
‘Mr. itaft does not 


at all, 
the information: 


Beery and Polly Moran, all Metro, 
for some aircasting. 


It will have a Parisian background. 
No plans for him concerning the 


Company had been dealing with 
the Dutch comedian ever since the 





Rivoli, New York. want to be interviewed.’ If he is in- After considerable discussion} film version of ‘The Great Magoo,’ | radio rep started building. 
Stephenson, in New York for some | clined to listen to reason they plan| back and forth between the Metro published in book form last week. oclhente mas 

time, plnyed the same role in the| to cite ‘horrible examples’ such as| studio people and Farnum, the mat-| Show opened and closed at the a . 

stage ‘Cynara’ he does in the film.|Some of his predecessors in the|ter finally came to a finish when| Selwyn, New York, in slightly more Coining June Vail 








constellation who got to the point 
thought they could live 





broad- 
casting by these stars came from 


straight orders forbidding 

















than one week. 


Ben Hecht and Fowler drew a 


Hollywood, Dec. 24. 





where they 
’ ie : a y , Fox is looking for a new nam 
MG WANTS LOWE, M’LAGLEN | without type New York. bad break in regards ‘Magoo’ which for x ope vTeneaie First atin wile 
{ Hollywood, Dec. 24. 4, °°. = they authored. In script form they be retained but latter will be 
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y W 90, witched to Vallor r Vail. 
Lowe and Victor McLaglen to co- Morehouse 5s rapper Early Press Date rights, Par and Universal both bid- "a Pe, eee 
» & star in ‘12 Miles Out.’ Deal will Ward Morehouse is writing an |} ding. Having contracted with Billy 
probably be closed this week, with| original for Universal. Suis tenes of Hake” went Rose to produce the show, the offers IRENE BROWNE LINGERS 
picture going into production late U asked the N. Y. ‘Sun’ columnist i. ad ue te the Ppa . could not be accepted. Because | Holiywood, Dec. 24. 
in January. to wrap a yarn around a male star, on Seaeniin (24) 7 oe ‘Magoo’ flivved on the stage, the | Irene Browne, brought from Eng- 
Pair have just completed ‘Heli to/| leaving the story and treatment to : . picture money dwindled to $22,500; land for Fox's ‘Cavalcade,’ stays om 
‘Great Desire’, 
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Comerford Reinstating Vaude 


In Some Former Publix Houses; 
Split Chains for Stage Shows? 


Decentralization of the big chains 
is going to prevent pictures from 
being the whole thing hereafter. An 
independent choice on policy, pro- 
gram and price will take care of 
that, it is indicated. Along with 
the understanding and appreciation 
of local conditions, demands, tastes, 
etc., decentralization brings about, 
other elements, including stage 
shows, will have an even chance. 

Already with individualized oper- 
ation, whether there are still any 
chain ties or not through §partner- 
ships and otherwise, it is evident 
vaudeville is going to fit more im- 
portantly into the picture. In the 
past it’s been held down by big 
operators in New York who slept, 


thought and lived pictures but 
nothing else. 

The Comerford chain in Pennsyl- 
vania, going into a Publix-Comer- 
ford partnership, marks one of the 
first moves toward a policy other 
than the straight picture diet pub- 
lic has fed on a long time. 

Starting Monday (26) five Comer- 
ford towns will go into combination 
policies. Capitol, Scranton, and 
Penn, Wilkes-Barre, will play full 
weeks with a stage band and four 
acts, while Strand, Hazleton; Cap- 
itol, Pottsville, and Strand, Wil- 
liamsport, Pa., will do last halves 
with three acts. Fally Markus will 
book the bills. 

Meant Nothing 


Walter Reade, getting his string 
back next summer, is also planning 
to go back to vaude. While using 
it right along: in Kingston, N. Y., 
whicr he retained when the other 
houses went to Publix, he never was 
able to induce Publix to give it 
proper experiment in the New Jer- 
sey towns. What Reade could do in 
Kingsion meant nothing to Publix. 

Down in the south and in New 
England, localized operation is also 
spelling something on the _ stage 
with pictures. In the Down East 
territory, notably Massachusetts, 
amateur shows and local talent are 
being played right along now. 

In the south, Kincey & Wilby, 
Publix partners with local auton- 
omy, are buying traveling stage at- 
tractions where picking them up 
conveniently, with results so far 
having been so_ successful that 
booking will be expanded. 

Independents without chain affil- 
jations are aiso contributing to a 
system of operation that is taking 
away from straight pictures the 
backing that policy formerly had. 
Many, with low-scale operations, 
are playing vaude around the coun- 
try in some form or other without 
regard to whether their opposition 
is doing the same or not. Or 
whether distributors resent the use 
of stage shows under percentage en- 
gagements. 

Besides giving operation to local 
men, acquainted with their field, 
decentralization makes stage shows 
or something else easier through 
elimination of home office overhead 
and charges which formerly pro- 
hibited anything but pictures. 


B’WAY FRONTS BACK 


Theatres Return Decoration They 
Were Once Obliged to Take Down 








On their own initiative, Broad- 
way picture theatres have gone 
back to the house fronts they were 
forced to eliminate when Joseph V. 
McKee took office and closing of 
burlesque joints on 42nd _ street 
warned of a sweeping cleanup. Sud- 
denly back are all the marquee 
hanging pieces, valances, banners, 
etc., that were ruled out and made 
most of the film houses look as bare 
as a stock manipulator’s bankbook. 

While no one in theatre or ad- 
vertising crcles will say so, hint is 
that fronts are coming back to 
where they were before in the 
thought that Mayor O’Brien, soon 
taking office, will not interfere. 

Contention of the showmen all 
along has been that eye-attracting 
fronts are as important to a thea- 
tre as displays, often gaudier, are to 
the restaurants, auction rooms and 
other places which have not been 
much molested 





FIGHT FOR PUBLICITY 


Radio City’s $40,000 Advance Cam- 
paign Got Edge—Sharp Competition 








Keenest competition in crashing 
Sunday papers on blurbs last week, 
the Broadway press agentry reports. 
This is due to pending opening of 
Radio City’s two theatres and the 
heavy advance on ‘Silver Dollar’ 
and ‘Rasputin.’ 

Radio City’s advance campaign in 
the newspapers runs to over $40,000. 
On ‘Dollar’ it was $15,300 and on 
‘Rasputin’ $17,000. This left it tough 
for the other houses and pictures 
in grabbing Sunday (25) as well as 
other space. 

Paramount and Capitol’s big 
Xmas shows, as well as ‘Cynara,’ 
on Rivoli premier Saturday (24), 
with lower advances, had to fight 
their hardest battle. 


BANKERS TIRE 
OF OUTSIDE 
EXECUTIVES 


Bankers are reported to have 
made it known to high picture con- 
tacts that they can’t see bringing 
men from the outside to the film in- 
side and they are hoping to fill big 
picture posts by people from within 
the business, 

The picture people, to whom 
these confidences have been made 
known, cannot think off-handedly 
who in the business today would be 
substantial enough to be burdened 
with the leadership of companies, 
especially one, already’ suffering 
from frequent changes in manage- 
ment. 

Meantime, with the rise of S. R. 
Kent to Fox prexy in mind, current 
manpower in the upper strata is 
getting a careful combing. It would 
not be surprising to these contacts 
if an elevation similar to Kent’s 
were made from the ranks by bank- 
ers within the next few weeks. 

The old idea of outside econom- 
ists teaching the business how to 
balance its books has been demon- 
strated, it is conceded, by the se- 
ries of flops inside of men who were 
established as high powered out- 
side. 











New Roxy’s Scales 


Admission scale at the New 
Roxy in Radio City which opens 
Thursday (29), will run to $1.65 top. 
Top price is for the first mezzanine, 
House seats 3,700. 

The Music Hall, block away, 
which opens Tuésday (27), will be 
$2.50 top. 

Full scale for the RKO Roxy fol- 
lows: : 

Week days—Opening, until 1 p.m., 
35-$1.10. 1 p.m. to 6 p.m., 72-$1.10. 
6 p.m. to closing, 83-94-$1.65. Mid- 
nite picture, 55. 

Saturdays—Opening, until 1 p.m., 
35-$1.65. 1 p.m. to 6p.m., 83-$1.10- 
$1.65. 6 p.m. to closing, 83-$1.10- 
$1.65. Midnight picture, 83-$1.65. 

Sundays and Holidays—Opening, 








until 1 p.m., 55-$1.65. 1 p.m, to 
closing, 83-$1.10-$1.65. 
MAYFAIR SPLIT WEEK 





RKOQO’s B’way House Gets Like 


Naborhoods 





Palace, Broadway, will have Uni- 
versal’s ‘The Mummy’ for the first 
run showing, when the house re- 
turns to vaude and pictures, Wed- 
nesday (4). 

On the same day, the Mayfair, 
other RKO house on the Main 
Stem goes to a split-week film pol- 
icy same as the RKO neighbs like 
the Coliseum, Kenmore and Flush- 
ing. 

Following showing of ‘The Mum- 
my’ the Palace will go to second- 
run product, with usual combo 





vaude 





New Winter Garden Deal? 


If a new deal on the Winter Gar- 
den, New York, can be drawn with 
the Shuberts, Warner Bros. may 
retain the house, they say despite 
WB has the Hollywood and Strand 
yn Broadwav as first runs, with a 
leftover in the Warner, second run. 

Under the original lease WB can 
step out of the Garden Jan. 17. 

During the week the company put 
in a feeler with the Shuberts on a 
new deal, which it is promised 
would have to be at a substantially 
reduced rental. 


Harry Katz’ Deal for 
17 Publix Houses in 
Mid-West Falls Down 


Deal of Harry Katz to acquire 17 
houses in Indiana from Publix has 
been called off due to inability to 
agree on terms. AS a result, with 
Katz having resigned from Publix, 
the Indiana-Illinois-Kentucky-Ohio 
group which he had been operating 
from the home office now goes under 
the jurisdiction of John Balaban. 
This move gives Balaban direc- 
tion and supervision over the lar- 
gest group of Publix houses that re- 
main under its operating banner. 
Right along Balaban has been han- 
dling B. & K., Detroit, Toledo and 
the Famous Players Canadian chain. 
Setup under Balaban so far as 
Indiana and Illinois is concerned 
will remain substantially the same, 
with J. J. Rubens in Chi over Il- 
linois and Henry Stickelmaier over 
Indiana. The dozen houses in Ken- 
tucky and Ohio tie in with Indiana 
and always have. 

Harry Katz personally has a mi- 
nority interest of 25% in the 17 In- 
diana theatres he wanted to take 
over. Whether or not he will sell 
this interest to Publix isn’t indi- 
cated. 











Halperin Resigns 
On transfer of the Ind-Il group 
to Balaban, Alex Halperin, film 


‘buyer at the home office for this 


setup, resigned effective Saturday 
(24). He is a nephew of the Katz 
brothers. Buying for the Great 
States (Ill) and Fitzpatrick-McEl- 
roy (Ind) divisions will henceforth 
be from Chicago. 

Harry Katz is making headquar- 
ters with his brother Sam in lat- 





May Take English Films 


Radio is dickering for the Ameri- 
can rights to ‘Sleepless Nights’ and 
‘Lord Camber’s Ladies,’ both Brit- 
ish International films. 

‘Ladies’ is from a Benn Levy yarn 
and has Benita Hume and Gertrude 
Lawrence in the cast. Miss Hume 
was just taken by Metro for picture 
work in Hollywood. 


Wants Pawley to Pay 


Los Angeles, Dec. 24. 

Charging that William Pawley 
never paid the commission due for 
his year’s contract at Fox, Jenie 
Jacobs has brecught suit in Munici- 
pal court against the actor for 
$1,040. Sum is 10% of Pawiey’s 
salary of $200 a week. 

Ralph Blum and Harry Sokolov 
represent Miss Jacobs, a New York 
agent, 











ter’s Hecksher office building suite. |. 





10-25c Operators Don t Grab al 
Any Theatre Offered—Must Figure 


Heat-Light—Staff for 


PUBLIX OUT OF MoVICKERS| 





Publix Has $1,500,000 Equity 
Property—B&K Operator 


in 





Chicago, Dec. 24. 

Balaban and Katz will step out 
of McVickers Dec. 21. At that time 
its sub-lease from Paramount-Pub- 
lix expires. 

Publix has paid $1,500,000 to 
Jones Linick and Schaeffer on the 
original purchase price of $3,000,000. 
No official notification has been 
served from New York on Jones, 
Linick and Schaeffer as to Para- 
mount’s intentions. If the house is 
allowed to revert to the owners ex- 
isting equity is, of course, wiped 
out, 

Next payment to Jones Linick 
and Schaeffer is not due for two 
years under a concession granted 
by the Chicago firm a few months 
ago, 


PA. DEMOCRATS 
VOTING FOR 
‘SUNDAYS 


Easton, Pa., Dec. 24. 

All of the 60 Democratic members 
of the Pennsylvania House of As- 
sembly are pledged to support the 
repeal of the more than 100-year- 
old blue laws and allow sports and 
pictures on Sundays. 

This question is expected to be 
brought up at the next session of 
the iegislature at Harrisburg in 
January: 

‘The two managers of Oil City who 








were fined for keeping their theatres | 


open on Sunday reopened the fol- 
lowing Sunday and were ready to 
pay another fine. A petition, signed 
by several hundred citizens opposed 
to Sunday films, has been secured 
by ministers. Theatre managers 
started to circulate a petition of 
their own, convinced that more peo- 
ple favor Sunday pictures than are 
against them. The managers intend 
to keep their theatres open Sundays 
during the season, 


B&K’s Kid Shows 


Chicago, Dec. 24. 

John Balaban has revived special 
holiday shows for kids in the B&K 
houses after a lapse of four years. 
Formerly they were big annual 
splurges. 

Chicago, Tivoli and Uptown shows 
built for this single week. Will Har- 
ris staged the Chicago theatre 
presentation with Muriel Abbott 
girls. Ralph Bunker and the Kur- 
necker kiddies are the Uptown 
combo, while the Tivoli has Harry 
yourfain and Ethel Morgan young- 
sters. 











Decentralization’s Benefits 





Commencing to Be Noted by Publix—Me.: 
in Field Feel Secure 





Better harmony in dealings by 
theatres, removal of the chain 
stigma in small towns where any- 
thing chainish was poison and sav- 
ing in overhead at the home office 
are the principal benefits noted so 
far in decentralization of Publix, 
it is stated. 

Men in the field, operating the 
theatres under thelr own noses and 
without home office reins on them, 
are expressing themselves as gen- 
erally more satisfied with their jobs 
and opportunities. All seem to bear 


the feeling that better results are 
certain to obtain in many direc- 
tions, 


The big test on field as against 
b. o. operation will come next sum- 
mer when film and labor deals for 
the new season are inaugurated. 








These deals will represent the 
showdown one way or another, it 
is insisted on film buying-operating 
authority. 
Easier Trading 

Buying will be more direct with 
exchanges and their representatives. 
In a few instances this year home 
office film buyers themselves closed 
deals in the fleld while on trips, 
getting better contracts than if 
they had written them in New York 
with h. o. distributor reps. 

Question of rent reductions also 
figures. Belief is that with the 
management in the field, closer to 
the landlords, many rent readjust- 
ments will be maneuvered if for no 
other reason than that the land- 
lords will feel they are dealing more 
with individuals than with a chain. 








Big House 


The 10c and 25¢ operators are 
getting offers of theatres from the 
chains that have had their fill of 
operation. Notable is the approach 
made by Loew's with a view to gete 
ting rid of the Allen, Cleveland, 
House is among several recently 
offered to Cooper & Carroll, Ohio 
10c independents, who now have 
the Hippodrome, New York, under 
a 25c¢ policy. 

The Majestic, Chicago, was also 
up for lease to the Cooper & Car. 
rol] combination, if latter wanted 
it, as well as properties in St. Louis 
and other spots. Along with offers of 
several houses in New York for no 
more than a 25c top, C. & C. turned 
all down. 

Some of the approaches have 
carried with them flattering percene 
tage of the gross propositions to 
assume operation. 

William Carroll, one of the parts» 
ners now in New York giving his 
personal attention with Cecil B. 
Maberry to the Hip, in speaking of 
Cleveland, said he  wouldn’t even 
take the Paiace (RKO) if it wag 
given to him as a present. That’s 
the best house out there. 


Heat and Light 


The Roxy does not interest the 
C. & C. chain partnership, even if 
it might have possibilities at a, say, 
35c seale. It would cost too much 
to heat, light and staff, in the opin- 
ion of Carroll, who has found thig 
one of the problems at the capa- 
cious Hip. 

It is costing over $400 to warm 
up the Hip and $100 weekly on 
lights. Despite these large items, 
the overhead has been brought 
down to aro:ind $8,000. House, with- 
out second halcony, which may be 
closed, is capable of doing $20,000 
at capacity. Last Sunday (18), dee 
spite the weather, it did $2,000 with 
the pre-Xmas period for the 25- 
center amounting to a decline of 
only 23% as against 50% and more 
for the Broadway houses. 

Three Weekly Changes 

On Jan. 7 three instead of four 

changes of program weekly will be- 
come effective. Instead of the new 
show for Sunday only as at present, 
changes will probably be Sunday, 
Wednesday and Friday. 
_ Maberry, managing director for 
C. & C. with a piece in the Hip proj- 
ect, is trying to build up a family 
trade for the house. Through Alec 
Moss, his assistant, the special 
party angle, among other things, is 
being worked. 

Believing the picture or its age 
doesn’t mean so much, Maberry is 
selling the show, including the 
stage end, and the price mostly. 


Receiver Asks Accounting 


Los Angeles, Dec. 24. 


Seeking an accounting of profits 
and payment on two notes totaling 
$1,500, Irving Trust Co. of New 
York, as receiver for the bankrupt 
Peerless Productions, filed suit in 
Superior Court here against Pacific 
Coast Exchanges, now known as 











Allied. 
Through its attorney, Philip 
Cohn, the trust company alleges 


that distributor has refused to pay 
the notes and has failed to give an 
accounting for moneys received un- 
der a contract to handle four Peer- 
less pictures during 1932. 


COSMETICS IN MACHINES 


Ite N. Y. 








RKO Placing Them in 


Theatres 





Afier 102 years ag the world's 
foremost express company, the 
American Express, through its New 
York subsidiary, Railway Express, 
is taking on a _ sideline—vending 
machines. 

The machines sell cosmetics and 
are intended for theatres. 

First circuit to take them is RKO, 
which is installing them in its New 
York theatres. RKO gets 25% of 
the take. 


RAMBEAU IN ROGERS’ PIC 
Hollywood, Dec. 24. 
Marjorie Rambeau is here for 
Charles Rogers’ ‘Strictky Personal,’ 
Paramount release, 
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New Stuff in Jaydee’s Monolog 





Mr. Wilkame’ Loyalty to His Board of 
Directors Must Go Unquestioned 





Although Firet Choice Pictures 
has been a corporation with New 
York offices since last summer Jay- 
dee Williams, pioneer picture pro- 
moter, still can’t answer questions 
for publication. In all the years he 
has rambled in and out of the busi- 
ness Jaydee, however, has finally hit 
upon one of the best reasons yet 
presented in the business for dodg- 
ing pointed questions, It’s this: 

‘I can’t talk without the consent 
of my board of directors.’ 

The natural follow-up to this is: 
‘Well, who are your directors?’ 

To which Jaydee again gives: 


‘None of my boys want publicity. 
I can’t give their names without 
their consent.” 

And the rejoinedr: 

‘How about getting their con- 
gent?’ 

‘It isn’t time yet.’ 

‘When will it be time?’ 

‘It ought to be soon now.’ 

‘What do you consider “soon”? 

I can't say.’ 


Stil Trying 


Along another tack: 

‘Have you got the money?’ 

And to this comes the one and 
only affirmative reply, ‘Yes.’ 

‘Who are the bankers?’ 

‘I am not at liberty to tell.’ 

Comes a pass with some conver- 
eation about Sam Katz being 
among the original First National 
franchise and the question: 

‘Is Sam Katz a First Choice di- 
rector?’ 

‘Sam Katz is a bright boy. I like 
Sam.’ 

‘Is Sam Katz on your board of 
directors?’ 

‘Iam not at liberty to say who is 
on the board of directors.’ 


Still Mum 


‘Well, Katz is or isn’t—which is 
it?’ 

‘I cannot say.’ 

‘How many theatre have you lined 
wp for your product?’ 

‘I can't say. I promise to give 
your paper first break on the story. 
It will be one of the biggest that 
your paper has ever published. Say, 
when do you go to press? Well, 
I'll keep that in mind. I like your 
Paper because it has real circula- 
tion. Keep in touch with me and 
rll let you know all developments 
at the right time.’ 

‘What paper am I with?’ 

‘I can't say,’ replies Jaydee. 

‘Why?’ persists ‘Variety's’ 
porter, 

‘I'm not at liberty to talk in the 
absence of the board.’ 


COPYRIGHTS OF ’31-32 
SHOW FEATURE DROP 


Report of the Copyright office 
shows that in the last fiscal year 
(which ended June 30) 800 motion 
picture photoplays were entered for 
copyright as against 940 the pre- 
vious year and 890 in 29-30. There 
were 1,087 in 28-29 and 1,288 the 
previous year. 

There were 739 pictures not pho- 
toplays registered the last period 
as .against 986 the year before, when 
the entries topped the feature 
Stories. 


re- 











HAYS’ ‘GESTURE’ 


Schenck Sapolioning ‘Shanghai’ for 
100% O.K. 








Hollywood, Dec. 24. 

‘Shanghai Gesture’ will be made 
by Joseph M. Schenck for United 
Artists release. 

New treatment of story is being 
worked out that will not be ob- 
jectionable to Hays office which 
had previously banned play’s screen 
Production, 








Dave the Believer 


Dave Hochreich, erstwhile 
indie producer, doesn’t regard 
as a bit of buffoonery his ap- 
pointment as a Kentucky Colo- 
nel. He nas promised Gover- 
nor Lafoon to be among those 





present in full regalia at 
the Roosevelt inaugural cere- 
monies. 


There are a number of oth- 
ers who have received a simi- 
lar colonelship in the past few 
months, but of those Hochrefch 
may be the only marcher for 
the film industry. 


MAYBE SECRET 
OF OPERATION 
IN THIS 


When taking over Sidney Cohen's 
Empire theatre at 161st street and 
Westchester avenue, the Bronx, two 
weeks ago, RKO installed B. J. 
Hines, an efficiency expert, as house 


manager. In the first week under 
RKO and Hines’ operation the 
Bronx vaudefilmer which made §$2,- 
000,000 in 18 years and never had 
a losing week, dropped 35% below 
average in gross and lost $198 on 
the week. 

Hines was taken out after the 
opening week and replaced with 
Dave Sussman, who managed the 
Empire under Cohen. RKO told 
him to run the theatre as he saw 
fit. With Sussman back the Em- 
pire in its second RKO-ownership 
week, which was last week, turned 
in a profit of $3,000. 


KAHANE-SELZNICK ARE 
CONFERRING ON STUDIO 


Hollywood, Dec. 24. 


Dave Selznick’s status with RKO 
remains unsettled. From present 
indications his connections with 
RKO won't be ironed out for sev- 
eral days. Any proposition he and 
B. B. Kahane might reach will have 
to get New York confirmation, with 
the chances of any announcement 
not forthcoming on the matter he- 
fore Tuesday (27). 

So far as known Selznick hasn't 
withdrawn his resignation. Ad- 
vices from the east point to some 
resentment by the New York heads 
over the manner in which Selznick’s 
intention to quit was handled by 
himself. The resignation announce- 
ment was printed before the New 
York heads were appraised. 

Ben Kahane and Selznick con- 
ferred all day, Friday (23). Kahane 
outlined to Selznick the company’s 
new production plans, according to 
report, as a prelim to negotiating 
with Selznick on any future stu- 
dio conncetion for Selznick himself. 

It is expected that the confabs 
will run over the weekend and if 
any proposition is worked out be- 
tween the two, New York will get 
it first. 

If and when confirmation is had 
it is expected Kahane also will an- 
nounce the future production pol- 
icy of RKO. This isn’t looked to 
be announced until the middle of 
the week. 























Franklin on Coast 


Hollywood, Dec. 24. 
Harold B. Franklin, who stopped 
off at Grand Canyon and is mo- 
toring here with his son Elbert, ar- 
rived Saturday (24) and leaves for 
New York Dec. 27, 








GETT 


ING CLOSER 





KENT-SCHENGK 
“IN CO-OPERATION 


Suggestion for Conference 
Made at Loew’s Board 
Meeting — Nothing Posi- 
tive as to Course—Heads 
Will Decide 


NO IMMEDIATE CHANGE 





At Loew’s meeting of ite board of 
directors earlier this month, the 
suggestion was made that Nick 
Schenck, Loew president, get into 
communication with Sidney Kent, 
president of Fox, with a view of a 
closer operating association between 
the two companies. The suggestion 
is reported to have been made by 
the Loew board member represent- 
ing the Film Securities Company 
which holds for the benefit of the 
Fox company bankers the common 
stock contro! of Loew’s, Inc. 


It is said that a similar sugges- 
tion has been received by Kent from 
the Fox board with the likelihood 
that Kent and Schenck will start a 
series of conferences in January. 

It is net anticipated that the Fox 
control of Loew’s will force the two 
companies together or that what- 
ever understanding is arrived at 
will mean any immediate changes 
on either side. The objective as 
meagrely reported is for a co-oper- 
ation by the two companies after 
an intimate understanding. 

There was no extended conversa- 
tion at the Loew board meeting 
when the suggestion for Schenck to 
see Kent was made. It seemed to 
come about in a matter of fact man- 
ner from the report of it, with no 
details outlined as to any proced- 
ure by either or both Fox and Loew 
after reaching a mutual business 
agreement. 

From 70 to 18 


Possibility of a Fox-Loew merge 
often has been bruited around, ever 
since William Fox bought 666,000 
shares of Loew stock for around 
$70,000,000. The stock was bought 
for Fox Films. Its present market 
value is around $13,000,000, but it is 
the control stock of Loew’s. 

It is claimed there is no present 
intention of linking up Loew and 
Fox with the respective heads of the 
two companies to agree upon their 
own working plans along the co- 
operation lines they decide upon. 

Fox and Loew each operate its 
own studios in Hollywood. Loew is 
also a theatre operator on its own. 
Fox theatres are at present under 
operation by the Skouras brothers. 
Fox West Coast theatre chain is a 
part of the Fox theatres currently 
under the Sxouras direction. 


Publix Main Divisions 
To Walsh and Schneider 


The United States territory will 
be split between George Walsh and 
Louis E. Schneider under Sam 
Dembow for Publix theatre direc- 
tion. 

Schneider is in charge of opera- 
tions for the western half of the 
country. 

Walsh will handle the rest, ex- 
cepting New York, which will re- 
main under Borros Morros. 


Alex. Halperm with WB 


Alex Halperin, Publix film buyer 
for many years, and a nephew of 
Sam and Harry Katz, is joining 
Warner Bros. Jan. 1 as that chain's 
buyer-booker in the Chicago terri- 
tory. Halperin originally came out 
of. Chicago exchange ranks. 

He resigned Saturday (24) from 
Publix as that company’s film buyer 














for the Indiana-Illinois-Kentucky-. 


Ohio divisions which Harry Katz 
has supervised for years out of New 
York, 
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With Some of Par's 





Junior Exees’ Chance 





Paramount heads deny their 
organization is suffering from 
a shortage of manpower due to 
the many resignations and let- 
outs of 1932. 


There are plenty of junior 
executives in the company to- 


face 1933 and thereafter. 


DE MILLE GOES 
PERSONAL 
EXPLOITER 


The time has come when pro- 
ducers of individual pictures, espe- 
cially of the roadshow category, 
will take to the road themselves to 
afford the box office whatever bene- 
fit their personal pressure’ will 
bring, if Cecil B. DeMille’s current 
advance capcity is any criterion. 

The maker of the industry's out- 
standing spectacles has now mapped 
out for himself an itinerary of towns 
where ‘Sign of the Cross’ is booked. 
DeMille is going through the regu- 
lar routine pursued by every good 
representative. He is meeting the 
mayors, granting interviews to lo- 
cal scribes and becoming as demo- 
cratic as possible. 

The first trip to Boston was re- 
garded in the trade as just a ‘look- 
in.’ But after DeMille repeated 
this performance in Philadelphia it 
was admitted the producer had 
scheduled at least six more ‘Cross’ 
towns before ending his exploitation 
campaign. 


Misc. 15¢ Worth 


Detroit, Dec. 24. 


To add to the other grief a semi- 
pro basketball outfit is running 
games in the Naval Armory here 
for 15¢ admish. 

After the game a dance and some 
acts of vaude also. 























Sam Katz Quiet Until 
After Holidays Anyway 


Unlikely that Sam Katz will lay 
any plans on operation of theatres 
of his own cr in any other picture 
direction until after the holidays. 
With so many rumors flying around 
about him, his favorite question is: 
‘Who am I working for? 

Negotiation of a settlement of the 
Katz contract by Paramount is 
proceeding slowly, due, in part, to 
press of many other matters with 
Par just now. 

While it is known transfer of 
some Publix theatres to Katz in line 
with a settlement has been consid- 
ered, it cannot be determined now 
whether this will eventually figure. 





A 5c SCALE 


Tacoma House Freaking Admission 
Through Ad in Shopping Guide 








Tacoma, Mec. 24. 


New Rose theatre, small nabe but 
located pretty well downtown, an- 
nounces 5 cent admission for two 
feature talkers. Sore shorts go 
along. The 5c admish through two- 
and-one ad in shopping guide. 

Other theatre manager bawling 
this is a fine way to enter into the 
Yuletide, but suggests it might be 
better for the Rose to give the cus- 
tomers a part of the theatre bu‘ld- 
ing or a seat to take home as a 





souvenir after the show. 


De Luxers Out, 


Chain Would Stand ‘Black’ Chance 


Some of the Publix deluxers may 
be disposed of, if and when. An- 
xious to divorce itself from a num- 
ber of the big seaters in various 
parts of the country in the thought 


the rest of the circuit would then 
have a chance to ride along in the 
black, the Paramount chain is 
ready to talk business, 


day, as there were when ex- Such houses as the Minnesota, 
execs were in power, they Minneapolis, long closed, the Para- 
state. The company admits it mount, Toledec (one of America’s 
is counting upon its juniors to 4} poorest show towns), Paramount, 


Los Angeles, and others, are men- 
tioned in line with sale, lease, part- 
nership or whatever can be ar- 
ranged. 

So far, according to Par execu- 
tives, no deals are on for disposi- 
tion of any deluxer, but any one 
who's interested in starting any- 
thing would probably find them- 
selves welcome at Par headquar- 
ters. 

In some of the country's keys, 
notably Chicago and Detroit, Pub- 
lix is badly overtheatred. These 
cities have always presented buy- 
ing and operating problems. One 
or two houses in each would be 
gladly missed by Publix. Another 
possibility on deals, if any, is the 
Paramount, Brooklyn, a community 
that’s also overseated. 

Advisability of getting rid of cer- 
tain deluxers is suggested strongly 
by the results in Minneapolis since 
Publix closed down its big Minne- 
sota in that key, making the State 
the first run first choice on film 
and the Lyric the second choice. 
When the Minnesota operated none 
of the Publix Minneapolis houses 
was in the black, but since it closed 
all have been making money. 
That’s why Publix decided to keep 
the Minnesota dark through this 
season, 


FEMME DICK IN 
BOSTON-LISTEN! 


Boston, Dec, 24. 

A petite femme Pink, doing an in- 
side job of Publix, gives Boston's 
Rialto and the public generally all 
the thrills of a real life thriller. 
Out of her sleuthing has come de- 
velopments that have given Pub- 
lix a case of earthquake tremens 
from top to bottom. 

Said lass, natty and fetching, 
came from New York armed with 
a letter recommending her strongly 
for a job in the Met organization. 
She got it, used her eyes and ears 
over a period of weeks, turned in 
her report—and then the fireworks. 
On the spot two assistant man- 
agers, treasurer and 10 underlings 
were fired; and Edward A. Zorn, 
Boston district manager, Henry 
Taylor, managing director of the 
house, and Ben Rosenberg, his first 
assistant, were called on the car- 
pet by headquarters. 

Seems that the femme dick 
found goings-on contrary to the 
rules. The details were made a 
matter of mystery, but they were 
important enough to get a great 
stir out of the New York office. 

Advent of the femme pink was 
a subject of pro and con argument; 
it’s the first time this trick has been 
pulled here in many a year. 

For Eddie Zorn there was noth- 
ing but sympathy everywhere; for 
Zorn is not only a 100% efficient 
executive, but has the good will of 
those under him, newspaper men, 
and all others who contact with 
him. 

As a result of the femme’s reve- 
lations the following changes are 
effective Friday (30): Edward Z, 
Zorn, Boston district manager to 
manage Met; Henry Taylor, from 
Met to manage Paramount, replace 











ing George Laby who takes Fen- 
way, replacing Jerome Harrison 
who takes Uptown. From Uptowsg 
Al Fowler goes to manage Parae- 
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Prices Only Moderately Higher 


—— ee ee 


Holiday Covering Help to Loew; 
Week Ends in Dull Session With 





By Al Greason 

Week ended in a typical day- 
before-Christmas stock market, 
with many of the floor traders, who 
have been raaking the market, ab- 
sent and volume scarcely 300,000 
shares. 

Prices were slightly higher, es- 
pecially in those issues that have 
a large short interest, but there was 
no general disposition to do urgent 
covering over the two-day recess. 
Suggestion of the quality of trading 
was that the general short account 
has been over-estimated. A double 
holiday following nearly 10 days of 
steady decline, should have inspired 
more vigorous evening up by the 
bears just to be on the safe side in 
the event ef surprise news over the 
week-end. 

Loew’s behaved best of the amuse- 
ments, moving up a full point to 
18% on only moderate transactions, 
inference being that the short inter- 
est here has been built up consid- 
erably by the recession of the last 
two weeks. Even in that event Sat- 
urday’s moderate advance was not 
especially encouraging under the 
circumstances. 

Bonds did well in the final ses- 
sion. Paramount Famous were a 
bit soft, but the Par-Pub 5'14’s 
moved up to a full point premium 
over the vld liens. Columbia Pic- 
tures gave way further to a double 
fall bottom at 9%. Orpheum pre- 
ferred came out for the first time in 
weeks. Considerable lots changed 
hands at 9% but final trades were 
off to 4%. 

Loew’s Drifts Down 

Last week was generally a period 
of disheartening developments for 
longs in the amusement shares. 
Loew’s continued to give way un- 
der mild pressure, creeping gradu- 
ally below its previous low mark on 
the movement just above 20. There 
Was some resistance to selling below 
20, but persistent liquidation and 
fresh short selling continued to have 
their effect. Quotations eased by 
fractions to 18 on Thursday at which 
level there was one transaction of 
1,000 shares. This seemed to clear 
up selling for the time being. Scat- 
tered lots carried the price to a new 
low since last summer at 17% in 
the final hour Thursday. 

Yriday there was a perfunctory 
rally to around 18%, but before the 
close there was a relapse to below 
the 18 mark. Revelation of heavy 
bonuses paid to certain officials 
didn’t quite satisfy traders as an 
exnlanation of the down-drift. There 
was a disposition to find in the 
Movement something symptomatic 
of the whole industry which has 
had a disappointing autumn quar- 
ter when normally the theatre gets 
its best period of the year. Now the 
trade has to face a post-holiday pe- 
riod of tapering income with the dull 
summer again looming. 

Some suggestion of how drastically 
income has been reduced was con- 
tained in the income report of Par- 
amount released for the Friday 
morning newspapers. It disclosed 
a net loss of $5,206,887 for the three 
months ending Oct. 1, including the 
period between Labor Day and Oct. 
1 which is the start of the new trade 





season. The deScit compares with 
a net loss of $8,199,544 for the three 
months ending July 2, 1932, anda 
net profit of $1,252,000 for the Oc- 
tober quarter of 1931. 

Response of the market to Par- 
amount’s showing was prompt. 
Dealings Friday ran into heavy vol- 
ume in Par. bonds during which the 
older 6’s broke through their all 
time low of 13 (touched in April), 
dealings coming out at 12% for this 
lien, whereas the newer 5%4’s de- 
fended the previous low and for a 
time ruled at a slight premium over 
the older issue. Behavior of the 
bonds seemed to be significant com- 
ing so closely upon heels of official 
assurances that the company had 
funds for February 1 interest sev- 
eral times over. Apparently the 
trading fraternity is looking forward 
to the next interest date as to which 
the company spokesman made no 
promises. 


Another angle brought out in the 
market gossip on the subject was 
that the statement of John Hertz 
that there was no capital reorgan- 
ization planned, was meant to ap- 
ply to the parent company and prob- 
ably did not include some of the 
separate corporations recently set 
up under the old organization as a 
parent company. 

The income statement described a 
number of new accounting devices. 
During the quarter reported a re- 
serve w:s provided for ‘depreciation 
of fixed assets’ amounting to $2,- 
884,634, of which $2,659,634 was 
charged off and the balance of $225,- 
000 was capitalized to the film pro- 
duction cost. 

Company proposes, it was stated, 
to provide reserves for revaluation 
of fixed assets as of April 3, 1932, 
which reserves will be charged 
against the capital surplus which 
was created when the no-par shares 
were changed to shares of $10 par. 
With these reserves placed on the 
books, it is said, there will be a 
saving in depreciation of about 
$750,000 for the three months to Oct. 
1 last, which adjustment would re- 
duce the October quarter’s loss to 
about $4,457,000, 

Universal Pictures 1st preferred 
dropped out of the quartet of divi- 
dend payers now left in the whole 
amusement group, suspending its 
$8 rate of long standing. ‘The stock, 
which is in the inactive list of the 
Exchange with trading units of 10 
shares, suffered an immediate break 
on relatively large volume, hitting 
an all-time low of 12% before the 
steep decline ended. It rallied on 
one trade to 14 and then disappeared 
from the tape for two days. At its 
best this year the stock changed 
hands around 50 and, until the divi- 
dend action brought on a collapse, 
it had defended a bottom around 34. 
Dividend payers left in the amuse- 
ment group are the two Loew is- 
sues and M-G-M, the first named 
returning a yield so high as to sug- 
gest uncertainty of maintaining 
present rates. Loew's common 
yields more than 16% and the pre- 
ferred at 616 is above 10% on pres- 
ent price basis of 59. 

RKO supplied an income state- 
ment and balance sheet as of Sept. 30 
presenting a confused picture. The 
figures on the surface appeared to 
indicate savings in payroll and gen- 
eral expenses amounting to $13,500,- 
0C0, while gross income was down 
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about $16,800,000 for the year, this 
calculation being based on the as- 
sumption that the savings and re- 
duced grosses will be in the same 
ratio for the fourth quarter as for 
the other three quarters just re- 
ported. 

Operations for the period Jan. 1 
to Sept. 30 left a net deficit of $6,- 
053,465. 

Even so rough a calculation as 
might be suggested by the RKO fig- 
ures of economies as opposed to re- 
duced grosses brings up an inter- 
esting consideration. In all likeli- 
hood a large part of the economies 
is due to the elimination of vaude- 
ville in many stands, which leads to 
speculation as to how much the 
ousting of stage specialty bills has 
had to do with reduced gross box 
office takings over the last nine 
months. 

RKO stock showed a disposition 
to Move up most of the week, climb- 
ing from below 3 to 3% and holding 
most of the gains until the last hour 
Friday, when a small groyp cf trans- 
actions cancelled the gain, leaving 
the price at 3 flat. Neither of the 
senior issues appeared on the tape 
and dealings in the part paid deben- 
tures suddenly ceased. 


Oriental’s Bookings 


Chicago, Dec. 24. 

Oriental in going :traight pictures 
will have the cream of the crop 
from B&K. Following the current 
‘Farewell to Arms’ (Par), expected 
to run three weeks, house has 
‘Strange Interlude’ (Metro) set. 

Other product includes: ‘Silver 
Dollar’ (WB) ‘20,000 Years in Sing 
Sing’ (WB) and ‘Rasputin’ (Metro). 


Incorporations 


California 
Sacramento, Dec. 24. 

V. G. Freitag, Inc. Capital stock, 2,- 
000 shares, none subscribed. V. G. Frei- 
tag, Hazel Ryan, Ralph D, Sweeney. 

Coast Productions, Inc. Capital stock, 
10 shares, $30 subscribed. Mary Lelande, 
Wm. Wolfenden, Mrs. Wm. Wolfenden. 

J: Cultural Broadcasting So- 
ciety. No capital stock. Goro 8. Mu- 
rata, J. Y. Maeno, R. H. Kurihara, Terno 
Mayeda, Aiko Tashiro. 

Permits to sell stock issued to: 

. ©. Hunt Productions, Inc. Sound 
motion production. To issue 12,000 of 
25,500, $1 par, shares. 

hone fon. To 


To issue 














‘orporat 
acquire photographic invention. 
2,000 of 2,500, $10 par, shares. 

T. P. R. Corporatien. Motion picture 
production, To issue all 150, $100 par, 
shares, 

lowa 
Clinton, Ia., Dec, 24. 

Clinton Colesium Company. Capital 
stock, $100,000 with 4,000 shares at $25 
outstanding, $73,76. EB. J. Curtis, presi- 
dent; F. H. Van Allen, secretary, 


Judgments 


: vane: d Hall, Inc.; Hollywood Pictures, 
ne.; a 
ow Kilgour; Powers Pictures, Inc.; 


Leon Theremin; RCA Victor Co.; 


$2,705. 
L. A. to N. Y. 


Max Hoffman, Jr. 
Nora Gregor. 
Arthur Robinson. 
H.: B. Franklin. 











Going 


Places 


By Cecelia Ager 





‘Silver Dollar’s’ Strange Vamp 


Though her admirers are some- 
what startled to see the always 
cryptic Aline MacMahon as a docile 
Kansas farmer’s wife in ‘Silver 
Dollar, it isn’t long before she 
manages +9 permeate her role with 
the wise level-headedness they ex- 
pect from her. Keeping properly in 
character, festooned with the frip- 
peries of the late 19th Century, 
obedient to the extravagant dis- 
plays of her swiftly ascending 
spouse, playing a wife whose place 
is in the background, nevertheless 
her quality of knowing full well 
just what's going on—her tolerance, 
shimmers through every now and 
then to remind her followers that 
all’s still well with Aline Mac- 
Mahon. 

Only a few scenes are allotted her 
with which to grapple with her as- 
signed stock characterization and 
make it real, but a few scenes are 
enough for capable Miss Mac- 
Mahon. She proves that women of 
the ’80’s, despite their black jet 
beads, their bustles and their sun- 
bonnets could hide dry humor quite 
as well as the gals today. 

Bebe Daniels, the ‘other woman’ 
in the story, is not so good at 
breathing reality into a confusingly 
written role. She begins as a pick- 
up of the ’S0’s and ends as a loyal 
drudge. The two attributes don’t 
jibe; Miss Daniels’ fails to help 
them get together. Too accessible 
at first for the through-thick-and- 
thin fidelity that follows. 

Her hey-day costumes, low- 
necked velvets and fluted organdies 
with a tendency to drop alluringly 
off her shoulders, can only mean 
that she’s a designing siren. Then 
what’s she doing toiling over a 
stove in harsh calicos? At her 
White House wedding, with Presi- 
dent Arthur as a guest, her slowly 
coquettish smiles for him indicate 
the President as her next victim, 
but no—she sticks to her husband. 
It’s all very mixed up, but, anyway, 
always pretty to look at. 





Sylvia Sidney As ‘Butterfly’ 

The Tartar look of Sylvia Sid- 
ney’s face is most adaptable for 
Japanese make-up and _ coiffure; 
hence Miss Sidney as sad little, 
poor ’little ‘Madame _ Butterfly.’ 
Japanese women’s passive resigna- 
tion to fate is more of a problem, 
however. Though she’s an appeal- 
ing little figure in her Japanese 
kimonos and_ stylized Japanese 
coiffures, Miss Sidney can’t prevent 
her persistent abnegation from be- 
coming a bit of a bore. Little girls 
of any country who parade exces- 
sive meekness soon grow tiresome; 
they just aren’t in time with the 
rhythm of the day. 

‘Madame Butterfly’s’ costumes, 
contrasted with the extravagant 
Oriental fantasies of the recent Fu 
Manchu series, insist upon authen- 








2 Roxy-Named Houses in N. Y. 





Situation May Endure for Month—Appeal 
on Decision to RKO 





Although Federal Judge Caffey 
has ruled that the Roxy name right- 
fully should come down from the 
old Roxy theatre on 7th avenue and 
that the Roxy name belongs to 
RKO, the old spot can continue to 
use the name under an injunctive 
bond while its appeal is pending 
before the higher court on Judge 
Caffey’s finding. 

Thus New Yorkers may behold 
the current week two actively 
operated theatres, both bearing the 
Roxy name, in no way affiliated. 
This may continue for a month un- 
til the appeal is finally disposed. 

The RKO Roxy is scheduled to 
open Thursday (29) with no indica- 
tion so far that any postponement 
is loked for because of the legal 
obstacles which are presented to the 
ultimate settlement of the issues as 
to who owns the Roxy name. Judge 
Caffey’s finding was mostly in con- 
firmation of the recommendation 
which had been made previously by 
Special Master Addison L. Pratt. 
The Judge ruled that the old Roxy 
must take that name off its theatre 
fronts and not use the name in con- 
nection with any advertising of the 
theatre, but permitted the Rexy 
Theatres Corp. holding company 
o* the theatre, to continue using 





the name and also the trademark. 





An injunctive order to this effect 
was to have been prepared for the 
Judge’s signature Saturday (24) 
Bonds pending the old Roxy’s ap- 
peal were to have been nominal. 

More Debts Than Cash 

The old house recently obtained 
a switch in receivers, Howard Cull- 
man replacing Attorney Harry 
Kosch. When the latter departed, 
the new operators of the house dis- 
covered they had only $250 or 
thereabouts in cash and around 
$20,000 in accrued debts. 

Previously the impression which 
had been Jent during the Kosch ad- 
ministration was that the old the- 
atre had a substantial amount of 
cash on hand, maybe amounting to 
$40,000. 

With the consent of the Roxy 
bondholders’ group which is repre- 
sented by Attorney Carlos Israels, 
of the law firm of White and Case, 
an additional $50,000 in receivership 
certificates were issued. This brings 
the total receivership certificates of 
the old Roxy so far issued to 
$200,000. 

Among Receiver Cullman’s first 
acts after taking hold of the house 
was to trim the weekly overhead. It 
is stated to be down to $29,000 cur- 
rently where previously it averaged 
over $35,000. 


So saat Sn la li lla a ge 





ticity and honesty. No gold cloth 
Occidental adaptations of Japanesg 
modes, no riotous jewelry to dige 
tract from the lovely prints of their 
fabrics. Since Miss Sidney ig 
Japanese, she’s going to be truly 
Japanese. The swooping outline of 
Japanese hairdress she realizes ig 
sufficiently striking without the ade 
dition of sequined turrets. She 
wears her kimonos with a pretty 
grace, bows ané bobs with proper 
Oriental obsequiousness, languisheg 
forlonly and flutters hopelessly, 
There’s nothing much else for heg 
to do, which is a pity, for a rea 
served Sylvia Sidney scarcely 
skims the surface of the Sidney 
emotional depths. 





One Waterproof Beauty 


Madge Evans, one of the screen’s 
most consistently ‘regular’ girls, 
had a mighty fine and splendid time 
making ‘Fast Life.’ It all happens 
at Catalina Island, and so Miss 
Evans is in and out of the water 
the livelong day. 

It really isn’t coming to a regular 
girl, however, to have to jump in 
the bay in a chemise and emerge 
all dripping because her studio 
happens to have a penchant for 
strip numbers. There is a chemise 
type, but Miss Evans isn’t it. Trim 
one piece bathing suits. tailored 
beach pyjamas, smart yachting 
suits, yes—but chemises for maids 
less forthright, less clear-eyed, less 
sunshine and devoted-daughter, for 
maids more indolent and a good 
deal lazier. 

If there must be all this aquatic 
activity, then Miss Evans is excel« 
lent at wearing severe bathing hel« 
mets, and almost as good at leap«- 
ing out of the water with her curls 
all straight and lank. 

Her features are so clean cut, her 
eyes so bright, and her youth so 
vital that she can submit to the 
rigors of drenchings and still look 
as pretty as before. The hair- 
dresser’s and make-up man’s art 
are useful to Miss Evans, but not 
strictly essential. That regular girl 
quality surmounts artifice, it feels 
it’s so good just to be alive. 





Pampered Beauties 


‘The most beautiful girls in thé 
world,’ Earl Carroll calls them, 
From the vast vistas of the Para« 


(Continued on page 35) 


W.E. IMPORTANT 
ANNOUNCEMENT 


An important announcement is 
scheduled to be made shortly by 
Western Electric in connection 
with a new sales policy for its the- 
atre equipment. This much is ade 
mitted, with the side comment that 
ERPI was considering the change 
long before RCA Photophone an- 
nounced it would ditch the lic°u1se 


formula and give title to its equip« 
ment to exhibitors who have the 
cash, 

Litigation in the Federal courts, 
yet to be decided, is claimed by 
Westernites to be one of the ma- 
jor reasons why ERPI has delayed 
making known the reported con- 
templated revision of policy. 


18 Yrs.—Sussman Siays 


RKO is retaining the same mana< 
ger who’s been over the Empire, in 
the Bronx, for Sidney Cohen for 18 











years, Morris Sussman, when the 
chain officially acquires control 
Dec. 31. 


Under RKO operation, it will play 
double features, two changes week- 
ly, at 35c top. 

House falls into the Louis Gokt 
berg division. 


Studio Placements 


Alison Skipworth, Roland Young, 





Sari Maritza, Richard Arlen, Jac 
Oakie and Warren Hymer, ‘Good 
Company,’ Par. 

Anita Page, ‘The Big Cage,’ Unte 
versal, 

lee Shumway, Ferdinand Schu- 
mann-Heink, ‘Private Jones,’ Unie 
versal. ~ 
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Orpheum Circuit Kicked About: 
RKO Will Advance No More Money— 


- Orph Committee 


Demanding Action 





The best way that the Orpheum 
circuit can be described is that it’s 
an ‘hourly’ matter with the RKO 


heads. It may go this way or that 
way the next hour. 

The Orpheum has resolved itself 
{nto a tough shakeoff. Technically 
the Orpheum is still a part of RKO, 
but to all practical purposes it 
might be detached. 

RKO has decided not to make any 
further money commitments of any 
kind on the Orpheum houses, it is 
said. This was decided at the re- 
cent RKO board meeting in New 
York. 

There are around 39 theatres in 
the Orpheum layout. Since these 
were acquired in 1921 or so they 
have paid out something like $12,- 
000,000 in dividends, until the pre- 
ferred dividend was passed around 
a year or more ago. Most of the 

(Continued on page 21) 





Harry Sherman May 
Succeed Sam Kaplan 
As Operators’ Prez 


first choice of 





“ Harry Sherman, 


“the IATSE and the membership 


of the New York operators local, 
306, may be appointed president of 
the boothmen’s union this week to 
succeed Sam _ Kaplan, _ recently 
ousted with his officers. For sev- 
eral years with Publix, mostly on 
labor matters, Sherman would re- 
sign this position to take the union 
post. The 306 presidency pays 
$20,000 annually. 

Under a ruling during the past 
week by Justice Cotillo on Sam 
Kaplan's application to set aside 
his ouster, the I.A. has the right to 
appoint a temporary president and 
officers, who would remain per- 
manently should the Kaplan in- 
junction, coming up Jan. 16, be 
denied, 


STOPGAP ‘BALI’ PROVES 
CLICK, ‘GOONA’ BOOM ON 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 24. 

Avenue Cinema, foreign film site 
here put in ‘Isle of Paradise,’ Bali 
travelog picture, for the dull week 
preceding Christmas. 

Film caught on, however, giving 
Cinema one of its best weeks in 
some time, with the result that it 
has been held over for Christmas 
week. 

It’s the first of the Bali pictures 
to reach town, ‘Goona Goona’ hav- 
ing been held up. Al Friedlander, 
producer of ‘Goona,’ was in town 
last week tieing up a date with WB, 
who will rush it through as a re- 
sult of ‘Isle of Paradise’s’ showing. 











Mooring British P.A. for 
‘Cavalcade’ Doing Canada 


Hollywood, Dec. 24. 
W. H. Mooring, former editor of 
the London ‘Bioscope,’ film trade 
paper, who has been here handling 
British publicity on ‘Cavalcade,’ left 
Wednesday (21) for Vancouver. 
He will contact Fox exchanges 
and newspapers in the principal 
Canadian cities in the interests of 
the picture, and then go to New 
York to sail Jan. 11 on the ‘Levia- 
than’ for London. 





Rosenzweig Sailing East 


Los Angeles, Dec. 24. 
Charles Resenzweig, gen. sales 
mgr. for Columbia, is sailing today 
(26) on the ‘Santa Rose’ for New 
York after spending a week here. 
Local visit wound up an inspec- 
tiou tour of midwest and coast ex- 
changes, 


D. E. McINTIRE LEAPS 
FROM 21ST STORY 


For the same reason that he suc- 
ceeded Winfield Sheehan, tempo- 
rarily, as head of the Fox studio, 
authorities hold D. E. McIntire, 
mid-western banker representative, 
took his own life by leaping from 
the 2ist story of the St. Moritz 
Hotel, New York, on Thursday (22) 
night. It was a matter of nervous 
breakdown in both cases, only 
Sheehan recovered sufficiently to 
reclaim his old studio post. 

Fox executives, who knew him 
intimately, declared Saturday Mc- 
Intire’s health had been impaired 
before his resignation from the or- 
ganization and settlement of his 
Fox contract in Hollywood last 
June. McIntire, according to their 
version, was a direct appointee of 
Harley L. Clark while Fox presi- 
dent. His first assignment was in 
May, 1931, when commissioned to 
Hollywood in the capacity of 
trouble finder on the Fox lot. 

Returning east in September of 
that year McIntire submitted a 
lengthy report in which he rec- 
ommended many changes, sufficient, 
it is now declared, to amount to a 
reorganization of the plant. Clark 
and Chase bankers were s0 im- 
pressed by the report, it is also 
stated, they returned McIntire to 
Hollywood in December, 31, as ac- 
tive head of the studio. He re- 
mained in such capacity until last 
March when recalled. After linger- 
ing about New York he made a 
final trip to the coast where his 
Fox resignation was announced. 


New England I.A. Passes 
‘Sunday’ Resolutions 


Worcester, Mass., Dec. 24, 

New England district convention 
of the LA.T.S.E. and M.P.O. at its 
session here passed a resolution de- 
nouncing Sunday blue laws and ap- 
pointed a committee to draft a bill 
to present to the Massachusetts 
legislature requesting liberalization 
of these laws. 

Among other things, the resolu- 
tion said because theatres offering 


Stage shows are not legally per- 
mitted to stage certain acts on 
Sunday a large proportion of the 
public that is unable to go to the- 
atres on weekdays is thus de- 
prived of entertainment on Sunday. 
The resolution also said that if 
such persons attended the Sunday 
shows the business would greatly 
relieve the industry ‘which is suf- 
fering much financial loss as a re- 
sult of the present widespread de- 
pression.’ 


Supreme Breaks with Fier 


The Supreme Screen Service, only 
trailer company with franchise of- 
fices, will establish a new contact 
on the West Coast following a 
break with Jack Fier, alleging vio- 
lation of the contract recently writ- 
ten. 

Harry Blair has joined Supreme 
to write the off-screen dialog going 
with the trailers, 

















Miss Livingston Doubling 


Blanche Livingston, editing the 
RKO Newsette, RKO mag giveaway 
for all the met New York houses, 
will double in future as an assis- 
tant to Harry Mandel at the h. o. 
She will be assisted on the Man- 
del part of the job by Irene Surgot. 





ALL KINDS NOW 
IN 17 STATES 


( 


Take Over Allen, 


Many Women and Some 


4 Local Indie Exhibs of Cleveland 


3,00 Seats, and 2 


Loew Naborhooders in Same City 





Coppers Official Observ- 


Conting New | Pictures—| MUSIC RIGHTS RATES 


+a 


CARELESS SCISSORING 





Several of the short subject film 
producers have been using 
copyrighted music without regard 
to the free-for-all syne rate situa- 
b y , tion in effect since Sept. 5 have 
industry is mounting. In normal) wuaaenly found themselves tagged 
times, when there were far fewer for heavy royalty bills. One of 
scissor wielders, cuts and elimina- these, the Van Beuren Corp., has 
tions made in pictures cost the | appealed to the publishers for ad- 
business $1,000,000 yearly. Today/justments of the accumulated 
there is municipal censorship in 17 | charges against Aesop Fables and 
states and state censorship in seven | Tom and Jerry releases. 
states. Van SBeuren has 

It is not only the cutting but the | music publishing ass’n it had con- 
various moral formulas and stand- 
ards governing the __ scissoring 
which is taking a toll in entertain- 
ment value. That means lost dol- 
lars for which the industry has no|not until recently realized 
way of reckoning a total. these syne excerpts were each sub- 

Specifically there is censorship in| ject to separate music taxes. 

55 cities with few having the same! MPPA informed the 
moral pattern on which to lay film. 


Insides 


Inside facts on the censor situa- 
tion in many of these municipali- 
ties show: 

Atlanta has a paid secretary who 
is the real censor. When in doubt 
she calls in three members of the 
board and the majority has final 
word, 

In Birmingham, Ala. a _ single 
woman has full authority to pass 
upon all pictures shown in that 
town, 

The situation in Boston is lists 
of coming pictures must be sub- 
mitted to the License Dept. All 
pictures passed by the National 
Board of Review are okayed unless 
complaints are registered by va- 
rious organizations. its 

The police commissioner has au- 

(Continued on page 26) 


BIP PULLS SURPRISE 
MOVE ON RAY LEWIS 


Toronto, Dec. 24. 
Defense counsel made the unex- 
pected announcement that. wit- 
nesses would not be called in the 
$550,000 damage action brought by 


Ray Lewis (Mrs. Joshua Smith) 
against British International Pic- 
tures for alleged breach of contract 
for the distribution of B.I.P. pic- 
tures in Canada. 

Miss Lewis, owner-editor of a 
Canadian film trade paper, claimed 
that the BLP. contract submitted 
to her did not correspond with 
terms agreed upon by cable. She 
charged that she had agreed to pay 
$50,000 for distribution rights in 
Canada, but that the new contract 
made her liable to $250,000. Plain- 
tiff also stated she had agreed to 
pay in pounds sterling, but new 
agreement specified American funds. 

Counsel for B.LP. asked for a dis- 
missal of the action and refused to| Sum is for 500 chairs, which was 
call defense witnesses. Claim was/to have been paid at rate of $15 
that the agreement had not been| weekly. 
fully ratified by Miss Lewis. Mo- 


tion for non-suit was not allowed, | P 

however, Counsel for Miss Lewis: Glucksman with M. A. P. 

argued that cables to Dent and his | 
| 
' 
| 


who 





Censorship is increasing in the 
United States and its cost to the 





among the copyright owners. 


European use. 


The Warner group, 


composition, 
taking 
rights. 





Publix has entered into a part- 


houses in Faribault, Waseca, 
Willmar and Brainerd, Minn., 
which are now a part of the north- 
western division under John Frie- 
del’s supervision. Barham will take 
control Jan. 1, making headquar- 
ters at Faribault, where he will also 
live, 

For several years Barham has 
been a division buyer for Publix at 
the home office. Until recently buy- 
ing for the chain’s largest divi- 
sion, comprising the middle west 
and northwest, he became assistant 
to Leon Netter, h.o. general man- 
ager of film buying when the de- 
centralization program was worked 
out. 

Before joining Publix as one of 
its film buyers, originally for the 
south, Barham operated a string 
of theatres of his own in Florida. 


Circuit Sued for Seats 


Los Angeles, Dec. 24. 
Barker Brethers, local furniture 
house, has brought Superior court 
suit, through an assignee, to col- 
lect $2,750 from the PRL Theatres 
(nabes), owned by Popkin, Robbins 
and Lasher, 




















Ek, M. Glucksman, former head of 
the RKO theatre department, has 
joined Master Art Productions, to 
become vice-president. 


acceptance of her £2,000 deposit | 
constituted a contract. Defense 
maintained that two cables did not 


make a contract and that accept-| yyacter Arts is owned and 
ance of the cisputed contract signed | }.,4eq by E. Schwartz, who will 
in London was indicated by Miss/},. Giycksman’s direct seperior 


Lewis asking that it be sent to her | 
here to heip in the financing in| 
|Canada of the distribution project. | 

At Justice Raney’s suggestion, | 
both parties agreed to confine evi- 














{!nports Homebound 


Hollywood, Dec. 24. 


dence to the question of whether or Nora Gregor, German actress, 
not there had been a contract, leav-/ and Arthur Robinson, German di- 
ing the question of damages for | rector, recent Metro letouts, are! 


later reference. Action has been ad-/| en route to New York. They sail 
journed until Jan. 9, ‘for home Dec. 28 on the Europa, 


advised the 


tinued to cull his musical needg 
from available catalogs by the same 
rate in effect as when it licensed 
through RCA Photophone, and had 
that 


producer 
nothing could be done for it collec- 
tively by the publishers but that he 
could seek adjustments individually 
Some 
of the music men have cut the price 
per number for both American and 


Remick, 
Harms and Witmark, has granted 
Van Beuren a flat price on each 
with this figure also 
in American and foreign 


Tracy Barham Takes Over 
4 Minn. Publix Houses 


nership arrangement with Tracy 
Barham for operation by latter of 


. 
Cleveland, Dec. 24. 
With Loew's dropping three pic- 


FOR SHORTS MAKERS ture houses on its chain and RKO 


changing policies in two of its the- 
atres. Cleveland’s show business 
is going through a volcanic revolu- 
tion, out of which is emerging a 
new theatre circuit syndicate that 
is changing the complexion of the 
town’s rialto. 

As the result of Loew's failing to 
renew its Iease on the Allen, for- 
merly its ace film house, with 3,500 
capacity, it has been taken over by 
Max Lefkowitz’s new _ syndicate, 
which owns some 40 local houses. 
Company leased it from the Buck- 
ley Building owners for 12 years, 
with the rental covering more than 
$1,000,000 for the period. 

Under new regime the Allen re- 
opens Christmas Day with ‘Sport 
Age’ (Majestic). Lowest prices on 
the avenue for a downtown first-run 
house. With most of the product 
tied up in Cleveland by Loew’s, 

(Continued on page 34) 


Reel of 1,700 
Feet Suggested 
By Pct. Academy 


Among recommendations which 
a delegation of the Academy of Mo- 
tion Picture Arts and Sciences will 
make to Hays members later in the 
week are two dealing with film. 

After exhaustive experiments and 
research the Academy is satisfied 
that only a chemical with a wax 
base should be used as a film pre- 
servative. Adoption of this point 
will mean scuttling of a score or 
more of chemicals currently used 
by the various companies. 

Next highlight has to do with in- 
creasing the length of the reel from 
1,000 to 1,700 feet. Academicians 
have a bookful of reasons for this. 
Primarily, it is that a better pro- 
jection is obtained with the longer 
reel; also, that economy in ship- 
ping can be realized by virtually 
cutting down the number of film 
cans shipped to and from exchanges. 


COPYRIGHT RIGHTS TO 
SONG UP IN MONTREAL 


Montreal, Dec. 24. 


‘Hello Gorgeous’ song is ordered 
out of the picture currently being 
run in United Amusement Corpora- 
tion theatres in this city, under an 
interim injunction issued by Justice 
Boyer of the Superior Court. Com- 
plainants are the Canadian Per- 
forming Rights Society, Ltd., who 
testified in court that the society 
owns the copyright, or represents 
the owners of copyrights in 3,000,000 
musical numbers. Case is based 
almost entirely on interpretation of 
the Copyright Act. 

A quotation of 10 cents per seat 
per year was made to the United 
Amusement Corporation for the use 
of the entire list of copyrights in 
its 17 Montreal theatres, but the 
offer was refused, and the theatre 
owners countering with an offer of 
5 cents per seat per year. There are 
around 15,000 local seats. 











Argument for the corporation is 
that if the society had sent in a bill 
for the song royalty it would have 
been paid. For the society it was 


argued that the corporation should 
first have approached the society 
prior to performance, 

Judge Boyer issued an interim in- 
junction and took the society's peti- 
tion under advisement. 








| 
| 
} 
| ‘Panther Woman’s’ Contract 
Hollywood, Dec. 24. 
Kathleen Fourth, Paramount's 
‘Panther Woman’ contest winner, is 


ji getting a term contract, 








cart A toe 


Spare oe eT 





Ow whe 9 


opm. 





eo 


ey 


ta OL soem the 


age 


a RS 


ee Oe) 


J 





8 VARIETY 





PICTURE C 


ROSSES 





Tuesday, December 27, 193 














L. A’s Easin’ Out of It: Match 
In 2 Houses, 16146; Par, $14,000 


Los Angeles, Dec. 24. | Montreal Commencing to 


First runs are hopeful 
holidays will bear better b. o. fruit 
than they have been getting in the 
past four months. 

‘Strange Interlude’ started off at 
the State at a pace that should bring 
in around $18,000, making it the out- 
standing leader of the group. 

The Los Angeles, operated by Joe 
Leo for William Fox, went into first 
run with 15 and 25c. scale showing 
‘Should a Woman Tell?’ and looks 
capable of doing around $4,000, okay. 

‘Madame Butterfly’ is off to a fair 
start at the Paramount and pos- 
sibly will hit $14,000. Double bills 
of ‘Little Orphan Annie’ at mat- 
inees and ‘Half Naked Truth’ at 
night in the RKO may give the 
house around $7,000, not bad. 

‘Diverce in the Family,’ current at 
the United Artists and Pantages, 
opened very poorly at former and 
only fairly at latter. ‘Maich King’ 
at the Downtown and Hollywood 
also off to slow start. 

Estimates for This Week 

Dewntown (WB) (1,800; 25-70)— 
*‘Match King’ (FN). Indications are 
for $8,000, oke. Last week ‘Central 
Park’ got $5,900. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 25-75)— 
‘Match King’ (FN). Fairly good at 
around $8,500. Last week ‘Central 
Park,’ not hot at $6,000. 

Los Angeles (Wm. Fox) (2,800; 
15-25)—‘Should a Woman Tell?’ 
(Majestic). Fairly good $4,000. 

Pantages (Fox) (2,700; 25-40)— 
‘Divorce in the Family’ (Metro) and 
stage show. Around $7,000 in view, 
fair. Last week ‘Prosperity’ (M-G) 
disappointed, getting only $5,300. 

Paramount (Publix) (3,595; 35- 
$1.10)—‘Madame_ Butterfly’ (Par) 
and stage show. Should do okay at 
$14,000. Last week ‘He Learned 
About Women’ (Par) poor at $7,500. 

RKO (2,950; °25-55)—‘Little Or- 
phan Annie’ (RKO), and ‘Half 
Naked Truth’ (RKO). Double bill 
may bring trade to around $7,000. 
Last week ‘Penguin Pool Murder’ 
(RKO) not good at $4,200. 

State (Loew-Fox) (2,024; 25-65)— 
*Strange Interlude’ (M-G) and stage 
show. Off to good start and will hit 
$18,000. Last week ‘Me and My Gal’ 


. (Fox) a bust, bringing house plenty 


of tears at less than $9,000 

United Artists (Fox) (2,.100; 25- 
65)—‘Divorce in the Family’ (M-G), 
and ‘Beneath the Sea’ (Prin), as 
double bill will hardly reach $4,500, 
weak. 


Columbus Sparkles 
Again; ‘Rio’ Tabloid 
% With Uptown’ 176 


Columbus, Dec. 24. 

The lid is off this week, with 
every house in town playing its best 
bill in weeks or months and the 
customers going for the holiday 
shows as though they had never 
seen a show in their lives. Every 
house spent plenty on ads and pro- 
motion work, but seems sure to get 
out of the red again. 

Leaders of the week are the RKO 
Palace, which is showing ‘Rio Rita’ 
or the stag? along with the feature 
at pop prices, and the Hartman. 
which has the roadshow of ‘Sign of 
the Cross’ for the week. Broad, 
with Clara Bow’s new film, also is 
in line for heavy play. 

Last week one of the worst in 
years with the entire town taking 
cover under the old Xmas shopping 
and bad weather alibis. 

Estimates for This Week 

Palace (RKO) (3,074: 35-55)— 
‘Uptown New York’ (WW) and 
‘Rio Rita’ on stage. Far and away 
the best bet in months and cer- 
tain to hit at least $17,000. Last 
week ‘Air Mail’ (U) in for six days, 
surprised by slipping to $4,000. 

Ohio (Loew-UA) (3,000; 25-40)— 
‘Fast Life’ (M-G). None too forte 
and should be glad to get $7,500 
fighting heavy competish. Last 
week ‘Payment Deferred’ (M-G) 
— to hit that figure by less than 

50. 

Broad (Loew-UA) (2,500; 25-40) 
—‘Call Her Savage’ (Fox). Looks 
mighty good to hold up to fine $10,- 
000. Last week ‘Rackety Rax’ (Fox) 
fair enough with take of $6,500. 

Grand (Neth) (1,100; 25-40)— 
‘Central Park’ (WB). Too much 
competish again,, but should father 
fair enough $4,500. Last week ‘Once 
in a Lifetime’ (U) scraped through 
to $4,800. 

Hartman (Great Lakes) (1,400: 
60-$1.65)—‘Sign of the Cross’ (Par). 
Roadshow looks good for plenty 
heavy biz, with the season of the 
year doing much to bring the gross 
on this one up. Last week Ed 
Wynn's revived ‘Follow the Leadei’ 
(Par) at 40c top did very mild 
$2,400. 

Majestic (RKO) (1,100; 20-35)— 
‘He Learned About Women’ (Par). 
Should do average $2,600. Last 
week ‘Hat Check Girl’ (lox) slightly 
off with total take of $2,300, 








that the} 





Slide Out of Doldrums 


Montreal, Dec. 24. 

‘Tess of the Storm Country,’ at 
the Palace, with Gaynor-Farrel, 
looks $10,000 is the best fguess. 
Loew’s has ‘Me an’ My Gal’ and 
good vaude, which gives it a chance 
of $12,000. Capitol brace includes 
Joe Brown, much liked here, and 
may lift to $9,000. 

Nabes just hoping. 


Estimates for This Week 


His Majesty’s (Ind) (1,600; 75- 
$1.50) ‘The Green Pack’ (legit). This 
Wallace thriller at lower prices may 
get by at’$10,000. Last week three- 
nite stand of Tony Sarg’s Marion- 
ettes grossed $4,500. 

Palace (FP) (2,700; 60) ‘Tess’ 
(Fox). Gaynor and Farrell should 
bring everyone in who has the cash; 
about $10,000. Last week ‘Life Be- 
gins’ (WB) flopped to $8,000. 

Capitol (FP) (2,700; 60) ‘You Said 
a Mouthful’ (WB) and ‘They Call It 
Fate’ (WB). Joe Brown is locally 
popular; should gross to $9,000. Last 
week ‘Too Busy to Work’ (Fox) and 
‘Sherlock Holmes’ (Fox) took $9,000. 

Loew’s (FP) (3,200; 75)—‘Me an’ 
My Gal’ (Fox) and vaude. Good 
picture and good vaude may hit 
$12,000. Last week ‘Faithless’ (MG) 
and vaude took $11,000. 

Princess (CT) (1,900; 35-60). 
‘Frightened Lady’ (British) and 
‘Criminal at Large’ (British). Can- 
not hope for much above $6,000. Last 
week ‘The Crusader’ (Maj) and 
‘Heart of Humanity’ (Maj) $5,500. 

Imperial (Franco-Film) (1,900; 
50). ‘L’Express de Shanghai’ 
(French) and ‘Le Chien Jaune’ 
(French). Maybe $1,500. Last week 
‘Cendrillon de Paris’ (French) and 
‘Le Fils de l’Autre’ (French) $1,200. 


Cinema de Paris (Franco-Film) 
600; 50). ‘Embrassez-Moi’ (French) 
and ‘Le Sergent X’ (French) $1,000. 
econ, week French repertory films 
800. 


PORTLAND PEPPY; ORPH 
REOPENS TO BIG 96 


Portland, Ore., Dec. 24. 

RKO Orpheum reopened after 
dark three weeks. House renovated 
and walls soundproofed. New Or- 
pheum policy has Horace Heidt’s 
stage band under local direction of 
Jackie Souders, also vaude. First 
week after reopening looks in line 
for strong biz with picture ‘Rock- 
abye’ (Radio) getting attention and 
clicking. 

Fox-Parker has ‘Farewell to 
Arms’ into the United Artists and 
registering well. Aimost certain to 
hold two weeks and maybe longer. 
Picture was well exploited and get- 
ting results. 

Locally made two-reeler ‘New 
Western Front,’ made by the Amer- 
ican Legion during summer con- 
vention here, shown at the Fox- 
Broadway and got some attention. 
Picture has shots of the famed 
Pendleton Round-Up and otherwise 
mostly scenic of the west. Jesse 
Sills, local cameraman, made the 
film which is good entertainment. 

‘Mask of Fu Manchu’ proved dis- 
appointing at the Fox-Broadway 
and biz fell off last half. F&M 
stage unit failed to hold up the b. o. 
last week. This week that house 
has ‘Flesh’ and clicking nicely for 
better results. 

New Fox-Parker policy of 25c top 
at the Liberty is clicking. House 
did fairly with ‘Under Cover Man’ 
and currently has ‘Devil Is Driving’ 
to good results. 


Estimates for This Week 

Broadway (Fox-Parker) (2,000; 
25-65) ‘Flesh’ (MG) and F&M stage 
unit. Going nicely for better biz 
than in recent weeks. Should make 
at least $11,000, good. Last week 
‘Fu Manchu’ (MG) just fairly, $7,- 
000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,000; 25-40) 
‘Rockabye’ (Radio) with vaude and 
Horace Heidt’s local stage band 
getting attention first week after 
reopening, may go up to $9,000, big. 

United Artists (Fox-Parker) (1,- 
000; 25-55) ‘Farewell to Arms’ 
(Par). Well exploited and looks in 
line for a great week, possibly $8,- 
500, strong. Last week ‘Six Hours 
to Live’ (Fox) poor at $3,700. 

Oriental (Hamrick) (2,500; 25-35) 
‘Little Orphan Annie.” Okay for 
around $4,000. Natural holiday 
booking. Last week ‘This Sporting 
Age’ (Col) connected for about 
average biz at $3,400. 

Liberty (Fox-Parker) (2,000; 15- 
25) ‘Fast Life’ (MG). Getting ad- 
ditional biz for this house and 
should score a high mark at about 











$4,000. Last week ‘Under Cover 
Man’ (Par) did just fairly with 
$3,000, 


INDPLS. ACCELERATES 
WITH HOLIDAY TEMPO 


Indianapolis, Dec. 24. 
Holiday trade is picking up. 
Skouras-Publix houses are pulling 
in the most shekels because of split 
programs and stage shows. At the 
Indiana ‘rene’ is on the stage with 








the film ‘Under Cover Man,’ best 
layout this spot has had for weeks. 

At the Circle ‘Farewell to Arms’ 
looks prime for good take. 


Estimates for This Week 


Apollo (Fourth Ave.) (1,100; 25- 
35-50) —‘Conquerors’ (RKO). Will 
pull neatly, possibly $3,900. Last 
week ‘Little Orphan Annie’ (RKO) 
slow at $3,000. 

Circle (Skouras-Publix) (2,600; 
25-35-50)—‘Farewell to Arms’ (Par). 
Should get $7,000. Last week ‘Match 
King’ (WB) and ‘Follow the Lead- 
er’ (Par) in split week grabbed 
$7,000. 

Indiana (Skouras-Publix) (3,300; 
25-35-55-65)—"Under Cover Man’ 
(Par) and ‘Irene’ stage unit. Pros- 
perous $19,000 in sight. ‘No More 
Orchids’ (Col) and California-Notre 
Dame football pictures got better 
than anticipated; around $11,000. 

Loew’s Palace (2,800; 25-35-50)— 
‘Fast Life’ (M-G). Fair for maybe 
$5,000. Last week ‘Payment De- 
ferred’ (M-G) around $5,000. 

Lyric (vaudfilm) (Fourth Ave.) 
(2,600; 25-35-50) — ‘Handle With 
Care’ (Fox) and vaude. Maybe $10,- 
000, oke. ‘Men Are Such Fools’ and 
vaude last week got around $7,000. 


PROV. PLENTY 
ON THE UPBEAT 


Providence, Dec. 24. 

Mild weather and highly bally- 
hooed holiday programs bound to 
give this town the first real break 
in months. The bills are good all- 
around, and every stand should be 
able to get out of the red without 
difficulty. 

With one or two exceptions the 
local stands need the biz this week. 
Grosses for the last couple of 
months touched bottom quite often. 
All the breaks have been against 
local exhibitors, and a quick re- 
versal igs needed to keep things go- 
ing here. Fault mostly because of 
poor picture product. As a whole 
films have been awfully weak, and 
have induced thousands of fans to 
stay at home. When a good pic- 
ture came along the fans had 
formed the habit of staying away 
so didn’t bother going out. 

With the exceptional film fare in 
town this week, exhibitors are pray- 
ing that the rabid fan will crawl out 
of his shell, and get the habit of 
going to the pictures again. 

Every theatre in town will be 
open. George M. Cohan’s new play, 
‘Pigeons and People’ is at the Carl- 
ton for the week. RKO Victory back 
in the fold after being dark for 10 
days. Burlesque at the Modern, 
and three stands with stage shows 
this week. 

Best thing in the picture stanza 
will be Ed Fay’s Majestic where 
‘Silver Dollar’ and ‘Match King’ are 
playing on a twin bill. This one is 
expected to tilt over $10,000. 


Estimates for This Week 


RKO Albee (2,300; 15-66)—‘Half 
Naked Truth’ (Col) and vaude. Nice 
holiday bill, and out in front with 
the leaders. Sure of grabbing at 
least $10,000. Last week ‘Afraid to 
Talk’ (U) and Hobart Bosworth on 
stage managed only $6,700, poor. 

Fay’s (1,600; 15-55)—‘Robbers’ 
Roost’ (Fox) and stage. circus 
show. Bill aimed especially for the 
kiddies who will be on the loose 
until after New Year’s. Should 
easily conquer $7,000, good. Last 
week ‘Me and My Gal’ (Fox) was 
okay at $5,500. 

Loew’s State (3,700; 15-55)—‘Fast 
Life’ (M-G). House needs a few 
bills like this one to get back into 
the front ranks of the parade. 
Stand has had poor product, and 
the fans have been keeping away. 
Will see around $11,000, plenty okay. 
Last week ‘Grand Hotel’ (M-G) 
came back for a third showing here, 
and took a shellacking at $2,500. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 15-55)— 
‘Silver Dollar’ (FN) and ‘Match 
King’ (FN). Most outstanding bill 
house has had this year, and the 
fans know it. Assured of at least 
$10,000, and more if brisk pace 
keeps up. Last week ‘Central Park’ 
(WB) and ‘Virtue’ (Col) was okay 
in face of many obstacles, $7,200. 

Paramount (2,200; 15-55) — 
‘Madame Butterfly’ (Par) and stage 
show with local kiddie talent. Per- 
haps $4,000 with Xmas to help. Last 
week ‘Devil Is Driving’ (Par) didn't 
go far at $3,600; bottom. 

RKO Victory (1,600; 10-25-30)— 
‘Speed Demon’ (Col) and ‘The Con- 
querors.’ Another house making a 
big play for the kiddie trade, and 
apparently getting it. House has 
been dark for 10 days, and this week 











should see at least $3,200, nice, 





Butterfly’ Looks Fair Chi $25,000; 


Farewell, 206, 0. K. Sans Stage Aid 





Denver Struggling Out 
Of It; Orph Oke $10,000 


Denver, Dec. 24. 
Christmas week handing theatres 
sock on chin with all deluxers off 
except little Rialto, playing ‘Orphan 


Annie’ to considerably more than 
average. This film should have gone 
into Orpheum instead of ‘Handle 
With Care.’ House packed at Rialto 
and lines half block long opening 
day. Played to 2,000 children first 
day. Mitzi Green appeared here this 
summer on RKO vaude and filled 
Orpheum many times during week, 
and picture should have been nat- 
ural in that spot. 

Denver tapered off on six days of 
‘Cynara,’ opening delayed a day to 
give day and date opening with 
New York, but that fact didn’t help 
box office any. For first time Den- 
ham does nose-dive to $2,500 with 
decent weather. Did below that two 
weeks ago with zero weather. Par- 
amount running only steady, with 
last few weeks on split week policy. 


Estimates for This Week 


Denham (Hellborn) (1,700; 15-25) 
—‘Speed Demon’ (Col). Dips to $2,- 
500. Last week ‘White Eagle’ (Col) 
and ‘Silver Lining’ (UA), first 
double feature ever to play first run 
house in Denver, did only $3,000, 
bucking below zero weather most 
of the week. 

Denver (Publix) (2,500; 25-35-40- 
50)—‘Cynara’ (UA). Tapering to 
$8,000 for six days. Last week ‘You 
Said a Mouthful’ (FN), held for 
eight days to give ‘Cynara’ a day 
and date opening with New York; 
did $11,000 in snite of the cold. 

Orpheum (RKO-Huffman) (2,600; 
25-35-40-50)—Handle With Care’ 
(Fox). Oke $10,000. Last week ‘Air 
Mail’ (U) did a good $10,000. 

Paramount (Publix) (2,000; 25-40) 
—‘Payment Deferred’ (M-G), and 
‘Undercover Man’ (Par), split week. 
Nice $4,000. Last week ‘Fast Life’ 
(M-G), and ‘Central Park (FN), $2,- 
500 on split. 

Rialto (RKO-Huffman) (900; 20- 
25-40)—‘Little Orphan Annie’ (Ra- 
dio), and ‘Rackety Rax’ (Fox), split. 
Up to $3,500. Last week ‘Golden 
West’ (Fox), and ‘Big City Blues’ 
(WB), $2,500 on split. 


SHOW OUT, SEATTLE PAR 
WITH ‘FLESH’ 0. K. 726 


Seattle, Dec. 24. 

Orpheum remains closed until 
further notice, although expected 
to reopen Christmas. Manager 
Herb Sobottka and staff are stand- 








ing by. Nothing definite as_ to 
when. 
Musicians’ walkout Wednesday 


means no stage show this week at 
Paramount. Fuss is over number of 
men and the old scale, and this time 
only a miracle can bring about ad- 
justment. Both sides getting jerky 
over this continual dissension. 
Liberty and Music Box open 
strong shows Christmas day, with 
plenty of bally, while others run on 
reg schedule, Weather favorable. 


Estimates for This Week 

Paramount (FWC) (3,106; 25-40) 
—‘Flesh’ (MG) with Wallace Beery 
played up for his ‘The Champ’ 
in selling this one. No stage show, 
but prospective $7,500 is good. Last 
week, ‘If I Had a Million’ (Par) with 
stage show, so-so at $6,000. No 
matinee biz as way from the shop- 
ping area. 

Fifth Ave. (FWC) (2,300; 25-40)— 
‘Wild Horse Mesa’ (Par) and 
‘Handle With Care’ (Fox). Double 
bill at lower price scale is bringing 
back some familiar faces, says Jim 


Clemmer. Looks to do a good 
$6,000. Last week ‘Mask of Fu 
Manchw’ (MG) and ‘Evenings for 


Sale’ (Par) double, got $5,100. 

Liberty (Jensen-von MHerberg) 
(2,000; 10-15-25)—‘Texas Bad Man’ 
(U). With well balanced two hour 
show and some shorts including new 
Morton Downey, Radio Stars (U), 
‘Hesitating Love’ (U) two reel 
comedy, ‘Toyland’ cartoon and ‘For 
Auld Lang £yne,’ opening Christmas 
day and very Christmasy, should 
gross an excellent $5,000. Last 
week, ‘Hell’s House’ (Mas) five 
days, then ‘Out of Singapore’ (Cap) 
four days to bring up to Christmas 
day. Oke at $4,200. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (950; 25- 
35)—Trouble in Paradise’ (Par) on 
way to big $4,000 especially in view 
of John Hamrick’s Xmas gift, a cut 


to 35c top from previous 50c. Last 
week, ‘Good Time Girl’ (WB) five 
days, then ‘Little Orphan Annie’ 


(Rad) four days, for $3,300 gross. 
Coliseum (FWC) (1,800; 15-25)— 


‘Red Dust’ (MG) and ‘Bill of 
Divorcement?’ (RKO) double bill. 
Okay $4,000. Last week, ‘Blessed 


Event’ (Wh) and ‘Chandu’ (Fox), 


| double, oke at $3,500, 





Chicago, Dec. 34. 
It’s the week after Christmas 
And all through the town 
Kids seck in vain for a clown. 
Lousy poetry, but it tells the story 
of the loop. Every single theatre 
in the downtown area, without ev. 
ception, is exhibiting a feature 
whose appeal is distinctly adult if 
not actually calculated to make 


thoughtful parents worry how to 
keep the kids entertained while 
school is out. 

Showmen were not ignorant of 
these factors. But such is thie pres. 
ent type and scarcity of product 


that they could not help theius s. 
At the Chicago, for instance, the 
choice for Christmas week was be- 
tween ‘Butterfly’ and ‘No Man of 
Her Own,’ which was even more 
heavily spiced. 

Switching of the Oriental to 
straight pictures and the abandon- 
ment of McVickers by B&K alters 
the topography of the loop quite 
a bit. Other changes are also pos- 
sible. Meanwhile the Oriental will 
sling to its 7ic top. 

Estimates for This Week 

Chicago (B&K) (3,940; 35-55-75) 
—‘Mme. Butterfly’ (Par) and stage 
show. Special kid stage show pro- 
duced by Will Harris for current 
week. Look for $25,000, or better, 


Last week ‘Match King’ (FN) 
around $22,100. 
McVickers (B&K) (2,284; 35-55) 


—Big Drive’ (Rule) (2nd week). 
Will stick right through Christmas 
week until B&K ends its tenancy 
of house Dec, 31. Trade holding up 
very encouragingly. Second week 
around big $21,000. War pic hag 
been distinct surprise. 

Oriental (B&K) (3,200; 35-55-75) 
—‘Farewell to Arms’ (Par). Drop- 
ping stage shows in house that was 
built for them. Hope to put over 
straight film policy. Reaction of 
public to less show for the same 
money very dubious. Holidays 
should help get $20,00 or so. Last 
week ‘Secrets of French Police’ 
(Radio) $10,200. 

Palace (RKO) (2,533; 40-65-83)—~ 
‘Half Naked ‘Truth’ (Radio) and 
vaude. Mitzi Green and Giovanni 
headlining over ‘Look Who's Here’ 
unit in charge of Elizabeth Fried- 
man and Ace Berry. House will 
hit $26,000. Last week Ben Bernie 
overcome the pre-Christmas hoodoo 
with a ripsnorting $23,000, splendid 
against the handicap and with 
‘Sport Parade’ (Radio) not a heavy- 
weight. 

State-Lake (RKO) (2,756; 35-55) 
—The Mummy’ (U). Straight pix 
policy resumed, but price lowered 
to 55ce. Should take $10,000 on holi- 
day week. Reopened Saturday (24). 

United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 35- 
55-75)—‘Cynara’ (UA). House ree 
opened Christmas day. Figure $15,- 
000 start. 

B’HAM REOPENS 2 
‘Farewell to Arms’ With $6,400 
Looks Best 





Birmingham, Dec. 24. 

Ritz and Strand reopened Christe 
mas Eve and Sunday, respectively, 
after being closed for the holidays. 
Strand this week is going in for 
clowning with ‘Pack Up Your 
Troubles’ and personal appearance 
of Bobo and Jojo, clowns of Sclils- 
Floto cireus. 

With only three first runs open 
last week still there wasn’t cncugh 
business to go around. 

Randy Sauls has replaced Male 
colm Tate as organist at the Ala- 
bama. He comes here from Miami, 

Estimates for This Weck 


Alabama (Wilby-Kincey) (2,800; 
25-40)—‘Farewell to Arms’ (Par). 
around $6,400 likely, oke. Last 


week ‘Cabin in Cotton’ (FN) and 
‘Tiger Sharp’ (FN) on split week 
for the holidays got a fair $5,400. 

Ritz (RKO) (1,600; 25-40)—‘Half 
Naked Truth’ (Radio). Reopening 
to pretty fair week, $3,000. Last 
week dark, 

Strand (Wilby) (800; 20-30)— 
‘Pack Up Your Troubles’ (MG). 
Personal appearances of Bobo and 
Jojo, clowns, helping, fair $1,800. 
Last week eiosed. 

Empire (BTAC) (1,100; 25-40)— 
‘Crooked Circle’ (WW). Doubtful 
of $2,100. Last week ‘Life Begins’ 
fair $1,800. 

Galax (Wilby) (50%; 15-25)—‘File 
113’ and ‘Hell’s Headquarters.’ Fair 
$1,000. Last week ‘Guilty or Not 
Guilty’ (Mono) and ‘Strange Adven- 
ture’ (Mono), on _= split, clocked 
around $800. 


Burlington Settlement 


Burlington, Ia., Dec. 24. 
While details were not made 
known, union operators at the Pal- 
ace and Star theatres have effected 
anew wage agreement under a two- 
year contract with the Central 
States Theatre Corp. 
Negotiations covered 
months, 


several 
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Balto Gets 2 New Ist Run Spots, 
Butterfly’ 176, ‘Half-Naked’ 136 





Baitimore, Dec. 24. 


Having taken its annual dose of 
red ink, local show business is once 
more heading for the high road and 
looking ahead to profits. It looks 
like a winning session all along the 
iine currently, with the post-Xmas 
jubilee slated to send all registers 
clicking to higher ground, 

This, despite the fact, that this 
week brings into Baltimore’s loop 
two additional first-run houses, one 
with a roadshow flicker and the 
other with a vaudfilm policy. Ad- 
wance sale on ‘Sign of the Cross’ is 
healthy at the Maryland, and the 
especial should make it a fortnight 
at the least. However, the flicker 
has a stop-loss clause in its con- 
tract with the theatre. Flick was 
originally slated for the rival legit 
Ford's, but last-minute rearrange- 
ment of schedules shifted the works. 
In *order to take the picture, the 
house had to install its first sound 
(W. E.) and film equipment. It cost 
the capacity 50 seats to make room 
for the booth in the mezzanine. 

Auditorium, the other Penn Mu- 
tual house in town, sister house to 
the Maryland, and both under Len 
B. McLaughlin's direction, goes pop 
entertainment for the first time in 
its history with a Marcus unit on 
the stage and ‘Missing Rembrandt’ 
on the screen. Marcus show of 
some 60 people is in here for a 
run of stock presentations. Marcus 
show contract calls for a percentage 
split besides guarantee. Places the 
Auditorium in direct competition 
with the two other stage show 
houses of town, the Loew Century 
and the indie Hippodrome. Both 
this house and the Maryland got 
going yesterday (Xmas). Makes it 
eight first-run spots for this town, 
and the product problem is begin- 
ning to cause frowns of anxiety. 

To the Century will go the lead 
of the town currently on ‘Madame 
Butterfly’ and Bing Crosby on the 
rostrum. Radio personalities are 
this town’s meat. Hipp will runner- 
up on ‘Half-Naked Truth’ and Es- 
telle Taylor, Three Keys and Vin- 
eent Lopez Debutantes. 


Estimates for This Week 

Auditorium (Penn Mutual) (1,500; 
25-35-40-55). ‘Missing Rembrandt’ 
(First Anglo) and A. B. Marcus 
show. House and policy looking for 
all the cheap money of town; aim- 
ing directly for the lower money 
brackets for its patronage. Started 
off nicely with a $1,000 prize give- 
away stunt on the opening night, 
which indicates excellent possibili- 
ties for winnings on the opening 
week. Flicker is being drowned un- 
der the show. Figuring capacity, 
price and indications, it may hit 
around $7,500 for the current g6es- 
sion, oke. 

Century (Loew-UA) (3,000; 25-35- 


45-55-65). ‘Madame Butterfly’ (Par) 
and vaude. Bing Crosby evidently 
means something locally from the 
box-office results, and together 
should help the house to heaping 
$17,000 for the holiday week. Last 
week the ‘Okay Baltimore’ amateur 
stage show was terrific in its sock 
surprise at the register, to beat the 
blizzard and pre-Xmas. Took $14,- 
100 with ‘Undercover Man’ (Par), 
very big, considering. This town 
must be full of relatives. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,600; 
25-35-45-55-65). ‘Half-Naked Truth’ 
(Radio) and vaude. Three nice 
names on the show and a picture 
that’s drawing good comment looks 
like it'll mean at least $13,000 for 
this indie house, plenty good. Last 
week was in the cellar at $7,400 for 
‘Uptown New York’ (KBS) and a 
meaningless stage lineup. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,400; 25- 
30-40-50). ‘Devil is Driving’ (Par). 
House is picking up pace after hav- 
ing been wandering around in the 
darkness for some time. On the Ed- 
mund Lowe flash and kindred ele- 
ments should bring in the ladies to 
the tune of $4,500, which will do 
nicely. Last week the returns for 
‘Evenings for Sale’ (Par) indicate 
that the strength of Herbert Mar- 
shall is increasing with the flaps, 
from the oke $3,400 take. 


Maryland (Penn Mutual) (1,700; 
50-75-$1-$1.50). ‘Sign of the Cross’ 
(Par). First picture ever to play 
this house, and the first one looks 
like the lucky number from the 
heavy advance sale. Drawing all 
classes, and on that ground should 
make it close to $10,000 for the 
opening session. 

New (Mechanic) (1,800; 25-30-40- 
50). ‘Handle With Care’ (Fox). 
Zooming up with the rest of the 
crowd, and, besides, figures as one 
of the few flickers in this house re- 
cently to really entice the ladies. 
With the Xmas spirit to aid it, 
should end up the week with $5,000, 
a happy, happy New Year for any- 
body. ‘Robbers’ Roost’ (Fox) had 
too much western element and not 
enough hotcha passion to suit the 
raving shoppers in this district last 
week, and was satisfied to walk 
away with $2,500, not good. 

Stanley (Loew-UA) (3,400; 25-35- 
40-55-65). ‘Cynara’ (UA). Evi- 
dently a tough job for this house to 
hit a happy medium on product; 
pictures here are either too low- 
brow or too classy. This Ronald 
Colman work falls into the latter 
category, and it’s going to take 
plenty of carriage trade, responding 
to the rave notices, to help this one 
garner better than a fairish $12,000. 
Last week ‘Fast Life’ (MG) was too 
low-brow, or something, or maybe 
it was just pre-Xmas, but anyhow 
it starved to death quietly but sure- 
ly at $7,200, woeful. 





K. C. OK; MAIN ST. 
REOPENS, 1565 


Kansas City, Dec. 24. 

Week promises fair. With schools 
Out, together with the usual crowd 
of holiday visitors, business looks 
up. 

Downtown houses are offering 
strong attractions, and with the re- 
opening of the Mainstreet Saturday 
the street looks quite natural, for 
that dark house certainly put a blot 
on the white light district. 

At the Newman a boys’ choir of 
4 voices are singing Christmas 
carols, which is a novelty for the 
Place. 

‘Fast Lire’ is the feature at the 

Midland, having been switched in 
at the last minute replacing ‘Son- 
Daughter.’ 
, Loew’s Midland is advertising 
Stra nge Interlude,’ at regular house 
prices, for it’s New Year’s week at- 
traction, and ‘Farewell to Arms’ will 
be the heavy opposition at the New- 
man. 


Estimates for This Week 
Midland (Zvew) (4,000; 25-35-50) 
-— Fast Life’ (M-G). Younger set 
like Bill Haines, and going for him 
pretty strong as a holiday feature. 





Should draw close to $15,000, good. 
Last week ‘Payment Deferred’ (M- 
G). Drew strong reviews and com- 
ments, but the Christmas shopping 


thing was too heavy to overcome 
and poor $6,700 was the result. 

Newman (Publix) (1,860; 25-35- 
50) — ‘Madame 3utterfly’ (Par). 
Looks like good holiday fare and 
romises a nice $11,000. Last week 
Devil Is Driving’ (Par) $9,000, so- 
Bo. 

Mainstreet (RKO) (3,200; 25-40) 
—‘Half-Naken Truth’ and ‘Little 
Orphan Annie’ added for mats. 
After two weeks’ rest the house 
reopened Saturday. Attractive bill 
and should hit close to $15,000, 





TACOMA LOOKS UP 


Holiday Booms All Houses—Roxy’s 
Twin Bills at 25¢ 








Tacoma, Dec. 24. 


Most of the show shops had over- 
time engagements last week so as 
to hit Christmas day with new 
shows. All made ace attempts to 
get the ducat buyers and biz look- 
ing up in general. 

Naturally this week looks the 
goods, especially in comparison to 
the dog days prior to the big holi- 
day. 

Jensen-von Herberg are putting 
everything on the ball to make the 
newly opened Roxy click at 25c top. 
Balanced programs rule here. Blue 
Mouse goes back into week grind 
with ‘Silver Dollar’ getting big lines 
from the start. Broadway expects 
to perk up with ‘Call Her Savage’ 
(Fox) set for last five days of this 
week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Broadway (FWC) (1,400; 25-40) 
—‘Fast Life’ (M-G) and ‘Call Her 
Savage’ (Fox). Bow running five 
days in split and $3,500 oke. Last 
week ‘Sport Parade’ (RKO) and ‘If 
I Had a Million’ (Par) poor at 
$2,600. 

Roxy (Jensen-von Herberg) (1,- 
300; 15-25)—‘Self-Defense’ (Mon) 
with last half to be penciled in. Big 
$4,000 expected. Last week ‘Explor- 
ers of World’ (Rasp), and ‘Parisian 
tomance’ (Mas) ‘Hidden Valley’ 
(Shef) in split fer nine-day run, fair 
at $3,400. 


Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (650; 25) 
—Silver Dollar’ (FN). Looks to 
reach excellent $3,000. Last week 
‘Central Park’ (FN), five days, then 
‘Scarlet Dawn’ (FN) and ‘Virgins 
of Bali’ (Prine) for four days, fair 
at $2,100. 


Rialto (FWC) (1,200; 15-20-25)— 
‘Night Club Lady’ (Col) and ‘Wild 
Horse Mesa’ (Par), double bill, first 
half, then ‘Rockabye’ (RKO) and 
‘Rider’ (Col) double bill, to finish 
week. Good $2,000 in view. Last 
week ‘Sherlock Holmes’ (Fox) and 
‘Deception’ (Col), dowbie, first, five 








N. H. Vampin’ Till Ready 


New Haven, Dec. 24. 

Couldn’t sell a five-star special 
for a dime in this burg last week, 
with some houses hitting new lows, 
but it’s different this week. 

Roger Sherman brought ‘Scarlet’ 
Dawn’ and ‘Orphan Annie’ in as a 
three-day breather to kill some time 
to cover shift of opening day to 
Sunday with ‘Silver Dollar’ and 
‘Uptown New York.’ House sticks 
to holiday openings two weeks only 
then returns to Thurs. 

Palace 24-sheeting ‘Strange Inter- 
lude’ two weeks ahead. 

Paramount F. & M. units on week- 
to-week following current show. 

Roger Sherman using ‘Kid from 
Spain’ for reserved seat New Year's 
Eve show. 


Estimates for This Week 


Paramount (Publix) (2,348; 40- 
60). ‘Mme. Butterfly’ (Par) and 
unit. Oke for $9,000. Last week 
‘Learned About Women’ and unit, 
$5,500. 

Palace (Arthur) (3,040; 35-50). 
‘Handle With Care’ and ‘Trailing 
the Killer. Holiday revival will 
probably help to a fair $6,000. Last 
week ‘Fu Manchu’ (MG) and ‘Me 
and My Gal’ (Fox) brutal at $4,700. 

Roger Sherman (WB) (2,200; 35- 
50). ‘Scarlet Dawn’ (FN) and ‘Or- 
phan Annie’ (RKO). On three-day 
run looks like a featherweight $1,- 
200. Last week ‘Match King’ (WB) 
and ‘Central Park’ (WB) n. s. g. at 
$4,500. 

College (Arthur) (1,565; 25-40). 
‘Fast Life’ (MG) and ‘Deception’ 
(MG). Indicates so-so $2,000. Last 
week ‘Manhattan Tower’ (WW) and 
‘French Police’ (RKO) touched bot- 
tom at $1,600. 


HAPPY DAYS IN 
DIXIE FOR HUB 


Boston, Dec. 24. 


Patrons have bethought them- 
selves of the forgotten managers 
of the past lull weeks. Decided up- 
turn with showmen happy over 
big audiences following on the heels 
of a series of heartbreaks culmi- 
nating in the worst ever, last week. 
Pickup noted at all the major 
houses, 

Judicious ballyhoo for ‘Sign of the 
Cross’ exploitation luring interest 
by play of names in cast. That 
there were takers at $1.65 per seat 
indicates a long step out of the dol- 
drums, 

Bill Raynor at Keith’s ballyhoos 
stage and screen to the skies, and 
thinks ‘Half-Naked Truth’ and the 
‘Desert Song’ will build up an okay 
week for the memorial palace. The 
Boston has fared better. than 
any of its rivals through storms 
and pre-Christmas box office de- 
pression (store shopping hit all the 
high spots albeit the turnover was 
of moderately priced goods). 

Loew’s State and Orpheum made 
a quick change booking from ‘Son- 
Daughter’ to ‘Cynara,’ which is do- 
ing well. Former probably pulled to 
be shoved in later to compete with 
Helen Hayes in ‘Farewell to Arms,’ 
set for the Metropolitan. Last- 
minute change to ‘Cynara’ evoked 
comments from regulars who had 
seen the trailers on ‘Son-Daugh- 
ter,’ but the Colman vehicle should 
do well. 

Paramount-Fenway combination 
of Publix got in strong licks, and 
made the best all-picture house 
showing for the turn of the pocket- 
book tide. ‘Silver Dollar’ proves to 
be strong magnet, with Carole 
Lombard in ‘Virtue’ amusing for 
associate film. The Met has a lav- 
ish holiday week stage show, with 
‘Madame Butterfly.’ 


Estimates for This Week 


Keith’s (RKO): (4,000; 30-40-55) 
—Half-Naked Truth’ and vaude. 
700d $18,000 in prospect. Last week 
‘Penguin Pool Murder’ (Radio) 
away off at $11,800. 

Boston (RKO) (4,000; 25-40-55)— 
‘Little Orphan Annie’ (RKO) mats, 
and ‘Secrets of the French Police’ 
(RKO) evenings, and vaude. Okay 
$12,000 in view. Last week ‘Afraid 
to Talk’ (U) down at $8,500. 

Orpheum (Loew) (3,000; 25-50)— 
‘Cynara’ (UA). Fair with expected 
$15,000. Last week. ‘Fast Life’ (M- 
G) submerged at $9,500. 

State (Loew) (3,500: 30-50)— 
‘Cynara’ (UA). Little more than 
fair for $14,000. Last week, very 
slow, $8,000, with ‘Fast Life’ (M-G). 

Met (Publix) (4,330; 35-50-65)— 
‘Madame Butterfly’ (Par) and stage 
show. Going up fast toward $22,- 
500, a rainbow hued figure. Last 
week, ‘Under Cover Man’ (Par) and 
stage show; mild at $19,500. 

Paramount (Publix) (1,800: 25- 
30-55-66)—‘Siiver Dollar’ (FN) and 
‘Vrtue’ (Col). Excellent at $10,000. 
Last week, ‘Me and My Gal’ (Fox) 
and ‘Those We Love’ (WW), off at 
$6,900. 











days, then ‘Me and My Gal’ (Fox) 
and ‘Speed Demon’ (Col) double, 
whole layout for week reaching 
around $1,900, fair. 








Holiday Boon to Bway; Dollar’ 
Hones for 506; Wow Stage Shows 
Up Par and Cap to 60 and $52,000 





Broadway box offices are taking 
new heart with the arrival of the 
holidays. They’ve been sadly 
battered for close to a month now 
and the wreckage has run into big 
money. Official opening this week 
of the two Radio City theatres, but 
all things being equal, every house 
has a chance whereas against the 
pre-Christmas poison they didn’t. 

Despite that current programs 
started either Thursday or Friday, 
with two or three days ahead of 
Christmas to fight against, indica- 
tions are that on the week with the 
holiday itself figured to help a lot, 
results will be reasonably okay if 
not better than that. 

Falling this year on a Sunday, 
Christmas is officially celebrated on 
Monday (26), which with Saturday 
(Xmas eve), ought to stimulate 
plenty of business. As can be 
figured on other holidays through 
the year, there is a certain per- 
centage of out-of-towners coming 
into New York. That helps all the 
shows. 

Box office lure is strong on the 
street as the holidays are here. 
Paramount has as its big bait the 
Earl Carroll ‘Vanities,’ except for 
Harriet Hoctor who's at the Capitol 
with Belle Baker, Bill Robinson and 
Paul Ash in a big unit. Pictures 
at houses, respectively, are ‘Madame 
Butterfly’ and ‘Fast Life.’ 

Paramount should do close to $60,- 
000, very good after the slugging re- 
cently taken, while the Capitol’s in- 
dications are an oke $2,000 or bet- 
ter. 

Other attractions bidding for the 
Xmas trade are ‘Silver Dollar,’ which 
came into the Strand Thursday (22) 
after a big advance, and ‘Cynara,’ 
Rivoli opener Saturday (24). ‘Dol- 
lar’ was up against three days of 
pre-Xmas but looks to garner close 
to $50,000, very big. 

Heavy advance by Radio City on 
its two openings this week, big 
house, the Music Hall, on Tuesday 
(27), and small house (Roxy) Thurs- 
day (29). 

Metro splurged heavily on ‘Ras- 
putin and the Empress’ which pre- 
miered at $2 at Astor Friday night 
(23). Picture has long been await- 
ed. 

Of the three other two-a-dayers, 
‘Farewell to Arms’ has continued 
through the Xmas slump at the Cri- 
terior nobly, last week doing $14,300, 
while ‘Sign of the Cross’ has suf- 
fered. Latter will begin to pick up 
this week, getting somewhere near 
its normal stride, it is expected, be- 
fore the end of the week. Last 
(fourth) week of ‘Cross’ the gross 
was $11,000. 

‘Kid From Spain’ at Palace, fail- 
ing to buck the tide, last week get- 
ting only $7,800, goes out Jan. 3 with 
house returning to its former com- 
bination vaudfilm policy at pop 
prices under RKO operation. Mean- 
while Arthur Klein reopened the 
Broadway Monday (26) for a try 
of two-a-day vaudeville (straight) 
along lines of the old Palace, On 
the same date Warner Bros. re- 
opened both its Hollywood and War- 
ner theatres, former as a first run, 
the other as a subsequent. Holly- 
wood lit up Saturday (24) with 
‘Lawyer Man’ and the Warner with 
‘Match King’ on second run at a 65c. 
top. 

Warners with these two in oper- 
ation now have all their four houses 
a-going. Besides the Strand, there’s 
the Winter Garden, which on late 
reports Warners inay retain. Gar- 
den currently isn’t doing so hot, $9,- 
500, with ‘Afraid to Talk’ on its sec- 
ond week and the Notre Dame-So. 
Cal. game as added attraction. 

Roxy’s ‘Handle With Care,’ al- 
though licked on the stage show end 
by the Cap and Paramonnt, plus R. 
C.’s Music Hall and the new RKO 
Roxy, will be better than last week, 
but under $40,000 from indications. 

Mayfair won't do over a weak 
$12,000 under its freay try of ‘Little 
Orphan Annie’ up to 6 p. m. and 
‘Penguin Pool Murder’ nights. 

Possibility is that Warner Bros., 
in a deal now to retain the Garden, 
may make it a two-a-day house, 
with ‘Twenty Years in Sing Sing’ 
the opening attraction. Slated to 
premiere early in January, under 
plans. 


Estimates for This Week 


Astor (1,012; 83-$1.10-$1.65-$2.20). 
‘Rasputin and the Empress’ (MG). 
Opened Friday night on a $2 run. 


run, Last week it got $14,300. 


| 





Hollywood (1,400; 35-55-83-94- 
$1.10). ‘Lawyer Man’ (WB). 
Opened Saturday (24), with house 
on policy same as Strand. 

Mayfair (2,200; 35-72-83). ‘Little 
Orphan Annie’ (Radio) on mats and 
‘Penguin Pool Murder’ (Radio) 
nights. Indications ave for $12,000, 
weak. Last week ‘Sport Parade’ 
(Radio) slid to $8,100, taking it on 
chin with the rest. 


Palace (1,700; 55-$1.10-$1.65- 
$2.20). ‘Kid from Spain’ (UA) (5th 
week). Not doing well; goes out 
Jan. 3, with house returning to 


combination vaude and pictures for 
RKO. Last week ‘Kid’ only $7,800. 

Paramount (3,644; 40-72-94-$1.10). 
‘Madame Butterfly’ (Par) and stage 
show. ‘Vanities’ on stage with full 
cast, except Harriet Hoctor, draw- 
ing ’em in, with good chance for 
$60,000. Last week ‘Uptown New 
York’ (KBS) $30,000, poor. 


Rialto (2,000; 40-55-72-92-$1.10) 
—‘Sign of the Cross’ (Par) (4th 
week). Struck hard by the pre- 


Xmas spell, opening as this b. o. de- 
pression period began, ‘Cross’s 
chances for a normal stride now be- 
gin. Xmas may help this particular 
one in a special way. Third week 
$11,000. 

Rivoli (2,200; 40-55-72-94-$1.10)— 
‘Cynara’ opened here Saturday (24) 
just in time for the Christmas trade. 
Last week, third for ‘If I Had a Mil- 
lion,’ $11,000, not so bad considering. 

Roxy (6,200; 35-55-83-$1.65)— 
‘Handle With Care’ (Fox) and stage 
show. Seems to be in tough lick, 
but may hit $40,000 in spite of 


strong stage show opposition 
against house. Last week ‘Man 
Against Woman’ (Col) brought 


gross to a poor $21,500. 

RKO Roxy (3,700; (35-55-72-83- 
94-$1.10-$1.65) —‘Animal Kingdom’ 
(Radio). Leslie Howard-Ann Hard- 
ing pic is the opener at the smaller 
of the two Radio City houses 
Thursday night (29). Theatre also 
to have stage show and policy will 
be on a run basis. 

Strand (2,900; 35-55-83-94-$1.10) 
—‘Silver Dollar’ (WB). Opened 
Thursday night (22), getting $4,300 
on preview. Has chance for $50,000 
on first week, tremendous. Last 
week, second of ‘Match King,’ $19,- 
000, oke. 

Winter Garden (1,418; 35-55-83- 
94)—‘Afraid to Talk’ (WB) (2nd 
week) and ‘Notre Dame vs. So. 
Calif. With football picture added 
and Christmas holiday to help, take 
won't drop below $9,500, only $500 
under first week for ‘Talk.’ 

Warner (1,200; 25-65) — ‘Match 
King’ (WB) (2nd run)—This pic- 
ture up from two weeks at Strand, 
reopened the long-closed Warner as 
a second run at pop prices. Before 
closing last spring, house had been 
in a similar policy, playing indie 
product mostly. 


‘CYNARA,’ $18,000, TOPS 
PITT’S UPPISH TREND 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 24. 

First ray of sunshine in a month 
looked for this week, with some 
g00d product on hand to fortify 
takings. Crowds’ shopping mood 
Should be absorbed last half of 
week, with some additional help 
from midnight shows Christmas 
night. 

‘Cynara,’ at Penn, should lead the 
pack. Film has Colman, direct 
femme appeal and swell newspaper 
notices to back it up, with an all 
right $18,000 in prospect, while the 
muchly ballyhooed ‘Silver Dollar’ 
oughtn’t to cause any qualms at the 
Warner at $9,500. It’s the first time 
a Robinson picture has ever gone to 
the Warner, Stanley getting them 
all in the past. 

At Stanley there’s ‘Match King,’ 
only weak one of the lot, which may 
have some trouble in face of stiff 
competition. Ought to be good for 
$12,500 anyway. Davis expected to 
get bargain seekers with ‘Men of 
America’ and ‘Little Orphan Annie’ 
on dual bill and should better $4,500, 
while Fulton jingies along merrily 
with $4,500 for ‘Me and My Gal.’ 

Estimates tor This Week 








Davis (WB) (1,700; 15-25-40) 
‘Little Orphan Annie’ (RKO) and 
‘Men of America’ (RKO). Sagacious 
booking, and should get both kids 
and holiday bargain seekers for $4,- 
500 or better. Last week ‘Most 
Dangerous Game’ (RKO) and ‘Night 
Mayor’ (Col) down around $2,500 

Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,750; 15-25- 
10). ‘Meand My Gal’ (Fox). Should 
pick up sufficiently last part of week 
to account for $4,500 or better. Last 

i week ‘Doctor’s Sacrifice’ (Monoe- 
sram) $3,000. 

Penn (Loew's-UA) (3,300; 25-35- 
50). ‘Cynara’ (UA). Combination of 
Colman’'s name, rave notices and 
femme appeal should account for 


} 
i 


Capitol (5,400; 35-72-83-$1.10- 
$1.65). ‘Fast Life’ (MG) and stage 
show. Belle Baker, Bill Robinson, 
Paul Ash and Harriet Hoctor as 
names on stage offsetting draw 
| weakness ff picture; should get 
ibove $52,000, okay. Last week 
‘Flesh’ (MG) on holdover only $37,- 
600, low. 

Criterion (875: 25-40-83-$1.10- 
$1.65). ‘Farewell to Arms’ (Par) (3d 
week). Still with a good advance, 
this one looks to be in for a healthy | 


(Continued on page 10) 
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PICT@ReE GROSSES 


Tuesday, December 27, — 











Film Spokesmen Give Views on 
Conditions Shaping for Next 3 


Instead of shaping its course for 
the immediate year the film industry 
has decided to extend the vision of 


its planning for the next three years 
and to start immediately getting it- 
self into a mould hoped to be finally 
set by 1937. This decision has been 


arrived at, according to _ inside 
spokesmen generally contacting the 
field, only after the industry’s ad- 
mitted inability to arrive at any 
single solution of depression, and 
with it the knowledge that prob- 
lems met can only be solved over a 
period of time and through many 
channels. 

In other words, 
established policies, 
year plan is executed as now 
tended, will be gradual but 
radical. The industry is faced by 
a series of situations, it is pointed 
eut, Which will only make it the 
loser by any panicky moves to slash 
hapharzardly and reduce its pres- 
ent quality of entertainment. 

One of the salient points up for 
consideration is admissions, Ac- 
cording to especially compiled sta- 
tistics these have reached rock bot- 
tom, the average theatre in the U.S 
today charging an average of 20% 
less than a year ago. A further re- 


departures from 
if the three- 
in- 
not 


: duction at the b. o. will mean that 


(Continued on page 26) 


VODE DOUBLES 
CINCY ALBEE 
GROSS 


Cincinnati, Dec. 24. 

Vaudfilm is back at the Albee at 
a reduction in price scale from 35- 
80 to 35-60. House also moved its 
opening day from Saturday to Fri- 
day. It was in straight pictures for 
the past fortnight. Previous to that 
Fanchon and Marco units sup- 
planted vaude on the stage for sev- 
eral months. 

Shubert, only legit stand in town, 
slated for three weeks of dark un- 
til New Year’s Day, suddenly put 
in ‘White Zombie’ to grind Xmas 
week at pop prices. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,300; 35-65) ‘Devil 
Is Driving’ (Par) and five-act vaude 
bill topped by Grace Hayes. Should 
hit $20,000 for ample smiles, Last 
week ‘Mask of Fu Manchu’ (M-G) 
and ‘Amazon Head Hunters’ got 
mild $8,000. 

Palace 
‘Cynara’ (UA), 
$14,000, fine. 
Cover Man’ 
$8,500. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,285; 30-55) ‘Fare- 
Starts Sun- 








(2,600; 30-55) 
Expected to pull 
Last week ‘Under 
(Par) fetched a good 


(RKO) 


well to Arms’ (Par), 
day (25). Helen Hayes and Gary 
Cooper plugged over title. Ought 
to produce $10,000 in five days, Last 
week ‘No More Orchids’ (Col) pulled 
$7,300 in nine days, okay. 

Grand (RKO) (1,025; 15-30) ‘Little 
Orphan Annie’ (RKO), A _ great 
week for this attraction to cash on 
juve appeal from comic strip and 
radio buildups. No difficulty in 
passing $5,000, wham b. o. for this 
theatre. Last week ‘Goona Goona’ 
(ist Div.) held over for second 
week-end and ‘Rackety Rax’ (Fox) 
$2,200, fair. 

Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-25) ‘Men 
of America’ (RKO) and ‘Afraid to 
Talk’ (U). Split week. On way to 
$3,200, great. Last week ‘Last Man’ 


(Col) and ‘Monkey’s Paw’ (RKO) 
annexed $2,100, sweet. 
Keith’s (Lisbon) (1,500; 25-40) 


‘Silver Dollar’ (WB). Should stack 
up $7,500, sweet. Last week the re- 
vival of Ed Wynn's ‘Follow the 
Leader’ (Par) and Dressler-Moran 
in ‘Dangerous Females’ (MG) with 
the Southern California-Notre Dame 
football film surprised by plucking 
a nifty $7,000 from the shopping 


shuffle. 


PITTSBURGH 


(Continued from page 9) 

neat $18,000. Last week ‘Fast Life’ 
(MG) a surprise click at $12, 000. 

Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-35-50). 
‘Match King’ (WB). Weak picture 
and no cast names to bolster it, so 
this one may have trouble getting 
$12,000. Last week ‘Too Busy to 
Work’ (Fox) around $9,000. 
25-35-50). 
‘Silver Dollar’ (FN). Great cam- 
paign for this one, and it has Rob- 
inson, too; looks like an all right 
$9,500. Last week ‘No More Orchids’ 
(Col) about $4,500. 


Warner (WB) (2,000; 


RKO Pab Men Moving | Comparative Grosses f December 
Realignment of REO publicity 
men in the Greater New York zone 
has again been shifted. Total of grosses during December for towns and howees listed as pre- 
Larry Cowan who had 58th, th / viously reported weekly. Dates given are the closing day of the week, 
e ° St. and Westchester, takes over the 
Years in Studios and Theatres) sss’ tice‘? “ive a's eee 
, dled by ck Farrell. e h anc ee 
'86th Streets, besides the $list Street Nov. 26 Dec. 8 Dec. 10 Dec. 17 
and Jefferson, are added to Hal CAPITOL Faithless Prosperity Fu Manchu Flesh 
Oliver’s Palace and Mayfair houses. Hieh.1 sin $35,080 Pat al $40,000 $53,000 
L’ville’s Xmas Shopping’s | Julius Sacks takes over all of West- ow.. 000 age Show y 
chester, part of which had been enaee Dangerous — owes Wederaever Uptown N. Ye 
Over, Now Buying Shows --~tppeceaad parcelied to Bill Useel- High. $95,000 e490 gave) $48,500 Pag la 
on. ‘ . 
Louisville, Dec. 24, Johnny Cassidy continues with row am Stage Show Bue. ee r B M as 

With Christmas shopping over,| Richmond Hill, L. L, Flushing and High .$173,600 us -B $56,600 ow 4 to — Gal 

i : rae lyn. Harry Man- igh. ’ $31, ‘ or $22,000 
good biz for most of the town’s| the Madison, Brookly L 000 29 6 N 

is i : ..| del in future will handle the entire | —°“-- 22. Stage Show $29,600 (New Low) _ 

Seen eh_ Dene am Weer, vey 8 “poe Goldberg division comprising MAYFAIR Conquerors Conquerors Rockabye French Police 
with early showing of ‘Cynara’ fol- * N York and ors High. $53,800 $21,200 $12,400 $18,100 $13,200 
lowing third offering of ‘Grand Ho- Bronx, uptown New Yor part itow.. 7,200 (24 week) 
tel’ expects to cash in heavy, and) ot New Jersey, STRAND Fugitive Fugitive Fugitive | Match King” 
Strand also hopes to be white- High. $78,800; $39,500 $28,400 $19,700 $23,00( 
haired son of Santa with ‘Silver Low 8,000 (24 week) (84 week) (Final) 
Dollar.’ He 

Bert Smith’s Revue, formerly at MINNEAPOLIS (4th_week) ——=8 
Walnut here, opened run at National 
Sunday, succeeding Marcus Shows, CHICAGO 

yhicl ay i 3alti- 
hina opens come Gey & Sem Nov. 26 Dec. 3 Dec. 10 Dec. 17 . 

Advance sale on ‘Black Rhapsody,’ CHICAGO if I Had a Tess Evening for Flesh 
set for Auditorium Thursday (29), High. $71,300 Million $30,900 Sale $23,000 
and for Triangle Club’s ‘It’s the Low.. 23,000 $24,000 $34,000 (New Low) 
Valet,’ at same place Wednesday oe Stage Show Maurice 
(28), indicate good turnout. Chevalier 
_Joan Barlow returns to Gayety, Minneapolis, Dec. 24. ORIENTAL Three on Faithless Under Cover | Me and Gal 
es a a ee en- Much better b. o. hoped for from | High. Match $19,100 an $14,700 
ney ; s aw also en- Monday on. Milder weather the past Low.. 14,700 wl a $17,900 (New Low) 

Olive O’Neil, Chicago soprano, week and a flock of strong pictures age ow 
heads Brown roof floor show. coming up lend further encourage- STATE- Orphan Okay 

Estimates for This Week ment, LAKE Annie America (DARK) 

Loew’s (3,100; 25-35-50)—‘Cynara’}| The Christmas week screen line- | High. ay $12,000 $10,000 
(UA). Very nice at $8,000 on the| UP is just so-so. Gaynor-Farrell are |Low.. Vaude i» 
tapis. Last week ‘Grand Hotel’| strong box-office combination local- — ——————s 
(M-G), third showing, only $3,000. | ly, but weakness of ‘Tess’ is a hand- LOS ANGELES 

Rialto (Fourth Ave.) (2,700; 25-|icap for the State and mitigates 7 5 
30-55) —‘Handle With Care’ (Fox) | against any considerable build-up Nov. 2 ec. 3 Dec. 10 Dec. 17 
and Singer's Midgets. Fair $7,000. | the latter half of the week. LOEW’S Prosperity Tess 
Last week ‘Air Mail’ (U), just un-|' The RKO Orpheum, which used to STATE $8,500 $8,700 
der $5,000. open its shows on Sundays and then |High. $48,000! (New Low) 

Strand (Fourth Ave.) (1,786; 25-| later changed to Saturdays, moves|Low..  8,500/ (2d week) = 
35-50)—‘Silver Dollar’ (FN). Not| one day further forward, with Fri- PARA- Evening for Million Devil Is 
as big as expected; $4,000 is fair.| day openings starting this week. UNT ! 4,5 i 

MO Sale $14,500 Driving 
Last week ‘Central Park’ (Fox) | House has a novel film arrangement, High. $57,800 $10,000 (9 days) $9,500 
$1,400. which is helping biz. Matinee fea-|1 oy. 8,000| Stage Show - 

Brown (2,000; 25-35-40)—’Uptown| ture is ‘Orphan Annie,’ while ‘Half- WARNER'S Mouthful 3 Match Gai hh oh 
New York’ (Tif). Off at $1,600. Last | Naked Truth’ is the attraction from | Mor) ywip $12 900 36 400 - 6. Ry 
week ‘Conquerors’ (RKO) in second} 6:30 nightly. It is pulling heavy High 7 ’ $6, $ L 
week, $1,200. juvenile trade without hurting its |High. $37,800 (New Low) 

National (2.400; 15-25-40)—‘Shop- | night adult trade. Leon Errol, head- | Low.. 6,200 ie os 
worn’ (Col) and Bert Smith Revue. | lining the vaudeville, isn’t any ray| WARNER’S Mouthful 3 on Match Gali it Sin 
Low at $1,500. Last week Notre}on biz, either. DOWNT’N $10,600 $6,000 $6,000 
Dame-So. Cal. Game (U) and El Brendel, who earries much |High. $38,000 Vaude (New Low) 

Mares Show, $1,000. box-office weight, and Nae se Jory, |Low.. 6,000 SASS 
amo (Fourth Ave.) (900; 15-25-| long a local dramatic stock leading 
40)—'Me and My Girl’ (Fox). Fair | man and favofite, are being played BROOKLYN 
$1,600. Last week ‘Devil's Driving’ | up in the Century advertising and 
(Fox), $1,300. ¢Continued on page 40) Nov. 26 Dec. 3 Dec. 10 Dec. 17 _ 
PARA- Dangerous False Faces Paradise Undercover 
r - Oo 000 eaten $36,100 $28,100 Man 
® ° ° > e igh. 18,500 (8 days) Rudy VaHee $30,100 
Materials, Equipment, ia Radio City Low.. 18,500} (New Low) Maurice . George Raft 
Pricpaetanci onic Stage Show Chevalier 
csmmiiohe RKO Bis. and sie FOX Sherlock Tess Savage Too Busy +5 
g. 4 4 i 
Sections 1 and 9, Bak No. 10. Theatre No.8. High. Holmes $88,008 518,008 Work 
Weight ‘Weight Weight Low.. $12,000 $15,000 

Items. Quantity. te : ; an Stage Show 
Air cool. and cond. eq . nace . — ; bar 4 METRO F hi P F M h F 
A& oath. oa 5. Ee ae eevee °s - aithless rosperity u Manchu tesh 
Ass pies cove ta te, item se | 8 FT | POLITAN | $323,400 $27,000 $20,000 $19,000 
Brick—Common ..... 10,380,000 18,683 5,225,000 9,405 1,770,000 3,967 High. Vaude 

creme eseees 830,000 1,660 671.090 1 850,600 1, 100 Low.. 

Brass pipe, lin. ft..... 93,980 | 245 © 34,734 % 10950 © Bi ALBEE Conquerors |Goona-Goona | Rockabye | French Poliée 

Premee store fronts, aa fa High. $23,000 and $18,000 $11,700 

cute wisn wie , m6 4 ereee esees Low.. 11,400 Vaude Back Mouse 

ta ereerrey 3,400,000 400.5 2,106,990 990.8 600,000 85 $18,000 -= 
Cement, port., bbls. 167,100 = 31,247 46, 8, 22,1800 4,207 STRAND | Scarlet Dawn Mouthful Fugitive Fugitive 
a — a a Nn High $10,500 $13,300 $23,700 $18 000 
PA... yards........0. . 87,000 56,550 ae 6,490 5g00 3,380 L . 4 , . : : 
Slevatorn inc’ cain MD 7 an | i — aise 
aeopnteen . (3 - on 8 a NEW HAVEN 
Fire hose, sie sent 17.500 6 3m “20 86 Hea "0.7 
—  orepaeeh 372 11 a 4 x aoe 4 is Nov. 26 Dec. 3 Dec. 10 Dec. 17 

sheet, Rs = Tor ees see 206 «0,100 &4 8.100 8 PARA- Million Evenings for | Undercover |Devil Driving 

Granite, cu. ft...... ‘ 3,400 280 40 ap sop 220 _V.OUNT $9,600 Sale Man $8,100 

iron and Bt. doors...» 9,000 963 1, 32 High. $21,000! Stage Show $8,900 $9,300 

Elev. inclosures.. 1,280 669 308 1 a1 11 Low.. 6,300 — 

Elec. conduit, lin. ft. 1,540,000 193 44 60 112,000 14 PALACE Tess Savage Rockabye Fleeh 

lg yeeee ; 45,600 11.4 15, - 2,700 0.7 High. $20,000 $5,200 and and and 

Pict wm, pitoe. ‘ ox is 33 6  rrer A. Low.. 4,000 Oneed en ae Batt te Fete 

‘Ary Qala 1,000 29, 59, 800 65 ; , ) 

=. pone, ae mes 311,000 1, 985 86,067 5h 19,550 115 (8 days) 
ean Racer ggt “7 Zs ae z= — . Sherman 3 On Match Mouthful Conquerors Divorcementt 
Structural steel..... iatca?s. aa cece | 18,58 panes 8,220 High. $16,000 and and and and 
= guste’ egsees te 403 éiee 217 oebes 81 Low.. 1,500 “<< It om Cotton False Faces | Sport Parade 

: ,20 $6,300 $6,000 $5,500 
SOO Bacedacat oo Sees TET 429 ~~ 125 @neee 80 - — ~ 

Windows ........00 5,804 580 1, i 71 7 ; 

Lighting fixt ise 24, 00K 60 t 23 
Lime ee: mr, ni By Pare am Poet 3 o LOUISVILLE 5 
simestone, cu ’ - , ’ 

Lead pipe........0.. 3,700 11 ae 2 a 1 ; 2k: ek. ee. © Deo. V7 

Marble, struc., cu. ft. 9,200 736 1,700 136 600 46 i ak aoe nha” nes Paradise Flesh 

aint, nc struc. igh. $28, 2, eferre $4,800 5,900 
Se ee Oe Ss, ee @ || Low... 4,800 $4,900 (New Low) ‘ 

CONSOlES ... 6... ees : Ratean t < <sgne 3 83.9 1 16.3 STRAND Mouthful Million Tess Life Begins 
Sees ‘commas SE ge TE ee ee, Pee) eee $6,300 $4,600 $2,500 
a of Dl TE — Geece —_ eee 90 » mate : 000 

umbin xtures.... 2,075 i 
Radiatore, iron... ae 5,700 168 a0 % EH 44 High. $1600 -— — Saane 8 na Ba a ew 

adiation, " a . ¥ ® ’ »@ 

eck cc yar OSS hE oaks SS Ss ||““Saown 

sand, «+ VGseeeveeee ’ 2, ’ ? 2 i a 

Stone, crush. cu. yd. 8,600 10,750 4,880 i,6BO«4,000 «iB, 000 Hisk $14,000 weer ee Virtue Rockabye Conquerors 
Terrazzo, floor, sq. ft. 197,000 197 17,400 17 1,950 2 ign. ’ , $1,900 $3,000 * ~94,300 
Telephones heoas sats 19, 95 3,400 17.5 100 0.5 Low.. 1,600) (New Low) 

erra \ » x > . ‘od 

RM corse cc cuctes 2,812 22,496 750,000 6,000 155,000 1,240 ALAMO Learned Sherlock Wild Mesa Afraid to 
Theatre seats....... a 6,000 102.5 500 87.5 High. $11,600 Women Holmes $2,600 Talk 
Tile roofing........ ‘ 94,000 470 =: 65, 625 328 48=—s_- 28,312 142 Low.. 1,500 $3,000 $1,700 $1,700 
Verve and fittings... seas 80 ee 29 ornss 21 - x - 

AIVEB .ceccesecece Lone 0—S-—«(Ca ° weere @erse 

|” e tt oe. 22,908 Oeees 6,600 gMae PIT TSBURGH 
Woed door saddles... 4,500 7 600 150 0.25 — 
Unclassified materials. ices S00 ooece RUT sanee PR ] Nov. 26 Dec. 3 Dec. 10 Dec. 17 

Total weights..... 322,450 107,800 44,830 Hick 948,000 seco rg Savage Cananevore 
AREA . ,000 , ; ,000 7,500 
RCA Bella [es cubic rants feet, a igre tow ee K FE ii th sei 
ullding..... eceeecccscceees tentable area, square eeeeece ) ongo ellow e Rockabye Ww Tell 
§ Volume, cubic feet........ coeee 5,040,000 |High. $12,000 $4,500 Leader $6,300. °33, 400 
REO BulldingG. .cvececccccccccses: 2? Rentable area, square feet.. seecceee 862, 200 j Low.. 1,900 $5,700 
§ Vol bi f Re ccccccccces ccege 7, 853,000 “ ° nae 
Radio City Music Hall............ ? M tenn ons of ana eer seeeerseceete 6,000 Hi heat 000 arte Rain Million Flesh 
§ Volume, cubic feet. coccccecesocccccs 4,484,000 '9 $ r 0 $15,000 $11,000 $12,000 
REO Roxy Theatre.« ....cccccecess iNumber Of seats...cescccsecseces 3.506 Low.. 7,500 
«Continued on page 19) 
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“HORSE FEATHERS” 


“GUILTY AS HELL” 


“LOVE ME TONIGHT” 


10,000 WITNESSES” 


“NIGHT OF JUNE 13” 


* . 


“BLONDE VENUS” 


“NIGHT AFTER NIGHT” 


“IF 1 HAD A MILLION” 


“UNDER-COVER MAN” 


“THE BIG BROADCAST” 





THESE WERE THE G 
PICTURES OF THE 
Stel iiek 
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“A FAREWELL TO ARMS” 


CECIL B. DeMILLE'S 
“THE SIGN OF THE CROSS” 


CLARK GABLE 
“NO MAN OF HER OWN” 


| MAE WEST 
n “SHE DONE HIM WRONG” 


KATE SMITH 
in “HELLO, EVERYBODY !” 


MAURICE CHEVALIER 
in “BEDTIME STORY” 





* 
H. G. WELLS’ 


“ISLAND OF LOST SOULS” 
“KING OF THE JUNGLE” 


“. MARLENE DIETRICH 


FREDRIC MARCH 
in “SONG OF SONGS” 





e 
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HELEN HAYES — GARY COOPER — ADOLPHE MENJOU 


“THE BILLION DOLLAR SCANDAL” 
with ROBERT ARMSTRONG—CONSTANCE CUMMINGS 





THESE WILL BE THE GREAT 


PICTURES OF THE NEXT 
SIX MONTHS 
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Talking Shorts 








CHARLEY CHASE 
‘Girt Grief’ 
Comedy 
19 Mins. 
Orpheum 
Roach- Metro 

Charley Chase is still playing 
himself in two-reelers. And the 
quality of material he’s using is 
about the same as it’s been for 
years, if this release is any criterion. 
Chase's big trouble may be that he 
seems to want to do everything 
himself. His support always seems 
helpless, hopeless and useless. Okay 
where the account merely calls the 
exchange asking for a two-reeler. 

In ‘Girl Grief,’ with glasses as 
character, Chase does a bashful lad 
who’s to sub for his ill mother at 
the head of a singing class in a 
swank girl’s school. Much of the 
kina of slapstick that’s now stale, 
both in form and in treatment, is in 
evidence. 

More than was achieved in a 
laugh way, it seems, could have been 
worked around the flock of cats 
piling into Chase’s room after one 
of the girl cutups had put catnip in 
his bed. And is that idea of a cat’s 
voice, coming from offscreen, ter- 
rible! Char. 


‘THE FORGOTTEN ISLAND’ 
Travel Novelty 
9 Mins. 
Orpheum 
Educational 

An analytical audience may figure 
out that it was all staged, but the 
majority won't, latter getting a kick 
out of the buildup on sinister, mys- 
terious San Nicholas island and the 
two explorers who managed to land 
on it and got marooned. Moderately 
well photographed and effectively 
dialoged, it’s filler for the B houses, 
at least. 

Short at first pictures San Nicho- 
las island and the many wrecked 
ships lying near its shores. When 
two intrepid gents manage a land- 
ing on a nice beach, no one seemed 
to have thought of before, action 
leans to the many human skulls and 
bones which tell some kind of a tale. 
Then the men realize their boat has 
disappeared, whereupon on signals 
to a passing ship the Coast Guard 
is brought into play. And what a 
buildup for the old Coast Guard. 

Photography of the U. S. boat 
going to the rescue tops most every- 


thing seen in newsreels. Char. 
‘BETHLEHEM TO JERUSALEM’ 
Travelog 

9 Mins. 


Strand, N. Y. 
Vitaphone No. 1248 

Capably handled black-and-white 
travel subject dealing with the Holy 
Land with special reference to New 
Testament scenes and thus made 
applicable to the Christmas season. 

Off-screen voice delivers a lecture. 
Apparently library material revived 
for the special purpose. Interesting 
views of the highways from Bethle- 
hem to Jerusalem with appropriate 
comment. Serves nicely for a Yule 
program filler. Rush. 





CLARK and McCULLOUGH 
‘The Iceman’s Ball’ 
20 Mins. 
Mayfair, N. Y. 
Radio 

More pies are thrown in this than 
in any short made since sound. And 
it doesn’t possess one full laugh. 

The title is just incidental. Clark 
and McCullough simply borrow po- 
lice uniforms, appropriate a police 
car and invite the new commission- 
er to a noisy house party. 

After that come the pies and oth- 
er bromides associated with such 
work such as distraught husbands, 
ete. Waly. 


AESOP FABLE 
‘Silvery Moon’ (Cartoon) 
6 Mins. 
Mayfair, N. Y. 
Radio 

Up until the minute before they 
enter the moon this cartoon prom- 
ises to present something original. 
After that it’s the regular routine 
of dancing by pen creatures be- 
tween wallowings in ice cream and 
candy. 

Very, very young children, prefer- 
ably graduate infants, will enjoy 
this short if for no other reason 
than its suggestion of a visit to the 
corner candy store right after the 





show. Waly. 
‘JUST DOGS’ 
Silly Symp!wny 
Cartoon 
5 Mins. 
State, N. Y. 
United Artists 
Novel, as most all Silly Sym- 


phonys, but not as good as some 
Walt Disney has turned out for 
UA release this year. Still no 
worry on qualifying as filler in 
these days of a lot of bum shorts. 
Idea of this one revolves around 
a little pup’s efforts to make a pal 
out. of a big bruiser mutt, whose 
escape from a pound he first ef- 
fects. On digging up a bone, the 
usual chase business comes in, with 
the Lehtweight mutt finally win- 
ning ine other as a pal by again 
gaving the day. Char. 


SILLY SYMPHONY 
‘fanta’s Workshop’ 
Cartoon Comedy 
7 Mins. 
Roxy, N. Y. : 
United Artists 

Christmas subject in this series, 
done in an engaging comedy spirit. 
Gag of the idea is that Old St. Nick 
runs his toy factory like a Henry 
Ford plant, toys being made on an 
assembly line like Lizzies. Whole 
thing is done in color. 

Resourcefulness of comedy idea 
is typical of the Disney technique. 
Dolls come along the moving belt; 
a spider is dangled before their 
eyes and their hair stands on end, 
just in time for a gadget to descend 
and give them a permanent wave. 
Like comic detail goes into the 
manufacture of hobby horses, the 
little factory gnomes working with 
the most elaborate power tools, and 
singing at their work for a musical 
accompaniment. 

A fast and amusing comedy ap- 
propriate to the holiday time. 

Rush. 





RASPUTIN 


Metro production and release co-starring 
the three Barrymoree. John, Ethel, and 
Lionel. Directed by Richard Boleslavsky. 
Story by Charles MacArthur. Music, Her- 
bert Stothart; camera, William Daniels; 
film editor, Tom Held. Running time 133 









Mins., at Astor, New York, twice daily; 
$2.20 top; commencing Dec. 2. 

Prince Chegodieff.......... John Barrymore 
The Czarina.... ..-Ethel Barrymore 
Rasputin...... ..-Lionel Barrymore 
The Pesocssoce ...-Ralph Morgan 


° -Diana Wynyard 
The Czarevitch..... ...-Tad Alexander 
Grand Duke Igor... ...C. Henry Gordon 
Doctor Remesgov...........- Edward Arnold 


‘Rasputin and the Empress’ is 
not a good picture. It will prob- 
ably shape up better when that 
overly long 133 minutes is cut, but 
it’s still a long-winded affair, rather 
vague and aimless and at no times 


gripping. The inclusion of the three 
Barrymores, John, Ethel, and Lionel, 
is the best showmanship about it, 
but that’s not particularly effective. 
Lionel makes a straight of his 
brother and a stooge of Ethel. 


The femme head of the Barry- 
more histrionic dynasty means little 
or nothing to the picture bunch and 
shapes up ditto, while John is al- 
ways at a disadvantage when Lionel 
is in the same celluloid. Pointed 
here, as it is, toward Rasputin 
(Lionel), the gallant John as the 
honorable nobleman of the last 
ezaristic regime is totally eclipsed. 
Ethel is the czarina. 


Apart from the general ineptitude 
of the story, the whole structure 
lacks conviction and sympathy. For 
one thing, the public mind, regard- 
less of any contemporary mass at- 
titude toward the Soviet regime, has 
a more or less definitely negative 
reaction to the Romanoff dynasty. 
Propaganda and the basic American 
conception of democratic principles 
have never favored the last royal 
family of imperialistic Russia. 
Hence, when Ralph Morgan plays 
the wishy-washy, but none the less 
definitely sympathetic Czar Nicho- 
las to the hilt in saccharine and 
sympathy, that in itself is a premise 
which doesn’t click with the popu- 
lar mind, 


It makes Rasputin’s villainy only 
the more blackguardly colorful, for 
there's no doubts that Raspie was 
‘the black monk’ incarnate, and 
Lionel, for the convincer, gives 
Rasp a little of the old Svengali- 
Frankenstein treatment toward the 
end. He’s a debaucser of women, 
a scarer of children and a cabalis- 
tic ghoul who, through his hypnotic 
‘cure’ of the czarevitch (sympathet- 
ically and well played by young 
Tad Alexander), fast rises from 
peasantry to control of the royal 
household and a nation of 160,000,- 
000 Russians. 


Charles MacArthur, the author, 
seemingly strove to cram the his- 
tory of a dynasty into a screen 
limit and at the same time make it 
something of an historical document 
along with boxoffice appeal. That's 
been too difficult a task. There also 
figured, obviously, the spectre of 
censure and censorship in the event 
of partisanship. 


But Metro strove so hard for the 
authentic that the hapless inclusion 
of streaky newsreel clips set this 
ultra 1932 Hollywood product back 
five to 10 years in cinematography, 
whenever the mass shots were es- 
sayed. A couple would have fooled 
or sufficed, but when the streaky 
newsclip prints are sandwiched in 
with the present-day screen product, 
and sound-dubbed, it’s by no means 
convincing. Makes this picture too 
heavy and, minus cost of production 
by Metro, not much beyond the 
many foreign ‘Rasputins’ show over 
here. 


‘Rasputin and the Empress’ may 
be misleading in its titular import. 
There’s no 8. a. angle there, the Em- 
press being one of the few imme- 
diate contactees with the mesmer- 
izing monk who doesn’t give in to 
the glassy eye and hypnotic trance 





routine. He has made others suc- 








Miniature Reviews 


‘Rasputin and the Empress’ 
(Metro). Long, unwieldly and 
somewhat dull. Co-stars the 
three Barrymores. That's the 
pic’s best b.o. bally. 

‘Silver Dollar’(FN). Muddled 
story of Colorado silver boom, 
with Edward G. Robinson do- 
ing some of his ablest work. 
Historical subject admirably 
done as to its variety but not 
so strong on its commercial 
side. Should open well and 
then must be made to stand 
up, besides Robinson’s rep. 

‘Mme. Butterfly’ (Par). Old 
plot treated in the oldfashioned 
way, with little added to or 
changed from the original. 
Travels slow and makes for 
only fair entertainment. Syl- 
via Sidney, featured, does well 
with the difficult lead part. 

‘Little Orphan Annie’ (RKO). 
Okay as a good-will offering 
on the bottom half of a double 
header. Looks specially built 
for Christmas holiday book- 
ings. Fairly well done but very 
little general b.o. appeal. 

‘Penguin Pool Murder’ (Ra- 
dio). Entertaining, but too 
light to hold up for a week in 
the average A house. 

‘Big Town’ (Invincible). 
Somewhat belated crime ex- 
pose story along beaten paths. 
Best doubled. 

‘Dynamite Ranch’ (W. W.). 
More story than usual for 
western, but it doesn’t get in 





the way of the action. Par for 
its type. 
‘The Great Divide’ (Rule). 


State rights composite war 
records which did surprise biz 
at McVickers, Chicago 

‘Unwritten Law’ (Majestic). 
Familiar murder mystery nice- 
ly mounted and with an ex- 
ceptionally good cast handi- 
capped by a poor script. Bet- 
ter than average indie. 

‘Fast Life’ (Metro). Wiliiam 
Haines in another’ smart- 
cracking assignment, on the 
make for the girl most of the 
footage. Fair entertainment 
and will draw where action 
pictures of any kind sell. 

‘Handle With Care’ (Fox). 
Mild romance and comedy in- 
volving two kid actors. De- 
signed for the family trade 
where it will hold as fair av- 
erage, but out of place and 
blah for key town deluxers. 











cumb and gives out a little of the 
Frankie-Dracula stuff when ogling 
one of the adolescent princesses (in- 
cidentally a corking new screen 
personality, unprogramed), but the 
matter of maturity kept him distant 
from the czarina. 


Only after an hour and 40 min- 
utes does the conflicting motivation 
begin to assert itself. For 100 min- 
utes by the watch it’s a more or less 
passive buildup of Raspie’s machi- 
nations. The payoff is a fierce hand- 
to-hand physical encounter between 
John and Lionel, the audience root- 
ing for Rasp’s assassination or mur- 
der—and the end. 


The court stuff and elaborate mil- 
itary maneuvers are great cinematic 
flashes, but that’s incidental, as are 
the elaborate ecclesiastic rituals. 
The Romanoffs were seemingly a 
holy family, steeped in secular lore 
and committed almost fanatically, 
apparently, to ecclesiastic guidance 
from above. That, too, may be au- 
thentic history, but there’s an over- 
plus of it on the sheet. 

Cutting 133 minutes in half, or 
thereabouts, isn’t so prohibitive a 
task, judging from this footage. 
That'll give an idea. It’s not a $2 
picture, although Metro will prob- 
ably give it the extended routine at 
the Astor, as has been a practice 
with some pictures in the past. The 
holiday debut may be a help for a 
starter, Abel. 


SILVER DOLLAR 


First National production and _ release. 
Starring Edward G. Robinson. Directed by 
Alfred E. Green, Bebe Daniels and Aline 
MacMahon featured. Based on the book by 
David Karsner, adaptation by Carl Erickson 
and Harvey Thew. Cameraman, James 
Van Trees. Film editor, George Marks. 
Art director, Robert Haas. Gowns by 
Orry-Kelly. At Strand, New York, Dec. 22. 
Running time, 83 mins. 

Yates Martin..........Edward G. Robinson 
Lily Owens........ ceercesceces Bebe Daniels 
Sarah Martin........+++e+..Aline MacMahon 
Poker Année... +».Jobyna Howland 


oe Forema@n..eseeeees+-DeEWitt Jennings 
ol. 


Stanton...e.sseeces++-Robert Warwick 
eececccces Russell Simpson 
Corcesccscess Harry Holman 






seeees-Charles Middleton 
Gelsey..... Co cecevccceeseeseced John Marston 
BERG. BOOB. cccccccscccces Marjorie Gateson 
Pres. Chester A. Arthur..Emmett Corrigan 
nn 26) ved s sabeent Walter Rogers 
William Jennings Bryan...... Niles Welch 





This new chapter in the ‘Covered 
Wagon’-‘Cimarron’ series started at 
the Strand under remarkably favor- 
able auspices. Getting under way a 





day ahead of the Xmas field, it had 
a monopoly on screen premieres, but 
that wouldn’t explain the heavy at- 
tendance alone. As a historical rec- 
ord the production is worthiiy done, 
but probably the presence of Ed- 
ward G. Robinson in his Broadway 
home stand and the heavy publicity 
campaign that preceded the open- 
ing, together wiih an arresting title, 
did more for the getaway than did 
the intrinsic lure of the subject. 


On the surface the picture is lack- 
ing in those attributes of universal 
popularity that mark the money 
release, Theatrically speaking, it 
isn’t a play at all, lacking as it does 
a2 dramatic progression to a climax; 
it is devoid of what are recognized 
as situations, has small romantic in- 
terest, and is almost without sus- 
pense. What it has, however, is the 
stamp of historical verity and fasci- 
nating performances by Robinson, 
Aline MacMahon and a long list of 
lesser players and a thoroughly in- 
teresting, even if discursive, story. 


Whether these points of excel- 
lence will make a strong appeal to 
the generality of picture-goers (as 
compared to the commercial quali- 
ties of dramatic force and romantic 
appeal) remains to be seen. As good 
a guess as any, based on the early 
showing of the picture on Broad- 
way, is that it will make a great 
start and then taper off. Under the 
circumstances it ought to be a hold- 
over atthe Strand, that being Rob- 
inson’s stronghold. 


It is possible that the worthy pur- 
pose of the producer was to crys- 
tallize the Colorado silver boom and 
Its political consequences, with a 
fidelity that scorned theatrical de- 
vice—to picture an American epoch 
faithfully at the expense of theatre 
technique. That much they have 
succeeded in doing, but it is doubt- 
ful if that method is saleable in the 
highest degree. 

Artistically, the thing has been 
splendidly worked out. The saga of 
this shiftless adventurer and his 
wife from Kansas is utteriy con- 
vincing as a pure excerpt from the 
record. The whole footage per- 
suades you that it is true. Those 
atmospheric passages in ‘The Cov- 
ered Wagon’ were no more vivid in 
reality than the highlights of ‘Silver 
Dollar.” These people really live. 
What they do is less compelling than 
the way they do it. 

The result is another biographical 
Dlay, Mostly interesting but seldom 
dramatically gripping. Story has 
excellent touches of humor and oc- 
casional introduction of historical 
personages, among them Gen. Grant 
and President Arthur, - skillfully 
played by Walter Rogers and Niles 
Welch, respectively, not to speak of 
William Jennings Bryan as a young 
man (date is about ’84). 


Story has to do with the discovery 
of silver near Leadville and the hap- 
hazard enrichment of the genial but 
impractical Yates Martin. His level- 
headed wife (Miss MaeMahon) ad- 
vises against each of his wild specu- 
lations, but by dumb luck he rises 
to prodigal wealth, becomes mayor 
of Denver, Lieut.-Governor of Colo- 
rado, and then U.S. senator. Throw- 
ing money about with both hands, 
he builds a preposterously magnifi- 
cent opera house in Denver and 
there is host to the grumpy Gen. 
Grant at its gala opening. 


With vast wealth he falls victim 
to a siren, casts off his wife and 
goes to Washington by a political 
trick, there to wed the new charmer 
in the august presence of the be- 
whispered President Arthur. He is 
still gcing wide and free amid mag- 
nificence possible only by a parvenu, 
when Cleveland demonitizes silver. 
Over night he is broke, collapsing as 
an old man as he wanders about the 
scenes of his ancient greatness, 


Events of the story are from the 
literary conventions. The blonde 
siren who lures him from his faith- 
ful wife remains true to him in ad- 
versity, tnstead of departing with 
his wealth. The things that happen 
around and to him are epic, but this 
hero is far from heroic proportions. 
Rather he is a loud-mouthed, bla- 
tant nonentity as the central figure 
of momentous happenings, a puz- 
zling confusion of values that is 
typical of the whole work, which 
must have been clearer in the print- 
ed page than it is on the screen. 

Rush. 


MME. BUTTERFLY 


B. P. Schulberg production and Paramount 
release. Sylvia Sidney featured. Directed 
| by Marion Gering. Adapted by Josephine 
Lovett and Joseph Moncure March from the 





story by John Luther Long and play by 
|David Belasco. Music from the Puccin{ 
jopera, Additional music by W. Franke 
Harling. David Abel, photog. At Para. 
mount, New York, week Dec. 23 Running 
ij time, 8 minutes, 
| Cho-Cho-San.................-Sylvia Sidney 
| Lieut. B. F. Pinkerton......... Cary Grant 
i Lieut. Barton....csccsseses Charlie Ruegles 
| GOTO. ...-eccecceccseccsecees. Sandor Kallay 
Yomadori.......-- vere re rt + rer Irving Pichel 
Cho-Cho's mother...... Helen Jerome Eddy 
Cho-Cho’s granéfathor......Edmund Preese 
MING. GOTO. ceccccsccscccess Juduith Vosselli 
BUBUR). . ccccvcceccsccccccecces Louise Carter 
Peach BlOssom...ccccccces:s Dorethy Libaire 
Mrs. Pinkerton..... ereccccesers Shiela Terry 


Slew moving and tedious talker- 
ization of the noted operatic and 
legit plot that must depend entirely 
on the title to draw its business. As 
a picture it is hardly more than fair, 
and as a grosser it should rate about 
fair also. 


Although the pattern has been 
used for screen purposes in various 
forms countless times, the ‘Butter- 
fly’ theme and title have been dor- 
mant in this amusement branch 
since a silent version years ago. Al- 
though it’s cleaned up a bit, with 
the seduction of Mme. Butterfly 
slightly purified by a native mare 
riage ceremony, and the dialog cone 
tains some current slang that wasn’t 
in the original, nothing radically 
new was inserted by the talker pro- 
ducers. The most pleasant change 
is the tragic heroine, Sylvia Sidney, 
as lovely a Mme. Butterfly as ever 
curled her eyebrows upward. 


Miss Sidney was up against a 
tough assignment and sometimes 
she doesn’t finish on top. The role 
as constructed and the lines as writ- 
ten very often become too much of 
a struggle for her, as they would 
for probably any actress. As the 
wistful geisha girl who meets her 
one and only in her first night at 
the Japanese Rose Bailey's and then 
crams an entire married life into a 
Yankee sailor’s six weeks’ shore 
leave, she is most convincing most 
of the time. But the old-fashioned 
build-up and the pigeon English 
that goes with it make for an une 
favorable start. 

By the time Miss Sidney sure 
mounts the handicaps by the simple 
artistry of her acting, the plot has 
slowed down to aturtle’s gallop. It’s 
too late then. 

There are numerous Japanese 
characters in for every purpose from 
paternal severity to comedy relief. 
They do everything but risley. More 
comedy comes from Charlie Ruggles 
in one of those stock Ruggles roles. 
Cary Grant is okay on the looks but 
a rather cold Lieut. Pinkerton who 
fails to look, sound or act as im- 
pulsive as the authors intended him 
to be. A cute Japanese kid about 
three years old is the east’s most 
interesting member outside of Miss 
Sidney. 

Puccini's opera score runs through 
the sound track as a musical back- 
ground but never is permitted to be 
heard above the dialog nor gain 
distinction in the pantomimic moe- 
ments. Grant sings one song and it 
isn’t so hot. 


Photography first rate. Bige. 


Little Orphan Annie 


RKO production and release. Based upon 
comic strip of Harold Gray and Al Lowen- 
thal. Featuring Mitzi Green and May 
Robson. Directed by John Robertson. 
Screen play by Wanda Tuchock and Tom 
McNamara. Camera, Jack McKenzie. At 
the Mayfair, N. Y., matinee half of holiday 
week, beginning Friday, Dec, 73. Running 


time, @ minutes. 

POs 565640006065 00406 600000 00 Mitzi Green 
PO ss 5 4660090800606 600040 Busier Phelps 
BEre. Stewar4t. cccocecccceccces: May Robson 
Mra. Bureim.cccccce eoccsceace Kate Lawson 
es Ss 6 6665006045000 6R 00 Matt Moore 
Daddy Warbucks..... «e+.- Edgar Kennedy 
SOCIO 5 0's. 0:00:6 08605 600608 CHRes Sidney Bracey 


Fits only as a good-will offering 
on the bottom half of doubleheaders. 
Its immediate b. o. value is negli- 
gible, and with its Xmas setting at 
the finish the picture, based on the 
comic strip of the same title, ranks 
chiefly as a holiday booking special. 

Otherwise it’s a pretty fair begin- 
ner for RKO if the latter plans to 
indulge in some _ schoolroom film 
stuff. The picture should delight 
the Hays office and the censors, 
however, because it hasn’t a single 
objectionable moral angle, It's 


(Continued on page 15) 








The Woman’s Angle 


. 








‘Silver Dollar’ (FN). E. G. Robinson makes the matrons like him as 
one of the nation’s blustering, good-hearted lucky boys even though he 


walks out on his wife—because he’s punished for it. 


His love life, sec- 


ondary to the historical story, is too naive and Babbitty to pack flap 


appeal, 





‘Handle With Care’ (Fox). 
the trusting home folks. 


‘Fast Life’ (MGM. 


and femme attendance likewise. 


‘Madame Butterfly’ (Par). 
knows is going to happen. 
amidst handsome production not 
younger generation entertained. 


Matrons have more patience. 


Kindly little incidents strung together for 
Lightweight for trained lady picture shoppers. 





Manufactured formula tied to a motorboat race, 
with William Haines as a petulant smarty again. 


Romance negative 


Takes too long to tell what everybody 
Appealing Sylvia Sidney’s blichted love 


quite enough to keep the restless 
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PARAMOUNT, N. Y. 


New York, Dec. 28. 


Earl Carroll's ‘Vanities,’ after a 
$4.40 run farther up the street, 
ought to impress the natives as a 
good buy here for 75c, with Par’s 
‘Mme. Butterfly’ talker thrown in. 
They can’t go wrong for six bits, 
although they won't be seeing the 
$4.40 ‘Vanities.” They'll see what's 
left of it. 

Between ‘Butterfly’ and the re- 
vue, the Paramount isn’t aiming at 
the kiddies this Christmas week. 
That’s contrary to custom. The 
east-west love affair in the picture 
isn’t juvenile entertainment, and 
much less so those extra special 
Carroll blackouts in the boiled-down 
‘Vanities.’ And the latter’s leading 
player, Milton Berle, didn’t have a- 
Sunday school route in mind when 
copping his material, either. 

‘Vanities’ as a 62-minute stage 
show gives the customers a let more 
flash than they generally see, even 
in this de luxe picture house, For 
$12,000 it should. Out of the flock 
of Carroll beauts, 16 are in for this 
lowbrow week, and that’s sufficient 
for 75¢e. There are four sightly pro- 
duction numbers from the original 
total and some good-looking back- 
drops for lesser doings are included 
in the baggage. 

Blackouts, all yariations of the 
returning husband triangle, fall in 
between the girl numbers and spe- 
clalties, and once or twice they ar- 
rive in succession. It’s blackouting 
’em to death in this comparatively 
short running time. 

In ali, and with all the foreign 
talent out, there seems to be 41 peo- 
ple in the cast, of whom nine are 
principals. Latter include Berle, 
Lillian Shade, Dora Maughan, Mar- 
celle Edwards, Beryl Wallace, Blade 
Conway, Mickey Bond, John Hale 
and Georgie Tapps. Berle is on 
longer than Hamlet, but welcome 
because he’s the only fast worker 
in the troupe. Without him things 
probably would travel pretty slow, 
since speed is missing from every- 
thing else but the precision routines 
by the Helen Jackson Girls, who 
comprise 50% of the troupe’s en- 
semble. 

The showgirls, whose good looks 
have to be taken for granted from 
the back of this theatre, do some 
parading in abbreviated costumes, 
and cooch a little here and there, 
but there’s no nudity. The show 
isn’t as particular about its gags, 
however. 

Program suggests the holiday 
spirit only in one item, the Jesse 
Crawford organ presentation. Graw- 
ford chances a big departure this 
week, and the result is a standout 
feature. It’s billed as the world’s 
first triple organ concert, but out- 
side of Crawford's own console work 
the most important ingredients are 
the pit orchestra’s accompaniment 
and a singing Christmas card tab- 
leau on the stage. Three organs are 
placed at efther end and in the cen- 
ter of the orchestra pit. Crawford 
doubles as organ pumper and or- 
chestra conductor, and gives them a 
novelty in form of bass golo in 
which only the feet are used. 

There weren't many standing Fri- 
day night, but there were plenty 
sitting. It Indicated like a good if 
not sensational week. Bige. 


ROKY, N. Y. 
New York, Dec. 23. 


Stage proceedings at the Roxy for 
the holiday we are rather per- 
functory. Best item is a singing 
ensemble representing a Christmas 
card done in the manner of the 
miracle plays of the 14th Century, 
a capital pictorial idea that gets 
over in spite of the obvious econ- 
omy that has gone into its execu- 
tion. Ths is an interlude woven 
into the overture and made effective 
by its medieval costuming and sim- 
pie background of an ancient cathe- 
dral frontage, which turns out to 
be a transparency through which 
later is revealed a sort of altar 
srouping of draped women’s figures, 
with the haloed Virgin surmounting 
the composition, and thrown into 
bold relief by a strong overhead 
light. 

With the tableau—for it amounts 
to that, despite some minor move- 
ments among the ensemble—go the 
old familiar songs and hymns: ‘God 
Rest You, Merrie Gentlemen,’ 
Adeste Fideles,” ‘Holy Night’ and 
(as the group of saints grows into 
view) the swelling notes of ‘Agnus 
Dei.’ It is the musical accompani- 
ment as much as the staging that 
makes this interlude an engaging 
and spirited bit of staging. Singing 
is led by the Four Minute Men, male 
quartet, in the costume of ancient 
carol singers. The figure of the 
Madonna is posed by Helen Steele, 
whose fine soprano is heard at the 
finale, 

Fox Movietone follows with inter- 
esting clips, and then into the sec- 
ond stage portion, rather stencil in 
idea and pattern. Opens in ‘A Toy 
Shop,’ with spangled backdrop and 
borders of silver and scarlet, with a 
brief singing number as the toys 
enter, the Roxyettes as French dolls, 
comedy dolls and Russian toys for 
a mild dance routine, succeeded by 
Catherine Littlefield’s solo number 
on her toes. 











The Lomas troupe take the center 
for their familiar prop horse com- 
edy pantomime, good for laughs and! 


with a capital finish in a breakaway 
cart. Duke McHale is on for a solo 
session of buck and wing and 
broken rhythm taps, giving way to 
that old standby, ‘Parade of the 
Wooden Soldiers,’ by the Roxy- 
ettes, ending with the toppling 
leader, who starts the whole line off 
balance as they collapse in a run- 
ning wave. 

Lomas troupe back on empty 
stage to do their graduated stilt 
specialty, starting with the parade 
of a midget, who is joined by seven 
other men, each taller than the one 
before, until the final is 12 feet high 
or 80. Just a walk around time- 
filler. 

Silver back drop sinks out of 
sight, revealing everybody grouped 
on an elevation around a Noah’s 
Ark, as Conrad’s Pigeons take up 
the running for the finale, working 
the birds through the usual rou- 
tines, accompanied by the trainer’s 
aimless talk, which was lost here. 
Finish is effective. Front of the ark 
opens in an illuminated panel, and 
the pigeons, released from the top- 
most recesses of the roof, swoop 
down across the theatre and come 
to rest within the ark. 

Outside of the spectacle features 
the show is the weakest the house 
has had so far, being made up on 
its specialty side of three acts that 
would grade about No. 2 on an in- 
termediate vaude biil. 

‘Santa’s Workshop,’ United Art- 
ists’ Silly Symphony short was in 
ths show opening day, although it 
was shown at the house all the week 
before, obviously a slipup somewhere, 
since the program specified ‘Glad 
Rags to Riches,’ Baby Stars comedy. 
Feature is ‘Handle With Care’ 
(Fox), mild romance that needed 
support. Business this Friday night 
at extreme low ebb. Rush. 


Paramount, New Haven 
New Haven, Dec. 22. 


Current week's show, ‘Movie Cir- 
cus’ idea, is the second F. & M. 
unit set to sidestep the Fox, Brook- 
lyn, due to that house’s new policy 
of staging their own stage fare and 
it’s just too bad for that theatre 
because, according to all reports, 
the house could use a stage show of 
this calibre. 


KF. & M. units are due to shift 
from the local Paramount in a week 
or two and it looks like some of the 
best F. & M. stuff is coming through 
now as a parting gesture. 

It’s a Gae Foster production run- 
ning 43 minutes and it’s a neat job. 
A glove-fitting title plus a bunch of 
first-class entertainers make it 
something to write home about. 

Unit opens with Monte Blue on 
the apron spieling a bit about him- 
self and his movie career. Blue does 
not make the conventional film 
star’s personal appearance, which 
consists of excerpts from his films 
plus some flat gags. He does a day’s 
work at each show, ring-mastering 
the whole unit. After introductory 
remarks, traveler parts show a cir- 
cus sideshow set in full. Set is ef- 
fective. Tie-in with title is offered 
when Blue introduces line girls 
garbed in costumes worn by various 
stars in making of films. 

Stage clears for Kirk and Law- 
rence who get a nice response for 
their clowning with a couple of 
prop horses. Act scored despite it’s 
an early repeater. Kirk will shelve 
the act as is in a few weeks and 
bring in a new routine using five 
people. 

Twelve girls on again and do a 
number representing trained ponies, 
with Blue putting them through 
their paces. Followed by Annette 
Ames in front of a drop in two. 
Girl, about the size of a period, 
comes on with a song, goes into a 
tap and tops it with some chatter 
with Blue, who is in as many scenes 
as Ed Wynn fills out in ‘Laugh Pa- 
rade.” Ames girl off to a nice hand. 

Line on again in a military toe 
routine, which keeps the girls on 
their pedal digits for three full 
minutes. It’s a classy number with 
the line working in and out of areh- 
ways in curtain. Set changes to a 
drop showing balancing seal and 
girls continue this intricate routine 
under Blue's direction. 

Seal drop flies for Monroe Broth- 
ers who trampoline in full. These 
boys have been around a long time, 
but they still manage to get a lot of 
laughs with their hokum. Prac- 
tically stopped the show at per- 
formance caught. 

Followed by line girls in red cos- 
tumes against a dark drop repre- 
senting sideshow box office. Lights 
and costumes present striking effect 
as girls go into brief dance. Shed 
gowns for blue tights as curtain 
flies to show trapezes and flying 
rings on which girls work forrnation 
under Blue's guidance. Apparatus 
cleared as unbilled girl steps out °f 
line for some contortion posing ona 
white ten-foot column against a 
black curtain. 

jlue then gives girls a break by 
stepping to foots to tell audience 
the show really belongs to the line 
And he’s pretty near right, as they 
are as versatile a bunch of kids as 


have shown here in a month of 
Sundays. Flash finale has girl 
spinning on aerial ropes. 

Henry Busse ‘Naples’ overture, 
Eddie Weaver organ solo, news and 
‘He Learned About Women’ com- 
pleted a nice bill that was wasiel 
on vacant pews, Bone, 


CAPITOL, N. Y. 


New York, Dec. 28. 
Unlikely that the normal gross of 
the Capitol will be increased this 
week. Majority draw is vested in 
the stage show rather than in Wil- 
liam Haines on screen in ‘Fast Life’ 
(M-G), a feature that’s passable 


entertainment but far from _ tops. 
Its word of mouth value not high. 

On the rostrum is a corking stage 
presentation studded with the names 
of Harriet Hoctor, Belle Baker, Bill 
Robinson and Paul Ash, They should 
combine for fair draft at the ticket 
windows, together meaning more 
than the picture. 

Chances for an average gate are 
good. While Friday landed it on 
the chin for ali houses, there’s 
Christmas to more than make up for 
the poor first day's start on the 
week. 

Both picture and rostrum display 
are long. Former runs 82 minutes 
while the stage portion goes to 85, 
probably the longest of any picture 
house schedule. 

It has the Cap looking more like 
a vaude house than ever before, 
with everyone doing their full rou- 
tines excepting that Harriet Hoc- 
tor’s three numbers are sprinkled 
among the other attractions. 

Miss Hoctor is the only headliner 
from the Earl Carroll’s ‘Vanities’ 
show not showing at the Para- 
mount down the big path. She does 
three numbers, including, in their 
order, ‘That's Life,’ ‘The Raven’ and 
‘The Hunters,’ latter from the ‘Sim- 
ple Simon’ show of a couple years 
back. All are gems, ‘Hunters,’ with 
the Cap line standing out. ‘The 
Raven’ is also swell. 

Ash, who's m. c.’ing, intros the toe 
dancer first, following it up with 
two novelty attractions in one. They 
are Jules Landy, who gets some un- 
usual effects out of a violin, and 
Max and his gang (dogs). Both are 
hit acts, but Max allows his turn to 
be unnecessarily slow despite the 
somersault precision work with a 
couple dogs which could be done 
with speed. 

Miss Hoctor splices in at this 
point with ‘Raven,’ ahead of Bill 
Robinson working in one and two. 
He’s still the master of that stair 
dance routine thing, but further 
down in the Ash band act an un- 
billed youngster does something 
along the same lines and is over 
very big. It’s probably the first time 
Bill has been on any show with an- 
other act doing the sort of thing he 
originated, even if with -ariations 
as in the Ash orchestra end. Lad 
with Ash has a stair contraption 
with drum effects at the end and 
gadgets on the side of the steps for 
a variety of tap sounds. Very ef- 
fective. 

Miss Hoctor’s third (final) num- 
ber follows Robinson, and in turn 
is succeeded by Belle Baker. The 
vet singer with the tear in the voice, 
when and if needed, did four num- 
bers Friday night and some gags. 
On top of the gag try, Miss Baker 
did ‘Wandering Boy Comes Home’ 
with that sob touch. Working in 
front of a mike, she socked across 
strong on the singing. 

Ash and his above average musical 
outfit of 20 pieces brings up the end 
of the unit. The former Chicago 
whirlwind has rounded up a band 
that shouldn’t go begging for work, 
in or out of picture houses. A whole 
unit can easily be built around it 
for the average film palace. 

Ash’sg musicians are a versatile 
lot and double for various bits, in- 
strumental, vocal, ete. Louis Rapp 
figures mostly in the vocal work and 
via an address system lands nicely. 
An arrangement of pop song bits 
strung together in conversational 
form, sold by a mixed team, is 
among the novelties of the act. For 
the windup, Ash brings out a col- 
ored specialty artist who sells ‘St. 
Louis Blues’ in a hotsy-totsy man- 
ner, topping it with a couple dance 
steps. 

Ash appears in better form than 
he’s ever been. He keeps his m. 
c.’ing assignment down to a modest 
minimum and in his direction of 
the band act headed by him makes 
a fine impression. 

No overture this week. In the pit, 
under the recent ruling of the New 
York musicians’ local, is an outfit to 
play for the unit. Ditch mob com- 
prises under 20 men. Char. 


PARAMOUNT, B’KLYN 


Brooklyn, Dec. 23. 
Must be irritating, to say the 
least, for an Eddie Cantor-Georgie 
Jessel fan after paying his way in 
to find that he can’t catch half the 
drift of the conversation retailed by 
this now professionally established 
pair of old pals. Anyway, that was 
the situation that a goodly percent- 
age of the following on hand had to 
contend with at the first evening 

| show Friday. 
What Cantor 
say must have been 
funny, judging from the laugh reac- 
tions down front, but for the cus- 


back the major portion of the Can- 
| tor-Jessel raillery failed to register 





distinctly. Perhaps the boys were 
imbued with the pre-holiday spirit 
and curbed the volume accordingly. 
i And then. again they may ha 

ibeen conserving the vocal energy ' 





and Jessel had to! 


consistently | 


tomers seated half way or farther | 


in anticipation of the week of four 
and five shows daily. 
It’s old pal act they’re doing here, 


with a burleycue scene from ‘Grand | 


Hotel’ tossed in to help round out 
the production presumably built 
around them. As for that produc- 
tion all it has to offer outside of the 
old pals is a couple of line numbers 
by the Alton-Bines Girls, a ball- 
room whirligig of class fashioning 
by June Knight and Jack Holland, 
an exhibition of fast tootsie tossing 
by Bobby Bixler and a violin solo by 
Rubinoff, who doubles here from the 
pit. Each surrounding item neatly 
inserted and profusely scoring. As 
for the warbling interludes asso- 
ciated with the stage event, Cantor 
and Jessel uncoi] one each and also 
bring on the statuesque and blonde 
Colletta Ryan for a tune that main- 
ly serves to cue in some more of 
the Jessel buffoonery. 

For a Friday evening the boys 
drew a hefty turnout, with the 
name team obviously responsible for 
practically 100% of the motive for 
coming. They’re in and out of the 
proceedings, taking up about half 
of its 45-minute running time. From 
the background angle there was 
only one set that made an optical 
impression and that was the Span- 
ish flash which gave the line, at 
least, an opportunity for a nifts 
piece of ensemble design. 

Old pal behavior and persiflage 
from the Cantor-Jessel sector 
proved easy laugh takings with this 
mob. The more sentimental the 
boys got the deeper the customers 
wallowed in it. But when the pair 
got around to the ‘Grand Hotel’ 
travesty, with Cantor togged out in 
ballerina flimsy and his partner do- 
ing the baron bit, the going hit a 


CHICAGO 


Chicago, Dec. 24. 

After four years, B&K, at the in- 
stigation of John Balaban, revived 
its practice of building special 
Christmas stage shows for kids. 
Tivoli and Uptown currently have 
juvenile presentations as pretentious 
as this one. Will Harris put to- 
gether the Chicago production with 
Merriel Abbott dancing school chil- 
dren. Varied and amusing special- 
ties plus several interpretative pro- 
duction numbers built to fit nursery 
rhymes are more or less standard 
kid ingredients, but effective show- 
manship is offered. Couple of pro- 
fessional acts and Ed Lowry, who 
adapts himself to any environment, 
are added. 

jert Nagle did his crazy cat im- 
personation, and there was a splen- 
did marionette offering cleverly in- 
terpolated. Business light Friday, 
with an all-day rain outside, but at- 
traction should do well. Last four 
days, from Monday on, will para- 
doxically probably be better than 
the weekend. Paramount's ‘Madame 
Butterfly’ is hardly kid stuff, but 
some parenis might find it educa- 
tional because of its highbrow oper- 
atic origin. Mob of Japanese children 
arrived for the second show Friday 
in a chartered bus and there was 
plenty of room inside for them. 

Land. 





number of dull moments and the 
hilarity toned down with it. 

Other items on the Christmas 
week bill are ‘Madame Butterfly’ 
(Par), a splice of news clips and a 
holiday pit novelty with Rubinoff 
giving it his batonic gymnastics. 

Odec. 





Little Orphan Annie 


(Continued from page 14) 


n. g. b. o. But censors don't have 
to think of the b. o. 


In the RKO theatres presently the 
film is being played matinees only 
as a holiday special for the kids. 
That may be RKO’s own b. o. valu- 
ation. 


The kids in the film and the cast 
as a whole are well directed, but the 
story is so shallow it’s a pity. The 
readers of the comic strip who may 
be attracted to the film will be 
the type of kids who must be led 
in and out of the theatre by hand. 

Thus it opens the question, 
‘What’s kid patronage and how 
much does it mean?’ ‘Little Orphan 
Annie’ as a feature doesn’t answer 
the question. 

Edgar Kennedy plays the War- 
bucks’ part, but hardly what the 
strip would indicate this bird to be. 
Kennedy is so innately a comic 
character actor that in being 
spotted here as the swashbuckling 
big business man the characteriza- 
tion in the film goes away offside. 

Orphan Annie is left behind by 
her pappy, who starts off by being 
broke instead ofrich. She gets mixed 
up with another orphan kid, Mickey, 
played by Buster Phelps, and the 
two land up in an orphanage to- 
gether. Then Mickey is adopted by 
a rich old lady, played by Miss Rob- 
son. The story ends obviously, ab- 
rupty and happily. Warbucks is 
Santa Claus at the finish in a 
Christmas party setting. His ap- 
pearance is sudden and without 
cause so far as the plot goes, but 
customers know he'll be there long 
before it happens. Miss Robson is 
lovable. 

For a tear jerker Mickey falls 
from a window just before the fin- 
ish, but he gets well quickly and 
happily also. Mitzi Green is given 
adult dialog to cope with what most- 
ly goes over kids’ heads and even 
befuddles adults. Especially is this 
true in the scenes where Mitzi does 
some takeoffs of one or four of the 
Marx Brothers. Habitual theatre- 
goers might recognize her efforts, 
which aren’t particularly breathtak- 
ing, but the kind of mothers who 
will bring their kids to pictures 
won't know the Marx takeoffs at all. 

Photography is intimate’ stuff 
mostly and doesn’t matier much. 
However, John Robertson has han- 
dled little Buster Phelps in a man- 
ner that deserves praise. The kid's 
a charmer all the way. Shan. 


Penguin Pool Murder 


RKO Radio production and release. Di- 
recited by George Archainbaud, based on 
Stuart Palmer's novel adapted by Willis 


Goldbeck. At the Mayfair, N. Y., begin- 
ning Dec. 23 at evening half of holiday 
bill. Running time 69 mins. 

Hildegard Withers....... Edna May Oliver 
BOROLER WEDOEs cc ccccsecvce James Gleason 
a Bs. Mae Clarke 
Barry Costello..ccsccccecs Robert Armstrong 
PRie BOPUOU.. - deccccscice Donald Cooke 


Bertrand B. Hemingway 









marked the comedy ingredient dom- 
inant from the start. Yet Gleason 
can play straight as well as Oliver, 
and had not the adaptation and di- 
rection leaned backward for laughs 
‘Penguin’ might have come out a 
good mystery on the screen. 

As it now projects, the mystery 
angle shapes up as little more than 
pasted in to give the leads an op- 
portunity to exchange wisecracks, 
This takes the shape of a gag con- 
test before the picture is half un- 
reeled. 

Hard boiled Inspector Piper is 
outwitted at every turn by school- 
marm Withers. So strongly does she 
assert and prove her theories that 
it matters little, in the final reel, as 
to whether the lawyer, penguin, 
sweetheart, wife or aquarium guard 
killed Gerald Parker, a bit part es- 
sayed by Guy Ushur. 

The schoolmam just upsets rou- 
tine at police headquarters and in 
the jail. In fact, it gets to the 
point, thematically, where the aver- 
age audience begins to figure the 
police will abide by the judgment 
of any Tom, Dick or Farry. 

But those wisecracks are good 
and are responsible for many mild, 
and a few harty, laughs. Waly. 


HANDLE WITH CARE 


(WITH SONGS) 


Fox production and release, directed by 
David Butler. James Dunn and Boots 
Mallory featured. Story by David Butler, 
adaptation by Frank Craven and Sam 


Mintz. Cameraman, John Schmitz. In- 
cidental music by Richard A. Whiting. 
lyrics, Leo Robin. Ass't director, Ad 
Schaumer. At the Roxy, New York, Dec. 
23. Running time, 77 minutes. 

BE Goreme cccvencvecvicnsase James Dunn 
Belen Barlow ..ccscccctocers Boots Mallory 
Sarl Lundstrom .eccocccccecerss El Brendel 
TOMMY ....-.ee-e08 eccccceee- Buster Phelps 
COSTIS. ci cccccvcccdeccersate George Ervest 
First Public Enemy....++.«... Victor Jory 
CORTIGDON  cccwccccae erceeccens Pat Hartizgon 
Second Public Enemy....... Arihvr Vinton 
Police Lieutenant ......... Frank O'Connor 





Strictly a neighborhood picture, 
and one singularly without distinc- 
tion. In action it drawls, people are 
tepid and nothing happens from the 
start until right at the finish. Syrupy 
romance takes the place of dramatic 
tension, while the director labors 
energetically to keep two likeable 
young boys at their task of being 
darling and cute. A dud for closs 
stands and just another picture for 
the minors. 


Net result is a couple of wide 
yawns and a few minor chuckles at 
hoked up and dragged in gags, such 
as a crowd of men taking their hats 
off in a department store elevator 
in deference to a sissified ribbon 
salesman. Whole business is tire- 
some, and Jimmy Dunn as the too 
genial and smiling hero does some 
of the weakest trouping of his short 
career in a role that called for 
super-playing to make it stand up. 


Dunn is the young assistant dise 
trict attorney who renews acquaint- 


Clarence H. Wilson | ance with Boots Mallory, boyhood 
| Pere Cr Orr ree Edgar Kennedy | sweetheart, now the volunteer 
DOCPRURED, 52 os cgdidauseosasedns Mary Mason | mother of her dead sister's two boys. 
Telephone Operator. ...Rochelle Hudson - 
Berere Wasiste.csccvcecvcvccccacs Guy Usher | Most of the picture has to do with 
4 EES See: James Donlon| the resentment of the two kids at 
Cees BAW. .20b ad sies suvaeat Joe Hermano! the intrusion of Dunn into their 
gs CC William Le Maire home and his monopoly of their 

in ES aunt's attention. Their plottings 
Too light to stand up in the aver- | nearly wreck the courtship, but an 
lage week-runs, ‘Penguin,’ however, l accident saves it in the end. 
is deserving of two and three-day | As an ifter-thoucht to this 
Lookings. As Palmer's successful } enario there is introduced a 
story is brought to the screen it nester sub-plot somewhere along 
an odd blend of illogic1 happenings, | ahout midway of the footage, but 
Hollywood’s earlier idea of police} jt qoesn’t get actionful enough to 
functionings, a thin strain of (roma | .aye a dull picture until it grows 
and blustering mystery, but « n- | » a eomplicated and novel finish, 
ticlle- br yn comedv. | ; - 
Teaming up Gleason and Oliver! (Continued on page 54) 
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RKO ROXY THEATRE 


OPENING THURSDAY, DECEMBER 29th, 1932 \\e 
| ANN HARDING! ,\©y 
\y 

LESLIE HOWARD jiiiz\ 


G22) “THE ANIMAL 
KINGDOM” 


BY PHILIP BARRY...with MYRNA LOY 
WILLIAM GARGAN...NEIL HAMILTON 
HENRY STEPHENSON...ILKA CHASE 
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‘DIRECTED BY E. H. GRIFFITH 


DAVID O. SELZNICK RKO RADIO 
EXECUTIVE PRODUCER PICTURE 


A PICTURE WORTHY OF THE HONOR IT HAS WON 





~— eS ae ne en Me “ : “— ’ aS ed eink on." acaitinenEeiutanedt deen ue aatodiee” Saeeo 








a) 





* 


* 








Tuesday, December 27, 1932 


VARIETY 17 











PICT@RES 





— 


— 








EXPLOITATION - 


o lad 


oe 


e¢ 


* 
” -," 


By Epes W. Sargent 








Photo Angle 
Exhibitor looking for a newspaper 
hook-up wanted the editor to go to 
the if-you-see-your-picture gag of 
running faces in mob shots. The 
editor told him it was okay by him 
if he could get a new angle. 


The angle remark suggested a 
triangle to the exhib. It was one 
of those three cornered pictures 
and so it tied in. Several pictures 
were made daily, but only one was 
used. In the explanatory story the 
paper printed a triangle with sides 
1% inches. This was to be cut out 
by the reader. If he could fit the 
triangle so that with his own face 
in any corner could be made to in- 
clude two other faces in the other 
corners all three could come in 
free—if they came in a _ bunch. 
Stunt cost nine tickets (three sets) 
on the week, for it was difficult to 
round up the other parties to the 
triangle, but it was not for a lack 
of trying. 

Each day the paper posted the 
original photograph in the window 
of its office, inside the glass, to per- 
mit a more definite print than could 
be printed in the paper, and the 
window was surrounded all day long 
by people with the paper cutouts. 

It was new and so a hit. 





Cartwheels for Change 
In line with a suggestion offered 
in this department a few weeks ago, 
the Warner, N. Y., theatres were 
giving silver dollars in change, 
wherever possible, at all their B’way 
theatres to advertise the coming of 
the picture ‘Silver Dollar.” No one 
was forced to take the dise and if 
he pushed it back, was handed 
paper, but all fives and tens carried 
one piece of hard money in the 
change, and most of the patrons 
took it to have some fun with. 
Eventually the money finds its 
way to the banks and in the end 
back to the treasury, but meanwhile 
the silver dollar is shown around a 
lot. 





Easy Programs 

Most house programs are worked 
along labor-saving lines. About 
half are composed of oblong cuts, 
two high and each looking more or 
less like all others. After three or 
four weeks they have no greater 
value than that they tell the in- 
quirer what picture is to be seen on 
a certain date. They have no sales 
argument or appeal. 


Such programs are easy to make 
up, but to be doubted whether they 
are worth even that little trouble 
eo far as results are concerned. It 
would well repay the manager who 
is able to express himself in simple 
English to take a little more time 
and turn out something that would 
do a little selling. Too much talk 
is as bad as too little, but from 20 to 
30 words properly done, will prove 
a sales factor. If a program is not 
worth the trouble of writing a little 
decent stuff, it’s not worth the cost 
of printing. 


—__— 


Caps and Coin 
Poughkeepsie. 

Through a tie-up with the Farm- 
ers’ Milk Co. the Stratford theatre 
is runnng a _ series of Saturday 
morning shows to which children 
are being admitted for two of the 
dairy company’s milk bottle caps 
plus 10 cents. 





Special for ‘Kingdom’ 
RKO capitalizes the fact that 
*Animal Kingdom’ will open the new 
Roxy theatre with a spiffy special 





press book that is about the 
word in typography. The cover is 
heavy green semi-card stock in pea 
green, with the printing a deeper 
shade. The back cover is rather 
more than an inch wider than the 
front, which permits the title of the 
picture to be read in green on black 
with the book closed. Inside are 
four pages, super-calendered, done 
in black with gold embellishment. 
Altogether it is something to keep 
just to look at by those interested 
in advertising, with the advertise- 
ment driven home at each look. 
Copy matches the format in dignity 
and restraint. 


Mirror Balls 

For ‘Sport Parade’ the Mayfair, 
N. Y., is using half a dozen mirror 
balls under the marquee. Revolved 
slowly they give an excellent effect, 
though purely local since the globes 
are hidden by the valance until the 
pedestrian is right under the can- 
opy. 

Mayfair balls are flossy affairs, 
neatly cut out, but almost as good 
a result can be attained by using 
any odd strips of mirror, and ir- 
regular bits shine just as brightly 
and are less expensive. 

These can be home-made by hav- 
ing a wooden ball turned up in some 
local plant. Tacks are driven into 
the surface with the heads pro- 
jecting about % inch, fairly close to- 
gether. Surface is then covered with 
putty or plastic wood and the bits 
of mirror set in before that dries. 
Here and there a bit is pinched over 
the glass to stay. Paint a glossy 
white or use aluminum paint. If 
you can arrange to rotate the globe 
it will help. If not, place a few 
lamps On loose cords near the globe 
and let these swing in the breeze. 








Encores 

Shortly after Thanksgiving is 
supposed to be the time for broken 
toy matinees, in order that the stuff 
may be fixed up in time to turn over 
to the poor, but one manager has 
another slant. He’s going to put 
on another toy matinee Jan. 21. 

He figures that by that time a lot 
of the gifts will be broken, children 
will be more willing to part with the 
old stuff and he can get a nice col- 
fection before the toys get too badly 
broken. Things will be repaired 
and then turned over to children in 
institutions. He has talked it over 
with some mothers he knows and 
they all agree that it will be a re- 
lief to get the broken toys out of the 
house. 





Lobby Game 

Warner theatre in Hammond, 
Ind., had a good gag for the lobby 
on ‘You Said a Mouthful.” Madea 
cutout of the laughing head and 
painted a bulls-eye on the com- 
edian’s mouth. LEach patron got 
three darts and a bulls-eye meant 
a pass. Very few had to be given 
out, and the attractor proved to be 
worth much more than its cost. 

The head suggests comedy and 
attention is concentrated on the 
head while the tossing is done. 





Parading ‘Annie’ 


Birmingham. 

An Orphan Annie parade was 
staged at Nashville by the Knicker- 
bocker when the picture played that 
house recently. Children from five 
to 14 years were eligible to enter the 
parade dressed in costumes of char- 
acters of the comic strip. Boys were 
also eligible by dressing as boy 
characters of the strip. Prizes were 
awarded for the best costumes. 

The parade formed at the theatre 
and marched through the principal 
streets of Nashville. 








BEHIND 


the KEYS 








Holiy wood. 

Two Fox West Coast lemons in 
the Los Angeles neighborhood ter- 
ritory surprised even the execs last 
week by jumping to first and third 
spots in the seventh week of the 
circuit-wide biz drive. Westlake, 
Mort Goldberg manager, topped the 
list, with the Belmont, Marty 
Schwartz, mgr., in third spot, only 
a& few points behind. 





oa York, Pa. 
William Israel is here as district 
manager for Warners. 





Los Angeles. 
Ed Pierce replaces Harold Kavern 
as manager of F-WC Sunkist at 
Pomona, Cal. 





Birmingham. 
Wholesale shift in managers and 
assistant managers here followed 
the taking over of the Strand an? 
Galax by Robert Wilby. 
Nelson Hampton has been placed 
in charge of the two new Wiiby 





houses; Bill Coury has been made 
manager of the Rialto; P. A. Blank- 
enship has moved to the Capitol. 
John Douglas, manager of the Capi- 
tol, is replacing Lex Strickland as 
assistant manager of Empire. 





Oakland, Calif. 


Another rearrangement in the 
Fox-West Coast chain shifts of 
policies and managers downtown, 


closing a Berkeley theatre. 

Newly acquired Orpheum now 
takes Fanchon & Marco presenta- 
tions and Walt Roesner’s band with 
Herman Kersken as manager, while 
A. M. Miller and his organization 
tnoves to the Fox-Oakland, to be de- 
voted to long runs. State remains 
unchanged, as does the Grand-Lake. 
In Berkeley the Campus _ shuts, 
‘eaving Fox units, the U. C., United 
\rtists and California. 





Los Angeles. 


last | 





I.atest indie houses to close locally | 


the Savoy, operated by Dave 
ctor on Central avenue, and the 
Royal, a Main street grind, 


' work on the idea of buying odds 2nd 


i 


Lobby Paper 

Intimate houses can get a lot out 
of a lobby or mezzanine ‘newspaper’ 
consisting of typed items tacked to 
a board about five feet from the 
floor. Paper consists of personal 
items, news of the locality, lost and 
found ads, general news announce- 
ments and list of bargain sales at 
local stores. 


Items are kept bref and snappy, 
but not too personal. After the first 
week or two a lot of the stuff will 
be brought or phoned in. Care must 
be taken to avoid items which might 
be construed as libelous or spite- 
ful, and the general vein should be 
kidding rather than scandal. 


If one or two exclusives can be 
gotten for each week, it will prove 
a real attraction since most persons 
will want to get the local news. 
Paper may be given an entire new 
edition once a week or the items 
can be posted daily and kept up for 
a week. Former has been the better 
plan in houses where the scheme 
has been tried, with items keyed by 
number so they will come down at 
the end of a week in favor of fresher 
news. No one will pay an admis- 
sion just to read the paper, but it 
may decide wavering patronage in 
favor of your house. 





Strip Scrip 

One theatre is using strip (not 
roll) tickets for its juvenile scrip. 
Manager started last fall to issue 
scrip at a 10% discount, with books 
for children as well as adults. First 
off the kid books went surprisingly 
well, but there was a falling off 
after a month or so and recent sales 
were so poor in comparison with the 


adult tickets that he rubbered 
around. 
A little questioning disclosed 


larger boys had stolen several books 
from children. It also developed 
that a youngster given the book to 
attend the matinee would come 
home with a story of two tickets 
lifted instead of the proper one. 
When one mother complained the 
child was put on the stand and 
finally admitted that he was taking 
another boy who spent his own 
dimes for candy and gave the book 
holder half. 


Now juvenile scrip no longer re- 
quirés that the book be presented 
intact. Books are strips of 10 tick- 
ets with perforations and a single 
one can be torn off and given the 
child. Scrip sale is going up again. 





- Go Easy on Truth 


Some managers may go overboard 
when they come to handle ‘The Half 
Naked Truth.’ They'll figure on 
selling to the stag audience. The 
boys by themselves expect too much. 


One manager plans to break the 
back of the title with ‘If you do not 
care for nudity, come and see the 
other half.’ Figures it will help to 
make them realize it’s not a strip 
story. 

Some sort of appeal must be 
made to the women. One angle is 
to run a contest for women on just 
what they think the title means and 
what a half naked truth might be. 
Announcement should ask if a half- 
naked truth is only a lie or whether 
it classes as 100% since it is not 
the whole truth. 

Let the title sell the hopefuls and 
concentrate on those who look more 
or less dubiously on the title. 





Try a Whirligig 

When you have a picture which 
does not lend itself well to exploita- 
tion and for which you desire to get 
attention, try a large whirligig 
above the marquee. This is a circu- 
lar disc anywhere from 5 to 10 feet 
in diameter, with a spiral running 
from the hub to the circumference. 
Make a pair to work on the same 
axle with a belt and pulley on the 
other contra clockwise. Rapidly re- 
volved, the spiral seems constantly 
to be running off the disc or into the 
center, according to which way the 
board is revolved. It might be well 
to reverse the outfit after the first 
day to vary the effect. 

Done in flitter against a light tint 
and spotted at night, it will get at- 
tention up and down the street in 
proportion to its diameter. Simple 
to make, and you can save and re- 
vive it in six or eight months. 





Novelty Ads 
Exhibs who live close to the big 
centers will find it worth their 


while to keep an eye on the king 
fakers and joblot houses when they 
go to town. Often novelties can 
be picked up at absurdly low prices. 
The joblot houses supply the bar- 
gain stores and small five and tens, 
while the king fakers provide the 
pitchmen with their material. Both 


ends—cheap. 


certain evening each woman attend- 
ing would be given a cigar. Women 
went in droves just to see what the 
catch was. They got wooden cigars 
which contained a small vial of per- 
fume. Cost the manager 3c each, 
though they were gotten out with 
the idea of retailing them for a 
quarter. 





Coaxed the Mayor 
Reading, Pa. 

Astor theatre here corralled 
Mayor Heber Ermentrout, a lot of 
councilmen and other city hall ex- 
ecutives, including Police Commis- 
sioner John S. Giles, and induced 
them to play hookey from city hall 
and the chamber of commerce econ- 
omists who are hounding them to 
cut taxes for 1933, to attend a spe- 
cial morning show held privately. 

The public wasn't invited, but 
Manager Albert Sindlinger had 
pulled a fast one over on the mayor. 
When he and his hookey-playing 
crowd got into the theatre they 
found the chamber of commerce ‘tax 
hounds’ were there, too, but a pleas- 
ant time was had by all, with taxes 
completely forgotten. The occasion 
was a private showing of Edward G. 
Robinson's ‘Silver Dollar.’ ‘We've 
been off the gold standard and in 
the copper belt ever since taxes be- 
gan to slow up coming in,’ said the 


mayor, ‘and ‘Silver Dollar’ looked 
mighty good to us. It’s a great 
show.’ 


Sindlinger is the first theatre 
manager here to get this city’s new 
mayor to a private showing, al- 
though he has been a stage speaker 
occesionally at public affairs. 





Match Book Covers 


Rather belatedly Warner Bros. 
comes out with a special four-page 
press book auxiliary hinged on the 
fad of collecting match book covers 
and tied to ‘Thrée on a Match.’ 
Stunt takes the form of contests for 
the most unique collections of match 
book covers under various classifi- 
cations. Objective is the Warren 
William Cup for the best collection, 
in the custody of the Match Book 
Club of America, which has a N. Y. 
address which is not the Warner 
offices. 


Certificates of membership are to 
be given all contestants, and the cup 
is to be an annual prize, if it is not 
forgotten before next year. 


Some of the suggestive classifi- 
cations are those from the most 
distant points, special subjects such 
as ships, hotels, etc., national ad- 
vertisers and theatrical attractions. 

Individual theatres can form local 
chapters and keep the gag alive for 
their own benefit with very little 
trouble. 





Mind Reading 

Among the coming First Nat. pic- 
tures is ‘The Mind Reader,’ which 
is an expose of the professionals’ 
tricks. This lends itself nicely to 
promotional work. One of the neat- 
est is an adaptation of the mind 
reading gag which has been a parlor 
trick these many years. 


Gag consists in answering ques- 
tions which are handed to an aisle 
man and each sealed in its own 
envelope, provided by him. Mind 
reading faker puts an envelope to 
the forehead, reads the question and 
gives an answer. Where most 
people are well known some of these 
answers can stir up considerable 
excitement. 

Trick hinges on a phoney en- 
velope turned in by a plant. This 
envelope is at the bottom of the 
pack, but the plant rises and claims 
the first question read. The medium 
opens the envelope to verify his 
work and that, of course, gives the 
real question, which is announced 
as the second and so on down the 
line, the plant’s question being the 
last opened. A clever operator can 
create a lot of fun and some 
curiosity. 





Kid Artists 


If you have a good school con- 
tact, sell the teacher some time on 
letting the kindergarten class do the 
lobby frames for one week. One 
manager tried the scheme and he 
had every mother in the region 
pulling for the theatre. 

Children were supplied with press 
book material and a few stills with 
cardboard of the proper size. They 
used paints and colored papers 
which were supplied by the school 
board as part of the regular equip- 
ment. The children had a fine time 
decorating the panels according to 
their own ideas, the supervision be- 
ing limited to the inclusion of the 
title and star on each sheet. 

Effects were rather wild, but that 
helped, for the kics thought of ef- 
fects no sign writer could imagine. 
The star sales line was ‘See the 
good man with a gun shoot the bad 
man with two guns,’ and for a time 
that became a local expression. 

Sounds silly, perhaps, but try it 
once. 

Payoff was a box of barley sugar 
toys, one to each child, and choco- 
lates to the teacher. 





Prizes for ‘Champ’ 


Brussels. 
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer is offering 
a number of prizes for a new title 
for ‘The Champ,’ now showing at its 
theatre, the Cameo, Brussels. 





Excess of Caution 
New Orleans. 

Playing the picture just as France 
defaulted on the war debt, the 
Saenger Tudor theatre stressed the 
fact that ‘Secrets of the French 
Police’ as ‘an RKO picture, made in 
Hollywood,’ lest some patriots put 
thumbs down on a supposed French 
product. 





Xmas April Fool 

Press department of Fox pictures 
turned a neat one two weeks before 
Christmas. Bookers and managers 
received a tidy package all done up 
in red tissue and suggesting hand- 
kerchiefs. Inside was a holly cov- 
ered box that carried along the sug- 
gestion, but instead of a present, the 
contents were a set of pictures for 
‘Handle with Care’ with a holly 
bordered slip stapled to each one 
suggesting that the picture was a 
natural for Christmas week. Dif- 
ferent copy on each of the six stills 
and all hitting home. 

Rather too close to the date for 


(Continued on page 40) 


2 Bomb Sentences 


Oklahoma City, Dec. 24. 

Everett Shropshire, 26, pleaded 
guilty at Tulsa to a charge of care 
rying an offensive weapon in cone 
nection with the throwing of tear 
gas bombs in two local theatres. He 
was sentenced to 60 days in the 
county jail. 

The bombing occurred two days 
after Ralph Holloway, picture mae 
chine operator, was sentenced to 
six months for an attempt to throw 
a smoke bomb in a local theatre. 


‘Kid’ on Regular Release 


‘Kid From Spain,’ as a $2 show, 
leaves the Palace, New York, Jan. 
3, and will follow ‘Cynara’ into the 
Rivoli, run house, opening some- 
where around Feb. 1. ‘Cyn’ went in 
Saturday (24). 

First out-of-town dates on ‘Kid’ 
under regular release are Dec. 31 
at Princess, Montreal; Warners’, 
Erie; Virginia, Charleston, W. Va. 




















Picture Possibilities 


and Capitol, Steubenville, O. 





‘LUCRECE’ 


sion. 





One exhib advertised that on a 


play based on ‘The Rape of Lucrece’. 


*‘Lucrece’—Unfavorable 
(Drama, Katherine Cornell, Belasco). 


A Roman costume 
Classic but not for the screen 
Ibee. 


‘Biography’—Favorable 
‘BIOGRAPHY’ (Comedy, Theatre Guild, Guild). 
ture material especially with Ina Claire who appears in the stage vere 


Looks like good pice 


lbee. 





‘Anybody’s Game’—Favorable 


‘ANYBODY’S GAM#®’ (Farce comedy, Elizabeth Miele, Bijou). Not 
much for the stage, but may have an idea for pictures. Present script 
would have to be entirely revised. Scened within an advertising agency, 

Ibee. 
‘Honeymoon’—Favorable 

‘HONEYMOON’ (Comedy, Harold Stone, Little). Set in Paris. It is 

@exy and looks aimed for Hollywood Ibee. 
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VARIETY Tuceday, December 27, 1932 


FOR EVERY HEART THAT 
DARES TO DREAM 


The inspiring romance of two 
young people who refused 
to stick in the rut... a bill- 
board artist who put his 





dream gitl’s face where mil- 
lions could see it... but 
kept her heart for himself. 
Audiences everywhere will 


gladden to its happy theme. 
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SPENCER TRACY + MARIAN NIXON «+ STUART ERWIN 
Sam Hardy e Sarah Padden Directed by Harry Lachman 
It's a FOX picture 
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Tuesday, December 27, 1932 
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iit cee i $2,000 $1,550 day (24), with ‘Lawyer Man’ on/ Blaze started on stage from un- 

BLUE Call It Sin Mouthful Rain 3 om a Match! first run at former, ‘Match King’) :-nown orizin. , 

ss a Genes Ry $3,000 ap $1,700 on second run at the other. House owned by local inierests | 
— a | had Top of 88c at Hollywood and #¢ and expec!-d to be rebuilt. William | 
—————— —=—==—= at Warner will prevail, Robson, minager. 























|Oriental s Rent 
Reductions of 
$160,000 a Year 


Chicago, Dec. 24. 
Balaban and Katz has obtained a 
rent reduction on the Oriental from 
$365,000 to $205,000 annually. Thus 
after many years they obtain re- 
lief from one of the stiffest rentals 
paid in the United States. At 


$1,000 a day it’s doubtful if the Ori- 


ental has had a dozen profitable 
weeks in the past two or three 
years. House was leased originally 


against competitive bidding during 
boom days. 

With the reduction the house 
goes into straight pictures. Cur- 
rently ‘Farewell to Arms’ (Par) in- 


augurates the house in that policy. 
Picture was originally set for Mc- 
Vickers, but that house is expected 
to be turned back to Jones Linick 
and Scheafer on January 1. 
Deal Pending 

Oriental has been mentioned as 
going to RKC in exchange for the 
State-Lake. Conversations have 
been in progress on this deal, but it 
is understood that while the State- 
Lake would be comparatively sim- 
ple the Oriental is wrapped in legal 
red tape. As sketchily figured plan 
would be for RKO to move its vaude 
policy from the Palace into the Ori- 
ental and use the more remote Pal- 
ace for straight pictures. 

Meanwhile the abandonment of 
McVickers will send that staff 
headed by Manager Nat Sobol to 
United Artists. Ben Bloomfield. as- 
sistant to Leo Salkin, succeeds the 
latter in charge of the Oriental with 
the advent of straight pictures. 


Phetophene’s Own 
Info; Doesa’t Mind 
Handing Over Few Bits 


As the result of doing business on 
a cash basis, RCA Photophone ex- 
ecutives are counting upon doubling 
their present theatre wire installa- 
tions to 6,000. That would set them 


in the lead after a bitter outward 
competition with Western Electric 
since the entrance of sound. 


Since the announcement of the 
licenseless policy Photophone has 
made 25 installations. Two of these 
were last week in Publix theatres 
in Altoona, Pa. 

In answer to a flood of queries, 
reported to have come from theatre 
owners all over the country, Photo- 
phone is making known that ex- 
hibs who now have equipment un- 
der RCA license can turn in that 
equipment, wash up their license 
and be allowed a certain amount, 
varying according to condition and 
type, on the new purchase. 

Going after Western’ Electric 
business, Photophone is calling at- 
tention to the clause in the ERPI 
license which says that after an 
exhibitor has paid for such equip- 
ment, he can cancel the license by 
giving the company a six months’ 
notification. RCA is confident that 
over 1,000 ERPI equipments have 
been paid for under the existing 
license agreement. 


CANADIAN RIGHTS BODY 
TURNS DOWN 5c A SEAT 


Montreol, Dee. 24. 
‘Hello Gorgeous,’ theme 
song, is out in all United Amuse- 
ment Corporation 17 theatres in this 


city. The Copyright Act as inter- 
preted by Judge Louis Boyer of the 
Superior Court, prohibits the owners 
of the theatre chain from featuring 
the song because they had not ob- 
tained permission from the owner 
of the copyright. 

Canadian Performing Rights So- 
ciety, Ltmited, owners of copyrights 
in 3,000,000 musical numbers, took 
action against United. The Society 














screen 


quoted 10c per seat per year for 
use of the entire list of copyrights, 
but the corporation offered five 
cents and was refused. The cor- 


poration has about 15.000 seats. 
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CAROL IT TO THE HEAVENS! 
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WARNER BROS. ANNOUNCE FOR EARLY 1933 











“42nd STREET” with 16 STARS—200 GIRLS DOUGLAS FAIRBANKS, JR. in “PARACHUTE JUMPER” | 
EDW. G. ROBINSON in “SILVER DOLLAR” with 9-Star Cast 
RUTH CHATTERTON in “FRISCO JENNY” WARREN WILLIAM in “THE MATCH KING” | 
“20,000 YEARS IN SING SING” LORETTA YOUNG and WARREN WILLIAM 
with Spencer Tracy-Bette Davis in “EMPLOYEES’ ENTRANCE” 
WILLIAM POWELL-JOAN BLONDELL in “LAWYER MAN” “WAX MUSEUM”—ALL TECHNICOLOR 
JAMES CAGNEY in “HARD TO HANDLE” BARBARA STANWYCK in “LADIES THEY TALK ABOUT“ | 
} 1 
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CALENDAR OF CUR 
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Offloes: 1540 Broadway, 
New York, N. Y. 


om Harron. 


Chesterfield 


Beauty Parlor. Comedy drama. Barbara Kent, Joyce Compton, 
Dir. Rich. Thorpe. Time, 63 mins. Rel, July 15. Rev. 


From the novel. Conway Tearle, Natalie Moorehead, Robt. 


Murder, The. 
King Dir. Rich. Thorpe. Time, 64 mins. Ret. Sept. 


Frazer, Dorothy Revier. 
25. Rev. Nov. 1. 


Slightly Married. Comedy drama. Evalyn Knapp, Walter Byron, Marie Pre- 
vost. Dir. Richard Thorpe. Time, 65 mins. Rel. Nov. 15. 


Thrill of Youth, The. Modern society. June Clyde, Allan Vincent, 
Kemp. Dir. Rich. Thorpe. Time, 63 mins. Rel. Aug. 15. 


Women Won't Tell. Romantic drama. Sarah Padden, Otis Harlan. Dir. 
Rich. Thorpe. Time, 67 mins. Rel. Dec. 1. 


Matty 


Studio: Gower at Sunset, Offices: 729 Seventh Ave., 


Columbia 

Hollywood, Cal. New York, N. Y, 

Air Hostess. Thrilling story of the adventure and romance of a 1933 girl who 
fearlessly flies across the continent in passenger ships. Evalyn Knapp, 
James Murray. Dir. Al Rogell. Rel. Dec. 5 

American Madness. Melodrama of a run on the bank and how it was checked. 
Walter Huston, Pat O’Brien, Kay Johnson, Constance Cummings. Frank 
Capra, dir. Time, 75 mins. Rel. Aug. 15. Rev. Aug. 9. 

Bitter Tea of General Yen. Romance and adventures of an American girl 
caught in the maelstrom of Shanghai. Barbara Stanwyck, Nils Asther, 
Walter Connolly. Dir, Frank Capra. Rel. Dec. 20. 

By Whose Hand. Murder on a fast express train. Ben Lyon, Barbara Weeks. 
Dir. Ben Stoloff. Rel. July 6. Rev. Aug. 16. 

End of the Trail, The. A U. S. cavalry officer, who is court martialed, and 
redeems himself. Tim McCoy, Luana Walters. Dir. D. Ross Lederman. 
58 mins. Rel. Dee. 9. 

Hello Trouble. Buck Jones quits the rangers—but he goes back. Buck Jones, 
Lina peggette. Dir. Lambert Hillyer. Time, 61 mins. Rel. July 15. 
Rev. Oct. 18. 

Hollywood Speaks. Inside story of Hollywood. Genevieve Tobin, Pat O’Brien. 
Eddie Buzzell, dir. Time, .. mins. Rel, June 25. Rev. Aug. 16. 

Last Man, The. Drama of outlawry on the high seas. Chas. Bickford, Con- 
stance Cummings. Dir. Howard Higgins. Time, 65 mins. Rel. Aug. 31. 

* Rev. Sept. 20. 

Man Against Woman. 
Lillian Miles. Dir. Irving Cummings, 
Rev. Dec. 20 


Man's strength against woman's wiles. Jack Holt, 
Time, 68 mins. Rel. Nov. 15. 


McKenna of the Mounted. Canadian policeman drops below the border. Buck 
Jones, Greta Gransted. Dir. Ross Lederman. Time, 67 mins. Rel. Aug. 
26. Rev. Nov. 8 

Murder of the Night Club Lady. See ‘Night Club Lady.’ 

Night Club Lady. Unique murder mystery, done from a novel. Adolphe 
Menjou, Mayo Methot, Skeets Gallagher, Dir. Irving Cummings. Time, 


Rel. Aug. 27. Rev. Aug. 30. 


Political story based on Jas. J. Walker. 
Dir, Ben Stoloff. Time, 65 mins, 


66 mins. 

Night Mayor. 
ikXnapp, Eugene Palette. 
Rev. 2 


Lee Tracy, Evalyn 
Rel. Aug. 19. 
Nov. 29 . 
No More Orchids. A millionairess who is regenerated by the new American 
spirit. Carole Lombard, Lyle Talbot, Walter Connedy, Louise Closser 
70 mins. Rel. Nov. 25 


Hale. Dir. Walter Lang. 
That’s My Boy. Football story off the usual lines. Rich. Cromwell, Dorothy 
Jordan, Mae Marsh. Dir. R. W. Niel. Time, 71 mins. Rel. Oct. 6. Rev. 


Nov. 22. 

Sporting Age. Revenge on the polo field. Jack Holt, Evalyn Knapp. 
Dir. AW. ennison,. Time, 71 mins. Rel. Sept. 15. Rev. Oct. 4. 
Fisted Law. Tim McCoy clears himself of an express robbery charge. 
McCoy, Alice Day, Tully Marshall, Dir. Ross Lederman. Time, 54 mins, 


This 


Two 


Rel. June 8 Rev. Sept. 20. 

Vanity Street. Girl breaks a window to get into jail, but lands in the ‘Fol- 
lies.” Helen Chandler, Chas. Bickford. Dir. Nick Grinde. Time, 67 
mins. Rel. Oct. 15. Rev. Oct. 11. 


Virtue. A street walker who goes straight. Carole Lombard, Pat O’Brien. 
Dir. Edw. Buzzell. Time, 68 mins. Rel. Oct. 25. Rev. Nov. 1. 

War Correspondent. Chinese war story. Jack Holt, Ralph Graves, Lila Lee. 
Dir. Paul Sloan. Time, 76 mins. Rel. July 25. Rev. Aug. 16. 

Washington Merry-Go-Round, Political satire. Lee Tracy, Constance Cum- 
mings. Dir. Jas. Cruze. Time, 75 mins. Rel. Oct. 15. Rev. Oct. 25. 

White Eagle. Buck Jones as an Indian pony express rider. Jones, Barbara 
Weeks. Dir. Lambert Hillyear. Time, 65 mins. Rel. Oct. Rev. 

1600 Broadway, 


Sept. 27. 
First Anglo Corp. °™** Reon a’y. 


Condemned to Death. Mystery drama from Jack O’Lantern. Dir. Walter 
Forde. Time, 78 mins. el. Sept. 21. Rev. July 19. 

Goona Goona. Love charms on the Island of Bali, Dir. Andree Roosevelt, 
Armand Denis. Rel. Nov. 26. Rev. Sept. 20. 

Missing Rembrandt, The. Last of Conan Doyle’s Sherlock Holmes stories. 
qrtnes Wontner, Dir. Leslie Hiscock. Time, 78 mins. Rel. July 20. 
Rev. Mar. 29. 


Studios: Burbank, 
Calif. 

Cabin in the Cotton. 
Dorothy Jordan, Bette Davis. 
Oct. 15, Rev. Oct. 4. 

Central Park. Western cowbo 
Blondell, Wallace Ford, 
Rel. Dee, 10, 

Crash, The. How one couple reacted to the panic. Ruth Chatterton, Geo. 
Brent. Dir. Wm. Dieterle. Time, 59 mins. Rel. Oct. 8. Rev. Sept. 13. 
Crooner, The. Comedy drama of a radio singer. David Manners, Ann Dvorak, 

Dir. Lloyd Bacon. Time, 68 mins. Rel. Aug. 20. Rev. Aug. 23. 

Dark Horse. Political satire. Warren William. Dir. A. E. Green. 
mins. Rel. July 2. Rev. June 14. 

Doctor X. Mystery thriller in color. Lionel Atwill, Fay Wray, Lee Tracy. 
Dir. Michael Curtiz. Time, 77 mins. Rel. Aug. 27. Rev. Aug. 9. 

Life Begins. Tactfully handled maternity story from a stage play. Loretta 
Young, Eric Linden. Dir. Jas. Flood and Elliott Nugent. Time, 72 
mins. Rel. Oct. 1. Rev. Aug. 30. 

Match King. Fictitious romance of the Swedish financier. 
Lili Damita. Dir. Howard Bretherton-\m. Keighley. 
Dec, 31. Rev. Dec. 13. 

Miss Pinkerton. A sleuth in skirts. Joan Blondell. 
66 mins. Rel. July 30. Rev. July 12 

Silver Dollar. Silver boom days in Col. Edw. G. Robinson. 
Green. 84 mins. Rel. Dec, 24. 

They Cali it Sin. Kansas girl breaks into N, Y. show life. 
Geo. Brent, David Manners. Dir. Thornton Freeland. 
Rel. Nov. 6. Rev. Oct. 25. 

Three on a Match. Three schoolgirls have adventures. 
ren William, Ann Dvorak, Bette Davis. Dir. Mervyn Le Roy. 
mins. Rel, Oct. 29. Rev. Nov. 1. 

Tiger Shark. Life and tragedy with the tuna fishers. EF 
Zita Johan, Rich. Arlen. Dir. Howard Hawks. 79 mins. 
Rev. Sept. 27. 

Week End Marriage. 
Norman Foster. 
Rev. June 7. 

You Said a Mouthful. 


. e Offices: 321 W. 44th St., 
First National 0% °** * Noy York N.Y. 


A social study of the poor whites. Rich. Barthelmess, 
Dir. Michael Curtiz. Time, 76 mins. Rel. 


hunts bandits in a New York park. Joan 
uy Kibbee. Dir. John Adolfi. Time, 55 mins. 


Time, 75 


Warren William, 
79 mins, Rel. 


Dir. Lloyd Bacon. Time, 


Dir. Alfred E. 


Loretta Young, 
Time, 70 mins. 


Joan Blondell, War- 
Time, 63 


Edw. G. Robinson, 
Rel, Sept. 24. 


Loretta Young, 


Comedy drama of wives who work. 
i Thorn! Rel. July 9. 


Dir. Thornton Freeland. Time, 66 mins. 


Brown, Ginger 


Joe E. 
Rev. Nov. 22 


Joe Brown swims to Catatina. 


togers. Dir. Lloyd Bacon. Time, 70 mins, Rel. Nov. 26. 

Studio: Fox Hills Offices: 850 Tenth Ave., 

Hollywood, Cal. Fox New York, NY. 

Almost Married. Mystery drama of a musician and his bride. Violet Hem- 
ming, Ralph Ballamy, Alex. Kirkland, Dir. Wm. Menzies. Time, 52 
mins. Rel. July 17. Rev. July 26. 

Cali Her Savage. Tiffany Thayer's story of a haif breed girl. Clara Bow, 
Monroe Owsley, Gilbert Roland. Dir. John Francis Dillon. Time, 82 
mins. Rel. Nov. 27. Rev. Nov. 29. 


Edmund Lowe, Bela 


Dramatized radio broadcast. 
Rel, Sept. 18. 


Chandu the Magician. ( z 
Dir. Marcel Varnel. Time, 72 mins. 


Lugosi, Irene Ware. 
Rev. Oct. 4 


First Year, The. Domestic drama from a stage play. Janet Gaynor, Chas. 
pacrei. Dir. William K. Howard. Time, mins. Rel. July 31. Rev. 
Aug. 23. 

Handie with Care. Comedy. Jas. Dunn, Boots Mallory, El Brendel. Dir. 
David Butler. Rel. Dec. 26. 


Sally Eilers, Ben Lyon, 


Murder and mystery in a nite club, i ) 
mins. Rel. Sept. 25. 


Hat Check Girl. 
Dir. Sidney Landfield. Time, 63 


Ginger Rogers. 
Rev. Oct. 11. 

Me and My Gal. Comedy drama. Joan Bennett, Spencer Tracy. 
Waish, Time, 73 mins, Rel. Dec, 4. 


Dir. Raoul 
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RELEASES 








Theee tabulations are compiled 
from information supplied by the 
various production companies and 
checked up as soon as possible after 
release. Listing is given when re- 
lease dates are definitely set. Titles 
are retained for six months. Man- 
agers who receive service subse- 
quent to that period should pre- 
serve a copy of the calendar for 
reference. 

The running time us given here 
is presumably that of the projection 
room showings and can only approx- 
imate the actual release length in 
those states or communities where 
local or state censorship may result 
in deletions. Running time in the 
reviews as given in ‘Variety’ carry 
the actual time clocked in the the- 
atre after passage by the New York 
state censorship, since pictures are 
reviewed only on actual theatre 
showings. 

While every effort is made to hold 
this list accurate, the information 
supplied may not always be correct, 
even though official. To obtain the 
fullest degree of exactness ‘Variety’ 
will appreciate the co-operation of 
all managers who may note discrep- 
ancies. 





Orph Kicked About 





(Continued from page 7) 


sum mentioned is in preferred, as 
the common dividend was paid for 
only for part of the 12-odd years 
the Orpheum has been affiliated as 
is. 

Defense Fund 


Meantime holders of preferred 
stock of the old Orpheum are plan- 
ning a meeting some time in Janu- 
ary which may be attended by Mar- 
tin Beck. The Orph stockholders 
are attempting to raise a defense 
fund to protect their interests. 

RKO’'s hope in withholding money 
commitments on Orpheum houses 
is that the overhead carrying 
charges on the spots can thus be 
reduced, as with their present fixed 
charges these houses cannot be 
operated for any feasible b.o. pur- 
pose, 

Most of the Orpheum’s stock- 
holders movements are around Chi- 
cago, where holders of preferred 
stock have received a circular let- 
ter dated Dec. 7 from the ‘Orpheum 
Circuit, Inc., Preferred Stockhold- 
ers’ Consolidated Committee’ of 
Chicago, outlining the present posi- 
tion of that body in a campaign for 
an adjustment with RKO. 


Any Action Necessary 


Circular said that the Orpheum's 
former double committees, one in 
Chicago aid one in San Francisco, 
had been merged in a single group. 

Essence of the communication is 
in the paragraph: 

‘The committees thereafter (re- 
capitalization of RKO) continued 
negotiations with the management 
for the purpose of obtaining for Or- 
pheum preferred stockholders rep- 
resentation on the board of direc- 
tors of Orpheum, complete ac- 
counting data, reallocation of 
charges and expenses and an exten- 
sion of the privilege of converting 
Orpheum preferred stock into RKO 
common stock which now expires 
Nov. 30, 1933. 

‘Numerous conferences were held 
in New York, Chicago and San 
Francisco, and it appeared that a 
satisfactory arrangement would be 
consummated. However, the atti- 
tude of RKO interests changed re- 


cently, and the committees were 
forced to conclude that. only 
prompt, vigorous and immediate 


action would bring results. 

‘The indebtedness from Orpheum 
to RKO has increased greatly dur- 
ing the past year. Liens and mort- 
gages have been placed on Orpheum 
properties. There has been no re- 
allocation of charges and the inter- 
ests of Orheum preferred stock- 
holders are seriously endangered.’ 

Letter ends with an appeal for 
contributions to a defense fund at 
the rate of 25 cents a share for 
holders who did not contribute to a 
previous fund of the same charac- 
ter about two years ago. Previous 
contributors are asked for 15 cents 
a share. 

Single new committee is made up 
of Nelson L. Barnes, Harry Borns, 
Arthur C. Bush, A. M. Lawrence, 
Asher Levy, Julian M. Livingston, 
Alex. Young, Jr. 

Charles Aaron, Chicago lawyer, 
has been retained as counsel to 
‘present the demands to RKO and 
to take such immediate action as 
may be deemed necessary,’ 


vv 





Drama of the East Indies, with Spencer Tracy and Peggy 
Shannon. Dir. John Blystone. Rel. Aug. 14. Rev. Sept. 6 

Passport to Hell, A. Drama of African jungle. Elissa Landi, Alex. Kirkland, 
Warner Oland. Dir. Frank Lloyd. Rel. Aug. 7. Rev. Aug. 30. 


Painted Woman. 


Rackety Rax. Football satire. Victor McLaglen, Greta Nissen. Dir. Alfred 
Werker. Time, 65 mins. Rel. Oct. 23. Rev. Nov. 8 

Rebecca of Sunnybrook Farm. (Mary Pickford’s silent hit.) Marian Nixon, 
Ralph Bellamy. Dir. Al Santell. Time, 81 mins. Rel. July 3. Rev. 
Aug. 2. 

Sherlock Holmes. The Conan Doyle story with a_new gangster twist. Clive 
rook, Miriam Jordan, Ernest Torrence. Dir. K. Howard. Time, 
68 mins. Rel. Nov. 6. Rev. Nov. 15. 

Six Hours to Live. Murdered diplomat _!s revived to avenge his murder, 
Warner Baxter, Miriam Jordan. Dir. Wm. Dieterle. ime, 78 mins. 
Rel. Oct. 16. Rev. Oct. 25. 

Tess of the Storm Country. Talk version of an old silent. Janet Gaynor, 
Chas. Farrell. Dir. Al. Santell. Time, 75 mins. Rel. Nov, 20. Rev. 
Nov. 22. 


Will Rogers, Marian Nixon. 


Talking version of ‘Jubilo.’ 
Dec. 6 


Too Busy to Work. 


Dir. Jas. Blystone. Time, 76 mins. Rel. Nov. 13. Rev. 
While Paris Sleeps. Thri!] drama. Victor McLaglen. Dir. Alan Dwan. Time, 
7 mins. Rel. May 8. Rev. July 14 


Office: Paramount Bidg., 
New York, N. Y. 

top and back again. 
Dir. Burton King. 


Freuler Associates 


Fighting Gentleman, The. A fighter who goes to the 
Wm. Collier, Jr., Josephine Dunn, Pat O'Malley. 


Time, 69 mins. Rel. Oct. 7 Rev. Nov. 15. 

Forty-Niners. The overland trek in pioneer days. Tom Tyler. Dir. J. P. 
McCarthy. 49 mins. Rel. Oct. 28. Rev. Dec. 20. 

Gambling Sex, The. Racing story with a society slant. Ruth Hall, Grant 
Withers. Dir. Fred Newmeyer. Time, 54 mins. Rel. Nov. 21. 

Savage Girl, The. Big game hunters find a white jungle beauty. Rochelle 
Hudson, Walter Byron, Harry Myers, Adolph Milar. Dir. Harry L. 


Fraser. Rel. Dec. 5. 
Offices: 1619 Broadway, 


New York City 


crusading district attorney. Evelyn Bren., H. H. 
w Cody Walter Byron, Marceline Day. Dir. 
Rey. Oct. 11. 


Matthew Betz, Dynamite- 


Majestic 


Crusader, The. Drama of a 

Warner, Ned Sparks, 

Frank Strayer. 72 mins. Rel. Oct. 1. 

Western drama. Jack Hoxie, Alice Day, L 

horse. Dir. Otto Brower. Time, 55 mins. Rel. Sept. 15. Rev. Oct. 11, 

Hearts of Humanity. Drama of New York's East Side. Jean Hersholt, Jackie 
Searl, J. Farrell MacDonald, Claudia Dell, Charles Delaney. Dir. Christy 
Cabanne. Time, 70 mins. Rel. Sept. 1. Rev. Sept. 27. 

Law and Lawless. Western drama. Jack Hoxie, Hilda Moreno, Yakima Can- 
utt, Wally Wales, Dynamite-Horse. Dir. Armand Schaeffer. Time, 61 
mins. Rel. Nov. 30 

Outlaw Justice. Western 
Keith, Dynamite-Horse. 
Oct. 1. 

Phantom Express, The. Railroad melodramatic mystery. J. Farrell Mac- 


Donald, William Collier, Jr., Sally Blane, Hobart Bosworth, Eddie Phil- 
Rel. Sept. 15. Rev. Sept. 27. 


Gold. 


Donald 
Rel. 


Dorothy Gulliver, 


drama. Jack Hoxie, 
Time, 61 mins. 


Dir. Armand Schaeffer, 


lips. Dir. Christy Cabanne. Time, 70 mins. 

Sing, You Sinner. Dramatic life of a torch-singer. From the play by Wilson 
Collison. Rel. Jan. 1. 

Unwritten Law, The. A drama of betrayal and vengeunce. Greta Nissen, 


Skeets Gallagher, Mary Brian, Lew Cody, Louise Fazenda, Hedda Hop- 
Time, 70 mins, Rel. Nov. 15. Rev. Dec. 20, 


per. Dir. Christy Cabanne, 
Vampire Bat, The. A _ thriller. Lionel Atwill, Fay Wray, Melvyn Douglas, 
George E Stone, Maude Eburne. Dir. Frank Strayer. Rel. Dec. 15. 


: Offices: 1600 Broadway 
Hollywood, Cal. Mayfair New York, N. Y. 


Allas Mary Smith. Events follow a chance meeting. Semi-detective. John 
Darrow, Gwen Lee, Ray Hatton. Dir, E. Mason Hopper. Time, 61 mins. 
Rel. July 15. Rev. Aug. 30. 

Heart Punch. Murder story with a prize ring angle. Lloyd Hughes, Marion 
Shilling. Dir. Breezy Eason. Time, 64 mins, Rel. Oct. 15. Rev. Dec. 13. 

Her Mad Night. Mother assumes guilt for a daughter's crime. Irene Rich, 
Conway teas. Dir. E. Mason Hopper. Time, 67 mins. Rel. Oct. 1. 
Rev. Nov. ‘ 


Honor of the Press, The. 
Roy, Wheeler Oakman. Dir. Breezy Eason. 


Studios: 4376 Sunset Drive, 


Crook-newspaper story. E. J. Nugent, Rita Le 
yg Time, 66 mins. Rel. May 


15. Rev. 

No Living Witness. Novelty crime story. Gilbert Roland, Noah Beery. Bar- 
bara Kent. Dir. E. Mason Hopper. Time, 72 mins. Rel. Sept. 15. Rev. 
Oct. il 


Lloyd Whitloc 


Mystery in a deserted desert home. k 
Time, +] 


Tangled Destinies. 
Dir. Frank Strayer. 


Doris Hill, Glen Tryon, Vera Reynolds. 
mins. Rel. Sept. 1. Rev. Oct. 25. 
Trapped in Tia Juana. Army life on the Mex. border. Edwina Booth, Duncan 

Renaldo. Dir. Wallace W. Fox. Time, 65 mins. Rel. Aug. 15, 
Society crook melodrama. Dorothy Revier, Kenneth 
Dir. Geo. Sietz. Time, 61 mins. Rel. July 1. Rev. 


Metro 


Self explanatory title. 
Dir. E. Goulding. Time, 91 mins. 


Widow in Scarlet, The. 
Harlan, Glen Tryon, 
Aug. 2 


Studios: Cutver City, Offices: 1540 Broadway, 
a 


New York, N. Y. 


Marion Davies, Robt. Mont- 
Rel. Aug. 13. 


Blondie of the Follies. 
gomery, Billy Dove. 
Rev. Sept. 153. 


Divorce in the Family. 
Cooper, Conrad Nagel, Lewis Stone, Lois Wilson. 


Jackie Cooper saves the family happiness. Jackie 
Dir. Chas. F, Riesner. 


Time, 78 mins. Rel. Aug. 27. Rev. Nov. 1. 
Downstairs. Life below stairs a titled family. John Gilbert, Virginia 
Bruce, Paul Lukas. Dir. onta Bell. Time, 77 mins. Rel. Aug. 8. 


Rev. Oct. 11. 

Wallace Beery as a wrestler. 
Hersholt. Dir. John Ford. 95 mins. 
Falthless. Rich girl learns the lesson of the depression. 

Robt. Montgomery. Dir. Barry Beaumont, Time, 75 mins. 
Rev. Nov. 22. 

Kongo. Remake of the silent of the same title. 
Walter Huston, Lupe Velez, Conrad Nagel, Virginia Bruce. 
Cowen. Time, 86 mins. Rel, Oct. 1. Rev. Nov. 22 

Mask of Fu Manchu. Chinese plotter seeks the sword of Ghengis Kahn. 


Flesh. Karen Morley, Riccardo Cortez, Jean 


Rel. Dec. 9. Rev. Dec. 13 
Tallulah Bankhead, 
Rel. Oct. 15. 


Africa. 


Sorcery in central 
Wm. 


Dir. 


Boris Karloff, Lewis Stone, Karen Morley. Dir. Chas. Brabin. Time, 
68 mins. Rel. Nov. 5. Rev. Dec. 6. 
Pack Up Your Troubles. Laurel and Hardy full length military comedy. Dir. 
Geo. Marshall and Raymond Carey. Time, 70 mins. Rel. Sept. 17. Rev. 
Oct. 4 
Payment Deferred. Murder story from the play of that title with Chas, 


Laughton in his original role, Maureen O'Sullivan, Dorothy Peterson, 
Dir. Lothar Mendez. Time, 80 mins. Rel. Oct. 8. Rev. Nov. 15. 


Prosperity. Post depression comedy with Marie Dressler and Polly Moran. 
Dir. Sam Wood. Time, 87 mins. Rel. Nov. 18. Rev. Nov. 29. 

Red Dust. Jean Harlow and Clark Gable as a new team in a story of Indo- 
China. Dir. Victor Fleming. Time, 83 mins. Rel. Oct. 22. Rev. Nov. 8, 

Skyscraper Souls. Drama. Warren William, Maureen O'Sullivan, Anita Page. 
Dir. Edgar Selwyn. Time, 100 mins. Rel. July 16. Rev. Aug. 9. 

Smilin’ Through. Remake of the Norma Talmadge silent and Jane Cowl play. 
Norma Shearer, Leslie Howard, O. P. Heggie. Dir. Sidney Franklin, 
Time, 96 mins, Rel. Sept. 18. Rev. Oct. 18. 

Speak Easily. Slapstick comedy. Buster Keaton, Jimmy Durante. 
Sedgwick. Time, 78 mins. Rel. July 23. Rev. Aug. 23. 

Strange Interlude. The famous O'Neill play. Norma Shearer, Clark Gable. 
Dir. Robert Z. Leonard. Time, 110 mins. Not yet released. Rev. Sept. 6. 


Dir. Ed. 


Unashamed. Modern problem story. Helen Twelvetrees, Robt. Young, Lewis 
Stone. Dir. Harry Beaumont. Time, 77 mins. Rel., July 2. tev, 
July 19. 

Washington Masquerade. Political satire. Lione! Barrymore, Karen Morley, 
Nils Asther. Dir. Chas. Brabin. Time, 91 mins. tel. July 8 Rev. 
July 26. 

Studio: 6048 Sunset Bivd., Office: 723 Seventh Ave., 

Hollywood, Cal. Monogram New York, N, Y. 

Diamond Trail. Western. Rex Bell. Dir. Harry Fraser. Rel. Dec. 39. 

Fighting Champ, The. Western. Bob Steele, Arletta Dunean. Dir. J. P. 
McCarthy. Time, 64 mins. Rel. Dec. 15. 

From Broadway to Cheyenne N. Y. gangster meets the shooting West. Rex 
Bell, Marceline Day. Dir. Harry Frazer. Time, 62 mins. Rel. Aug. 15. 
Rev. Sept. 27. 

Girl from Calgary, The. Girl cowboy comes east to stage triumphs. Fifi 
D'’Orsay, Paul Kelly. Dir. Phil Whitman. ‘Time, 64 mins. Rel. Sept. 24. 
Rev. Nov. 22 

Guilty or Not Guilty? Betty Compson, Claudia Dell. Dir, Albert Ray. 67 mins. 
tel. Nov. 15%. 

(Continued on page 23) 
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—beg pardon 


928! 








we mean 


1933! 
But it’ll be the 


same thing because 





Good times 
are here again 
thanks to 





aaa 


METRO-GOLDW 








MARION DAVIES 
in “Peg o’ My Heart” 


NORMA SHEARER 
CLARK GABLE 


in “Strange Interlude” 
Now at Popular Prices! 


JEAN HARLOW 
in a drama of the Night Club 


(Title to be announced) 


DRESSLER—BEERY 


in ‘“‘Tugboat Annie” 


NORMA SHEARER 


in “‘La Tendresse” 











=. 
Helen HAYES 

Ramon NOVARRO 

SON-DAUGHTER 


The star of ‘‘Farewell to Arms” 
and “Madelon Claudet”’ to- 
gether with Ramon Navarro 
in the picture that’s the talk 


























iYN-MAYER’: 1933 


merry, merry, merry melange of happy hits! 
: ” > (Some are in production. Some finished. All BIG!) 


JOAN CRAWFORD 


in a new De Luxe role 
(Title to be announced) 


JOHN BARRYMORE 


in “Reunion in Vienna” 


JOHNNY WEISSMULLER 


in “Tarzan and his Mate’”’ 


FOUR BIG STAGE HITS! 


“Clear All Wires” 
“Another Language” 
“Whistling in the Dark” 
“Men Must Fight” 


HELEN HAYES 
in ‘‘The White Sister” 


Irene Dunne—Phillips 
Holmes in “The Lady” 








of every Film Row! (Temporary title) 
| —and more BIG ONES! 
Sa 























Thana Bthelentionsl 


BARRYMORE 


RASPUTIN 
and th EMPRESS 


Again M-G-M peps up the 
industry with a Big $2 Astor 
Theatre sensation! A pleasure! 
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CALENDAR OF CURRENT RELEASES 


Physician who fails in a major operation makes a comeback. Frank 
‘Time, 66 mins. 





Kiondike. 
Hawks, Thelma Todd, H. B, Walthal. Dir. Lyle Talbot. 


Rel. Aug. 30. Rev. Sept. 27, 

Lucky Larrigan. Western. Rex Bell, Helen Foster. Dir. J. P. McCarthy. 
Rel. Dec, 1 

Man from New Mexico. Vengeance on the range. Tom Tyler.  d. PB 
McGowan. Time, 60 mins. Re!. Apr. 1. Rev. Aug. 30. . ot 


Pauline Frederick, Th e Von 


Self-Defense. Story by Peter B. Kyne. 
Dic. Phil Rosen. 


Eiltz, Barbara Kent, Robert Elliott, Claire Windsor. 
Rel. Dec. 15. 


6lightly Married. Society boy marries a street girl and then falls in love w 
her. Evalyn Knapp, Walter Byron, Marie Prevost. Dir. Rich. Thorpe, 
69 mins. Rel. Oct. 16. 


Strange Adventure. Regis Toomey, June Clyde. Dir. Phil Wh 
Bampton Del Ruth. Rel. Dec. 1. “men ane 


Thirteenth Guest, The. Mystery play by author of ‘Scarface.’ 
Lyle Talbot, J. Farrell McDonald. Dir. Alfred Ray. 
Rel. Aug. 25. Rev. Sept. 6. (Chadwick.) 


Western Limited, The. Mystery aboard a transcontinental train. Estelle 
Taylor, Edmund Burns, Gertrude Astor, Crauford Kent. Dir. Christy 
Cabanne. Time, mins. Rel. Aug. 10. Rev. Oct. 19. 

Young Blood. Western. Bob Steele. Sto by Well T . . 
Rosen. Time, 62 mins. Rel. Nov. 6. a yo Se... 2, Fae 


Paramount 


Broadcasting story with many air stars. 
Dir. Frank Tuttle. Time, 80 mins. 


Ginger Rogers, 
Time, 65 mins. 


Studios: aad Pe arathon St., 


° g 
ollywood, Calif. mee verkay, 


New York, 


Stuart Erwin, 


Big Broadcast, The. 
Rel. 


Bing Crosby, Leila Hyams. 
Oct. Rev. Oct. 18. 

Blonde Venus. Story of a stage woman’s efforts to retain her child. Ma 
Dietrich, Herbert Marshall, Dickey Moore. Dir. Jos. Yeu Misha 
Time, 85 mins. Rel. Sept. 16, Rev. Sept, 27. 


Devil and the Deep. Jealousy in a submerged submarine. Tallulah Bankhead, 


Gary Cooper, Chas, Laughton. Dir. Marion Gering. Tim 

Rel. Aug. 12. Rev. Aug. 23. : Hips Sea 
Devi! Is Driving, The. Wynne Gibson, Edmund Lowé. Die M * 

Stoloff. Rel. Dec. 9. Rev. Dec. 20. : ue mele. 


Evenings for Sale. Viennese nobleman becomes a gigolo. Herbert Marshall, 


Sari Maritza, Chas. Ruggles. Dir. Stuart Walker. Time, 61 mins, Rel. 

Nov. ll. Rev. Nov. 15. , 7 
Farewell to Ae ommniegvey's mone of wer on the Italian front. Helen 
ayes, Gary Cooper, olphe enjou. Dir. Frank Borzage. mins. 

Rel. Dec. 25. Rev. Dec. 13. saa _ 
Gullty_ as Hell. Murder mystery with Quirt and Flagg comedy angle. Edmund 
Lowe, Victor McLaglen, Richard Arlen. Dir. Erle Kenton. Time, 82 


Rel. Aug. 5. Rev. Aug. 9. 


Comedy drama. 
Time, 67 mins. 


mins. 


He Learned About Women. 


Stuart Erwin, Allison Skip- 
worth. Dir. Lioyd Corrigan. ° 


Rel. Nov. 4 


Hello, Everybody. Radio story. Kate Smith, Randolf Scott, Sally Blane. Dir. 
Seiter. Jan. special release. 

Horse Feathers. Marx Brothers go collegiate, Dir. Norman McLeod. Time, 
0 mins. Rel. Aug. 19. Rev. Aug. 16. 

Mot Saturday. Gossip in a small town. Nancy Carroll. Dir. W. Seiter. Time, 
72 mins. Rel. Oct. 28. Rev. Nov. 8 


if | Had a Million. How various persons would react to an inheritance. Gary 
Cooper, Geo. Raft, Wynne Gibson, Chas, Laughton, Jack Oakie and many 
others, each in a single sequence. Directional sequences by various di- 


rectors. Time, 85 mins. Rel. Nov. Rev. Dec. 6. 
Island of Lost Souls. Novelty story. Chas. Laughton, Richard Arlen, Leila 
Hyams. Dir. Chas. Kenton. December special. 

Lady and Gent. Sentimental story of a cheap pugilist. Geo, Bancroft, Wynne 
Gibson. Dir. Roberts. Time, 84 mins. Rel. July 15. Rev. July 19. 
King of the Jungle. Novelty story. Buster Crabbe, Frances Dee. Dirs. Hum- 

berstone-Marcin. Jan. special release. 
Lily Christine. British made. Corinne Griffith, Colin Clive. Time, 59 mins. 
Rel. July. Rev. Sept. 20. 


Chevalier as a tailor in masquerade. Jeanette MacDonald, 


Love Me Tonight. 
Dir. Rouben Mamoulian. 


Chas. Ruggles, Chas. Butterworth, Merna y. 
Time, 90 mins. Rel. Aug. 26. Rev. Aug. 23. 

Madame Butterfly. From the opera. Sylvia Sidney, Cary Grant, Chas. Ruggles. 
Dir. Gearing. Rel. Dec. 30. 

Madame Racketeer. Comedy of a middle-aged woman swindler. Alison Skip- 
worth, Richard Bennett, Geo. Raft. Dir. Hall and Gribble. Time, 68 
mins. Rel. July 22. Rev. July 26. 

Madison Square. Sporting story. Jack Oakie, Marian Nixon, Thos. Meighan. 


Dir. Harry J. Brown. Time, 70 mins, Rel. Oct. 7. Rev. Oct. 18. 
Make Mea Star Dialog version of Merton of the Movies. Stuart Erwin, Joan 
Blondell, Zasu Pitts. Dir. Wm, Beaudine. Time, 86 mins. Rel. July 1. 
Rev. July 5. 
Merrily We Go to Hell. From a stage comedy drama. Sylvia Sidney, Frederic 
Maren, Dir. Dorothy Arzner. Time, 8 mins. Rel. July 10. Rev. 
une 14, 


Satire on mythical South American republic. Jack Oakie, 


Million Dollar Legs. 
Dir. Ed. Cline. Time, 71 mins. 


W. C. Fields, Andy Clyde, Lyda Roberti. 
Rel. July 8. Rev. July 12. 

Movie Crazy. Harold Lloyd breaks into pictures. Constance Cummings. Dir. 
Clarence Bruckman. Time, 96 mins. Rel. Sept. 23. Rev. Sept. 20. 

Mysterious Rider. Western. Kent Taylor. Dir. Allen. Rel. Jan. 27. 

Night After Night. Humor in the night clubs. Mae West, Geo. Raft, Con- 
stance Cummings, Allison Skipworth. Dir. Archie Mayo. Time, 70 mins. 
Rel. Oct. 14. Rev. Nov. 1. 

Night of June 13, The. The neighbors react to a murder suspicion. Clive 
Brook, Lila Lee, Chas. Ruggles. Dir. Stephen Roberts. Time, 76 mins. 
Rel. Sept. 23. Rev. Sept. 20. 

No Man of Her Own. From the novel ‘No Bed of Her Own.’ 
Carole Lombard, Dorothy Mackaill. Dir. Wesley Ruggles. 
Special. 

Phantom President. 
Samy . Durante, Claudette Colbert. Time, 77 mins. 

ct. 4. 

Queen Was in the Parlor. Comedy drama. Claudette Colbert, Frederic March, 
Allison Skipworth, Dir. Stuart Walker. Rel. Jan. 13. 

70,000 Witnesses. Murder on the footbail feld. Phillips Holmes, Desotay 
Jordan, Chas. Ruggles, Johnny Mack Brown, Lew Cody. Dir. Ralp 
Murphy. Time, 69 mins. Rel. Sept. 2. Rev. Sept. 6. 

She Done Him Wrong. Paraphrase of ‘Diamond Lil.’ Mae West, Cary Grant, 
Noah Beery, Owen Moore. Dir. Sherman. Rel. Jan. 20. 

Sign of the Cross. Spectacular production of the stage play. Frederic March, 
Claudette Colbert, Elissa ndi, Chas. Laughton, Ian Keith. Dir. Cecil 
de Mille. Time, 124 mins. (roadshow). Not yet released. Rev. Dee. 6. 

Trouble in Paradise. Cheating cheaters in Paris and Venice. Miriam Hop- 
kins, Kay Francis, Herbert Marshall. Dir. Ernst Lubitsch. Time, 81 
mins, Rel. Oct. 21. Rev. Nov. 15, 

Undercover Man. Secret service bests the gangsters. Geo. Raft, Nancy Car- 
roll. Dir. Jas. Flood. Time, 74 mins. Rel. Dec. 2. Rev. Dec. 6. 

Vanishing Frontier. Western drama. John Mack Brown, Evalyn Knapp, 

w Zasu Pitts. Dir. Phil Rosen. Time, 66 mins. Rel. July 29. Rev. Sept. 20. 

tid 


Clark Gable, 
December 


Political story of a presidential double. George M. Cohan, 
Rel. Oct. 7. Rev. 


Horse Mesa. Zane Gray's story. Rudolph Scott, Sally Blane, Fred 
Kohler. Dir, Henry Hathaway. Time, 60 mins. Rel. Nov. 25. 


Offices: 723 Seventh Ave., 
Powers New York, N. Y. 


Her Radio Romeo. Radio comedy. Gene Gerrard, Jessie Matthews. Dr. 
Gene Gerrard. Time, 70 mins. Rel. July 15. 

Her ag Desire. Scandal in high life. Laurence Olivier, Nora Swinburne. 
Dir. Maurice Elvey. Time, 59 mins. Rel, July 1. 

Lucky Girl. Musical comedy farce. Gene Gerrard, Molly Lamont. Dir. Bu- 
gene O'Sullivan. Time, 69 mins. Rel. Sept. 

Man Who Won, The. Story of a wastrel who makes good. Henry Kendall, 
Heather Angel. Time, 70 mins. Dir. Norman Walker. Rel. Sept. 15. 

Woman Decides, The. From a stage play of Labor vs. Capital. Adrienne 
Alten, Owen Nare. Dir. Miles Mander. Time, 68 mins. Rel. Aug. 15. 


. . Offices: 11 West 42d St. 
Principal New York, N.Y. 
Blame the Woman, British made with Adolphe Menjou and Claude Allister 
as @ pair of crooks. Dir. Fred Niblo. Time, 74 mins. Rel. Oct. 1. 


Hollywood. ren survey of the film capital. Time, 20 mins. Rel. July 1. 

Virgins of Batt, 
Sept. 6. Rev. Dee. 13. 

Wings Over the Andes. Plane views of the Andean volcanos. Time, H ming 


Rel. June L 


re 


Office: 1560 Broadway, 
New York, N. Y. 


Dir. Fred Alien. 


Studios: Holiywood 


~ 9 R.K.O. Pathe 


Beyond the Rockies. The racket moves West. Tom Keene. 
Time, 54 mins, Rel. July 8 Rev. Sept. 20. 

Come On, Danger. Western. Tom Keene, J. Hayden, Roscoe Ates. 
Hill. Time, 54 mins. Rel. Sept. 23. 

Ghost Valiey. Tom Keene is hired to impersonate himeelf. 
Time, 64 mins. Rel. May 13. Rev. Aug. 30. 


What Price Hollywood. Hollywood lowdown. 
Sherman. Dtr. Geo. Cukor. Rel. June 24. 


R.K.O. Radio 


Love and trouble for a co-ed. 
Gregory La Cava. Time, 63 mins. 


Dir. Robt 
Dir. Fred Alien 


Constance Bennett, Lowell 


Rev. July 19. 
Offices: 1560 Broadway, 
New York, N. Y. 


Dorothy Wilson. Ric’ 
Rel. Aug. 5. 


Studios: Hollywood, 
Calf. 

Age of Consent, The. 
ard Cromwell. Df#r. 
Rev. Sept. 6. 

Bit of Divorcement, A. Story of a shell-shocked war vet. 
John Barrymore, Billie Burke, Katherine Hepburn. 
Time, 69 mins. Rel. Sept. 30. Rev. Oct. 4. 

Bird of Paradise, A. Famous st play of the South Seas. Dolores Del Rio, 
Joel McCrea. Dir. King dor. Time, 82 mins. Rel. Aug. 12. Rev. 
Sept. 13. 

Bring "Em Back Alive. Frank Buck’s animal thriller. 
Aug. 19. Rev. June 21. 

Conquerors, The. A story of American depressions and their surmounting. 
Rich. Dix, Ann Harding, Edna May iver. Dir. Wm. Wellman, Time, 

Rel. Nov. 18. Rev. Nov. 22, 

Heli’s Highway. The horrors of a convict camp. Richard Dix, Tom Brown. 
Dir. Rowland Brown. Time, 62 mins. Rel. Sept. 21. Rev. Sept. 27. 

Hold ’Em Jail. Wheeler and Woolsey play football on the convict eleven. 
Dir. Norman Taurog. ‘Time, 66 mins. Rel. Sept. 2. Rev. Aug. 23. 

Little Orphan Annie. Based on the cartoon. Mitzi Green, Ed. Keennedy. 
Dir. John Robertson. Time, 61 mins. Rel. Nov. 4. 

Men Are Such Fools. Leo Carillo. Dir. Wm. Nigh. Time, 66 mins. Rel. Nov. 18. 

Men of America. Bill Boyd, Dorothy Wilson, Chic Sale. Dir. Ralph Ince. 
Time. 57 mins. Rel. Dec. 9. 

Most Dangerous Game, The. Island recluse who hunts human beings for 
sport. Joel McCrea, Fay Wray, Lesiie Banks. Dir. E. Schoedsack. 
Time, 63 mins. Rel. Sept. 9. Rev. Nov. 22. 

Phantom of Crestwood, The. Mystery at a week-end party. Ricardo Cortez, 
Katherine Morley. Dir. J. W. Ruben. Time, 77 mins. Rel. Oct. 14. 
Rev. Oct. 18. 

Roar of the Dragon. Chinese war story. Gwill Andre, Richard Dix. 
Wesley Ruggles. Time, 69 mins. Rel. July 8 Rev. July 26. 
Rockabye. Sentimental mother-love story. Constance Bennett, Joel McCrea. 

Dir. Geo. Cukor. Time, 70 mins. Rel. Nov. 25. Rev. Dec. 6. 

Secrets of the French Police. Foreign mystery. Gwill Andre, Frank Morgan, 
Gregory Ratoff. Dir. Ed. Sutherland. Time, 58 mins. Rel. Dec. 2. 
Rev. Dec. 13. 

Sport Parade. Novelty story. 
Dir. Dudley Murphy. ime, 65 mins. 

Strange Justice. Oddities of the criminal code. 

eginald Denny. Dir. V. C. Schertzinger. 

Theft of the Mona Lisa, The. Foreign made. Willy Forst, Trude von Molo 
Dir. G. Von Bolvary. Time, 83 mins. Rel. Oct. 21, Rev. Sept. 15. 

Thirteen Women. From Tiffany Thayer's story of the power of suggestion. 
Ricardo Cortez, Irene Dunne. Dir. G. Archainbaud. Time, 60 mins. 
Rel. Sept. 16. Rev. Oct. 13. 


° e ffi : 729 S th Ave., 
United Artists °° 7) ik N'Y. 


Cynara. Philip Merivale stage hit. Ronald Colman, Kay Francis, Phyllis 

Barry. Dir. King Vidor. Time, 79 mins. Rel. Dec. 28. 

Kid from Spain, The. Eddie Cantor masquerades as a bull fighter down in 
Mexico. Cantor, Lyda Roberti. Dir. Leo. McCarey. Time (roadshow), 
118 mins. Release not set. Rev. Nov. 22. 

Magic Night. Viennese operetta. Jack Buchanan. Dir. Herbert Wilcox. 
Time, 79 mins. Rel. Nov. 2. Rev. Nov. 8. 

Mr. Robinson Crusoe. Adventures in the South Seas. 
Maria Alba. Dir. Edw. Sutherland. Time, 72 mins. 


By Clemence Dane. 
Dir. Geo. Cukor. 


Time, 65 mins. Rel. 


84 mins. 


Dir. 


Joel McCrea, Marian Marsh, Wm. Gardan. 
Rel. Nov. 11. Rev. Dec. 20. 

Mae Marsh, Norman Foster, 
Time, 64 mins. Rel, Oct. 7 


Douglas Fairbanks, 
Rel. Sept. 21. Rev. 


Sept. 27. 
Rain. Jeanne Eagles’ famous stage hit. Joan Crawford, Walter Huston. Dir. 
Wm, Gargan. Time, 93 mins.’ Rel. Oct. 12. Rev. Oct. 18. 
Haytian sorcery. Bela Lugosi, Madge Bellamy. Dir. 


White Zombie, The. 


Victor Halperin. Time, 69 mins. Rel. July 28. Rev. Aug, 2. 


Offices: 730 Fifth Ave., 





Studio: Universal City, Universal New York, N.Y. 


Afrald to Talk. From the stage play ‘Merry-Go-Round’ about crooked politics. 
Eric Linden, Sidney Fox, Tully Marshall, Louis Cathern. Dir. w. L. 


Cahn. 74 mins. Rel. Nov. 17. Rev. Dec. 20. 
Air Mail, The. Commercial flying thrill story. Pat O’Brien, Ralph Beilamy, 
Gloria Stuart, Slim Summerville. Dir. John Ford. me, 85 mins. Rel. 


Nov. 3. Rev. Nov. 8. 

Att American, The. Football story. Rich. Arlen, Gloria Stuart. Dir. Russell 
Mack. Time, 73 mins. Rel. Oct. 18. Rev. Oct. 14. 

A one-man girl whose love defied convention. 
Hurst novel. Irene Dunn, John Boles. Dir. John Stahl. 
Rel. Sept. 1. Rev. Aug. 30. 

Brown of Culver. See Tom Brown of Culver. 

Igloo. Life struggie in the Arctic. Eskimo players. 
0 mins. Rel. July 14. Rev. July 26. 

Mummy, The. Mystery thriller. Boris Karloff, Zita Johann, David Manners. 
Dir. Karl Freund. Rel. Dec. 23. 

My Pal, the King. A wild west show in a Balkan kingdom. Tom Mix. Dir. 
Kurt Neumann. Time, 75 mins. Rel. Aug. 4. Rev. Oct. 11. 

Mystery of Life, The. Clarence Darrow on evolution. Clarence Darrow. Dir. 
Geo. Cochrane. Time, 43 mins. Rel. July 6. Rev. July 7, ’31. 

Nagana. Tropical drama. Tala Birell, Melvyn Douglas. Dir. EB. L. Frank. 

Rel. Jan. 12, 

Columnist story. Lew Ayres, Maureen O’Sullivan, Louis Cal- 
Lern. Dir. Tay Garnett. Time, 80 mins. Rel. Sept. 8. Rev. Sept. 13. 

Old Dark House. A night of terror in an eg oe country home. Boris Kar- 
loff, Melvyn Dougan: Chas. Laughton, Gloria Stuart. Dir. Jas. Whale. 

Time, 70 mins. 1, Oct. 20. Rev. Nov. 1 

in a Lifetime. Hollywood satire from the stage play. Jack Oakie, 

Sidney Fox, Alice MacMahon. Dir. Russell Mack. Time, 90 mins. Rel. 

Sept. 22, ev. Nov. 1. 

Tom Brown of Culver. Cadet sc 
H. B. Warner. Dir. m, 


From a Fanny 


Back Street. 
- an Time, 91 mins. 


Dir. Ewing Scott. Time, 


Okay America. 


Once 


oto. Tom Brown, Slim Summerville, 
3 ime, 81 mins, Rel. July 21. Rev. 
Aug. 2 
ios: oO : 321 W. 44th St 
Ctatiegt NE Warner Brothers 07° Ro NY. 


Big City Blues. Country boy comes to New York for tnrilling experiences. 
Joan Blondeli, Eric Linden. Dir. Mervyn Le Roy. ime, 68 mins. Rel, 
Sept. 10. Rev. Sept. 138. 

Blessed Event. Columnist story. Lee Tracy, Mary srian, Allen Jenkins. 
Roy Del Ruth. Time, 84 mins. Rel. Sept. 10. Rev. Sept. 6. 

Haunted Gold. Search for gold in a haunted mine. John Wayne. Dir. Mach 
Wright. 00 mins. Rel. Dec. 17. 

| Am a Fugitive. From the story ‘I Am a Fugitive from a Chain Gang.’ Paul 
Muni, Glenda oe Dir. Mervyn Le Roy, Time, 93 mins. Rel. Nov. 
19. ev. Nov. 16. 


Dir. 


illegal. British made story of a pight club. British cast and director. Time, 
61 mins. Rel. Aug. 6. Rev. e 4 

Jewel Robbery. Romantic comedy — . from an Hungarian source. Kay 
Francis, William Powell, Die. m. Dieterle. ime, 68 mins. Rel. 
Aug. 13. Rev. July 26. 

One Way Passage. Love develops for a prisoner. Kay Francis, William Pow- 
ell. Dir. Tay Garnett. Time, 69 mins. Kel. Oct, 22. Rev. Oct. 18. 

Purchase Price, The. Night club singer with a past. Barbara Stanwyck. Dtr. 
Wm. A. eliman. Time, 68 mins. Rel. July 23. Rev. July 19. 


Ride Him, Cowboy. Western cowboy story. John Wayne. Dir. Fred Allen. 


Time, 55 mina, Rel. Aug. 27. Rev. Nov. 1 

Scarlet Dawn. Russian refugees in Constantinople. Doug 
Nancy Carroll, Lilyan Tashman., Dir. Wm. Dieterle. 
Rel, Nov. 12. Rev. Nov. 8. 

Stranger in Town. Comedy drama of real people. Chic Sale, Ann Dvorak, 


Fairbanks, Jr., 
Time, 58 mins. 


EXHIB-DISTRIB 
AND THEIR 
ATTITUDES 


Despite all efforts being quietly 
made to swing the Theatre Owners’ 
Chamber of Commerce into line with 
the Motion Picture Theatre Owners 
of America for uniformity, the 
strongest city unit of exhibs in the 
country, as voiced by their leader, 
Charles O'Reilly, feels that federal- 
ization is better than feudalism. 

TOCC’s attitude is that the dis- 
tributors and the major industry 
should quit making gestures. By 
this it is explained the Manhattan 
indies feel that the only way toclear 
up the situation is to clear the road 
for the retailer and speed up dis- 
tribution by giving any exhibitor 
who is willing to pay the price the 
right to play a picture before it be- 
comes mouldy. 

Distribs have steadily maintained 
that the producer could not live if 
protection of release were elimi- 
nated. 


Duals in Two F-WC 
Nabes Prompt Equity 
Suit by Chotiners 


Los Angeles, Dec. 24. 

Equity action started in U. §&. 
District Court last week by H. W. 
and M. C. Chotiner, indie exhibs, to 
restrain Fox-West Coast and major 
distributors from alleged violations 
of the Sherman and Clayton anti- 
trust laws, is based on the adop- 
tion several months ago of double 
feature policies by two F-WC 
nabes, the Belmont and Boulevard. 
Duals have been used by the two 











opposition Chotiner houses—Pa- 
risian and Ravenna — for many 
months. 


With the extra demand for prod- 
uct, through the double feature 
programs at the two circuit houses, 
F-WC film buy for the current year 
was considerably in excess of pre- 
vious years. 

Result was that the Chotiner 
houses were deprived of first run 
on all product excepting Paramount 
in their houses. Firm uses practic- 
ally all major, excepting Metro pic- 
tures, but uside from the Par films, 
is obliged through the exclusive 
F-WC second run buy to follow the 
two circuit houses against which it 
complains. Equity suit is an en- 
deavor to get prior exhibition dates. 

Skouras’ Brothers, Fox-West 
Coast Theatres, RKO-Radio Pic- 
tures, Fox Film, Warner-F.N., Uni- 
versal and United Artists are named 
defendants. 

Plantiffs seek an order restrain- 
ing the defendants from further 
asserted acts in restraint of trade, 
and request that the defendants be 
compelled to lease to Chotiner The- 
atres a ‘fair and just’ proportion of 
pictures for suburban first run ex- 
hibition, 


Cheated Bandits 2d Time 


Youngstown, O., Dec. 24. 

A bandit held up two Paramount 
theatre men, compelled one of them 
to open the theatre safe and es- 
caped with $40 amid downtown 
shoppers. 

When 8. S. Soloman, manager, in- 
formed the bandits he did not 
know the safe’s combination, the 
bandits compelled him to summon 
the treasurer, who opened. the 
safe. Soloman was kidnapped a 
year ago and compelled to return at 
gun point to the theatre and open 
the safe, giving the bandits $1,300. 


Rockefeller’s New House 
In Va. Opening; 560 Seats 


The theatre which is a part of the 
rebuilt town of Williamsburg, Va., 














Dir. Earle C. Kenton. Time, 66 mins. Rel. Aug. 6. Rev. July 12. 

Successful Calamity, A. Merchant pretends poverty to check family’s ex- 
travagance. George Arliss, Mary Astor, Evalyn Knapp. Dir. John G, 
Adolfi. Time, 72 mins. Rel. Sept. 17. Rev. Sept. 27. 


Two Against the World. Constance Bennett in a peas Ger jam. 
Rev. Aug. 23. 





Dir. Archie 


Mayo. Time, 71 mins. Rel. Sept. 3. 
Winner Take All. Smashing fight comedy. James Cagney. Dir. Roy Del | 
Ruth, Time, 6% mims. Rel. July 16. Rev. June 21, 


1501 Broadway, 
New York, N. Y. | 





Travelogue of tke isliad of Bett. Time, 43 mine. Rei. 


World Wide °™°**: | 


eep Men and cattle raisers. | 


Between Fighting Meg. Conflict between the 
ldon, Time, 62 mins. Rel. 


Ken Maynard, Ruth Hall Dir. Forrest Sh« | 
Oct. 16. 

Breach of Promigs. The ruin of a man’s career. Chester Morris, May Clarke, 
Mary Dora. Di, Stein, Time, 67 mins. Rel, Oct. 23. ad 


@Continwed on page 25) 


a development financed and fa- 
thered by the Rockefellers, opens 
{as an RKO house Jan, 12. It will be 
known as the Williamsburg and 
tied into the Jim Brennan division 
for RKO. Theatre seats 560. 
Policy wil! be straight pictures, 
three changes weekly. Admission is 
set at 20c matinees and 35c nights, 
with kids 19c at all times. 


First feature booked is ‘Conquer: 
ors.’ 

Tom McCaskey will be ia charge 
of the house for RKO, 
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Dance Clubs 


click of the Mayleir toe 

ons at the Riz, and the 

meent social dansante of 

te. further opposish te 
feeular New York niteries hae 

mank up. 

yy Peter Arne is now the movi 

spirit of a new Saturday night 

per club at the Pierre hotel, where 

the original Pierrette started (it's 
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Pests 


Los Ange 
Resting the tired ¢ 
Jobby rue and 
‘chair out in Los 
along with drug 
among the fj 
orating ic ‘ 
management 
counc® has ¥ 
adopt an ant 
making. hetel } 
paying sleep 
geniry_and solicit" 
Souther California 
tion has b Oct. 22 at Sherry's? 
for ove In addition the Centrai Park Ca- 
nung x sino started a Sunday nite series @f 
” > supper dansants te an industwe 
<7 30-per-hoad fee this past week- 


Bigs 















now at the Waldorf), and Charile 
Journal has the Sherry'’a Saturday 
Supper Dances getting under way 
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CALENDAR OF CURRENT RELEASES 


(Continued from page 20) 


@ome On, Tarzan. Ranch owner saves his horse from a gang. Ken Maynard, 
Myrna Kennedy. Dir. Alan James, Time, 64 mins. Rel. Sept. 11. 


@rooked Circle, The. Mystery story with ample comedy. Ben Lyon, ZaSu 
Pitts, James Gleason, Irene Purcell. Dr. H. Bruce Humberstone. Time, 





70 mins. Rel. Sept. 25. Rev. Oct. 4. 
Death Kiss, The. A murder mystery with a motion picture studio back- 
ground. David Manners, Adrienne Ames, John Wray, Bela Lugosi. Dir. 


Edwin L. Marin. Rel. Dec. 25. 


Dynamite Ranch. Ranch manager fails to vanquish the hero. Ken Maynard, 
Ruth Hail. Dir. Forrest Sheldon. Time, 59 mins. Rel. July 31. 

Paise Faces. Doctor makes a racket of his protension. Lowell Sherman, Lila 
tae, Pose Shannon. Dir. Sherman. ime, 83 mins. Rel. Oct. 13. Rev. 

ov. 29. 

Fargo Express. Straight-shooting sacrifice in the career of a cow country 
hero. Ken Maynard, Helen Mack. Dir. Alan James. Time, 62 mins. 
Rel. Nov. 20 

@eli Fire Austin. 
Nat Pendleton. Dir. Forrest Sheldon. 
Rev. Aug. 2. 

Mypnotized. Jam following a | sweepstakes win. Moran and Mack. Dir. 
Mack Sennett. Rel. Dec. 25, 
Mile, The. Drama in- the death house. 
Phillips, Preston Foster, Geo. Stone, Noel Madison. 
Time, 84 mins. Rel. Aug. 21. Rev. Aug. 30. 


Man Called Back, The. Man's regeneration through a woman. 
Doris Kenyon, Juliette Compton, Reginald Owen, Alan Mowbray. 
Robt. Florey. Time, 80 mins. Rel. July 17. Rev. Aug. 2 
of Four, The. Sherlock Holmes story. British cast. Arthur Wontner, 
Isia Bevan, Ian Hunter. Dir. Graham Cutts. Time, 74 mins. Rel. Aug. 
14, Rev. Aug. 30. 

@on of Oklahoma. Western story. Bob Steele, Josie Sedgwick, Carmen 
Laroux. Dir. R. N. Bradbury. Time, 55 mins. Rel. July 7. 

Vexas Buddies. Cowboy, veteran of the AEF, turns aviator to balk the vil- 
lains. Bob Steele, Nancy Drexel. Dir. R. N. Bradbury. Time, 57 mins. 
Rel. Aug. 28. Rev. Nov. 15. 

Whose We Love. A woman's understanding averts domestic tragedy. 
Astor, Lilyan Tashman, Kenneth McKenna. Dir. Robt. Florey. 


Racing in the ranch country. Ken Maynard, Ivy Merton, 
Time, 70 mins. Rel. June 26. 


from the stage play. Howard 
Dir. Sam. Bischoff. 


Conrad Nagel, 
Dir. 


Mary 
Time, 


77 mins. Rel. Sept. 11. Rev. Sept. 20. 
Tombstore Canyon. Western, in which the hero tries to solve the mystery of 
his birth, Ken Maynard, Cecilia Parker. Dir. Alan James. Rel. Dec. 26 


Trailing the Killer. Epic of the North Woods. Dir. Herman C, Raymaker. 


Time, 64 mins. Rel, Dec. 4. Rev, Dec. 6 
Wetown New York. Married happiness and a past. Jack Oakie, Shirley Grey. 
Dir. Victor Schertzinger. Time, 74 mins. Rel. Dec. 4, Rev. Dec. 13. 


Miscellaneous Releases 


Bolling, Point, The. (Allied.) 

eo. Melford. Time, 62 mins. 

Pace on the Bar Room Floor, The. 
Dulcie Cooper, Bramweil Fletcher. 
Rel. Oct. ev. Oct. 18, 

Footsteps In the Night. (Auten.) Mystery drama. 
rice Elvery. ime, 59 mins. Rel, Dec, 1, 

Manhattan Tower. (Remington.) Suggestive of ‘Skyscraper Souls.” Romance 
in an office building. Mary Brian, Irene Rich, Jas. Hall. Dir. Frank 
Strayer. 62 mins. Rel. Dec. 1. Rev. Dec. 20. 

Parisian Romance, A. (Allied.) Famous play. Lew Coy. Marion Sebilting. 
sacs 4 ae Dir. Chester M. Franklin. Time, 75 mins. Rel. Oct. 1. 
tev. ot. ° 


Hoot Gibson learns to curb as | temper. Dir. 


Rel. July 15. Rev. Nov. 
(Invincible.) Temperance discussion. 
Dir. Bert Bracken. Time, 65 mins. 


Benita Hume. Dir. Mau- 


Red-Haired Alibi, The. (Tower.) Gangster story. Merna Kennedy, Theo. 
Von Flitz. Dir. Christy Cabanne. Time, 75 mins. Rel. Oct. . Rev. 
Oct. 25. - 

Scarlet Week End. (Irving.) Murder at a house party. Dorothy Revier, 
Theo. Von Eitz. Dir. Willis Kent. Time, 58 mins. Rel. Oct. Rev. 
«VOY. 


with a police hero. Jack Mulhall, 


Sinister Hands. (Capital.) Murder st 
Time, 66 mins. Rel. June 


Phyllis Barrington. Dir. Armand haeffer. 
22. Rev. Aug. 16. 
Speed Madness. (Capital.) 


Speedboat racing with acrobatic trimmings. 
Rich. Talmadge, Nancy Drexel. 


Dir. Geo. Crone. Time, 61 mins. Rel. 


Aug. 27. Rev. Oct. 11, 

Tex Takes a Holiday. (Argosy). All multi-color western of a mysterious 
stranger. Wallace MacDonald, Virginia Brown Faire. Dir. Alvin 
Nietz. 659 mins. Rev. Dec. 13, 

Waholy Romance. (First Div.) The classic, ‘Mme. Bovary’ eansplanted to 
tye, N. ¥. H. B. Warner, Lila Lee. Dir. Albert Ray. Time, 75 mins. 


Rel. Aug. Rev. Aug. 30. 


Woman in Chains. (Auten.) Tragedy of a woman tied to an hypochondriac. 
Eng. cast. Dir. Basil Dean. Time, 68 mins. Rel. Nov. 18. v. Nov. 22. 


Foreign Language Films 


Mote: Because of the slow movement of foreign films, this Hst covers one 
year of releases.) 


(Most of these available with English titles.) 

A Nous la Liberte. (Auten) (French), Comedy drama. Henrf Marchand, 
Raymond Cordy. Dir. Rene Clair. 93 mins. Rel. May. 

Barberina, die Taenzerin von Sansoucl. (Capital) (German). Rococco musical 
comedy. Lil Dagover, Otto Gebuehr. Dir. Carl lich. 83 mins. 
Rel. Nov. 20. 

Brand in der Oper. (Capital) (German). 
Dir. Carl Froelich. Rel, July 19. 

Broken Vow, The. (Capital) (Polish). From a novel. Krystyna Ankwiez, 
M. Cybulski. Time, 89 mins, Rel. Aug. 26. 

Goiffeur Pour Dames (Paramount) (French). Musical farce. Fernand Gravey. 
80 mins. Rel. July 1. Rev. Nov. 8 

Das Eke! (German) (Protex). Comedy. Max Adalbert. Dir. Frans Wenzler. 
75 mins, Rel. Feb. 1. Rev. Feb. 16. 

Das Schoene Abenteuer (German) (Protex). 
von Nagy. Dir. Reinhold Schuntel. 83 mins. 

David Golder (French) (Protex). Drama. Harry Baur. 
90 mins, Rel, Oct. 1. Rev. Oct. 26. 

Der Ball (German) (Protex). Domestic comedy. Dolly Haas. Dir. Wiihelm 
Thiele. 83 mins. Rel. Oct. 9. 

Der Falsche Ehemann (German) (Protex). Faree. Dir. Johannes Guter. 


Musical drama. Gustay Froelich. 


Romantic comedy. Kaethe 
Rel. Dec. 1. Rev. Dec. 13. 


Dir. Julien Duvivier. 


85 mins. Rel. Oct. 1. Rev. Oct. 23. 

Der Falsche Feldmarschal. (Capital) (German). Military musieal, Vlasta 
Burian. Dir, Carl Lamac. Time, 81 mins. Rel. July 12. 

Der Herr Burovorsteher. (Capital) (Ger). Felix Bressart, Herman Thimig. 
Dir. Hans Behrendt. Time, 86 mins. Rel. June 10. 

Der Kleine Seitensprung (German) (Protex). Comedy. Renate Mueller. Dir. 
Reinhold Schuenzel. 85 mins. Rel, Feb. 1. Rev. Jan. 6 


Die Blumenfrau von Lindenau (German) (Protex). Comedy. Renate Muel- 

ler, Hansi Niese. Dir. Georg Jacoby. 70 mins. Rel. July 1. Rev. July 12. 

Die Csikos Baroness. (Capital) (Ger. Hung). Musical comedy. Gretl Theimer, 
Paul Vincenti. Dir. Ernst Verebes. ‘ime, 82 mins. Rel. April 1 


Dte Lustigen Weiber von Wien. ‘Capital) (Ger). Willy Forst, Irene Elsinger. 


Dir. Geza von Bolvary. Time, 97 n.‘ns. Rel. July 1. 

Dienst Is Dienst. (New Era) (Ger). Musical. Ralph Roberts, Lucte Eng- 
lische. Dir. Carl Bosse. Time, 84 mins. Rel. June 8. 

Die vom Rummelipiatz. (Capital) (Ger). Anny Ondra, Siegfried Arno. Dir. 
Karl Lamac, 9 reels. Rel. Feb. 10. 

E¥e Prinz Verliebt Sich. (Capital) (Ger). Musical. Geo. Alexander, Lien 


Time, 7% mins. Rel. May. 
Rosita Moreno, Ricardo 


Deyers, Trude Berliner. Dir. Conrad Wiene. 

St Hombre Que Asesino (Paramount) (Spanish). 
Puga. 70 mins. Rel, April 15, 

@im Waltzer von Strauss. <‘Capital) (Ger). “Musical. Gustav Froelich. Dir. 
Conrad Weins. Time, 89 mins. Rel. March 10 

Gftta Entdeckt Ihr Herz. (Capital) (Ger). Comedy. Gitta Alpar, Gustav 
Froelich. Dir. Carl Froelich, Time, 90 mins. Rel. Oct. 4. 

Merrah, Ein Junge. (Capital) (Ger). Farce. Max Adalbert, Ida Wuest, Lucie 
Englische. Dir. Geo. Jacoby. Time, 91 mins. Rel. June 24. 

Kamaradschaft. (Asso. Cinema) (Ger). Sensational drama. Alex Grarnach, 
Ernst Busch, Dir. G. W. Pabst. Time, 78 mins. Rel. Nov. 8 

Koenigin von Preussen. See ‘Luise’. 

La Chance (Paramount) (French). Drama of a gambler’s life. Marie Bell, 
Francoise Rosay. 78 mins. Rel. Feb. 1. Rev. May 31. 

ka Couturiere de Luneville (Paramount) (French). Musical of a woman’s love 
and revenge. Madeleine Renaud, Pierre Blanchar. 90 mins. Ret July 
1 Rev. Oct. 22. 

Le Bal (French) (Protex). Domestic comedy. Die. Witheim Thiele. 83 mins. 
Rel. Oct. 1. tev. Oct. 4. 

Rhegion of the Street. (Capita) (Polish). Life of the newsboys. Time, 89 
mins. Rel. Aug. 26. 





ONLY NOTARIUS LEFT 


Of Once Big Publix Fiim Buying 
Dept.—Barham Leaving Netter 








Lous H. Notarius is the only ma- 
jor film buyer left with Publix’s 
once tremendous department on 
buying-buying. He buys for the de- 
luxe houses all the way across the 
country and for the Colorado-Utah 
division. 

Tracy Barham, once buying for 
the biggest division in the Publix 
chain, entire midwest and north- 
west, and at the home office under a 
recent switch as assistant to Leon 
Netter, g. m. of film buying, resigns 
this week to become a Publix part- 
ner over four houses in Minnesota. 

Recently Barham is said to have 
turned down a southern booking 
post with one of the Publix part- 
ners. 


DOUBLES AGAIN 
IN DETROIT 


Detroit, Dec. 24. 
After the nabe houses had 
cleaned up the double billing situa- 
tion it was all thrown open again 
by the double billing at the RKO 








Downtown, a first run. House had 
‘Goona Goona’ and ‘False Faces,’ 
advertising double feature, this 


week, 

Only about 10 houses were double 
featuring after H. M. Richey called 
all factions into a conference in an 
attempt to eliminate it. Those 10 
were mostly of the shooting gal- 
lery type. With the announced 
double billing of the Downtown 
about 40 houses started again. 





More Hurt in Texas 


Dallas, Dec. 24. 
Two more added to injured list in 
Texas labor troubles with recent 
bombing of Palace at Lubbock. 
Stand, one of hot spots in cur- 
rent labor squabbles, bombed sev- 
eral times within past year. 





Producing F&M Units in 5 New Cities 
Aiming for Indies and Small Towns 





Big Drive’s’ Engineers 





Chicago, Dec. 24. 

‘The Big Drive’ war picture con- 
trolled by Albert Rule of Battle 
Creek, Michigan, will be handled 
on a divisional split-up of the coun- 
try by Ben Serkowich, Madeliene 
Woods and Carlos Moore. Picture 
is current at McVickers here. 

Serkowich headquartering in New 


York will handle that state, New 
England, Canada, Pennsylvania, 
Maryland, Delaware, New Jersey, 


Wisconsin, Minnesota and the Da- 
kotas. 

Madeleine Woods from Chicago 
will handle all the far west. Carlos 
Moore from Cincinnati has the 
Ohio-Kentucky-West Virginia sec- 
tor, 


Balto Hipp to Day and 
Date Radio Pix With 
N. Y. Roxy for Air Plug 


Baltimore, Dec. 24. 

What looks like the start of a 
national idea will be started here 
next week by I. Rappaport, indie 
owner of the vaudfilm Hip which 
plays Radio product. Rappaport 
will spot all Radio flickers day and 
date with the new RKC Roxy in 
New York to get full advantage of 
the radio plugging over NBC for the 
Roxy product. Starts coming week 
with ‘Animal Kingdom’. 

Even if not carried over the NBC 
chain, the localities will get those 
plugs since this town tunes in on 
New York stations as easily as they 
do Baltimore transmitters. 

With Roxy pictures opening one 
day earlier than the Hipp flickers, 
it looks like a natural for free plugs 
for the kind that counts. May start 
all Radio first run spots insisting 
on Roxy day-and-datirg, 








Le Rol Des Resquilleurs (French) (Protex). 
Rel. June 1. 


Georges Colombier. 90 mins. 
Liebe Ist Liebe (German) (Protex). Mu 
Albers. Dir. Paul Martin. 80 min 
Ljubav f Strast. (Yugoslav) (Croat). 
Rakel Davidovic. 
Lulse, Koenigin von Preussen. 
Porten, Dir. Carl Froelich. 
Man Brauch Kein Geld. 
Henkels. Dir. Karl Boese, 
Meine Frau dle 
Nagy. Dir. Kurt Gerron. 
Mein Leopold. (Capital) (Ger). 


Dir. Franka Melforda. 


(Asso. 
Time, 92 mins. 


(Capital) (Ger). 
Rel. Nov. 10. 


Hochstaplerin (German) 


Musical, 
Dir. Hans Syeinoff. Time, 96 mins. 


Mensch Ohne Namen (German) (Protex). 


Comedy with music. Milton. Dir. 

Rev. June 14, 

sical comedy. Kaethe von Nagy, Hans 

s. Rel. June l. Rev. June 7. 

Drama of life among N. Y. imigrants. 

Time, 1 hour. Rel. Dec. 15, 
(Ger). Historical. Henry 

Rel. Oct. 4. 


Musical farce. 


Cinema) 


Kurt Gerren, Paul 


(Protex). Comedy. Kaethe von 
90 mins. Rel. Feb. 1. Rev. Feb. 9. 
Gustav Froelich, Max Adalthbert. 


Rel. April 1 
Poignant drama. Werner Krauss. 


Dir. Gustav Ueicky. 95 mins. Rel. Nov. 1. Rev. Nov. 15 
Miche (Paramount) (French). Musical comedy. Suzy Vernon, Robert Burnier, 
Dranem. 80 mins. Rel. July 1. Rev. Dec. 6. 
Mistigri (Paramount) (French). Musical. Madeleine Renaud, Noel-Noel. 


80 mins. Rel. Feb. 1. 


1914. (Capital) (Ger.) Prelude to the world war. Dir. Rich. Oswald. 
Spy ae t= Lil Dagover, Theo. Loos. Dir. 
. Aug. 


73 mins. Rel. Sept. 1. 
Oberst Redi. (Capital) (Ger). 
Karl Anton. Time, 79 mins. 


Purpur und Waschblau. (Capital) 
Else Elster. Dir. Max Neufield. 


Rel 


Cuando te Suicldas (Paramount) (Spanish). 


Rel. March 16. 


Quand te Tues 
Noel, Robert Brunier. 


Reserve Hat Ruh. (New Era) (Ger). 
Englische, 


Rhapsody of Love. 
Petersen, Mosjukine. 


Richthofen, Red Ace of Germany. 
Robt. Slezich. Time, 80 mins. 


Ronny (German( (Protex). 
Emerich Kalman. 85 mins, 


Resonmentag (German) (Protex). 
hoff. 5 mins. Rel. April 1. 


Schubert’s Fruehlingstraum. (Capital) 


(Capital) (Polish). 


Rel. 
Dra 


Gretl Theimer, Carl Joeken, Siegfried Arno, Lucie Fnglische. 


(Ger). 


Tu (Paramount) (French). 
80 mins. Rel. March 16. 


Time, 89 mins. 


(Gould) 
Rel. Aug. 20. 


Operetta. Kaethe von Nagy, Willy Fritsch. Dir. 


Time, 


30. 


Dramatic comedy. Hansi Niese, 
Rel. July 30. 


Argentina. 90 mina. 


Time, 85 mins. 
Musical. 
Farce comedy. Drean, Noel- 


Military farce. Frits Kampers, Lucie 


Time, 94 mins. Rel. Aug. 11. 


Hardships of an art career. Agnes 
Rel. Aug. 25. 


(Ger). Self explanatory. Dir. 
(74 mins.). 


April 1. 
ma. Lien Deyers. 


Rev. April 19. 


Dir. Hans Stein- 


Rev. April 1. 


(Ger). of Schubert's life. 


Dir. Rich. 


Musical 


Oswald. Time, 71 mins. Rel. June 28. 
Sein Scheldungsgrund (German) (Protex). Comedy drama. Lien Deyers. 
Dir. Alfred Zeisler. 80 mins. Rel. March 1. Rev. March 8. 


Storm Over Zakopane, The. (Capital) (Polish). (Synchronized.) Danger in 
the mountains. Time, 89 mins. Rel. Aug. 26. 

Taenzerin von Sansouci. See ‘Barberina’. 

Tajemstvi Lekarovo (Paramount) (Czech.). Rel. Jan. 15. 

Tempest (German) (Protex). Drama. Emil Jannings, Anna Sten, Dir. Rob- 


ert Siedmak. 90 mins, Rel. Marc 


Tingle Tangle. (New Era) (Ger). 
Elizabeth Pinajeff. 

Trapeze (German) (Protex). 
80 mins. Rel. May 1. Rev. May 

Unknown Heroes. (Capital) (Polish). 
Adam Brodzicz. Time, 89 mins. 

Voice of the Desert, The. (Capital) ( 
locales. 

Weekend in Paradise. 
stein, Elsie Elster, 
Rel. Nov. 1. 

Yorck (German) (Protex). 
Dir. Gustav Ucicky. 


(Capital) (Ger). 


90 mins. Rel 


Comedy. 
Dir. Japp Speyer. 
Circus drama. Anna Sten. 


Adam Brodzicz, Mary Bogda. 
Trude Berline 


Historical drama. 


Rev. March 22. 


Ernest Verebes, Fritz Kampers, 
Time, 93 mins. Rel. May 15. 


Dir. A. FE. Dupont. 


hl. 


10. 

Polish police activity. Mary Bogda, 
Rel. Aug. 25. 

Polish). Algerian story in authentic 


Time, 89 mins. Rel. Aug. 25 


Otto Walliburg, Julius Falken- 
Robt. Land. Time, 81 mins. 


Farce. 
Se Dat. 


Werner Krauss, Rudolf Forster. 


. Nov. 1. Rev. Nov. 27. 


| 
Lilian Harvey. | 


} 


" 


Fanchon & Marco's booking and 
production system is to become lo- 
calized under new plans which have 
been set in motion by Mike Marco. 
They call for his outfit to open five 
additional branch offices in the 
east, middle west and the south, 
from which point F. & M. proposes 
not only to build new units, but de- 
velop talent and book directly for 
indies and the smaller circuits in 
those parts. Idea behind the move 
is to build up the indie time on the 
F. & M. book. 

The new offices will be located in 
Boston, Buffalo, Chicago, New Or- 
leans and St. Louis. These are ad- 
ditional to the F. & M. offices in 
Los Angeles and New York. 

Altogether, the plan smacks like 
a decentralization move not unlike 
that which is being employed for 
the unscrambling of the higher the- 
atre chains. On another angle it’s 
an outgrowth of that plan, as under 
the new scheme Marco proposed to 
serve the presently detachable parts 
of the large circuits direct and in 
home territory. 


Local Selections 


Each of the new offices will be 
headed by a production and booking 
executive to be selected with the 
approval of the local customers. By 
localizing production this way it is 
Marco’s intention to be able to pro- 
vide units for the indie field and 
the smaller circuits at a very nomi- 
nal price. 

First of the spots to be supplied 
with the new system is Buffalo, 
where F. & M. will shoot a special 
and permanent production and 
booking head to work with the Shea 
and McFail circuit. Latter is buy- 
ing the F. & M. shows for the Cen- 
tury theatre in that spot. 

Units will be built under the new 
F. & M. scheme and be fitted to 
route out by Marco as low as $1,600 
weekly for the small time outfits 
in the south and elsewhere. 

“M. D. Howe, general booking 
manager of F. & M., who has been 
in the east recently, is now on his 
way west going over the territory 
and picking the spots for the new 
branch offices. He is expected to 
return to New York cround the 
first week in January with Marco, 
himself. 


Blumberg Expects to 
Finish Chicago Job 
Feb. 1; Cut $50,000 


Chicago, Dec. 24. 

Nate Blumberg, divisional direc- 
tor for RKO, expects to have 
cleaned up his work in this terri- 
tory by Feb. 1 and to thereafter 
remain {in the home office. He so 
informed Harold B. Franklin when 
the latter passed through, bound 
west. 

Approximately $50,000 a week has 
been eliminated from the division's 
operating overhead, 


ANOTHER UNMFORMITY 
MEETING COMING 


Another session of exhibitor aa€ 
distributor representatives is sched- 
uled to be held before the indus- 
try’s platform of uniformity can 
be declared complete. The session 
has to do with the National Ap- 
peals Board. 

Distributors hold that its strict 
impartiality in deciding all cases is 
the key to the entire platform, espe- 
cially when it comes to practical 














workability of the arbitration 
clauses, 
While all are in accord on the 


principles guiding the board there 





are some details which have not 
yet been made clear. It is pointed 
|out there is no provision in the 
present set-up as to the class of 
men who would function as arbiters 
|in the case of a dispute between an 
| indie producer and a circuit house, 

In the same way, it is held, the 
board must define the type of ar- 
| biters it would have in the event 
|}an indie producer and an indie ex- 


/ 


Zwei Herzen und Ein Schlag (German) (Protex). Operetta. 
Dir. Wilhelm Thiele. 90 mins. Rel. Sept. 1. Rev. Sept. 13. 
Zwel Kravaten. (Capital) (Ger). Operatic musical. Michael Bohnen, Olga 
Tschechowa, Ralph A. Roberts. Dir. Felix Beach. Rel. Jan. 19. 
Zwei Menschen. (Capital) (Ger). Powerful drama. Charlotte Susa, Gustav | 
Froelich. Dir. Erich Waschneck. Time, 90 mins. Rel. Jan. 1. 
Key to address—Amkino, 723 Seventh Ave. 
Harold Auten, 1560 Broadway. 
Protex Trading, 42 E. 58th St. 
Capital Film Exchange, 6239 Ninth Ave. 


Associated Cinema, 
Symon Gould, 261 


154 W. 55th St. 


W. 89th St. 


\" 


New Era, 630 Nimth Ave. 


i hib are disputants, 


Wrong kind of 
react to the detri- 
house, it B& 


lecision might 
a circuit 
ed, 
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Reported Maude Adams may re- | 


turn to the B’way stage next sea- 
son in a play by Philip Barry. 
Frohman office says it’s only in the 
chatter stage. 





Antonio Scotti, Met baritone, 
makes his final stage appearance 
Jan. 20. He's 66 and feels he’s had 
enough. 





Mother of Doris Vinton, show 
girl, burned to death in N. Y. Mon- 
day (19). Apparently fell asleep 
while smoking a cigaret and the bed 
caught fire. 





Mary Nolan out in $1,500 bail on 
a bad check charge from Hotel 
Radisson, Minneapolis. 





Samples of beer from N. Y. speaks 
runs from 4.23 to 4.81. 





Claire Ray in the N. Y. Supreme 
court to try and get $100,000 from 
Morris Rosensweig, of H. E. R. stu- 
dios. Says he hired her at $300 a 
week, paying her $2,000 bonus for 
contract. Gave her salary for three 
weeks and then developed amnesia. 
Damages in excess of contract 
claimed for loss of opportunity. 
Rosensweig says it’s all wrong. He 
explains his studio does not produce 
on its own, so has no use for ac- 
tresses. 





Anne Caldwell, actress, who col- 
lected $50,000 on a breach of promise 
case about five years ago, and re- 
cently announced she was flat, ush- 
ering in a B’way.theatre. Ap- 
parently press gag. 





Roberta Law has dropped her 
breach of promise suit against 
James Irving Bush. Asking $19,800. 
Based on a promise of $200 a month 
for two years. 





Elmer Rice decides on Jan. 21 as 
the production date of ‘We, the 
Peopke,’ but hasn't picked the the- 
atre. 





Baroness Clara de Bulow-Gorrow, 
in a Shubert chorus as Marja 
Talune, asks Supreme court in N, Y. 
for preference in her breach of 
promise suit against Maurice Man- 
asse for $300,000 on grounds of ex- 
treme need. She’s an Indiana girl 
and married her title, Baron von 
Bulow, who died shortly afterward. 
She asserts Manasse, broker, who 
recently married a society girl, in- 
duced her to live with him on 
promise of marriage, and declares 
tet te daughter is his 
c ‘ 


Finding itself the only show to 
shut this week, ‘Flying Colors’ 
blamed it on Tamara Geva’s knee. 


Mrs. Marion Hulsey, actress, 
questioned by police on an auto ac- 
cident in which her car was in- 
volved and a man killed, Her car 
skidded into a truck which had just 
rammed another car. She contends 
that the first collision was the fatal 
one. 











Supreme Court refused to order 
reinstatement of Sam Kaplan 1 
Local No. 306. Suspension was ‘at 
least a lawful exercise of the right 
of suspension.’ It paves the way for 
a new Official head of the booth 
operators’ union. 





Jersey railroad taking ballots on 
question of reserving only one car 
for non-smokers instead of one or 
two cars for smokers. Women 
crowding into the. smokers at pres- 
ent. Voting for more smoke cars. 





Bank of U. S. paying another 10% 
during holidays. So far 55% re- 
turned to depositors out of closed 
bank, 





Ethel Barrymore’s flu turned out 
to be pneumonia. Had been danger- 
ously ill. Now past crisis. 





Press gag worked when Harry 
Bannister announced Ursula Jeane 
in ‘Late One Evening.’ Everyone 
else said ‘Jeans,’ but Bannister of- 
fice held out a few days for the 
other form and then gave in. Mean- 
time it got a lot of publicity. 


Col. John S. Hammond out as 
vice-prez of Mad. Sq. garden. Also 
as topper of Rangers, hockey team. 
Tex Rickard appointee. In a jam 
with Wm. J. Carey, and latter won. 








Robert E. Burns, being held for 
extradition to Georgia by the New- 
ark police, turned loose by Gov. 
Moore, of New Jersey. Latter 
thinks the chain gang too tough, 
even for a convict. Publicity angle 
of entire Burns affair quite appar- 
ent and quite commercial. 





Harry Laderhandler, 19-year-old 
Bronx youth, found guilty in York- 
ville court of sending four threaten- 
ing letters to David Sarnoff. Re- 
manded until Jan. 3 for sentence. 
Meanwhile to Bellevue for observa- 
tion as to sanity. 





Jury gave Freddy Rich a divorce 
Thursday (22). Figured that Jack 
de Ruyter was a little too close to 

gy Rich to be platonic. In his 
charge the judge scolded private de- 
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tectives, calling them human pole- 
eats. Mrs. Rich says she'll marry 
de Ruyter. 





Fire in Coney Island Thursday 
(22) does about $175,000 damage. 





Coburn files in bank- 


Charles D. 
No assets. 


ruptcy. Owes $35,984. 





‘As Thousands Cheer,’ the tag on 
that Berlin-Hart musical Sam Har- 
ris will do. Will not be put on until 
May, for summer run. 





‘Criminal at Large’ passes to the 
management of A. L. Jones. 





Mona Fitzgerald MacRobert, di- 
vorced wife of a Park avenue nerve 
specialist, in court for back alimony 
of $50 a week. Doc says the former 
showgirl owns an 11-room house in 
Larchmont and has an income from 
her father’s estate. As for himself, 
the rich cannot afford to have ner- 
vous prostration. It costs too much 
these days. He's broke, doc says. 





Sol Seddon held hands with the 
woman next him at Loew’s Metro- 
politan, Brooklyn, Tuesday (20). A 
policewoman! $10. 


Joseph ©. Smith was knocked 
down by a truck at Madison ave. 
and 34th st. Thursday morning (22). 
He was removed to Bellevue where 
he died a few hours later. He was 
one of the original Apache dancers 
in a Ziegfeld show, but more recent- 
ly a producer. He was planning 
with George W. Lederer to make a 
revival of ‘Mme. Sherry.’ 








Court ordered the old Roxy to 
abandon the use of the name, though 
it provides for a continuance pend- 
ing an immediate appeal. It can- 
not restrain the use of Roxy The- 
atres Corp. since that is registered 
as a trade mark and an inalienable 
property of the corporation. 





Arthur Albro, who says he used 
to sing with the Chicago opera, tried 
jiu jitsu on two visitors to his 
photographic studio in N. Y. Thurs- 
day (22). Routed them and their 
two women companions. Men got 
away, but without tr coin. 





Jane Thurston, daughter of the 
magician, gets a divorce. Decree 
signed Dec. 22 splitting her from 
Harry Harris, Pittsburgh theatre 
manager and son of the late State 
Senator John A. Harris, 





Dry agents visited the Paramount 
Grill Thursday and collected four 
bottles and 14 men, 





Gilda Gray in Worcester, Mass., 
with the flu and unable to go home 
for the holidays. Out of danger. 





Federal judge issues temporary 
injunction against Samuel Cum- 
mings forbidding the use of 1,400 
feet of ‘Jungle Killer’ to which F. B. 
Patterson lays claim. Reserved de- 
cision in the application of Carveth 
Wells to enjoin use of his name. He 
wrote and delivered the lecture. 





Marilyn Miller and Don Alvarado 
back from their unexpected trip to 
Europe. Alvarado on the ship reg- 
ister as Jos. Pape, which is his real 
handle. Not married but both re- 
peat they may hitch. 





Annette Davis, former show girl, 
wins $70 a week alimony from John 
H. Paton, from whom she was sepa- 
rated last March. Paton, honey 
products manufacturer, appeals on 
the grounds that the allowance is 
excessive. 





Betty Compton there with the 
snappy comeback. Tells newsmen 
in France that when it comes to 
slander, Samuel sseebury follows the 
marine law of women and children 
first. Sore at introduction of her 
name in the investigation’s report. 





Four members of projectionists’ 
union 306 ask for a receiver for the 
local. Court reserves decision. 





No performance of ‘Autumn Cro- 
cus’ Thursday (22) because of the 
illness of Francis Lederer. Flu. 





Theatre Union is the latest group 
of players. i4rst production will be 
based on the bonus army, 





Flu shooting the grand opera 


schedules. 





Mrs. Helen Bennett fails to ob- 
tain a divorce from her actor hus- 
band, John A, Bennett. Witnesses 
failed to identify a photo of the 
actor, 





Rita Flynn, film actress, drops 
her breech suit against David Cap- 
lin, N. Y. broker. She claimed he 





induced her to come to New York 


a 
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News From the Dailies 


This department contains rewritten theatrical news items as published during the week in the 
daily papers of New York, Chicago, San Francisco, Hollywood and London. Variety takes no 
credit for these news items; each has been rewritten from a daily paper. 





and then refused to marry her. He 
admitted the facts but claimed he 
learned there had been other men 
in her life. 





N. Y. tax commission obtained a 
judgment of $438 against Elsie 
Janis in White Plains. Tax lies 
against her income. 





Tallulah Bankhead selects ‘For- 
saking All Others’ as her stage 
vehicle. Play by Edw. W. Roberts 
and Frank M. Cavett. 





Jack 8S. Morris, who married 
Jean Coventry when Faith Bacon 
passed him up, looking for a di- 
vorce from the show girl. 


Coast 


Belle Bennett, once considered 
wealthy, left an estate of less than 
$5,000. Goes to Fred C, Windermere, 
surviving husband. 











Marian Nixon and her husband, 
Edward Hillman, Jr., have adopted 
a 10 weeks’ old baby boy, which is 
now at their Beverly Hills, Calif., 
home, 





In 135 bonded wineries in Cali- 
fornia there are 16,000,000 gallons 
of dry and sweet wines stored, ac- 
cording to the Hollywood National 
bank, 





Alice Miller Fox has filed suit in 
Reno for divorce from Aaron Fox, 
brother of William. 





Ruth Mitchell, widow of the late 
Al Wilson, injured when her auto 
crashed into a parked car near her 
home in Los Angeles, 





Charging that her husband, Har- 
old Austin, cameraman, would fly 
into violent rages, his wife, Billy 
Austin, actress, has filed suit for 
divorce here. 





Los Angeles deputy sheriffs are 
searching for the author of letters 
written to Bebe Daniels, the writer 
demanding she recognize him as her 
husband. Officers said the writer 
was Albert Holland, who escaped 
from an insane asylum and had 
previously sent Miss Daniels let- 
ters. 





Southern California Kennel Club, 
dog race track, ended season sud- 
denly when investigators from the 
district attorney’s office appeared at 
the track, 





Calvin M. Lyons, L. A., has re- 
quested a permit for erection of a 
$30,000 grandstand at El Monte, 
Calif., for a dog-racing track to be 
sponsored by Gold Coast Kennel 
club. 





Death of Albert Gran, actor, from 
auto injuries was accidental, accord- 
ing to L. A. Coroner’s jury. It ab- 
solved Harry Carter from blame, 





Federal Judge George Cosgrave 
has deferred sentencing of Duncan 
Renaldo on charge of being illegally 
in the U. S. until Jan. 9. At that 
time the actor’s attorney, William 
T. Kendrick, Jr., will argue for a 
new trial, 





Detective-Lieutenant Paul T. Lee 
died from gun-shot wounds received 
in the L. A. apartment of Joyce 
Whitney, former chorine. Police 
charge that Andrew Holdman, ex- 
convict, did the shooting. 





A burglar who entered the home 
of Milton Cohen, cameraman, robbed 
him of clothing and jewelry valued 
at $500. 





George I{cManus, cartoonist, was 
induced by John Craig Hammond to 
invest $3,400 in a plan to organize a 
Jiggs and Maggie corned-beef-and- 
cabbage company in Chicago, and 
later $15,000 in a Torrence oil com- 
pany. This was disclosed when Dis- 
trict Attorney Buron Fitts of L. A. 
wired New York authorities for aid 
in arresting Hammond. 


Mid-West 


Chicago police flopped in attempt- 
ing a solution to the kidnapping and 
killing of Edwin Schidhauer, 28, 
bandmaster. They put it down as 
another unsolved crime. 











Francis Ronan scheduled to ap- 
pear in an amateur production of 
‘The Swan,’ got scarlet fever inop- 
portunelyv. Show was postponed 
until January. Meanwhile the other 





members of the cast from Highland 
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Park, IIl., were watching themselves 
for symptoms. 





Tracy Drake, erstwhile showman, 
asked Federal Judge Wilkerson’'s 
advice in the case of the Blackstone 
Hotel, in receivership since July 7. 





Edmund Vance Cooke, 66, Cleve- 
land’s hatless poet, died suddenly of 
acute indigestion. 


The Next 3 Years 


(Continued from page 10) 
business is in the danger zone, it 
is claimed. 

For 33-34 there will doubtless be 
fewer features from the major com- 
panies than in any other year. It 
is estimated unofficially, but by per- 
sons close to production plans, that 
the new year will not realize over 
a total of 300 features from the big- 
gest studios. For Hollywood, one 
measure already being generally 
effected, it is reported, that execu- 
tives, as a whole, will receive no 
more raises in their present capa- 
cities. In this respect junior execu- 
tives will have their biggest oppor- 
tunity. 

14-Day Shooting Plan 

Warners’ 14-day shooting plan is 
being carefully watched but no oth- 
er companies are yet following suit. 
Organization leaders are aware of 
pitfalls in such a procedure which, 
they say, may make it more costly 
than the regular shooting time on 
a feature which averages 28 days. 

Apprehension here is that what 
money is saved in shooting time 
will be expended in extra prepara- 
tion, and overtime at nights to be 
on schedule. Not the least is the 
fear that quality may be impaired 
and that before the picture is set 
for release re-takes may be impera- 
tive which would eclipse the orig- 
inal budget. 

On the subject of re-takes the 
industry watchers have found that 
during 1932, admittedly the worst 
year in the industry’s depression, 
more film has been re-shot than in 
any year since the entrance of 
sound. It is estimated conservative- 
ly that one out of every five fea- 
tures released by the majors has 
had one or more of its sequences 
altered. 

Also characteristic of the past 
year is another fact. This is that 
more directors are figured to have 
have been bandied about from unfin- 
ished picture to unfinished picture 
than any other year. This is held 
up as a decidely bad practice, 
not only becaue it is demoralizing 
in many cases to the shifted direc- 
tor but that the new man often fails 
to grasp the flavor of the original 
work and his addition stands out 
like a patch quilt. 

Key City Houses 

Sufficient study has been made 
of the economic program to con- 
vince overseers to declare that de- 
centralization will never reach the 
point whereby major companies will 
be without key city house outlets 
for their pictures, Today, it is esti- 
mated, fully 60 key houses are still 
using stage shows and the feeling 
is that there will have to be con- 
tinued in one form or another to re- 
tain prestige with the public. For 
that matter, it is stated by men 
familiar with the national situation, 
it is doubtful whether a deluxer 
could live with a straight picture 
bill of fare. 

Consolidation of distribution looks 
likely to receive some active atten- 
tion during ’33, although the belief 
is that the only out and out work- 
able policy is to eliminate six ex- 
changes, So far, however, there is 
nothing definite on the horizon in 
this connection. 

Gross Off 40% 

Not during the past year, as is the 
popular conception, but for the past 
two years, the industry’s gross has 
declined not over 40%. Here, also, 
factors in the business take the 
stand that filmdom should not allow 
itself to become disheartened and be 
panicky. Telephone, steel, agricul- 
ture and the railroads have taken 
far worse beatings, it is observed. 

Evolutions in national trends dur- 
ing the next three years are being 
counted upon to give grosses a na- 
tural tilt. Legalization of beer is 
figured certain to keep more people 
away from home and the radio. 

Industry’s general adoption of the 
five-day week is looked forward to 
equalizing incomes and makirg it 
possible for moze people to buy 
tickets. 








Hot-Cold Censers 


(Continued from page 7) 


thority over film tn Providence. No 
picture can be shown unless passed 
by the Ntl. Bd. of Review. 

Lowell permits its mayor to name 
the censor. He works without 2 
salary, but has complete authority, 

More Women 

In Evanston, IIL, an exhibitor 
obliges a woman censor by project. 
ing all pictures in his theatre. She 
has entire say on eliminations, 
Highland, Ml., also has a woman 
who can reject pictures in their en. 
tirety as well as cut at will. 

A board of six men in La Grange, 
Ill, decides whether or not pice 
tures should be shown, judging by 
the reviews they have read. 

Oak Park, IIL, has one village 
trustee as chairman and a woman, 
They view all pictures before they 
are shown and have complete pow- 
ers of rejection. Here, when a pice 
ture is not considered suitable for 
children the picture is ordered to be 
shown early in the week when the 
youngsters are not likely to ate 
tend. 

In Wilmette, IIL, an ordinance 
provides that the president of the 
village trustees and his board offi-e 
ciate, but the Child Welfare Dept, 
of Women’s Clubs does the actuakh 
work. Thes2 club members go over 
bookings and request that pictureg 
unsuitable for kids not be shown 
over weekends. 

In Dallas, Houston, San Antonio 
and Waco city ordinances provide 
for a censor in each city, but lately 
no appropriations have been made 
to support these censors and film 
cutting is admittedly lax. 

Greeley, Colo., has repealed its 
censor ordinance relegating full 
cutting powers to its police chief. 

Los Angeles permits its mayor to 
appoint a censor who is known ag 
the Commissioner of Films. [It 
charges 25 cents for every reel of 
film exhibited and the exhibitor 
must show each reel to the com- 
missioner before projecting them in 
his theatre. 

In Pasadena a woman censor dee 
mands that pictures be previewed 
at her convenience. Recently she 
banned ‘Life Begins’ a day before 
it was scheduled to open and after 
the picture had been carefully 
exploited. 





Ministers 


In Bakersfield and Inglewood, 
Cal., parent teachers associations 
have the last word, while in Glen- 
dale the city council appoints the 
board. Members attend previews 
but seldom, it is reported. Pomona, 
Cal., lays most of its censor trou- 
bles to an aggressive pastor, whild 
a religious fanatic is reported agi- 
tating the censorship issue in Santa 
Ana, Fullerton and Anaheim, Cal. 

Milwaukee has what is called a 
Motion Picture Commission. It 
operates as an advisory body to the 
mayor and is appointed by him. 

In Lambertsville and Bloomfield, 
N. J., the mayors are active cene- 
soriously. 

The mayor of Hastings, N. Y., ree 
serves the right to appoint a spe« 
cial board of three members to pass 
on all pictures proposed to be 
shown, while Newburgh, N. Y., has 
an ordinance which it has not ine 
voked since 1917. 

Mount Vernon, N. Y., has an ore 
dinance still in existence which 
calls for a censor board. Political 
control of the city changed about 
one year ago and the present offi- 
cials have not exercised the aué« 
thority given them under the ordi- 
nance. On one or two occasiong 
recently when complaints were 
made regarding the showing of & 
picture the mayor ignored the ordi- 
nance and appointed special com- 
mittees in each case. These re- 
ported directly to the Couneil. 

The Coppers 

San Francisco and San Jose, Cal 
have what is called an entertaine 
ment commission. This is named b¥ 
the city counciland acts only whem 
complaints are made. Laem 
Hoover’s village has a Commercia 
Amusements Board. 

Sacramento’s police chief and 
city manager, as well as persons 
designated by them, are permitted 
under an ordinance to censor im« 
moral plays and pictures. 

Seattle has a law providing fos 
a board of theatre supervisors, conr- 
posed of five persons. The present 
mayor upon taking office dismissed 
the old board and so far has made 
but one appointment. 

The fire marshal is the 
boss at Tacoma, Wash. 

In Washington, D. C., the neare- 
est to a censor board is the police 
department. It has the right to cut, 
eliminate and reject. Such powers, 
it is reported, have only been ine 


censor 





pvoked once in the past 12 years. 
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FIRST TIME ON THE 


AMERICAN SCREEN! 
A real bull-fight with savage Mivra bultel 
... and the great American Matador 


SIDNEY FRANKLIN 


Sensation of 35 countries! Performing the 
heart-stopping feats that madehim famous 
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“ AND ““WHOOPEE“ WERE ONLY CURTAIN-RAISERS TO" 


G BREATHLESS PANORAMA OF ENTERTAINMENT 


t 











t's here! Ready for you to play! The dashing Menicen 
bull-fighting romance with EDDIE as a pop-eyed 
matador! Funny? Screaming! But thrill with tha yelb 
Ing, frenzied thousands as men brave death in 
the bull-ring! Revel in the glittering gay fiesta, as 
700 beautiful dancers sway to one glorious song! 





with LYDA ROBERTI 


The Hotcha Blonde Comedienne 


SIDNEY FRANKLIN 


Famous American Matador 
AND THE GORGEOUS GOLDWYN GIRLS 


The 


SAMUEL GOLDWYN 
PRODUCTION 


ANTQOR 


KID FROM SPAING 
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JUST LOOK AT THESE LINES! 


e “Knockout! Funniest Cantor picture yet! Grandest screen 


performance the writer has ever seen!” 
—N. Y. Illustrated Daily News 





















e “One of the biggest causes for merriment ever offered in a 


talking picture...dazzles with its spectacular musical numbers.” 
—L. A. Times 


| © “One of the funniest, most exciting and most eye-filling 
- comedies yet offered on the screen.” 
. —Los Angeles Herald and Express, 








e “A triumph for all concerned.” —N. Y. American: 


“EDDIE CANTOR 
THE KID FROM SPAIN” 


e “Smash hit... the king of cinema musical comedy.” 
—Hollywood Citizen News 











e “It's about four editions of the ‘Ziegfeld Follies’ wrapped 
into one pretentious package.” © —Motion Picture Herald 





e “if they would all be like this, theatres would need rubber. 
walls.” —N. Y. Exhibitor 


e “IT SHOULD GRAB ALL THE MONEY LYING AROUND, SO 
STEP UP, MR. EXHIBITOR AND CUT YOURSELF A SLICE OF IT!” 
—Hollywood Reporter a 


UNITED ARTISTS PICTURE 
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NO ’33 DEPRESH FOR RADIO 
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CBS Employees Booked Own Benefit 
Shows; Network Says That's Out 








Personnel at CBS has been 
warned against doing any booking 
for benefits on their own. Official 
order applies all the way up and 
down the line and includes the pub- 
licity department. 

Communication, signed by Vice- 
president Larry Lowman, declared 
that the network had found that 
members in various departments 
had taken upon themselves to re- 
eruit artists for benefits in which 
they were directly or indirectly in- 
terested. Hereafter, the employees 
were advised, all such requests will 
have to be made and cleared through 
the CBS artists bureau. 

Ban was laid down after the 
artists’ bureau complained that the 
network’s ialent was being kept on 
a merry-go-round of gratis dates. 
with some of the events, it later «e- 
veloped, able to pay for the enter- 
tainment. One instance cited was 
that of the bureau’s club division 
turning down the price offered for 
one of its acts, only to learn the 
next day that the act in question 
played the same date for nothing. 
Booking had been arranged through 
some one on the studio’s production 
staff. Further investigation dis- 
closed that an agent on the outside 
had collected for the artist. 


ENO’S COAST DISKING 
FOR $250-$350 SAVING 


When the Eno Crime Club goes 
NBC Jan. 3, the studio broadcast 
will be limited to the network basic 
blue link, while the west coast sta- 
tions will be served by disks. On 
Columbia the program was given 
two studio productions the same 
night each week, one out of New 
York and the other out of the net- 
work’s Los Angeles studio. 

In its negotiations with NBC the 
agency rep for the advertiser pro- 
posed that the special chain broad- 
east on the Coast be eliminated 
from consideration and that it be 
given. permission to make waxings 
for distribution among stations on 
that end. NBC replied it would be 
amenable to the arrangement if the 
recording were assigned to RCA. 
Under no circumstances, it advised 
the commercial, would it allow any 
other recording company to cut in 
On one of its studio wires. 

Programs as broadcast Tuesday 
and Wednesday nights will, accord- 
ing to the arrangement now in ef- 
fect, be picked up from the NBC 
atudio wire in New York and piped 
into Victor’s laboratories in Cam- 
den, N. J., for release on the Coast 
stations the following week. 

Commercial figures that through 
the stencil method it can save be- 
tween $250 and $350 a program. 
Musicians in the NBC studios will 
have to be paid the full recording 
rate, but this extra tap will come to 
less than that paid the orchestra on 
the previous coast ‘live’ programs. 
Other savings taken into account is 
the cost of the Coast cast on the 
mystery drama, which would range 
around $250 a week on a two pro- 
gram a week basis. 


Weeks’ Hamp Build-Up 


Earl Burtnett’s band having 
broken up, Johnny Hamp succeeds 
him at the Hotel Mark Hopkins, San 
Francisco, opening tonight (Tues- 
day). 

Special radio stunt by NBC will 
be the addition of Coast stations 
to Anson Weeks’ broadcasts from 
the Hotel St. Regis, New York, to 
€nable Weeks’ plugging of Hamp’s 
advent. 

Weeks had long been a fixture at 
the Mark Hopkins before coming 
east, hence the NBC idea of utiliz- 
ing him as a radio builder-upper 
for Hamp, who is a Coast new- 
comer, 


Columbo’s Par Weeks 


into Paramount, 














Russ Columbo 
Brooklyn Jan. 6. 
to fokow. 


New York Par! 





JOLSON RENEWED 


13 More Weeks at Same $5,000— 
Whiteman Also Extended 








Al Jolson has been renewed for 
another 13 weeks by Chevrolet. 
Extension is effective with the Jan. 
13 broadcast, with Jolson’s salary 
at $5,000 net per program. 

Jolson’s original covenant with 
the auto maker was for eight weeks, 
with options for four-week periods. 
Commercial on renewing elected to 
make it a definite 13 weeks. 

Another General Motors renewal 
is Paul Whiteman, who will con- 
tinue to do the Buick ether stunt 
for 13 more weeks beyond Jan, 2. 
Salary continues at $3,500. 


ASCAP Faction. Wants 
Own P.A. to Combat 
Schuette Propaganda 


Question of setting up a pub- 
licity bureau to counteract the 
propaganda disseminated against 
the American Society by Oswald 
Schuette, ‘copyright spokesman’ for 
the National Association of Broad- 
casters, has split the ASCAP board 
of directors into two camps. One 
group, siding with E. C. Mills, has 
taken the attitude that since the 
society’s interests have been made 
secure by ironclad contracts with 
the stations the better policy would 
be to sit pat and ignore the Schu- 
ette blasts. 

Opposition on the board has at- 
tacked this advice as indicating a 
smug complacency that forbodes no 
good for the publishers and authors. 
Though the society, this faction 
contends, has the statutes and court 
decisions on its side, it is up to the 
music men to keep Schuette’s chan- 
nels of propaganda, the press, etc., 
apprised of ASCAP’s side of the ar- 
gument, 

Those favoring the establishment 
of a press bureau by the society 
would have its head and general 
operations come directly under the 
supervision of a committee ap- 
pointed from the ASCAP board of 
directors. Duties of the bureau’s 
director would be principally to 
keep abreast of the Schuette po- 
litical maneuvers in Washington 
and his releases to the press and 
when deemed expedient follow up a 
Schuette release with a counter 
statment from the society. 

Everything done to counteract 
the Schuette attacks, declare the 
proponents of the bureau idea, 
would be maintained on a dignified 
plane, with every precaution being 
taken to avoid the appearance of 
aggressiveness, 


Howards Dropped 


Standard Brands has elected not 
to pick up Willie and Eugene How- 
ard’s option. Team wound up for 
that account Friday (22) over NBC. 

Food packer had originally fig- 
ured on carrying the Howards over 
into the combined Chase & San- 
Sanborn Gelatine and Tea show, 
which starts on NBC Wednesday 
(4). 

In the trade the consensus of 
opinion during the Howards’ run 
was that the commercial had 
saddled them with the sort of ma- 
terial that didn’t give them a chance 
to click at their best. 

Replacing the Howards is Ken 
Murray, who will work with his 
own stooges and a name band, 

















WHITE-AMECHE’S COMM. 
Dec. 24, 

Phillips 66 Gasolene of Oklahoma 
has okayed a new radio program 
to headline Bob White and Don 
Ameche over WGN. White is also 
author. Deal made through Lam- 
bert & Feisley agency. 

Starts Jan. 2, 


Chicago, 





| Lottice Howell, 
j string trio and Phyltis Nickerson. 


NETWORKS START 
YEAR BULLIGHLY 


NBC-CBS Holding Over All 
Big Accounts from ’32—8 
New Ones for NBC in 
Jan.—Many Renewals on 
Both Chains — Prospects 
Bright 


STILL ‘GOOD OL’ DAYS’ 





Radio has yet to really feel the 
depression. It went through ’32 
with more success than any other 
business and enters ’33 with a 
bright outlook. These are still the 
‘good ol’ days’ as far as broadcast- 
ing knows. 

Neither NBC nor CBS will enter 
1933 with a big money commercial 
of the past year off the books. Pros- 
pects for the coming year, at least 
the first part of it, look pretty bright 
for NBC in particular and almost 
equally so for Columbia. 


NBC has a stack of new accounts 
set to start with the new year and 
practically all the top coin shows 
are set to stay through 1933. Co- 
lumbia has only one new bankroller 
tabbed for January to date, but on 
the other hand the renewal list 
shows the important commercial 
leaders are in the 1933 contract bag. 


If anything, the situation for the 
first half of 1933, at least as far as 
NBC is concerned, shapes up as 
much more sturdy for network 
broadcasting than it did this time a 
year ago. Fact that those adver- 
tisers who are already on the net- 
works are sticking along, with a 
number of them assuming more ex- 
tensive hookup obligations, suffices 
to give the outlook an air of high 
optimism, 

Neither chain is anticipating much 
of an increase, if any, in time 
billings for the months of January, 
February, March, April and May as 
compared to the takings for these 
months in 1932. In more conserva- 
tive chain quarters there prevails 
the opinion that if the networks 
keep from dropping more than 10% 
under the figures for the first five 
months of 1932, all concerned will 
feel gratified. 

NBC’s New 8 


NBC has eight new customers 
scheduled for debut during Janu- 
ary. List takes in Golden Blossom 
Honey (1); E. R. Squibbs (1); Eno 
Crime Club (3); Hinds Cream with 
D. W. Griffith’s Hollywood Revue 
(4); Oldsmobile with George Olsen, 
Ethel Shutta and Gus Van (7); 
Sealed Power Corp. (8); Woodbury 
Soap with Morton Downey, Donald 
Novis and Leon Belasco orchestra 
(4); Chase and Sanborn Tea (4), 
and Sloan’s Liniment with Warden 
Lewis E. Lewis of Sing Sing (?2). 

Among the NBC renewals for 1933 
are Reid & Murdock’s Monarch 
Mystery Four, Listerine’s ‘The 
Country Doctor,’ Sun Oil’s Lowell 
Thomas news comments, Chase & 
Sanborn Coffee, Fleischman Yeast, 
each of the last two for 52 weeks; 
Cocomalt’s Flying Family, Pepso- 
dent’s Amos ’n’ Andy (52), Lady 
Esther’s Wayne King program, 
Cities Service (52), General Foods’ 
Maxwell House Showboat and the 
Centaur Co.’s ‘Pages of Romance’ 
and a. m. Dr. Dick interludes. 

Columbia’s new one for January 
is Tangee cosmetics (17), while the 
renewals include the Chesterfield 
nightly sessions for 52 weeks, 
Robert Burns for a like period, Jo- 
Cur’s Sunday Matinees, Spool Cot- 
ton Co.’s Threads of Happiness, 
Phillips Dental Magnesia’s Lyman 
orchestra and Hollywood Newsboy, 
Jad Salts’ Aunt Jemima, Barbasol’s 
Singin’ 
Bath Club. 


CORSETS DON’T STAY 

Charis (¢ 
joins the NBC next month. 

Already auditioned for a daytime 


Sam and Linit’s Fred Allen | 


‘orsets, former CBS client 


session on the network have been | 


Robert Simmons, a | 
j Jan. 6 and stipulates 52 weeks, 








The Program Man 





Was a time when a song- 
plugger solicited a headliner to 
land a plug. 

Now the program inan in an 
advertising agency, in charge 
of formulating the song se- 
quences, is the contactee. 

With a training essentially 
for sales’ graphs and public 
good-will, his sense of show- 
manship and conception of 
song values has the tin pan 
alleyites nerts. 


Price Advertising Copy 
Must Have BBB Okay 
For Ceast Etherizing 


Los Angeles, Dec. 24. 


Coast stations are becoming more 
cautious in the wording of adver- 
tising blurbs, and as a protective 
measure they are co-operating with 
and seeking the advice of the local 
Better Business Bureau. Any ad 
copy for etherizing on which the 
question of ethics arises is sub- 
mitted to the BBB for an okay or 
for changes. 

On one pariicular point some of 
the local stations are abiding by a 
BBB ruling. This is the bureau’s 
objection to the use of compara- 
tive prices, such as: ‘Our suits are 
selling for $5.50. The same value 
cannot be purchased elsewhere for 
less than $15.’ 

Especially active in co-operating 
with BBB are KFI and KECA 
(NBC), KHJ (CBS) and KNX. 


NO TRUST VIOLATIONS 
IN COMBINED OIL SHOW 


Chicago, Dec. 24. 


Standard Oil of Indiana may tie- 
in with the varied series of pro- 
grams sponsored by Standard Oil 
of New Jersey. Government has 
okayed this as not in violation of 
anti-trust rulings that compel the 
different Standard Oils to rigidly 
maintain separate corporate identi- 
ties. 

Indiana company would have to 
have a separate commercial an- 




















nouncement in‘ Chicago, while the 
eastern company was exploiting 
Socony, ete. But there’s no legal 


obstacle to Indiana bankrolling its 
divisional share of a national pro- 
gram. 

Marx Brothers have had no 
Chicago outlet up to now because 
of this situation. Meanwhile the 
Indiana company’s St. Louis test 
period with ‘Brownstone’ Front’ 
expired Dec. 9 and no decision as 
to its continuance or extension to 
a network will be made until] the 
eastern hook-up possibility if set- 
tled. 





b 
Lawes’ 12 Sundays 
Warden Lewis E. Lawes broad- 
casts the first of his Sing Sing 
dramatizations for Sloans Liniment 


over NBC Jan, 22. Time contract 
calls for 12 Sunday evening half- 
hour periods over the basic blue 


(WJZ) web. 
Sketches will be built around ex- 
cerpts from Lawes’ book, ‘20,000 








Years in Sing Sing. Thomas Bel- 
viso of the network’s staff will di- 
rect the incidental music. 
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Actors, Authors, Directors at 40%, 
Under N. Y. May Turn Chicago Into 
Radio Cut Rate Bargain Counter 


+ 


-Chicago, Dec. 24, 


Chicago is the cut rate bargain 
counter of radio production. Talent 
is 40% cheaper in Chicago than in 
New York. Authors can be hired at 
factory wages. Production men are 
plentiful and average over 25% 
less per commercial than paid for 


similar work in the east. And 
that’s 25% less than practically 
nothing. 

Of course it can quickly be 


pointed out that acting, directorial, 
or literary talent is of a lower 
quality in Chicago. That is true, 
But an increasing number of com- 
mercials are inclined to favor pro- 
duction figured on petty arithmetic 
rather than exceptional merit. 

Chicago tried and failed to put 
itself across as a radio production 
center of importance, but now the 
economic drift is tending to ac- 
complish what deliberate’ effort 
could not do. In some respects the 
production costs in Chicago are 
notorious for being on a nickel- 
and-dime basis. 


Nobody in Chicago expects to 
have any Fleischmann, Texaco, 
Lucky Strike, Chase & Sanborn, 


Canada Dry, or similar pretentious 
programs. But for the lesser com- 
mercials many observers think they 
see a disposition, previously lack- 
ing, to favor Chicago. NBC, Chie 
cago, can and does underquote its 
own New York branch on shows of 
approximately the same type. CBS 
here under the masterly close-shave 
ing of 'Walter the Barber’ Preston, 
its efficiency expert, buys quartets 
for the price of their accompanist, 
with the other three singers thrown 
in gratis. And using them in seven 
shows reduces the price to $1.38 
per man per broadcast. 

WGN is another station that 
doesn’t burden any advertiser with 
high production costs. How they 
do it sometimes astonishes even the 
insiders who are familiar with the 
penny ante stakes for talent heree 
abouts. 

Radio Producers 

Present roster of production sere 
vices outside the networks and ine 
dividual stations includes: 

H. Leopold Spitalny. Has an 
elaborately equipped studio and or- 
ganization for radio production, 
Only open a few weeks. Has 
Schaeffer Pen account. 

World Broadcasting. Also new 
within past month. Confined to 
radio discs. Has ‘Skippy’ and ex- 
pects others. No musical record- 
ing. 

Charles Hughes. Maintains studio. 
Has Italian Balm’s ‘First Nighter.’ 

Columbia Phonograph. Under 
Bill Young does some radio disc 
producing. 

Gale Bandell. Veteran radio 
singer has recording service but 
primarily a ‘school.’ 

Bob White. Varied experience 
with dramatic shows. A former 
actor in legit. Also an author. Has 
‘Brown Stone Front’ (Standard Oil 
of Indiana) and Phillips 66 pro- 
gram. 

Andy Sulkirk. Principally identi- 
fied with Household Finance. 

Alexander Wilde-G. H. Wellner. 
Newcomers. Trying to put over 
operetta series. 

In addition to these 
there are a considerable 


production 


‘services’ 

number of production consultants, 
idea men, specialized radio mer-- 
chandisers. 3y contrast with New 
York’s activity all this is pretty 





meager and unimpressive, but it’s 
the nucleus together with the net- 
works’ own bureaus of Chicago's 
radio production, and the hope for 
its increase. 
Bailey’s Ultimatum 

Mildred Bailey’s ultimatum from 
| NBC will be some Chi dates which 
Harold Kemp is arranging for the 
balking songstress. 


doesn't accept, as she hag 
NBC will deem 


If she 
evidenced not doing, 


j it a breach of contract. 
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Best Liked Air Acts 





(Continued from page 1) 


nearest to that were Amos ‘n’ 
Andy in their heyday, but today, 


with a more sophisticated, listening 
public, each sector has its own se- 
lection. Some of the sample line- 
ups in the annexed boxes evidences 
how varied are the regional prefer- 
ences in ether fare. These are typ- 
ical programs of their localities. 
In the Suburbs 

That the effete east is likewise 
simple in its preferences may be 
gathered from the annexed pro- 
grams that click in a community 
such as Dobbs Ferry, N. Y., which 
is a suburb of Greater New York. 

As regards the annexed table— 
a composite of the country’s radio 


Runners-Up 


(With 12 Best on Air) 








Paul Whiteman. 

Maxwell House Show Boat. 
N. Y. Philharmonic Orchestra. 
Mills Bros. 

Marx Bros. 

The Goldbergs. 

‘March of Time.’ 

Cities Service 

Easy Aces. 

Sinclair Oil Minstrels. 
‘Little Orphan Annie.’ 
Lowe!’ Thomas. 








tastes—the 12 best, at a glance, dis- 
closes that in every instance, save 
the Chesterfield program, which is 
the sole exception, the personality 
has been voted to supersede the 
basic strength of the program 
itself. 

Lucky Strike may be pleased by 
the fact that Jack Pearl has made 
that former top program hold up; 
but held up it has only through the 
Pearl air personality. On the other 
hand, the Kate Smith, Amos ’n’ 
Andy and Myrt and Marge type of 
shows submerge their sponsors al- 
most at the expense of their ex- 
ploitive value. Bernie is another 
who likewise eclipses everything 
about his show, but the consistently 
kidding references to his Alma 
Malta can’t help but serve as con- 
stant reminder of the Blue Ribbon 
Malt Co.’s financial underwriting. 

A Rudy Vallee has been resusci- 
tated by the novelty of the Fleisch- 
mann Yeast Hour’s variety shows. 
Commentaries point to that con- 
eclusively. Should make it 100% all 
around for Fleischmann who would 
much rather hear that its Vallee 
had been jacked up by the continu- 
ity, than vice versa. 

Wynn is another who dominates 








Coast 





Lucky Strike (Jack Pearé) 

Texaco (Ed Wynn). 

Amos ‘n’ Andy. 

Chase and Sanborn (Cantor). 

Blue Mcnday Jamboree. 

Richfield News Flashes. 

Spotlight Revue. 

‘One Man’s Family’. 

Myrt and Marge. 

Chesterfield (Boswet, Et- 
ting). 

Blue Ribbon Malt (Bernie). 











the Texaco program but the con- 
stantly plugging association of 
Wynn. with the Texaco Fire Chief 
script billing can’t permit him over- 
shadowing too much. In Pearl's 
case, his Baron Munchausen, ‘Vass 
You There Sharlie?’ catch-phrase 
and Cliff Hali’s straighting dom- 
inate Lucky Strike. The bands and 
Howard Clany’s scientific blurbs are 
merely filler-outers. 


Why Cantor 


Cantor’s easing Wynn out of the 
ace spot is as much a combination 
of circumstances as anything else. 
That 8 p. m. EST Sunday night on 
the mammoth WEAF-NBC hookup 
is an advantage just a bit too much 
for Wynn. Something about that 
Sunday night clocking means a 
great deal to Chase & Sanborn’s 
hour. It has also brought Dave 
Rubinoff and Jimmy Wallingford to 
solo attention along with @antor. 

By the same token, Paul White- 
man who rates 13th in this poll does 
so strictly on his Sunday evening 
6-7 p.m. EST rhythmic symphonic 
orchestra—not his Buick commer- 
cial, which falls on a Monday night. 

Similarly, the big hour succession 
of Vallee-Fleischmann, Maxwell 
Coffee’s Show Boat and Lucky 
Strike at 8, 9 and 10 p. m. EST, has 
cemented the Thursday night stay- 
ing-in habit. Unquestionably Thurs- 
day night’s cinema grosses nation- 
@ily must evidence a sharp drop 


with that sort of home-entertein- 
ment opposition. 


Cap’n Henry’s Maxwell House 
Show Boat, as it is billed, also 
shows up nicely if not briiiantly 


among the also-rans, chiefly suffer- 





ing from a cumbersome title and 
a lack of singular personality. 
Personalities 

The personality element in com- 
mercial radio is significantly brought 
home by a poll of this nature. They 
go for the individual air names. 
They talk about ’em, exchange their 
latest quips in parlor and sidewalk 
small talk, and enthuse about this 
or that funny fellow or pleasing 
singer. 
Year after year a certain type of 
program such as the Cities Service, 
Clicquot Eskimos, WOR Minstrels, 
Sinclair Oil Minstrels, N. Y. Phil- 
harmonic, Leopold Stokowski’s 
Philadelphia Symphony, ‘March of 
Time,’ ‘Skippy,’ ‘Sherlock Holmes,’ 
‘Chandu’ or others may hold mod- 
est loyalty from the fans, but 
they’re not the ‘must-get-home-in- 
time-for’ sock personalities of che 
masses. 
That's the difference between ut- 
most circulation, and just an air 
plug. 
These returns evidence lots of 
things. They come from 150 spots 
in the U. S. and Canada, from as 
many ‘Variety’ correspondents who 
compiled the regional polls of pro- 
gram favorites in their own sectors. 
They were dully analyzed with the 
result about as scientific and ac- 
curate a summation of the nation’s 
air tastes as is to be had. 
This popularity polling has al- 
ways been a problem to broadcast- 
ers. When ‘Variety’ last spring did 
the same thing (which now will be- 





Midwest 





Eddie Cantor. 

Jack Pearl. 

Ed Wynn. 

Chesterfield’s, 

Amos ’n An@y. 

Guy Lombardo—Burns & 
Allen. 

Maxwell House Show Boat. 

Ben Bernie. 

Erno Rapee. 

City Service. 

Paul Whiteman. 

Al Jolson. 











come a quarterly poll) the chains, 
the ad agencies and the artists con- 
curred that this seems the must 
accurate manner of going about it 
Curiosities 

With the returns come curious 
quirks, One finds that Georgie 
Price who was on two Chase & 
Sanborn programs doesn’t figure in 
even one regional return. That the 
two Barbasol pluggers, Singin’ Sam 
(Harry Frankel) and Ray Perkins, 
both with giveaways, show up only 
once each on returns. That Phil- 
lips Milk of Magnesia program, 
which the dentifrice company cred- 
its radio exelusively for boosting 
sales 180% (further fortified by con- 
tests and such) figures not at all. 

The passing of the Seth Parkers 
and Tony Wons is significant. Wons 
last time was a highlight through 
just easing into the first 12, the 
more unusual because of his early 
a. m. spotting. But the multiplicity 
of nightly topnotchers forfends any 


Southeast 


Eddie Cantor. 
Amos 'n’ Andy. 
Mills Brothers. 
Ben Bernie. 
Bing Crosby. 
Kate Smith. 
Cab Calloway. 
Ed Wynn. 
Rudy Vallee. 
Paul Whitemaa. 
Willie and Eugene Howard. 

















distinguished daytime outstander. 
While regionally there are local 
favorites, none, it is conceded, be- 
gins to approach the appeal of the 
national chain program. Still, there’s 
a Father Coughlin or a ‘Smilin’ Ed 


McConnell who seemingly’ are 
unique. 
Jolson’s quick come-up its a 


startling tribute to the famous en- 
tertainer, although the Marx Bros., 
with a limited hookup, bid fair to 
approach the Jolson rise in air 
popularity. Some of the silly ve- 
sponses attendant to Jolson’s air 
work have been previously men- 
tioned, such as mentioning that ‘he 
sounds too much like Harry Rich- 
man and Georgie Price’ (all of 
whom preceded Jolson on the air), 








In Canada 


New York Phitharmonic 
Symphony Orchestra. 
Stokowski Philadelphia Sym- 








phony Orchestra. 
Metropolitan Opera. . 
Ed Wynn and Graham Mc 
Namee. 
Eddie Cantor and Rubinoff. 
Jack Benny. 
Cesare Sodero. 
Vic and Sade. 
Sigmund Spaeth. 


Local 
Charlie Dornberger Ore. 


L 


The Dow Girl (beer ad 
blues singer). 

Our Jimmie (school boy 
singer and story). 

Rex Battle’s Orchestra. 

Maurice Meerte’s Orchestra. 


Willie Eckstein. 

Al and Boy Harvey. 

Winchester Organ of Ro- 
mance. 

Chateau Laurier Dance Or- 
chestra (Joe DeCourcy). 











but the Jolscn audience pull is very 
much there regardless. 


Regionally, the country displays 
its sundry loyalties to suit its ante- 
cedents of faith. Catholic Boston 


and environments, and ditto the 
midwest goes for Father Couglin’s 
liberal gospel. Milwaukee is nat- 
urally partial to the Dutch come- 
dian, Pearl, although admitting that 
its own local fav, Heinie and His 
Grenadiers are easing off. 

Towns like Trenton and Louis- 
ville can’t forget that Ward Wilson, 
the Royal Gelatine personator, and 
Ben Alley, crooner, are native sons 
now clicking from the Big City, so 
they tune DX for ’em, but not in 
enough numbers generally to other- 
wise distinguish them. 


Canada’s Favs 


Canada has three local favs, Neil- 
son Chocolate hour with Geoffrey 
Waddington’s orchestra, Herbert 
Hargreaves, tenor, Marguerite Nut- 
tall, soprano, and Julian Oliver; 
‘Opera House of the Air,’ sponsored 
by Canadian Industries, Ltd., offer- 
ing Gilbert and Sullivan; and the 
Northern Electric’s ‘Dial of 
Pleasure,’ variety show, all three on 
trans-Canada networks, but the 
Dominion otherwise prefers what 
the American broadcasters have to 
offer. While Pearl and Cantor top, 
the Canucks are partial also to the 
better things such as the N. Y. Phil- 
harmonic, Roxy’s and Major Bowes’ 
Capitol programs. 

Opines ‘Variety’s Toronto corre- 
spondent: 

‘Few Canadian advertisers are 
willing to spend money. It should 
be remembered that even the native 
national advertisers are appealing 


South 


Amos ’n’ Andy. 
Eddie Cantor. 
Lucky Strike. 
Chesterfield. 
Ben Bernie. 
Guy Lombardo. 
Geo. Olsen. 
Maxwell Coffee Hour. 
Arabesque, 
Philco Hows, 
Al Jolson. 
Boswell Sisters. 

















to only approximately 10,000,000 
people in Canada. At that, the 
American national advertisers with 
a consumer field of at ieast 120,000,- 
000 people are able to allocate much 
greater advertising appropriations, 
part of which goes to the ether 
artists, than can the Canadian man- 
ufacturer or distributor. It means 
that, tangible as is the geographical 
boundary separating Canada and 
the United States, there is no means 
of keeping American programs off 
the air.’ 

Significant also is the statement 
of Hector Charlesworth, late drama 
critic of the snooty ‘Saturday 
Night’ and the dean of Canadian 
theatrical critics, that ‘there is not 
a single comedian in Canada worth 
a damn.’ It’s his verbatim state- 








Tueeday, December 27, 1932 
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Cities in Survey 





Among the cities and towns whose comespondents reported the loeal 


radio preferences are: 


Akron, O. Houston St. John, N. B. 
Albany Indianapolis St. Joseph, Mo. 
Allentown, Pa. Jacksonville St. Louis 
Altoona, Pa. Kansas City St. Paul 
Asheville, 8. C. Lansing, Mich. Salt Lake Oty 
Atlanta Lexington, Ky. San Antonio 
Atlantic City Lincoln, Nebr. San Diego 
Baltimore London, Can. San Francisco 
Birmingham Los Angeles Savannah 

Boston Louisville Schenectady, N. Y. 
Brockton, Mass. Madison, Ws. Scranton, Pa, 
Bronx, N. Y. C. Memphis Seattle 

Brooklyn Milwaukee Sioux City, Ia. 
Buffalo Minneapolis Sioux Falls, 8. D. 
Canton, O. Mobile South Bend 
Chattanooga Montgomery, Ada. Spokane 
Charlestown, W. Wa. Montreal Springfield, Mass. 
Chicago Mt. Vernon, N. Y. Springfield Ill. 
Cincinnati Muncie, Ind. Stroudsburg, Pa. 
Cleveland Nashville Syracuse 
Columbus Newark Tacoma 
Connellsville, Ia. New Britain, Gona, Terre Haute 
Dallas New Haven Toledo 
Davenport, Pa. New Orleans Topeka 

Dayton, O. Norwalk, Conn, Toronto 

Denver Oakland Trenton, N. J. 
Des Moines Ogden, Va. Troe, Wate 
Detroit Oklahoma City Tulsa, Okla. 
Dubuque, Ia. Omaha . tica 

Duluth Ottawa Voncouver 
Durham, N. C. Philadelphia \, oshington, D. C. 
Easton, Pa. Phoenix, Ariz. Wheeling, W. Va, 
Elmira, N. ¥. Pittsburgh \Vichita, Kans, 
Erie, Pa. Portland, Me. \Williamsport, Pa. 


Evansville, Ind. 


Portland, Ore. 


Wilmington, Del. 











ort Wayne, Ind. Providence Winnipeg 
Fort Worth, Tex. Quebee Woonsocket, R. I. 
Galveston Quincy, ITH. - Worcester, Mass. 
Grand Rapids Reading, Pa. Yonkers, N. Y. 
Greenville, S. ¢. Reno Youngstown, O. 
Harrisburg Richmond 
Hartford Rochester 
Chi rates NBC webbing; Smilin’ Ed 
icago McConnell is a sizeable midwestern 
| favorite; Ford Rush and his Toy 
| Band on a commercial for juvenile 
Ed Wynn. appeal, and Bob Newhall, the ‘Mail 
Amos ’n’ Andy. Pouch Sportsman’ (dramatizing 
Jack Pearl, flashback sports’ events) are among 
WLS Barn Danee (locab). the Crosley stations’ local high- 
Ben Bernie Orch, lights. Newhall seems especially 
‘Orphan Annie.’ well regarded in his particular field. 
‘March of Time.’ The old saw about ‘no accountin’ 
Wener Minstrels (Sinclair for tastes’ sees substantiation in 
Oil). Topeka’s No.1 preference for ‘Death 
Myrt and Marge. Valley Days’ with the Marxes, 
Wayne King Orch. Pearl, Sinclair Minstrels, Crumit 
‘Easy Aces.’ and Sanderson, Lannie Ross and 
Drs. Sherman and Pratt ‘First Nighter’ also high in favor, 
(KYW local). in that sector. Topeka _ regrets 











ment even though he gave it with 
a smile. 

Charlesworth believes that a 
Canadian theatre of the alr can be 
developed. The only person who 
has done any outstanding work in 
this regard is Merrill Denison. 
Latter is now with NBC doing an 
historical series, the lad leaving 
Canada for America where sponsors 
could pay him what he was worth. 





Best remuneration for Denison came 
from Canadian National Railways, 
the work for this outfit, heard by 
NBC officials being sufficient indica- 
tion that he would be valuable in 
America, He is now writing high- 
lights of United States history in- 
stead of Canadian. 

Suffice to say that, Canadian radio 
talent is terrible and that Canadian 
manufacturers will not pay the price 
that good talent warrants. It’s the 
answer to the migration to Amer- 
ica of such Canadian talent as 
Lombardo’s orchestra, Six Brown 
Brothers, Will Osborne, etc. In the 
theatre, it has meant Beatrice Lillie, 
Leonidoff, Florence Rogge, Doug 
Stanbury, Georgie White, Marjorie 
White, etc.; in pictures, Pickford, 
Huston, Norma Shearer, Slim Sum- 
merville, Ned Sparks, Fay Wray, 
Rita Le Roy, Barbara Kent, Lew 
Cody, Mack Sennett, John Robinson 
and numerous others. 

In Larger Keys 

Skipping around the country, one 
finds Chi thinks very highly of at 
least two locals, WLS Barn Dance 
and Drs. Sherman and Pratt (KYW 
local), and also goes for the WENR 
Minstrels (Sinclair Oil). 

Baltimore’s clerical fav is the 
Rev. Oscar Backwelder whose 
‘Lighted Window’ is a la the Seth 





New England 


Eddie Cantor. 
Burns & Aften. 
Ed Wynn. 

Myrt and Marge. 
Jack Pearl. 

The Goldbergs. 
Mills Brothers, 
Ben Bernie. 
Amos ’n’ Andy. 
‘March of Time.’ 
Ruth Etting. 

Al Jolson. 

















Parker inspirational stuff. Homespun 
Poet and Violinist, philosophic lec- 
turer, is another who gets some 
extraordinary dial attention around 
Balto, although in toto Tony Wons, 
as a national proposition, eclipses 
‘em all. 

Out of Philly, into the Pennsy- 
Jersey-Dela. sector comes Boake 
Carter, Philadelphia ‘Daily News’ 
commentator on current topics who 
rates special attention. 

Cincy’s WLW is a natural hotbed 
of the better local talent. Thomas 
(Fats) Waller with his hot music 
is one; WLW’s Flying Dutchmen, 





maestroed by WilHam CG Stoess 


East and Dumke’s discontinuance 
of ‘Sisters of the Skillet,’ complain- 
ing that E-D’s Armour stuff is 
n.s.g. and there is actual public 
clamor for the return of the Steb- 





Northwest 





Lucky Strike (Jack Pears). 
Myrt and Marge. 


Chesterfield. 
Chase & Sanborn (Bddie 
Cantor). 


Blue Monday Jamboree. 
NBC Road Show. 
Standard Symphony. 
Texaco (Ed Wynn). 
Happy-Go-Lucky Hour, 
G. Washington Coffee. 
Metropolitan Opera, N. Y. 
One Man's Family. 











bins Boys locally. Topeka’s own 
Uncle Dave, on the air for five 
straight years from 5.30-6, now has 
the adults along with the kids giv- 
ing him 100% solo attention daily at 
that hour. 

In the Mormon region, 
program such as Cities 


a class 
Service 








Rocky Mts. 





City Service. 

Lucky Strike. 

Show Boat, 

Ed Wynn. 

Bayer Aspirin. 
Chase & Sanborn. 
Revelers. 

Myrt and Marge. 
Roxy Sunday program. 
New York Symphony. 
Radio Theatre Guild. 
Buick, 











rates No. 1, while the Salt Lake 
Mormon Tabernacle services (KSL) 
and the Utah Oil Refining Co.’s 
Pep and Vico string combo are the 
local outstanders, but not approach- 
ing the big chain stuff. 

By and large the vast midwest 
and south still sets its collective 
clock by Amos 'n’ Andy, again 
proving the habit thing. Same 
goes for the consistency of Myrt 
and Marge and The Goldbergs. 

In Oklahoma, next to A&A, the 

(Continued on page 35) 
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Nestle has renewed its time con- 
tract with NBC and talent arrange- 
ment with Phil Spitalny. Makeup 
of the program remains as is. Re- 
newal calls for another 13 weeks. 


Little Vivienne Block off the 
Wheatenaville sketches for doing 
a program with A & P. 

jetty Barthell takes the warbling 
niche in Tom Howard C hesterfield 
etanzas. 

Phillips Dental Magnesia renews 
with CBS for another 13 weeks of 
the Lyman orchestra, under the 
Victor Arden _ baton. Hollywood 
chatter also stays. 

Singin’ Sam’s contract has been 
renewed for another 52 weeks by 
Barbasol, the same going for the 
time contract with Columbia. 

Bill Estay is immersing himself 
jn auditions for a Camel comeback 
on the air. 

Irving Gellers, pianist with Phil 
Romano’s orch in Albany, doing a 
solo program over WGY, Schenec- 
tady, one night a week, in addition 
to unit’s regular broadcasts. Is only 
remaining member of the combina- 
tion with which Romano first went 
on the air via WGY in 1922 

Fletcher’s Castoria has renewed 
for both its Sunday and morning 
sessions with NBC. Same programs 
hold over. 

Ben Alley and his sec state they'll 
Mr. and Mrs. between now and New 
Year's. 

Rollickers quartet and the Pick- 
ens Sisters take over the Virginia 
Ray and Frank Munn gpots on the 
Paul Whiteman-Buick show. 

Tyvdol has renewed with CBS for 
Paul Specht and the Three X Sis- 
ters. 

Cnuristian Kriens, WTIC musical 
director, had his Christmas cantata 
broadcast over an NBC hookup. 

Henry Tobias is batoning a band 
Sunday nights over WMCA, New 
York, for the Fish Dealers’ Associa- 
tion. 

Pevey and Bill are now trying out 
an afternoon comedy series over 


ART LINICK 


in His Original Character 


‘MR. SCHLAGENHAUER’ 


Sponsored by TASTYEAST 
6 P. M. to 6:15 P. M. CST 
WBBM—Chicago 

















AL 


BOASBERG 


Sole Direction 


E. R. CONNE 


50 West 57th Street, New York 
Circle 77-7530 
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VINCENT SOREY 


Creator of the 


Gauchos Program 


And Many Other Superior Programs 
CBS Sunday 11 P. M. WABC 











The Lone Star of Texas 
Will Soon Be a Nationally 
Known Star on Radio 


THE TEXAN 


The Sweetest Voice in the World 














WPCH, 
to write poetry. 
Big Ben Dream Dramas (Western 


New York. They also try 


NBC for an- 
effective Jan. 15. 


Mid-West 


KYW, Chicago, presented La Com- 
tesse Marie de L’Argent to tell of 
English Christmas customs and 
how to make plum puddings. Later 
she talked on French observances. 

Ed Wynn broadcasting from NBC, 
Chicago, surrounds himself with 
bright footlights so he can’t see the 
audience, as he declares he never 
can tell a risque gag while looking 
a person in the face. 

Margaret Morton McKay is re- 
stored to health and activity at 
WLS, Chicago. 

During the week he ‘laid off’ at 
the College Inn, Ben Bernie played 
the Palace, did a special Lucky 
Strike broadcast, his regular Blue 
Malt, and a local program for RKO. 

Vincent Lopez will start his Real 
Silk programs in about three weeks. 
NBC meanwhile is having its usual 
difficulties clearing the time. 


West 


Sylvester J. Weaver added to 
KHJ’s continuity writing staff. 

Walter N. Campbell, publicity di- 
rector KOA, Denver, back on job 
after attack of flu. 

Paul Rickenbacher, production 
manager of KHJ, Los Angeles, and 
Mona Lowe (Winifred Parker), NBC 
singer at San Francisco, have set 
March 15 for the marriage. 


Clock Co.) stays on 
other 13 weeks, 




















‘Easy Aces’ New Setup 
Based on Sales Checkup 


Chicago, Dec. 24. 


Lavoris’ ‘Easy Aces’ program 
stays with CBS, but under a new 
time setup after Jan. 28. Dissatis- 
faction with the lateness of the 
eastern broadcast time at present 
will be appeased by moving the pro- 
gram from 10:15 back to eight 
EST. 

Under the new arrangement the 
Pacific Coast group of stations wil] 
be dropped wntil the future, when 
it is hoped 2 time acceptable to east, 
mdiwest, and Pacfic can be found. 
New network will be 25 stations 
instead of 38'as at present. 

Lavoris checked its sales returns 
and found that with a 7:15 outlet on 
the coast business was much better, 
with a 9:15 in Chicago it was hold- 
ing its own, but that 10:15 in the 
east was too late for a script show 
and sales percentages were off. 


WCA0’s 2d Dividend 


Baltimore, Dec. 24. 

Second extra dividends this year 
was declared by the Monumental 
Company, operating WCAO, local 
CBS outlet. 

Under the active guidance of J. 
Thomas Lyons, exec vice-president, 
the station, in 1932, will have paid 
an extra $1 twice, besides the reg- 
ular dividend of $2, which makes a 
$4 total in dividends this year. 
Something like 10,000 shares of 
stock are outstanding. The second 
cash dividend is being paid this 
week. 
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After 20 Auditions, 
Squibb Finally Decides 


After listening to some 20 differ- 
ent program presentations submit- 


GENE-GLENN’S $2,400 
AND 7, PUBLIX | 


ted by both NBC and CBS and als» Gene and Glenn, WTAM's (Cleve- | 
by indie producing firms over a pe-/| land) NBC network comedy team 
riod of four months, Squibbs Tooth-| will play for Publix in the middle 


picture 
ings on percentage. 


itself a regular/ west on a series of 
quartet starts / book 


paste 


has picked 
studio combo and a 


house | 


Jan | 


}on NBC Jan. 1: with Frank Black Opening date is Indianapolis, 

| o i e = | 
waving the baton and the Revelers| 20, at $2,400 guarantee and 50-50] 
furnishing the harmony. with the house over $15,000 gross. 


It's down for a 13-week run on Although Gene and Glenn in an} 
the basic red link Sunday after-| NBC contract act, the stage dates 


noons for a half hour per. are being handled through Charlie | 


Yates and Milton Berger. 
SHEAFFER’S LAYOFF 


Sheaffer Pen has laid off its ESKIMO CAST REVISED 
Lifetime Revue for four weeks on Revised Cliquot Eskimo show 
the theory that with the gift buy- | makes its bow over NBC Jan. 23. 
ing season out of the way the need | Besides Harry Reser and his band 
for advertising may be suspended | the new setup takes in A. K. Ross- 
over that stretch. Also that the] well, monologist; Annette Henshaw 
money involved can be applied to|and Jimmy Brierly. 
an extended station lineup when Program with the rearrangement 
the program resumes. takes a Monday instead of Friday 

Return date on NBC, night release. Contract renewal 
Spitalny continuing in with the network calls for a mini- 
assignment, is Jan. 28. 


AIR LINE NEWS. 


By Nellie Revell 





with Leo 
the baton 











First of the year WMCA starts a radio stock company in its Little 
Theatre of the Air. Show for 90 minutes; vaudeviHe, musical comedy 
and drama, but only 30 minutes will be broadcast. Invited guests. The- 
atre seats 200. 

And now Col. Stoopnagle and Budd are going in for that audience 
reaction thing. Beginning tomorrow night their Pontiac program will 
be broadcast from Chamber Music Hall in the Carregie Hall building, 
leased for the purpose by Columbia. Capacity 500. 

Elinor Smith, aviatrix, will tell Friday about the coldest day she ever 
spent in the clouds. Elinor is the daughter of Tom Smith, of the old 
vaudeville team of Smith and Austin, and the fiancee of Pat Sullivan, 
Bronx assemblyman. Pat Sullivan’s brother is Tim Sullivan of the 
McCann-Ericson agency. Both nephews of Big Tim Sullivan, famous 
Tammany chieftain of another day. 


Freddie Berrens is out a 26-week contract at $450 per because he has 
an exclusive Columbia contract. After contracts were drawn with 
Berrens to broadcast on CBS advertiser found he couldn’t get the time 
wanted. He applied to NBC only to get time cleared and learned Ber- 
rens couldn’t play with NBC because of his exclusive contract with 
CBS. 

Burns and Ailen go to the Coast to make two features for Paramount, 
‘College Humor’ and ‘International House.’ 

Leo Reisman is shopping for a Sunday night supper club of his own. 

Roberta Robinson (Mrs. Walter O’Keefe) will be in the ‘Pardon My 
English’ production, which will help keep the O'Keefe home fires burning. 

Pearl Pickens (not one of the Pickens Sisters) wife of Bill Mitchell, 
of the Carson Robison troupe, studied five years abroad to become a 
concert soprano—and landed a job singing hill billies. 

Anson Weeks has renewed his contract with St. Regis. 

Serge Koussevitzky and the Boston Symphony Orchestra go on WJZ 
for 10 weekly concerts. 

Down the River 

The Four Sharps, vaude act, auditioned at WMCA and go on the air 
today on sustaining. They will also be on a once a week commercial. 

George Clarke auditioned the dramatic sketch, ‘Death Before Lenberg,’ 
story of a clairvoyant. 

Shorts 


Ben Alley’s idea of a Christmas gift is a wedding ring which he will 
place on the finger of his secretary, Mildred Mauger, New Year’s eve.. 
Vince O’Donald goes WMCA sustaining next week at the Singing News- 
boy...Mrs. Bunny Coughlin helps to write those Funnyboners scripts.. 
Ann Bailey and Donald Stauffer are doing ‘The March of Times’ scripts 
while Tom Everett is a grippe victim...Roy Bargy will conduct the pro- 
gram of Whiteman stars in which Walter O’Keefe will be m.c....Tom 
Howard and George Shelton, new comics on the Chesterfield program, 
will be supported by Betty Barthell, warbler...Kenneth Diaghneau is 
now Jay C. Flippen’s straight man...Tom Breen, CBS production man, 
is doubling in brass as announcer...Stewart Sterling, author of the Eno 
Crime Club mysteries, is a frequent contributor to the pulp magazines 
under different nom de plumes...Jack Smart, CBS dialectician, had to 
shave the foliage off his upper lip for a film short...Adelina Thomason, 
NBC’s Mrs. Pennyfeather, sailed for the Hawaiian Islands to gather 
material for a new radio series...Kate Smith returns to New York the 
third week in January...Hollister Noble, of B. B. D. & O.’s program 
department, has joined Columbia’s night publicity staff...Happy New 
Year. 


Ernest Chappell is one of the oldest dramatic production men in radio, 
having starteé in Syracuse in 1922. He came to New York via Rochester 
and Schenectady. 

Gordon White, formerly of N 
the artists’ representatives. He is 
Kirberry to Lucky Strike. 

George Beuchler, baritone 
Virginia Arnold, wife of Don Ball, 


. W. Ayer agency, has joined the ranks of 
offering Mary McCoy and Ralph 


and former 
WABC 


announcer 
announcer. 


of Columbia, and 
begin a sustaining 


| period on WJZ Sunday. 


| long with the ‘Real Folks’ sketches, will select the 
| so will Nell Roy, WOR blues singer, 


WMCA press department, and Georgine Cleveland, 
furniture soon. And 
and Arnold Brillhart, sax tooter. 


Very few of Roxy’s old musicians will be among those present in the 


George Bricker, 


| Radio City orchestras. 


| tantes’, has returned to her old job at WMCA 


of Jack Denny’s 
under her 


‘debu- 
air name of 


Louise (‘Teddy’) Lynch, of Greenwich, one 


Joan Dudley. 


Katherine Ren- 


| place after 





Elizabeth May, on that hair tonic program, is really 
wick; or, in private life, wife of John Holbrook, 
winner. 


NBC's diction medal i. 


VARIETY 33 


Outside Stagers 
| 15% Edge at CBS 
Brings Shake Up 


Realigment of CBS’ production 
and prograin departments on the 
New York end is scheduled to take 
Jan 1. Mainly account- 
ible is the increasing loss that the 
network has taken in commercial 
program preparation to _ outside 
producing interests. 

Currently the chain is building 
less than 25% of the commercial 
shows on its weekly schedule. None 
of its big programs is an inside job. 
Practically all the supported scripts 
are in the hands of producers 
brought in by commercials. Notably 
in this category is March of Time. 

Among programs in the hands of 
non-network staff producers are 
Robert Burns, Eno Crime Club, 
Five Star YVheatre (Aborn Light 
Opera Co.), red Allen’s Bath Club 
Revue, Chase & Sanborn’ Tea, 
Sampler, Chesterfield, Trade and 
Mark, Canada Dry, Barbasol, Jad 
Salts, Jo-Cur Matinee, Kolynos 
Playboys, Phillips Dental Magnesia 
and Buck Rogers. 

In the Chicago division the out- 
side producers have Easy Aces, 
Skippy, Lone Wolf Tribe, Pennzoftl 
Parade and Roses and Drums. 


Boswells’ 5 Wks. 


Following their week (30) at the 
Capitol, New York, the Boswell 
Sisters are set for five other Loew 
houses. 

First stop after the Broadway 
date is the Metropolitan, Brooklyn, 
with the Loew houses in Washing- 
ton and Baltimore coming in that 
order. Other two weeks are to be 
scheduled. 
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‘TED FIORITO 


AND HIS ORCHESTRA 
HOTEL ST. FRANCIS 
SAN FRANCISCO 


BROADCASTING 


Demi-Tasse Revue, 
Monday Nights 


Columbia Network, Saturday Nights 
CBS-Don Lee Chain, Nightly, 
10 P.M. PST 
Lucky Strike 

USiC CORP. OF AMERICA 
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LYMAN 


AND HIS 
CALIFORNIA ORCHESTRA 
Columbia Broadcasting System 

PHILLIP’S DENTAL MAGNESIA 
Tues., Thurs., Sat., 8 to 8:15 P.M., E.8.T. 
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BROADCASTING 
» SYSTEM 


Personal Representative 
THOMAS ©. ROCAWELA 


Mills -Rockwell Inc 
799 Seventh Ave New York 


9:13 P.M Mon-Thurs. ” 





















Mrs. Leyda Wants Out | 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 24. 
Margaret Cunningham Leyda, | 
WWSW radio 
nightly over the air 
band’ in the local 
the Kitchen Door,’ 


player, quarre Is | 
with her ‘Bus 
sketch, ‘Behind 

last week file a | | 


suit for divorce against her rei 
husband, Edgar J. Leyda of Monon- | OLUMBIA-COAST-TO-COAST NET HORK 
rahela ‘ity, who i turn filed a 

ae | WED. 10 P.M.—SAT., 9 P.M., E.S.T. 


; | 
years of married life, 


da became drunk, swore at her 

d accused her falsely, Mrs. Leyda 

complained. Her husband's counter- 
charge alleges improper conduct. 


In their 17 
, 14 Management 


799 Seventh 


GLORIFYING /4e POPULAR SONG 


GESTERFIELD . le 
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Ave., New York 


dare cci tae eect saa ele aeile 





CPT NS A 


a 


ne — ge — ner ERS ar Ae 





teen ee tee -REEEE-GEROT Tagen et 


~——, 
“ee 


pete ie CR RTT ASOT ENE 


ee 
































34 WARIETY 


RABIO 





Tuesday, December 27, 1932 





Radio Reports 





‘DANCING IN MILWAUKEE’ 
Nightly Rotation 
Los Cabelleros-studio 
Henry Busse-Schroeder Hotel 
Bill Carleson-Futuristic BaHroom 
Cass Paretti-Chateau Club 
Dick Fraser-Club Ritz 

WTMJ, Milwaukee 


This can probably be taken as 


typical of the kind of dance music | 


dished out in the ordinary provincial 
capitol. It runs the gamut from the 
most pretentious hotel in town to 
the slightly sawdusty outlying cafes. 
And a ballroom or two thrown in. 
Each band appears to get two 15- 
minute whacks at the microphone 
nightly. Rotation is continuous in 
the later night hours. 

Busse was just into town the 
night reviewed. He spoke words of 
pleasure at being in Milwaukee, 
rather stiff, nervous, unpreposses- 
sing words. He scarcely has vocal 
personality as sampled. Band is 
fair. Maxime Tappen sopranoed 
nicely and there were several inter- 
esting vocal combos. 

Bill Carleson at the Futuristic 
ballroom gave out substantial dan- 
sapation of the rythmic lilt fancied 
by that kind of patronage and, in- 
cidentally, not hard to listen to. 

Dick Fraser’s ‘Kentucky Colonels’ 
and Cass Paretti’s aggregation 
roamed from passable to dubious 
veracity musically. 

Los Cabelleros are sponsored by 
Ford Coke. They stick to tangoes 
and rhumbas and must be doubly 
welcome for their uniqueness in a 
town where casual eavesdropping 
suggests very little novelty as being 
available. Land, 


LITTLE THEATRE OF THE AIR 
‘Justice’ 

30 Mins. 

Sustaining 

WMCA, New York 

This is the fifth in WMCA’s ‘Lit- 
tle Theatre of the Air’ series, staged 
by Elmo Russ of the studio staff, 
the offering, ‘Justice,’ having been 

eauthored by a young Spanish 
writer, Raymond Ronaldi, David 
Niles staged. 

Not an especially brilliant piece 
of writing, it’s a well turned radio 
dramalet, with the cast getting the 
most out of the lines. Sound effects 
and usual technical buildup that go 
with production registered handily. 

WMCA must be running short of 
scripts, inviting contributions from 
the unseen audience. Abel. 





TONY WONS 


(AND HIS SCRAP BOOK) 


| R YOU LISTENIN’? | 














WABC 
Daily at 9:30 A. M. 
I'm Introducin’ 
“A Pair of Red Heads” 
Pegyy Keenan & Sondra Phillips 


| R YOU WATCHIN’? 


JACK DENNY 


AND ORCHESTRA 
WEAF . WABC 


Waldorf-Astoria Hotel 
Victor Records 
Lucky Strike Dance Hour 
Whitman Chocolates 

JZ 


ra WOR 
Management M. C. A. 












































JACK GRADY 
Piano 

COMMERCIAL 
WSM, Nashville 

Drifting into the New York re- 
ceivers nightly comes this suave 
pi. 2 of novel salesmanship. For- 
merly of the team of Jack and Jean, 
|Grady uses this 50,000-watter to re- 
/tail an ‘easy method of learning how 
to play the piano by the book.’ All 
in 10 lessons. For $1 postpaid the 
book is the listener’s. 

Between deftly and ingratiatingly 
worded plugs Grady demonstrates 
samples from his book. His lesson 
doesn’t require, he vouchsafes, that 
the student learn to read a single 
note. And even without this fore- 











“The Sherlock Holmes of Melody” 


SIGMUND SPAETH 


MILLIONS ARE TRAILING 


“THE TUNE DETECTIVE” 


(NOW IN ITS SECOND YEAR) 
WJZ Tuesdays at 10:15 P. M. 


c= 





“THE SONG SLEUTH” 


> + 
America Is Singing with 
WJZ Thursdays at 8:15 P. M. 
’% 
a 








knowledge, Grady assures them, the 
book will reveal to them the knack 
of reading at sight. For the more 
or less entertainment interludes of 
his nightly 15 minutes Grady plays 
them a chorus or two from the 
songs that mother used to sing. 

Here is one of those stations 
where the announcer on the pro- 
gram seems ready to lend a helping 
hand or word. For a test¢monial on 
the virtues of his book Grady calls 
to the mike the attending spieler, 
addressed as ‘Tiny,’ and this latter 
personage assures the listeners that 
Jack has a mighty fine book that’s 
all mighty easy to understand and 
learn by. 

Odd twist about that announcer. 

During the informal exchange with 
Grady about the mighty good value 
of his book that lad ‘Tiny’ unswung 
a dialect as professionally southern 
as heard in the Tennessee hills, but 
once it came his turn to make a 
straight announcement, out went the 
dialect and replacing it was a Back 
Bay diction. 
As for Grady and his book on 
how to play the piano in 10 lessons, 
the lad’s services should at least get 
a vote of recognition from the mu- 
sic publishers. NBC a couple of 
years ago gave these instructions 
over the air and tossed in printed 
illustrations gratis, but the response 
turned out a sad fizzle. Odec, 


$O. CAL. RADIO TRADES’ PRO- 

GRAM a 
Over 12 So. Cal. Stations 
CONTRIBUTED COMMERCIAL 

Believing that present conditions 
do not warrant a local radio show, 
Los Angeles end of the ether indus- 
try decided to try out a new gag 
toward building interest in the buy- 
ing of radio sets and equipment. 
Practically all stations contribute 
programs over the holidays, with 
commercial plugs along the line of 
‘Make this a Radio Christmas.’ 
Highlights of the ‘buy a radio’ cam- 
paign are four weekly one-hour 
programs to which the stations con- 
tribute their stellar attractions. 

First of this quartet was handled 
at KFWB with Johnny Murray, who 
has brought that station’s Hi-Jinks 
to top local spotting, organizing and 
m. cing. The initialer is going to 
be hard to follow. 

With no dud talent in the line-up, 
program moved with an unusual 
snap and for a one-timer was the 
best of its type heard locally in a 
long time. Bill was heavy on com- 
edy with Robert Wildbock the 
‘screwy professor’ from KHJ, get- 
ting nicely across with gags not too 
old. For real snappy back and 
forth stuff Brown and Lavelle of 
KFWB took the plums. Singing 
honors went to Paul Gregory of the 
coast ‘Cat and Fiddle’ company. 
Leo Carrillo put over some of his 
dialect stories, but twice-told-tales 
to most of his listeners who have 
caught the standbys at the film 
player’s numerous personals here- 
abouts. 

Nat Brusiloff, musical director for 
Kate Smith, used the bow and fiddle 
effectively, and Charlis Wellman of 
KFI delivered a nice vocal number. 
Another local comic, Sterling Hallo- 
way of KFWB, got well under the 
wire with chatter. 

Backed by the KFWB staff or- 
chestra and an ensemble of 14 
voices, program as a whole was ef- 
fectively balanced. While essen- 
tially a plug for the radio business, 
judgment was used in keeping the 
commercial gab down to a mini- 


mum, Stan. 
EUNICE FOSTER 
Sustaining 
WKBC, Birmingham 

This girl hag a voice, but her 
whistling is even better. If she 


were given the opportunity to whis- 
tle a little more the program would 
be more attractive. She was for- 
merly of the team, Harmony Sis- 
ters. 

Stella Deen Orr was at the piano. 

At the end of the program came 
another one of those fadeouts and 
a long pause before another pro- 
gram went on. That seems to be a 








habit at WKBC. 











SEASON’S GREETINGS FROM 


JACK BRUGE and His Orchestra 


Now in Third Month at Show Boat, Pittsburgh 
PAY US A VISIT WHEN YOU’RE IN TOWN 


OLD DOC AND Hi6 PALS 
Patter, Songs 
COMMERCIAL 

WMCA, New York 

Threaded through this late even- 
ing repertoire of hillbilly laments is 
a serial narrative totally devoid of 
suspense, humor and even an ap- 
proach to adult intelligence. Pro- 
gram likely was originally intended 
fo. juvenile bedtime appeal. And 
unintentionally it serves the same 
purpose here. Perhaps that was the 
point of attraction that gained it a 
supporter in Sachs’ furniture stores. 
Retail chain is using the session to 
plug its mattresses. 

It’s a one-man show, with dis- 
guising of voices, although the sing- 
ing interludes rate a strong point in 
its favor. Warbler gives them an 
expert interpretation and makes 
listening to the tall-grass chants 
melodiously easy on the ears. 

Characters besides Old Doc pop- 
ping up are bestowed with such 
labels as Bill, Grandpa and Perci- 
val. Piccadilly dialect given Percival 
is as inept as the a, k. characteriza- 
tion. To the latter is attributed a 
penchant for philosophy and to 
carry out the idea the script has 
him frequently quoting Edgar Guest. 

At the present stage of the narra- 
tive Old Doc has himself involved 
with bootleggers. Theme here 
serves as a pretty good index to the 
originality of the rest of the conti- 
nuity to date. Odec. 


CRAZY PEOPLE 
Adair and Kay 
Comedy Sketch 
Sustaining 
WOR, Newark ° 

Mixed team revealing an excep- 
tional flair for radio farce comedy. 
There's punch and go to each epi- 
sode and just above ingenuity and 
imagination to raise it above the 
level of the usual run of radio en- 
tertainment of this category. Pair 
play all the parts and do them well. 

Recurring theme is that of a 
young married couple who get 
themselves mixed up in crazy ad- 
ventures and situations and with 
people equally balmy. Episode 
caught had them seeking shelter 
in a vacant house from a rainstorm 
and there encountering a couple of 
escaped asylum inmates. Elements 
of mystery and suspense were deft- 
ly balanced, with none of the cus- 
tomary hoke situations resorted to 
here. Surprise twist, though ob- 
vious, proved richly diverting. 
Station has it limited to a Friday 
evening release. But it’s worth a 


tilt. Odec. 
ALLEN RICKARDS 

Singing 

SUSTAINING 

WOR, Newark 

Introduced as ‘radio’s newest 


baritone’ and with an appropriate 
signature song, ‘We're Alone.’ Pre- 
sumably the latter refers to the 
warbler and the studio mechanic at 
the controls, and the ‘newest’ quali- 
fication to the latest attempt at 
loudspeaker disturbance. 

It’s a mediocre and awkwardly 
plied pair of pipes that WOR has 
adopted here for a buildup. When 
they attempt to inject a sob, they 
crack, when they attempt to glide 
from one octave to another they go 
flat or stumble and what they try to 
pass off as range is merely a voice 
undecided, whether to become a 
baritone or tenor. 

Pop ballads are Richards’ special- 
ty. They come over sad, more than 
one way. It’s below the usual 
standard maintained by this a 

dec. 


‘Merrymakers’ Gets a 
B. R.; Ben Bard as M. C. 


Los Angeles, Dec. 24. 
*‘Merrymakers,’ KHJ’s CBS Coast 
revue program, which has had no 
regular sponsor, has been taken by 
Union Oil for a year, starting Jan. 
1. Oil company jumps from NBC, 
where it had commercialed the 
Dominoes’ program. ; 
On the new setup Ben Bard will 
go in as permanent m. c., with ne- 
gotiations on for Sterling Halloway, 
now chief comic on the KFWB Hi- 
Jinks. 











Conklin East 


Neil Conklin, CBS band booker, 
has been shifted from Chicago back 
to the network’s New York office. 
Matter of his returning to the 
branch is in doubt, although he had 
asked for permission to come east 
for the holidays. 

Pending a decision regarding his 
return Howard Neumiller, of the 
chain’s musical production staff, is 
handling the band booking on the 
Chicago end. 


KOIL’S NEWSPAPERMAN 
Council Bluffs, Ia., Dec. 24. 

Second newspaperman to land a 
radio head berth here comes with 
KOIL naming John M. Henry, for- 
mer managing editor of the ‘Non- 
pareil,, as managing director suc- 
ceeding Don Searle. 

Station is owned by the Barns- 














dall corporation. 





{ How Kk Works 





Typical example of how 
artists become political foot- 
balls in the NBC Artists’ Ser- 
vice developed last week while 
the agency handling Best 
Foods was trying to frame a 
program for an audition. Dis- 
couraged from getting what it 
wanted, the commercial has 
turned to outside booking 
sources for its show. 

Agency had already picked 
Harry Salter to handle the or- 
chestral assignment and while 
scouting around for a girl 
warbler it peeled an eye on 
Irene Taylor. Obstacle here, 
as it later turned out, was 
that the singer had the wrong 
representative in the artists’ 
bureau. 

Up until the time it turned 
its attention toward Miss Tay- 
lor the agency had been doing 
its talent selection with Er- 
nest Chappell, of the network’s 
booking staff. But Miss Taylor 
along with the Paul Whiteman 
band and the specialists in the 
Whiteman organization were 
under Ed Scheuing’s direction. 

Chappell had proposed An- 
nette Henshaw, who came un- 
der his booking authority. But 
the agency had the girl on an- 
other one of its programs and, 
anyway, it wanted Irene Tay- 
lor. 


For Scheuing the agency’s 
preference developed a _ tick- 
lish situation. Each booker in 
the artists’ service had hisown {4 
accounts to look after and his 
own set of performers to rep- 
resent and for one booker to 
step into the other’s preserves, 
regardless of the fact that all 
concerned are on the same 
payroll, is something that’s 
against the rules. 

Anyway, it was 
Henshaw, or else—and 
agency took the latter. 


Annette 
the 











Indies Take Allen 





(Continued from page 7) 


RKO and Warner theatres, owners 

will have to book indie pictures al- 

most exclusively, but rival theatre 

men are worrying about how the 

new house will undersell them, 
Hat Picked Titles 

Four owncrs of leading nabe cir- 
cuits have teamed up in the newly 
organized Atlen Theatre, Inc. Offi- 
cers include Max Lefkowitz, pres.; 
P. E. Essick, vice-pres.; M. B. Hor- 
witz, sec.; Meyer Fine, treasurer. 
Operators st first differed on their 
titles, but finally settled it by pick- 
ing them out of a hat. W. C. Wat- 
son, former manager of RKO Hip, 
will be house manager, with Har- 
lend Fend as p. a. 

Loew's apparently so wiliing to 
get rid of some of its houses, cut- 
ting its local lot down to six the- 
atres, that it allowed the same new 
compétitors tc buy up the Doan and 
Liberty, both neighborhoods. 

RKO has also shaken up its cir- 
cuit here by dropping vaudeville at 
the Palace, for years the town’s 
show spot, and reopening the Hip- 
podrome with a vaude policy. Hip, 
working on a five standard acts ba- 
sis on a $2,500 budget, opened this 
week with Billy House, Ruth Roye, 
Ross Wyse, jr., and family, James 
Evans, Jess Libonati and ‘Unwrit- 
ten Law’ (Majestic). Frank Hines 


continuing as manager. House is 
scaled at 15-25 in afternoons and 
40 cents top at nights. Palace is 


going into straight pics, but will 
get the cream of the product be- 
tween the two houses. For its in- 
augural bill without vaudeville this 
week, Palace put on ‘Little Orphan 
Annie’ and ‘Half-Naked Truth,’ 
making its first double feature pro- 
gram in house's history, but de- 
signed for both kids (‘Annie’) in 
afternoon and adults at night. 
Establishment of a foreign film 
house in the downtown Terminal, 
opening Jan. 1, is the final develop- 
ment in Cieveland’s earthquake of 
theatre changes. E. M. Newman, 
wealthy drama patron, who dropped 
a load of dough trying to keep arty 
little tl.catres going a couple of 
years ago, is backing Edward Flan- 
nigan in the new foreign film 
venture. 


HANDBOOK FOR 
RADIO CHUMPS 


Dec. 24 

A shrewd observer of the 
situation as enunciated two car. 
dinal points to be considered by 
anybody doing business with the 
radio department of an advertising 


agency. If the well-known run- 
around is suspected it may be con. 
firmed by getting the answers to a 
couple of questions that go direct 
to the heart of matters. 

(1) Find out the personal friend- 
ships that may mean more than 
any possible business argument. 

(2) Find cut how the agency 
stands with the advertiser. Is the 
agency afraid to submit an idea to 
its client? 

In view of the depreciation on 
serge pants and the vast amount of 
time wasted in ante rooms as well 
as the expense, labor, nerve strain, 
and heartaches involved and the 
number of hopeful persons trying 
to crash radio these hints may be 
taken as the foundation for a hand- 
book for radio chumps. 





Chicago, 


radio 


Loyalties 


Personal friendship often is just 
that. It does not necessarily mean 
the kicking back of percentage. A 
fraternity brother, a drinking pal, 
and, of course, one of the wives’ 
relatives, all have edges. 

Most vital in any radio deal is 
the delicate relationship existing 
between the agency and the ac- 
count. This is hard to ascertain, 
but all-important. If the agency is 
shaky and apt to lose the account 
it is overly-cautious, hesitates to 
suggest even demonstrably good 
ideas, pussyfoots on all issues and 
waits for the advertiser to take the 
initiative. Thus in some cases a 
man with an idea is merely wast- 
ing his time at the agency, but 
could make a quick deal if con- 
tacting the advertiser direct. Per- 
sonal angles, eccentricities, all fig- 
ure in dealing with an advertiser. 

Put it all together and it spells 





confusion, delay, headaches, mys- 
tery—and applesauce. 
NEW CANNING FIRM 
J. Walter Leopold, long Emma 
Carus’ accompanist, is v. p. of a 
new broadcasting records firm 


which is aimed to ‘can’ air programs 
right off the ether. 

Dr. W. H. Voeller heads the oute 
fit. He was last with Paramount. 





Woodbury’s Drama Team 


In addition to Morton Downey, 
Donald Novis, Leon Belasco orches- 
tra and David Ross, Woodbury Soap 
when it opens on NEC Jan. 4 will 
include dramatic bits. 

Romantic interludes will be play- 
ed by Elsie Hitz and Ned Weaver. 


lle 








I’ve HIRED Santa Claus and Father 
Time this week. Their job is to 
wish you A Merry Xmas and A Happy 
New Year. 


Don 
estor 


HOTEL LEXINGTON 
48th St. at Lexington Av. 
NEW YORK 
VICTOR RECORDS 


ON WEAF 
AND WOR 
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PICK and PAT 
MALONE PADGETT 
Tune in for a Million Laughs 


Known to the Radio World as 





‘Molasses and January’ 


in 
Maxwell House Show Boai 
WEAF, THURSDAYS, 9 P.M. 





as 
‘Sooty & Box Car’ 
in 
Macy Minstrels Friendship Town 
WOR, Tues.8:30 pm. | WJZ, Tues. 9:30 p.m. 


PAT and PICK 


as 
‘Pick and Pat’ 
in 
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EARL HINES | 


AND HIS N.B.C. ORCHESTRA 
Appearing Nightly at Grand Terrace Cafe, Ohicaco 
| Management, EDWARD FOX 
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Best Air Acts 





(Continued from page 32) 


Oklahoma City ‘Times’ flashes, 
‘Tarzan of the Apes,’ ‘Steamboat 
Bill,’ Skirvin Hotel orchestra, Ro- 
rabaugh-Brown Shopper as samples 
of strong local interest, superseding 
Jolson, Lucky Strike, Cities Service 
and First Nighter who also rate. 
The cornbelt is likewise loyal and 
fanatically partial to the home- 
grown Crescent Macaroni & Crack- 
er Co.’s Tuesday-Friday afternoon 
sessions from WOC-WHO (Daven- 


port, Ia.) with variety entertain- 
ment. They've hit their 80th pro- 
gram to date. American Legion 


Sunday afts also hits out far and 
wide, but curiously enough one of 
the few spots to highlight Walter 
Winchell’s chatter gossip is from 
the same sector. 

In Des Moines, Fay Hough Mc- 
Carthy and Leone Blivens are 
catching on with their ‘Millie and 


Madge’ sketch: as is Paul Ochil- 
tree, tenor; Blue Birds, musical 
act. 


Sioux Falls, S. D., has displaced 
A&A with Cantor and Wynn, but 
Louisiana still clings to Amos ‘'n’ 


Andy. 
S. A. Side 


The s. a. angle in radio is re- 
ported through loss of interest in 
Kate Smith since her appearance 





Typical Kids’ Show 


‘Crime Club.’ 
‘March of Time.’ 
‘Witches’ Tale.’ 
‘Sherlock Holmes.’ 
‘Skippy.’ 

Uncle Don. 

Lone Wolf Tribe. 
Children’s Hour. 
Lonesome Cowboy. 
‘Little Orphan Annie.’ 
‘Chandu.’ 

‘The Shadow.’ 











in person in Paramount’s ‘Big 
Broadcast’ film, although more 
striking is that interest in the ‘La 
Palina’ songstress has fallen off 
since the switch in her broadcast 
time. Again that’s evidence of the 
time-clock habit and public con- 
venience as to day and hour. 

In addition to the other high- 
lighted chain features, rated in the 
second annexed box tabulation, 
other local favs are ‘Painted 
Dreams’ and ‘Over the Footlights’ 
sketches from WGN which click 
with the Chi and adjacent terri- 
tory; ‘Vox Populi,’ ‘Uncle Sammy’ 





TOM KENNEDY 


“VORKO” 
Palace Theatre Bldg. 


RADIO 
RUBES 


LOEW’S NEWARK, NOW 
(Week Dec. 23) 


LOEW’S CENTURY, 
MORE 





BALTI- 


(Week Dec. 30) 

















“THE GREATEST NOVELTY 
TRIO ON THE AIR” 


Wish You! and You! and YOU! 
A Merry Xmas 
and 
A Happy New Year 


DON-HALL TRIO 


TUNE IN 

























7:30 A. M. 
WJZ 
Tues., Wed., Thurs., Fri., Sat., 
N. B. C. NETWORK 
M. Gale, 600 Lenox Ave., New York 
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“SWEETHEARTS OF THE AIR” 
MAY SINGHI PETER 


BREEN a DE ROSE 


ENTERING 10TH YEAR OF RADIO 
Met. NBC Artists’ 


Bureau 








Typical Male Bill 


WOR Minstrels. 

Rudy Vallee. 

Lawrence Tibbitts. 

Lowell Thomas. 

Show Boat. 

Eugene and Willie Howard. 

Groucho and Chico Marx. 

Julia Sanderson and Frank 
Crumit. 

Ed Wynn, 

Eddie Cantor. 

Singin’ Sam. 

Jack Pearl. 











‘Polly of Hollywood’ around 
Texas; Mary (Stein) Louise, Jolly 
Cokeman, Pietro d’Alfonso orches- 
tra, and Billy Lossez band, around 
Rhode Island. 

Buffalo likes Jack and Loretta 
Clemens, Kenneth Hines and Jack 
Valentine, locally; the Capitol sec- 
tor brags only one local star, Mar- 
guerite Cromwell, soprano. Wis- 
consin’s capital offers Buckman’s 
Musicale (Francis Slightman, 
tenor; Dave Welton, Jimmy Don- 
ahue, pianists) and Tony Salerno’s 
Gypsy Melodians as the local pride. 
The Lehigh Valley fishes for Andy 
Mansfield out of WLW, Cincy, but 
otherwise is chain-dependent. 


and 


Coast Features 


The Pacific Slope concedes Can- 
tor, Pearl, Wynn and A&A, but 
also has its own coast features 
such as the Blue Monday Jamboree 
(KFRC, Frisco), Richfield News 
Flashes (L. A.), Associated Spot- 
light Revue and ‘One Man’s Fam- 
ily,’ which hit up into the north- 
west where also the ‘Voice of Fire- 
stone’ is a preferred. 

Seattle’s Lieut.-Gov.-elect Vic 
Meyers who also is a bandleader is 
a particular local pride and the 
northwest also goes for the drama- 
tized ‘Pioneers’; Johnny Robinson’s 
band, ‘Little Orphan Annie’. (NBC 
chain), and the Demi-Tasse Revue 
with Phil Harris and Earl Burnt- 
nett’s bands. 

Around Southern California, the 
Lucky Strike Secret Service drama- 
lets find willing ears but KF WB's 
Hi- Jinks revue, Frank Watahabe 
and the Hon. Archie (comedy serial 
out of KNX), English Coronets, 
KHJ’s Merrymakers revue, CBS’ 
coast network’s Happy-Go-Lucky 
Hour and the Optimistic Doughnut 
Revue are other striking outstand- 
ers for which the _ transplanted 
Kansans and Iowans, now dom- 
iciled around Los Angeles, are 
pushovers. 

The Coast slant on radio is cov- 
ered in the following commentary 
from ‘Variety’s’ Hollywood bureau: 


Hollywood Comment 


Jack Pearl and Ed Wynn run 
about neck and neck, the former 
nosing out probably on the time 
element. Wynn hits the coast at 





Typical Femme 





Ben Alley. 

Baby Rose Marie. 
Voice of Experience. 
Al Jolson. 

Paul Whiteman’s Band. 
Lonesome Cowboy. 
Johnny Marvin. 

Street Singer. 

Ruth Etting. 

Abe Lyman Orchestra. 
Kate Smith. 

Tom Noonan. 














Familiar Music 
‘ 


six o’clock and Pearl a half hour 
later, an important half hour in 
getting more people home to their 
radios. 

CBS gets an easy third spot with 
Myrt and Marge, yet considering 
it’s a six times a week program it 
no doubt has more listeners over 
the week than any of them, Eddie 
Cantor is rising in popularity, to 
get in fourth spot, while Amos ‘n’ 
Andy, once the prime chain feature 
here drops below ‘March of Time.’ 

Los Angeles which is nuts for the 
serial fodder is strong for the Lucky 
Strike secret service stories, which 
currently just about top the 
comedy bridge serial, Easy Aces. 
Of the chain music the Album of 
is far ahead but in 





A. KUZNETZOFF 


with “JOLLY RUSSIANS” from 
RUSSIAN KRETCHMA (Rest) 244 E. 14th St. 
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popularity cannot get above the 
comedy and dramatic material. 
Favorite band currently is the coast 
emanator Ted Fiorito. 


‘Of the eight leaders in local pro- 
grams six of the spots are filled 
with the revue-vaude type to which 
the coast is switching in appeal 
from the many serials of which the 
Pacific slope hag been overrun. 


‘Blue Monday Jamboree over the 
coast CBS, a topper among the 
locals, has slipped to fourth place 
with the KFWB Hi-Jinks now head 
and shoulders above any of its com- 
petitors. Frank Watanabe and Hon. 
Archie, a nightly Japanese school- 
boy alfair, that has been on KNX 
for two years, gets second spot with 
another serial English Coronets, 
KFWB, dramatic continuity based 
on the reign of Queen Elizabeth, 
steadily building. Spotting of this 
on Sunday nights immediately fol- 
lowing the station’s Hi-Jinks may 
have a lot to do with the listeners 
keeping their dials turned to this 
station.’ 

Many Others 


Others on the air who seemingly 
enjoy a sizeable national vogue, if 
not as distinguished as the others, 
judging by the multiplicity of their 
mentions include: 

Leopold Stokowski and the Phil- 
adelphia Symphony,’ Armour, Lopez, 
Blackstone Cigar (Crumit and 
Sanderson), Clicquot Club Eskimos 
(Harry Reser), Willie and Eugene 
Howard, ‘Sherlock Holmes,’ Roxy 
Gang, Capitol Theatre Family, 
Wayne King orchestra (Lady 
Esther), Howard Barlow’s Colum- 
bia Symphony, Clara, Lu and Em, 
Vic and Sade, Crime Club, Bayer’s 
Aspirin, Fred Allen (Linit), Stoop- 
nagle and Budd, Corn Cob Pipe Club, 
Vaughn de Leath, Mildred Bailey, 
Dr. Spaeth (Tune Detective), Edwin 
. Hill, Morton Downey, ‘Fu Manchu,’ 
Floyd Gibbons, Lawrence Tibbett, 
Cesare Sodero, Little Jack Little, 
Singing Lady (Ireen Wicker), 
‘Country Doctor’ (Listerine), ‘Eve- 
ning in Paris, dramas, Lucky Strike 
Secret Service dramas, Album of 
Familiar Music, Heywood Broun 
(Gen. Electric), The First Nighter. 





Mex XETF Confiscated 


Vera Cruz City, Mex., Dec. 24. 


Radical expropriation laws of 
Vera Cruz have been extended to 
radio stations. First to be con- 
fiscated by the state government 
was station XETF, ‘The Voice of 
Vera Cruz.’ Government explained 
its action with statement that sta- 
tion had been idle for some time be- 
cause it had failed to pay its taxes. 

Law provides that all enterprises 
which suspend activities for any 
reason are liable to expropriation. 

State hasn’t figured out what to 
do with the station. 





Ether ‘Lifetime’ 
Hollywood, Dec. 24. 


A program with a ‘Once in a 
Lifetime’ flavor is to be broadcast 
over KNX, starting early in the 
new year. Picture making satire 
will be in the form of a serial titled 
‘Hollywood Daze.’ 

Serial has been written by Peter 
O. Crotty and will deal with a 
couple of muggs playing extra at 
the various studios. Cast is being 
lined up. 


Voice of Vaseline 


Paul Whiteman’s Protegees will 
be the collective billing for Roy 
Bargy, pianist-arranger of the 
Whiteman orchestra, who heads the 
band; Irene Taylor, Ramona, Peggy 
Healy and Jack Fulton, all of whom 
will be featured on the new Cheese- 
brough vaseline program. 

Walter O’Keefe will m.c. and Al- 
vin Bach, the announcer, will be 
labeled ‘the virile woice of vase- 
line.’ 








PAGE GETS HI-HAT STICK 


Los Angeles, Dec. 24. 


Raymond Paige of KHJ, first lo- 
cal radio conductor to get recogni- 
tion from the hi-hats when, last 
summer, he was allowed a baton for 
the swank HoHywood Bowl con- 
certs, gets a further bid from the 
music elite. 

He will direct one of the concerts 
of the Los Angeles Phittharmonic 
season, opening Jam. 3. None will 
be broadcast. 


TRAPPERS ON NBC 
Fox Fur Trappers, former CBS 
account, has arranged for a niche 
on NBC. It will be an early eve- 
ning spot, with the starting 
Jan. 7. 
Commercial has the Bert Hirsch | 


orchestra and a quertet set. 





date | 


Going Places 





(Continued from page 6) 
Certainly 
bunches 


mount, he can be right. 
they are a lovely picture, 
of them swirling on the Paramount 
stage in their wisely feminine 
dresses. They look extravagant, 
luxurious, deservedly pampered, and 
there are so many of them. 

The girls are the show, whether 


it be in their yellow ruffled frocks 
with the smartly brief black se- 
quined jackets tied blithely at the 
side, or in their stunning, wicked 


red satin draperies tied at one hip 
the better to see their Add 
a couple of triangles of red satin, 
and not in the expected positions, 
for the bodice, and the girls are 
ready for their interpretative bal- 


legs. 


let, which turns out to be calis- 
thenics. Beautiful girls can’t all 


have memories for dance routines. 


The Helen Jackson troupe, not 
so long of limb, can remember 
steps, even imitate a locomotive 


with their tapping, but that’s be- 
cause they are not quite so beau- 
tiful. Their legs would be a little 
handsomer, though, if they'd give 
up the very white make-up they 
use on them and try instead skin 
tones. 

Lillian Shade sings a great many 
songs, too many, all in fitted dress- 
es. Dora Maugham’s chic blonde 
coiffure is as wise as her brown 
satin dress rich with a short mink 
cape. 





Reg’lar Home Girl 


There is now a new nice girl on 
the screen, a sweet girl, a whole- 
some girl, in fact a real home girl. 
She’s called Boots Mallory, but the 
Boots part isn’t from any gay kick- 
ing up of heels or lack of serious- 
ness of purpose. 

Miss Mallory, as she appears in 
‘Handle With Care,’ is a girl with 
all the old-fashioned virtues and a 
bit of the old-fashioned heft. She 
smiles, and it’s a good smile; she 
dances, and it’s good clean dancing. 
She’s kind to little children, casts 
her eyes down modestly when it’s 
mentioned that she might some day 
have little ones of her own, teaches 
her wards to speak pieces, and 
would surely prefer death to dis- 
honor if it were that kind of a pic- 
ture. 

For all her good qualities, Miss 
Mallory is real. Her sweetness is 
not saccharine nor her virtue boast- 
ful. The kind of a girl matrons 
will like, even if the younger gener- 
ation demands someone more spec- 
tacular. 

Miss Mallory is more interested in 
doing good for others than in find- 
ing an individual coiffure for her- 
self or developing a personal style. 
Her hair is neat in conventional 
waves, her clothes discreet, if a lit- 
tle too oldish. She still wears metal 
costume jewelry, and evening wraps 
with short capes. It’s all very well 
to think of others, but young wom- 
en with contours should spend a 
little time figuring out how to mim- 
imize their outlines. White, ruffles, 
and shoulder capes increase size. 


On Capitol Stage 

Taste, chic and showmanship are 
Harriet Hoctor’s precious contribu- 
tions to the Capitol stage show. 
Dancing that is sure, fleet, deli- 
cately graceful, costuming drama- 
tically simple, lighting that cli- 
maxes her sophisticated ideas, 

Miss Hoctor presents three bal- 
lets. All of them have been seen 
before; repetition of numbers so 
exquisitely executed increases their 
interest. Her Raven ballet on a dim 
blue lit stage, its musical accom- 
paniment fading away until just the 
flapping sounds of wings are heard, 
glows with brooding beauty, eerie 
excitement. It is complete, re- 
strained, her best. 

3elle Baker tears emotion out of 
her songs or clowns good-na- 


turedly, svelte in molded black 
chiffon velvet with brilliante out- 
lining its shallow round neck. 


There is a huge salmon chiffon 
colored slippers, effective and be- 
coming ensemble under her blue 


and white twin spot. 





handkerchief to match her salmon | 


‘WLW. NBC’S HEADACHE, 


GETS A SPECIAL RATE 


around the embarrassment 


To get 
of having a client also deal direct 
and independently with WLW, Cine 
cinnati, for a chain commercial ree 
lease, NBC has jacked up the WLW 
rate to the highest figure on the nete 
work ane card and worked out a 
special splitting arrangement with 
the Crosley mouthpiece. By shar- 
ing the card rate above the $50 and 
$25 regular divvy with WLW, NBC 
departs from its previous ironclad 


policy against such special arrange- 
ments and at the same time relieves 
itself of a major headache, 

With two or three exceptions, 
which include Pepsodent (Amos 'n’ 
Andy), WLW has made it a prac- 
tice of charging network accounts 
the full local card rate and collect- 
ing the difference between that 
($1,152) and the NBC fee ($250) 
from the advertiser. Double billing 
for the program release has been 
neither to the liking of the advertis- 
ing agencies, because of the detailed 
explanations they’ve had to render 
their clients about the situation, nor 
to the network itself. 

Under the new arrangement with 
NBC the station goes on the net- 
work rate card as an alternate Cin- 
cinnati outlet with the fees of $990 
an hour, $660 half hour and $440 
quarter hour. Previously the chain 
had carded WLW at $250, $156, and 
$97. Revised WLW rates are the 
highest carried on the NBC card, 
with the Cincinnati 50,000-watter 
getting the difference between the 
old price and the new tabulation, 
Previous highest level on the net- 
work card was $900, $563 and $352 
for either WEAF or WJZ. 

Putting WLW in a class by itself 
leaves WSAI as the Cincy red basic 
station and WCKY, located across 
the river at Covington, Ky., as the 
blue outlet. Crosley also owns 
WSAIL. 

W4JR, Detroit, NBC’s other head- 
ache spot, is also asking for a spe- 
cial deal. 


3 Free Shots if Adv. 
Uses Studio’s Talent 


Chicago, Dec. 24. 
Luxor face powder auditioned 
Harry Sosnick orchestra and Hazel 
Flynn, film critic on the Chicago 
‘American,’ for possible testing over 
WMAQ. 
Station iz reported giving three 
free broadcasts as an inducement 
for the advertiser to use studio. 














EDDIE LEONARD 


THE INTERNATIONAL FAVORITE 
OF MINSTRELSY 
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Season’s Greetings 
May Your Xmas Be Merry! 
Your New Year Be Happy! 
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Prosperity Is at a Premium 
Premium Is of Insurance 
Insurance Is of 
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West Coast's One-Day Bull Market 


For Stage Talent New Year's Eve 


» mene 
| WEAVERS WILDCATTING 


Los Angeles, Dec. 24. 

Coast vaude gets the best single 
day’s break New Year's Eve that it 
has had this year, and acts will dig 
into the night's festivities for their 
heaviest earnings. 

Benefiting along with the acts 
will be the bandmen, Musicians’ lo- 
eal 47 planning now to have be- 
tween 909% and 95% of its 5,000 
membership working that night. 
This is in contrast to the 20% reg- 
ularly employed. 

In only one spot will entertain- 
ment slump under last New Year's 
Eve. That will be in the clubs and 
smaller hotels. Local bookers have 
not been able to make as big a dent 
in these places because of small 
bank accounts and changing man- 
agements. 

Fox West Coast in Southern Cal- 
ifornia will be the largest user of 
added talent for midnight perform- 
ances, 20 of the circuit’s local houses 
now being set for vaude show of 
from five to seven acts, an m, c. 
and a combo band of from five to 
11 pieces. 

Among vther houses that will of- 
fer a flash of vaude to start out the 
new year will be the San Pedro, 
San Pedro; Huntington Park, Hunt- 
ington Park; Santa Barbara, Santa 
Barbara; Fresno, Fresno; Garfield 
and Alhambra, Alhambra, and the 
Strand at Whittier. These houses 
likewise will use five to seven acts, 
m. c. and a band. 


Many Acts Doubling 


One booker will have 26 acts, two 
bands and three femme _ revues 
working in five houses and two 
clubs. 

. In many of the houses lined up 
for New Year's Eve festivities, acts 
will doubie, and in some instances 
play three spots during the night. 
Bookers attribute this to two rea- 
sons, scarcity of novelty acts of 
standout caliber, and tight budgets. 


Club Bookers Hit 


What clubd pusiness there is has 
been cut to the bone. Biggest sale 
made by a booker is a $250 bill to 
an out-of-town Elks club, Booker 
traveled over 400 miles to get the 
date. With his transportation and 
other expenses figured in he’ll come 
out in the red on the date. 

Entertainers who specialize on 
club work are selling for a dime a 
dozen. Few of the dates pay more 
than $2 for a single, $4 for teams 
and $10 for flash acts. With clubs 
wanting a complete show furnished 
for from $50 to $75, bookers get lit- 
tle profit. 

One of ihe mainstays of the club 
bookers, the department store busi- 
ness, went by the wayside this year 
with most of the stores going for 
radio personalities instead of the 
usual circus and other sight stuff 
to please the kids. Last year local 
stores used 60 acts weekly for the 
three weeks previous to Christmas. 
This year around 25 acts have 
played the steres. 





| Hitting the Ozark Belt via Busees— 
Walter Rolls, Advance 





Chicago, Dec. 24. 

Weaver Brothers and Elviry are 
going wildcatting following their 
present bookings for Publix and 
one week for RKO. They have pur- 
chased several trucks and expect 
to hit Missouri, Tennessee, Arkan- 
sas and adjacent areas, 

Walter Rolls will travel in ad- 





vance lining up dates and planting 
publicity. He will have a special 
ballyhoo truck equipped for sound. 

Charles Weaver forced to return 
to home Springfield, Mo., Wednes- 
day account gallstones. 


Butter ‘n’ Eggers 
From Philly Had 
Vode Ideas, but— 


Jack Diamond and William Bailey, 
a couple of would-be showmen from 
Philadelphia, learned all about the 
vaudeville business in a few days 
last week. In fact they learned so 
much about it in that time, they 
decided not to open at all. 
Tney took over the 1,600-seat 
Locust, Philly, with intentions of 
playing $8,000 and $10,000 variety 
bills with talking shorts. Policy 
involved feur-a-day at 75c. top with 
a reserved seat midniter on Sunday 
nights. 
So they came to New York to buy 
an opening show, figuring on start- 
ing Dec. 26 with a four-day week 
and then going to a full week with 
Friday openings. For the four- 
dayer they lined up Cab Calloway’s 
band, Walter O’Keefe and the Pick- 
ens Sisters at the rate of $8,000, 
$4,500 and $1,400, respectively. 
Word of the two Philly butter ’n’ 
eggers spread around Broadway 
pretty fast and before they got on 
the return rattler crowds made up 
mostly of agents were following 
them. 

Calloway, O'Keefe and the Misses 
Pickens are still waiting to hear. 

Diamond is a former song plug- 
ger while Bailey’s normal occupa- 
tion is radio announcer, 


F&M Western Shifts 


Los Angeles, Dec. 24. 

Fanchon & Marco units come out 
of the Paramount, Seattle, and Fox, 
San Diego, Jan. 6 with producers 
adding full week at Empire, San 
Antonio, starting the same day and 
three days at Fox, Phoenix, on Dec. 
30. 
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UNION TIFF SETTLED, 
VAUDE BACK IN NEW’K 


Loew's 





State and Publix-Adams’ 
Paramount theatres, Newark, re- 
turned to vaudeville Friday (23) 
after deciding at the last minute to 





conclude thelr six months’ fight 
with the local musicians’ union. 
Opening bills were booked in on 


three days’ notice by the Loew and 
Dow offices, respectively. 
According to the settlement, the 
union got the decision in the six- 
month battle. Theatres got a 
slight concession, but nowhere near 
what they demanded when tossing 
out the stage shows as a final ulti- 
matum, 
RKO, which participated in the 
circuits’ mutual vaudeville with- 
drawal, declined to return with the 
others this week. It didn't favor the 
terms, in addition to being satis- 
fied with present straight picture 
grosses. 
Theatre objected chiefly to the 
double shifts of pit orchestras de- 
manded by the Newark union, Un- 
der the settlement the double crews 
remain, but the theatres get two 





extra men—14 instead of 12—for the 
same price, $900. 

Union's biggest compromise was 
on the $8,690 it claimed due from 
each theatre on the grounds of 
short notice when the orchestras 
were dropped. This was settled for 
50% per house. This claim held up 
a settlement of the union squabble 
when the theatres were set for a 
vaudeville return two months ago. 
At that time the circuits were 
worried about two independent the- 
atres, Shubert Newark and Essex, 
that had stepped into the breach 
and proceeded to clean up with 
stage shows, while the larger cir- 
cuit houses were forced to remain 
in straight pictures. The circuits’ 
intention now is to wean the New- 
ark vaudeville patronage back. 
Both houses will play five-act 
bills on a full week. 


RKO Farming Act 
To Publix to Pay 
Off Play Dates 


Two of the eight weeks RKO 
owes Olsen and Johnson will be 
paid off with two Publix weeks at 
the act’s RKO salary, $6,000. RKO 
is farming O and J out through 
their agent, Weeden & Schultz, 
with the outside time applying on 
the RKO contract. 

Act opens for Publix Dec. 30 in 
Detroit and plays the following 
week in Indianapolis. RKO will try 
to complete the contract in its own 
theatres if additional outside time 
can’t be obtained, with a Radio 
City placement possbile. 


BECK TACKLES AGENTS 
AFTER R. C. MOVE-OVER 


Martia Beck will take up the 
RKO agents’ situation when the 
booking office moves over to Radio 
City some time next month, but not 
before, he says. He declined in the 
meantime to lend credence to a re- 
port that the intention is to shave 
the number of franchises down to 
seven or eight upon the shift to the 
Massy new quarters overlooking 
the Sixth avenue ‘I...’ 

It will be about the 178th cut in 
RKO agency ranks, always consid- 
ered a delicate operation by who- 
ever happens to be head of the 
booking office at the time. But 
somehow after each cut there's al- 
ways more agents around than be- 
fore. There are 60 odd agents at 
present, 


Chaz Chase Bkpt. 


Chaz Chase has declared himself 
bankrupt, 

Petition filed in New York lists 
liabilities ag $2,441 and assets none. 


























RICHARDS-LENETSKA SPLIT 
Max Richards and Harry Lenetska 
are splitting after a year’s agency 


partnership. 
They’ continue separately as 
RKO agents under thefr own 





franchises, 


——7 


An RKO Route, ‘32 Style 








6 PUBLIX, 1 RKO 


RKO Booker Has 6-1 Weekend 








Dates With Rival Chain 





Chicago, Dec. 24. 
Of seven weekend dates booked 
by Dick Bergen of the RKO floor, 
six are Publix and only one RKO 

houses, 
DeKalb, 
Cedar 
Publix houses. 


Joliet, Muncie, Marion, 
Rapids and Davenport are 
Springfield is RKO. 


$3 Daily Acts 
Kills Off Vode 
In Upstate N. Y. 


Saranac Lake, N. Y., Dec. 24. 


Bad shows and terrible salaries 
caused vaudeville roadshows quit- 
ting upstate playing. 

For the past six months five act 
vaudeville shows were booked here 
by Mrs. Anna G. Merrill of the Bos- 
ton RKO office through John Van 
Arnam, Syracuse, N. Y. The Bos- 
ton RKO office taking the first 
commissions and the Van Arnam 
exchange its cut-in, it left coffee- 
and for the actors. 

Many acts stated their salary 
averaged $3 a day per head, 

Shows here averaged 10-12 peo- 
ple and a five-piece orchestra that 
traveled intact. Some theatres 
played the shows on percentage; 
others paid a flat $175 a day, out 
of which came the double commis- 
sions, also the traveling expenses, 








the balance going to the acts andj 


musicians. As the acts stated, it 
was ‘terrible money.’ 

Shows jumped from Boston to 
the opening point, Gloversville, N. 
Y., then played Massena, Saranac 
Lake, Ogdensburg, Watertown and 
Pottstown, N. Y¥. The acts then 
were sent to other stands that paid 
the same kind of money, $3 a day. 


4 NATHANSON MONTR’L 
HOUSES ADD VODE SPLIT 


Four of the N. L. Nathanson 
houses in Montreal in the United 
Theatre chain, swing to vaudeville 
Saturday (24). Each will play five 
acts four days a week, with the 
other half straight films. Compara- 
tive results will be studied. 

Shows will be sent up to Mont- 











High Finance by Threesome Leaves Low Net 


-+ a 


A typical 1932 ‘route’ on the RKO 
time is the following, concluded re. 
cently by the Three French Misses, 
They are three girls in an aerial act, 
with a fourth member traveling, 
They received 10 weeks of work, 
playable in 15, which necessitated 
laying off five weeks or 30% 
time. 


of the 


Total salary for the bookings 
was $2,478.60. 

oxpenses, outside of living, on a 
10 weeks’ basis, were: 
Commissions (10°) ........ $247.86 
Pe Se eC sc aeee eoccsceess 600.00 
Baggage hauling cecceceecsss 60.00 
Excess baggage ..... evcssece 120.00 

nn Sy ew ae woke cee ie <a $1,027.86 


Expenses of $1,027.86 from 
$2,478.60 salary left $1,450.74. 


the 
Di- 


vided over 10 weeks, it averared 
$145.07 per week for the act, or 
$48.35 for each girl. Out of that 
they had to pay room, board and 
living expenses for themselves and 
the fourth member traveling with 


them. 

They also had to deduct for back- 
stage tips, keeping costumes clean 
and in repair and other necessary 
expenses. Anything beyond bare 
living and professional costs are 
not included in the figures., 

Figures also omit the overhead 
for the five layoff weeks, during 
which living expenses went on just 
the same. 

At the finish the French 
found that playing the route 
cost them money. 

But the scenery was beautiful. 


F.&M. INTO PAR, 
N. Y.; ALBEE, 
BKLYN 


Paramount, New York, and the 
Albee, Brooklyn, may take Fanchon 
& Marco stage shows regularly, 
with two houses giving F&M its 
most important New York repre- 
sentation units have ever had. Two 
F&Ms have already been set with 
both houses. First is ‘Desert Song,’ 
to play the Par, N. Y., Feb. 3, and 
the Albee, Brooklyn, Feb. 11. The 
other is the ‘Whoopee’ unit, for New 
York April 28 and Brooklyn May 6. 

Paramount on Broadway is a 
Publix de luxer which has always 
staged its own units, while Albee is 
RKO'’s major vaudfilm in Greater 
New York, a weekly changer. 

At present F&M shows are not 
playing any theatre in New York. 
They went out of the Fox, Brooklyn, 
two weeks ago on a cancellation by 
the house. 


Misses 
had 














real by Arthur Fisher from New 

York. Along with the Gotham, Bertell With Hart 

137th street and B’way, N. Y., Max Hart has added Jack Bertell 
which starts a split week policy of|to his staff as junior partner. 

four acts today (24), Fisher's book 3ertell has been an indie club 
increases to 22 theatres. agent in the past. 





Inside Stuff-Vaude 


An agent going through his contract files discarded 40 legal papers 


with as many acts who were signed 


to him but who, somehow or other, 


not only left him but have been shifting around with several! business 


representatives. 


Conditions prompted the agent to tear up the documents, rather than 


be annoyed. 





Fanchon & Marco is awaiting word from attorneys whether litigation 
shall be instituted against the Fox, Brooklyn, under breach of contract as 


a result of the house’s dumping of 
notice. On advice of counsel, F&M 


shows on a two weeks’ 
sritton 


F&M unit 
sent in the Frank and Milt 


unit Friday (16), as usual, house’s refusal to let it in technically estab- 


lishing the breached contract. 


Also, F&M instructed its company manager with that unit to make @ 
complete report attendant upon taking the show to the Fox, Brooklyn, 
and refusal of management to play it. 

F&M's contract with the house calls for a notice of one year which 


must be posted with F&M prior to Sept. 1 and date from then on. 


Con- 


tention is that the shows should be in the house until Sept. 1, 1934, under 


the terms of the contract, 





Vaude agents are squawking that the bookers all want radio names 
and they can’t offer them as both major networks have their talent ticd 


up. 


Bookers seem committed to the idea that the radio favs are the best 


variety boxoffice around. 





An oid silent ‘Mickey Mouse’ cartoon comedy is run between the sec- 


ond and third acts of the F&M ‘Sally’ unit in accordance with the 


roy- 


alty arrangement fixed on the basis, that the show be given in conjunc- 


tion with screen entertainment, 
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BROADWAY ‘SPITE’ SALARIES 





Series of Mishaps 
Mark F&M Sally 
Champ Jonah Unit 


Minneapolis, Dec. 24. 
As result of a train of unfortu- 
nate experiences, Fanchon-Marco 
are dubbing ‘Sally’ their prize hard 


luck unit. 
Coming into Minneapolis as a 


road attraction at $1.65 top, ‘Sally’ 
encountered 15 below zero weather, 
the lowest December temperature 
in 20 years, together with a flu epi- 
demic and other eceptionally ad- 
verse pre-Christmas influances. In 
consequence, the show played to 
what is believed to be a record 


small gross for a musical attraction 
of this caliber, doing but $2,300 for 
the seven nights and three matinees 
at the Shubert theatre. Of this 
amount the show took 60% 

On Wednesday Mary Eaton, the 
gtar, informed the management that 
illness would prevent her from ap- 
pearing during the balance of the 
week. The management did not re- 
gard Miss Eaton’s condition as suf- 
ficiently serious to keep her out of 
the cast, but she remained out just 
the same. On Thursday her under- 
gstudy took ill. Manager A. G. Bain- 
bridge of the Shubert, however, dug 
up Mildred Billert, who conducts a 
dancing school and who has played 
the Eaton role before. So the show 
went on. 

Thursday one of the chorus girls 
was taken to the General hospital 
suffering from double pneumonia, 
and when the show departed for 
Milwaukee Sunday it had to leave 
her behind. She is still in a serious 
condition. F&M directed that a day 
and night nurse be engaged for her 
at their expense, 

The Minneapolis disasters cli- 
maxed a series of adverse happen- 
ings which have dogged the show 
on its tour from the west coast. 
Just before the attraction reached 
here, Jack Waldron, the principal 
comedian, playing the Leon Errol 
role, was stricken with the flu at 
Cedar Rapids, Ia., and had to be 
left there. His part was played by 
an understudy here. 

At Davenport, Ia., the property 
man was sent to the hospital with 
the flu. One of the chorus girls, 
suffering with flu, was left at the 
city hospital in Clinton, Ia. Two 
chorus men, suffering from bad 
colds and other indispositions, were 
sent back from Clinton to their 
homes in California. 





WRONG PAT ROONEY, 
WANTS 4006 DAMAGES 


Hollywood, Dec. 24. 
Charles O’Leary, local attorney, 
acting as court commissioner, has 


been taking depositions in the N. Y. 
Supreme Court libel suit brought by 
Pat Rooney, vaudeville actor, 
against the Associated Press, for 
$250,000 and the Brooklyn ‘Eagle’ 
for $150,000, arising out of the AP 
story in ihe ‘Eagle’ in March of 
last year about the drunk driving 
arrest of one, Pat Rooney, cowboy 
heavy, here. ‘Eagle’ story is al- 
leged to have said it was the vaude- 
Ville star. 

It will take O'Leary a week to get 
depositions. 


Canten’s Vode Test 


Canton, O., Dec. 24. 
First stage shows in more than 
two years at the Palace with Ned 
Norworth’s revue, along with the 
usual film. George Delis, manager, 
states the presentation policy will 











determine the new policy’s per- 
manency, 
Palace reopened three weeks ago, | 


A. G. 
lessee, 


Constant, of Steubenville, 





BUDDY ROGERS ACT 


Screen Juve Back in Vaude Sans 
His Band 





Buddy Rogers, out of films again, 
breaks in a new vaudeville act Jan. 
13 for Loew in Cleveland. He has 


another Loew week, Feb. 3, in 
Washington, but nothing set yet in 
between. Charlie Yates is agenting 
the picture juve. 

Rogers carries two other men in 
the new act and works with the 
house orchestra on the stage, 


Bill Howard’s Illness 
Makes Leffler Only 
RKO Booker-Agent 


Dolf Leffler temporarily returned 
to the RKO vaudeville book last 
week as a substitute for Bill How- 


ard during the latter’s illness. As 
agent member of the Weber-Simon 
agency, Leffler became the first in 
booking office annals to both sell 
and buy his own acts at the same 
time. 

Leffler joined Weber-Simon when 
declared out in the booking office 
shakeup three weeks ago. 


MARY GARDEN’S $3,500 
TO PROVE WORTH 56’S 


Mary Garden will play the Capi- 
tol, New York, for one or two weeks 
commencing Dec. 30 for $3,500 per, 
but after that she won't take less 
than $5,000. 

The former opera and concert 
star accepted her first pop priced 
theatre booking through Charlie 
Yates for $3,500 to prove that she’s 
worth $1,500 more, she says. 

Capitol contract ts for one week, 
with Loew holding an option for 
another in case the bill holds over. 














Stormy Harris-Thurston 
Union Ends in Divorce 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 24. 

Jane Thurston Harris, daughter 
of Howard Thurston, the magician, 
was granted a divorce here last 
week from Harry Harris, son of 
Pittsburg’s first theatrical family. 
Decree was granted after Judge 
James H. Gray had considered the 
testimony for several weeks. 

Mrs. Harris accused her husband 
of ripping off her clothing in front 
of guests, blacking her eyes and 
drinking to excess. The romance 
started when Jane appeared here 
with her father’s act in 1929 and 
led to three separate marriages, the 
last of which was performed at a 
church ceremony in Newport, Ky. 

They separated frequently due to 
her husband’s cruelty and drunk- 
eness, Jane testified. A high-spot 
of their turbulent marriage was in 
a Detroit hotel two years ago when 
Thurston discharged a _ tear-gas 
‘fountain pen’ in his son-in-law’s 
face, blinding him permanently in 
one eye. The magician, with two 
broken ribs, claimed he fired in 
self-defense, 

Harris did not contest the suit. 











RKO’S AMATEURS 


Nabes to Add One or Two Nightly 
Frolics Via Henry Bellitt 








Henry Bellitt, RKO agent, will 
book amateur stage shows one or 
two nights weekly in some of the 
RKO New York neighborhood 
straight picture houses. starting 
next month. 

Shows will comprise a couple of 
professional ‘amateurs’ mixed with 
local simon-pures, 





Powell With F&M 
Walter Powell, who took over 
Benny Meroff’'s band combination, 
is booked for a Fanchon & Marco 
unit through Leddy & Smith. 
Powell’s band 1s currently at the 
Par, Newark. 


—-——+¢ 


AGREEMENT ON 
NAMES A BUST 


With Pact Off It’s Every 
Man for Himself on At- 
tractions — Agreement 
Lasted a Month—Cantor- 

| Jessel at $14,000, Jolson 

| $12,000, Mary Garden, 
$3,500 


——_—— 


LOEW-PUBLIX PEEVED 





That four-circuit agreement on 
salaries for ‘names,’ entered into 
by Loew, RKO, Publix and War- 
ners for the purpose of chopping 
down what they regarded as ab- 
normal prices for stage attractions, 
is a bust already. 

Instead of co-operating, the book- 
ing offices are now peeved at each 
other. And the madder they get 
the higher the salaries go. Latest 
indications are that salaries will 
soar above the pre-pact level if the 
circuits don’t cool off. 

The big burn is between Loew 
and Publix over their Capitol and 
Paramount theatres on Broadway. 
The Par stepped out and lined up 
five heavy money stage shows in a 
row with total disregard for the 
agreement. The Capito) is counter- 
ing with its own flock of fancy 
priced specialty bills, in retaliation, 
for protection and for spite. 

This week the Par has Ear! Car- 
roll’s ‘Vanities’ at $12,000. Capitol is 
countering with its own $12,000 line- 
up, comprising Belle Baker, Harriett 
Hoctor, Paul Ash’s band and Bill 
Robinson. Next week (30) the Par 
plays Lou Holtz and Peggy Hop- 
kins Joyce at $4,000 and $2,000, re- 
spectively, while the Capitol goes 
on another $12,000 bender with Mary 
Garden, Phil Baker, Rex Weber, 
George Givot and the Boswell Sis- 


ters. Miss Garden is making her 
first pop priced appearance at 
$3,500. 


Backgrounding the Broadway sal- 
ary battle next week will be the 
two Radio City theatre openings, 
with some nifty salaries prevailing 
over there, too. 


Headliners at $12,000 and $14,000 


For succeeding weeks the Para- 
mount has Cantor-Jessel at $14,000 
and Al Jolson at $12,000. So for the 
Capitol has nothing set beyond next 
week’s bill, which may hold over, 
but the Loew office is in a panic for 
material to oppose the Par’s strong 
line-up. 

Loew is said to have the biggest 
mad on and is reported claiming a 
double-x all around. Loew was re- 
garded as the leading factor in the 
agreement, which was proposed and 
adopted after the circuits, princi- 
pally Loew itself, had found that 
some salaries were getting beyond 
control. 

The salary agreement proposition 
went so far that the participants 
discussed a plan for establishment of 
a mutual bureau or clearing house 
for all stage bookings, but this was 
dropped when the circuits figured 
they could control salaries just as 
well by cordial co-operation. 

No Surprise 


In lasting about a month, the 
agreement stopped a couple of 
months sooner than had gen- 


erally been expected among the 
vaudeville people. In the past all 
such pacts have been broken when 
one member found it necessary to 
break the rules in order to get an 
act that it wanted. That’s what 
happened to this one. 

Caught in the middle of the sal- 
ary spite battle on Broadway is 
Arthur Klein’s two-a-day vaude- 
ville venture, which opened Mon- 
day (26) at the Broadway theatre, 
with the acts on percentage. Klein 
started while the salary agreement 
was still in effect and was said to 
have figured on obtaining attrac- 
tions more easily than normally by 
getting them on the rebound from 
the co-operative circuits. With the 





circults now on the outs, it’s every | paying 








A 30c Agent 


Attempting to collect their 
$3 salary from a New York 
indie booker for a Sunday date 
they had played, a three-man 
act was told to ‘forget it.’ 
When insisting on being paid 
they were informed it might 
affect their status in the of- 
fice. 

But they still wanted their 
money, refusing to be awed by 
possible loss of the other two 


days on the indie booker’s 
book, 

‘All right,’ said the indie 
booker, ‘if that’s the way you 


feel about it, I'll pay you. But 
if that’s the kind of guys you 
are I’m going to deduct my 
30ec commission. 











Yorke and King Donate 
Their Xmas Wk. Salary 
To Xmas Charity Fund 


Chic Yorke and Rose King turned 
their current week’s salary at 
Loew’s State, New York, over to 
the Actor’s Dinner Club for free 
Christmas dinners. 

It’s the first time the veteran 
team has accepted a Christmas 
week booking in many years. 


COLDS AND FLU CAUSE 
DROPOUTS; OTHERS ILL 


Colds and fiu last week caused 
two acts to fall out of the Albee, 
Brooklyn, Rernice Clair dropping 
out Monday and Benny Ross the 
next day. Both flu. In addition to 











More Acts Will 
Sue RKO; Pearce 
Settles for 16 


RKO changed its mind again last 
week over the Nayan Pearce-Jay 
Velie suit against the booking of- 
fice, deciding to settle after suit had 
been filed. Settlement figure is 
$1,000. 

Result of the Pearce case sent a 
flock of RKO’s obligation acts and 
producers scurrying to lawyers. 
They were awaiting the outcome of 
the Pearce suit, which was the first 
filed against the circuit out of some 
$300,000 in booking office obliga- 
tions to vaudeville acts. 

Miss Pearce’s attorney, Samuel 
Spring, filed civil action in the 
Bronx two days before RKO de- 
cided to settle out of court. Pre- 
viously the RKO theatre and legal 
departments had advised settlement 
but Martin Beck opposed any com- 
promise. After suit was filed Eddie 
Keller, Miss Pearce’s RKO agent, 
was called in and informed he 
would lose his franchise if the 
dancer refused to settle. 

Among other cases in preparation 
is Maurice’s Golden for $10,000. The 
producer claims this is due for time 
owed to two acts, Golden Blondes 
and Lamb and Bellitt. 

Giovanni, the European pick- 
pocket act, imported for RKO 
vaudeville by Beck, has filed one of 
the latest claims. He contends he 
has 10 weeks coming. 


NO REMARRIAGE FOR 











Harrison and Montrose as a replace- 
ment, Smith and Dale worked an 
afterpiece, instead, with the girl in 
Ross’ act. 

Reis and Dunn also flu victims. 
Al Segal, who insisted on working 
against doctor’s orders, is confined 
to his hotel with a cold. 

Iiiness forced Gold and Raye out 
of the Paradise, Bronx. 

Another on _ sick list 
Baker, abed with bad cold. 


Sam Thall East as RKO 
Transportation Head 





is Phil 








After 20 years in Chicago as 
Keith and RKO’s western trans- 
portation head, Sam Thall is mov- 
ing east to settle in the New York 
RKO office in the same capacity, 
but for the whole circuit. 

Thall will buy the tickets and ar- 
range for the jumps for the acts on 
RKO bookings. Due to the little 
time now on the books, RKO de- 
cided to dispense with the Chicago 
ticket office and combine the east- 
ern and western departments in 
New York. 

Harry Wright, who came from 
the Pennsylvania R.R. as Van 
Dien’s successor in the New York 
job four months ago, goes out when 
Thali steps in Jan. 3. 





Gregory Ellis Burned 


Gregory Ellis, long a Loew man- 
ager and most recently at the Plaza, 
Corona, L. L., was badly burned in 
an explosion at the home of his sis- 
ter, Mrs. George Reed, Akron, O., 
last week. 

Confident he will recover, but 
doubt as to whether or not his face 
will be badly scarred. 





booker for himself, including the 
circuit’s bookers. 


Sketches for Arthur Klein’s two- 


a-day try at the Broadway, New 
York, will break in under direction 
of Homer Mason (Mason and 
Keeler), who will be in charge of 
staging se sketches, One of the 
Arthur Fisher houses, the Wash- 
ington, uptown at 149th street and 
Amsterdam avenue, N. Y., will be 
used, 


will stand the cost ! 
iries, the break 
throug! 


The Broadway 
of seripts ond sal 
get a break 


on props, eic, 





| 
'in house to 
off on 


STROUD-BUT NEW BABY 


Detroit, Dec. 24, 

Denying he ig to remarry Betty 
Wheeler, Clarence Stroud, playing 
the Fox theatre here last week, 
stated he was still married to Beth 
Dodge. He revealed that Beth is in 
Chicago at the present time await- 
ing the arrival of a child expected 
about Fep. 1. 

Streud claims he has not seen or 
heard from Betty Wheeler for at 
least two years, 

After divorcing Clarence Stroud, 
Betty Wheeler, who was originally 
married to Bert Wheeler, married 
Lione] Kaye. Betty is divorcing 
Kaye and announced in New York 
she intended to re-marry Stroud. 

Unusual engle was the local 
meeting of the two ex’s. Both were 
present at a midnight show here 
the other night and introduced each 
other. Kaye was working at the 
Loop theatre here. 








Minor Jam-Up 





Worcester, Mass., Dec. 24. 

Owing to the ilness of Ralph 
McGowan, rep. for the Arthur the- 
atres, the district court has post- 
poned hearing on an alleged viola- 
tion of the child labor law until 
Jan. 4, when McGowan has agreed 
to appear without summons. He is 
confined to his bed at present. 

Infraction was the appearance of 
Theodore McDaniels with the F-M 
unit headed by Ted Healy. State 
inspector warned the management, 
but the boy appeared at the Satur- 
day shows when a warrant was 
served and the minor was taken off 
the bill for the remainder of the 
engagement. 


Two Who Were Clawed 


Out of Hosp, Recovering 


Henrietta Henry and Anna Mae 
Grayce, who were clawed by a lion 
backstage at Warners’ Ritz, Eliza- 








beth, N. J., Dee. 16, returned to 
their homes in New York after a 
week at Elizabeth General hospita’, 
They’re still confined to bed but 
recovering. Miss Henry was the 
}more seriously injured, being se- 
verely clawed about the legs. Both 
‘irls were playing the Ritz in 
George Choos’ ‘Five Stars’ unit 
‘when the accident occurred, 
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38 VARIETY VAUDE HOUSE REVIEWS Tuesday, December 27, 1932 
i cntiietnitaate — . a i ——————————————————— c]e] out 4 
apa = os ace a mene: eo All of the troupe sit dumbly on the ACADEMY, N. Y. stick material kept the crowd up te 
stage from the rise to the fall of the applause pitch. The act closed on 
curtain, using a cabaret set. Those Attempting to shave the weekly|a gag of apparently throwing the 
E WV C I S not soloing sway to the music overhead on the stage bill they cut | foil bodily into the audience, which 
| | the turn being played and get plenty | the regular vaude stuff down to/|startled the fans, but it wos just a 
—s === lof exercise from the hips up, but it| three turns the current half and | dummy dressed like the foil. 
eS = . oa) ________!f} | doesn’t add anything to the general | sliced in a “Local Gang’ flash for a Stuart and Lash pulled Eddie 
Beware». effect because it is too long con- | full week's booking. The vaude nut Sanborn’s band out of the ait ente 
o1) eee Ae : tinued. Only act to stop the show/is thus cut around $2,000 on the/¢ne stage for the closil 
PAU'. TA=ZMAINE and BAND (16) BETTY JANE COOPER and te {ica se oat caving } Stag Sing spot and, 
instrumental. Son Dences I LATHROP BROS. (4) was an eccentric dance team at the | we¢ k, but that s not saying how | with Stuart conducting, Lash shot ms 
19 Mins: F T ‘s aod | Dancin , end of the list, but the audience was | many grand is lost in good will or snappy line of patter and siarine 
ae) CON ee “ “hie eci kind to all of them and even ap-/| actually at the b. o., which might] with the two of tl ing oa at 
Acad-my, New York iO Mins.; Full (Special) . . . ‘ , with the two o 1em doing blues at 
" ° “ 2 plauded a girl who did an imper- | ®2mount to easily twice the shaved the finish and the girl . 
ny GE ear for the best | Orpheum ‘ , . . “ bide re finish anc 1€ girl putting on a 
Merits consideration for the ; Ae aie 'g a ee ther |sonation of Chevalier. At least she | cost on the vaude end. sad week | var attractive li € aor Ha 
st ~ Young greup of 13 bands- A changed and freshened rather | id that hat she was doing, | ahead very attractive ine o acrobatic 
ian ok Geta Dik eee ° ene.|than a new act. But a better act} Said that was what sh _— + on ee , (TT dancing. They stopped the show ar 
men, a girl in a haracter song spe ‘ . ear — , Jane Cooper head- but only the straw hat was recog- Feature, ‘Old Dark House (U). sent the crowd happy i a id 
‘ialtv. and a mixed colored team of | than when Betty Jane Coo} ; . ; . That ‘Local Gang’ is one of those ppy into the pic- 
Cay. on a} . ti Tremaine | ed a seven-people revue. No thea-|nizable. The voice and manne! isms ich} oe al xd thi = S os¢ | ture, ‘Faithless’ (M-G), followed by 
ancere ake ine » ‘ > ‘ : es . eae . : ie . tig . £ rs Sa alet ’ . ’ \ 
Gannare Mandsmien are clad in|tre can find any complaints with|were blah. Her sister was almost rsa yo sane a a. aon hs Zasu Pitts comedy, better than 
en nde Pa ta “ s good looking the attraction as now presented,|as bad with Zasu Pitts, overwork- eee ae sty org | pe st _ yuo ~; most, newsreels and trailer. Gross 
gory eas Bo roug and, if desired, it might fit in nicely |ing the hands.. But imitations, like|©™Y Sang for the most part, OF! i; near the red, but vaud t 
lot of boys. Same setting through- | and, &} ae : . - ick | nearly all of the showed some |! 1d , ude gets most 
- wen Ra er eta ge for picture house purposes. It has | male quartets, always seem to click arly i m, d s of it. 
out with stage lights full up. - Se oes see ory cl reason. The| Weeks ago at the Audubon, and 
z on Sin pete the necessary class and finish. for some no very clear rea: . were just as bad the 
Fancy — eget ng Miss Cooper and the Lathrop] Davis act — a ge a and The pte aoae Solas up 40 min GRAND Oo H 
rhythm. sul 1e particulary e-| Bros. team are supported by a male|it’s plenty of people with some as - : 7 
ticing bit of be gay Ses ~_ = single, whose specialty is acrobatics. | pretty costumes, but it might have rena Paypecgy: Bap eantinn A _. prone ha ° *9 N. Y. 
from “¥ gg Rhee i isles That’s all the trio needs. Former | been more adroitly staged. pe ee oe so age gag inn chat It was pre-Christmas week at the 
nounced as ele francis, ¢ -arri "a8 ‘ ” : ‘ . “tty? c ‘ Us e s 
Cute and vivacious, she does a ee ee ied for a stew dance} Film bill is merely ‘Prosperity’ | rojow to keep from talking to them-|Grand opera house, too, and they 


drunk piece that has them rolling. 
chunk of 


Miss Francis is a tiny 
personality plus, and a _ brunet. 
Colored pair do a modern strut 


towards the close. 

One piece of business that should 
be cut is Tremaine nodding his head 
everytime he wants his band to 
play. The worst spot is where they 
do a story in song. Tremaine’s 
name sounds familiar but according 
to the files he’s new and that 
moment when he sings, he might 
try a mike or meg for better effect. 
Staging is okay. Comedy is slight 
but effectively done and mostly 
from the piano player. Shan, 





SID GARY 
Baritone 

15 Mins.; Two 
State, N. Y. 

Cashing on his radio repute, Sid 
Gary offers a deep  bass-baritone 
that is not smoothly musical but 
which has power and diction. Sing- 
ing through the mike, his voice is 
full and resonant. Working without 
the aid in one number, it’s still a 
voice that can carry. Did an open- 
ing number, a group of three pops 
and then stepped away from the 
mike to go it on his own and still 
good eiough to get a recall. That’s 
the payoff; a series of imitations of 
other stars with his voice covering 
a surprising range and changing 
quality to suggest those imperson- 
ated. 

Gary has no sex appeal and his 
stage presence is not in his favor, 
his gestures being limited and stilt- 
ed: but he’s a good vaudeville en- 
tertainer and not merely a Ome OFF 

1c. 





FRANK CONVILLE (® 
With Sunny Dale 

15 Mins.; One 

Orpheum 

Frank Conville used to do a sin- 
gle. He wasn’t enough of an act 
then, but with Sunny Dale as a 
teammate his turn becomes a next 
to closer. A thoroughly good act, 
zippy in some of its material, but 
clicking on merit. 

Miss Dale introes Conville by 
courtesy of NBC, which is a gag. 
Crossfire and the eccentric comedy 
Conville has always tried for, figures 
as most of the act, with some of the 
clowning bringing out basic talents 
possessed by both artists. Conville’s 
impression of a burlesque strip art- 
ist a gem. His Chaplin character 
also sells, Conville going on make 
for the girl and indulging some 
roughhouse, among other things, for 
laughs. 

About the middle Miss Dale does 
a hot jazz dance, getting over. 

Fourth on a five-acter and a hit 
when caught. Char. 


HINKEY, DINKEY and RENEE 
Dancing and Contortion 

12 Mins.; One 

Grand O. H., N. Y. 


Two men in long-and-short idea, 
with the taller coming close to the 
seven-foot mark. Lank and of dole- 
ful countenance, which helps him to 
look funny. Shorter man has an 
easy manner and pushed up the 
comedy contrasts. A few bits of 
business are not in the best of taste, 
but not raw. 

The woman is not much help, but 
useful in some of the falls. Acro- 
batic falls best feature of the act, 
but there’s a brief moment of grand 
opera that’s really funny. Strictly 
family stuff, but gets over where 
they are not exacting. Chic. 





MARIE and PALS 
Animals 

17 Mins.; One 
Grand O. H., N. Y. 

Smacks strongly of the circus in 
its handling, yet four small Shet- 
lands do very well without a ring. 
Several dogs, mostly used for pad 
riding, with a chimp to help. Big 
yell of the act is when a small dog 
misses the jump from the stand to 
the pad a couple of times and the 
monk coaches him. That's different. 
Turntable used for both dogs and a 
pony, with one pup doing the hur- 
dles cleverly. Finish is the un- 
ridable mule, which gets laughs, as 
usual, but not well worked up. Best 
for the kid audiences outside a cou- 
pie of tricks, Chic. 


Lathrop boys do an 
effective strut alone; Miss Cooper a 
step dance single that’s distinctive 
through its speed and novelty. She 
has succeeded, where others haven't, 
in doing a staircase routine that’s a 
long ways from reminding of Bill 
Robinson. 
On this booking closed show. 

Char. 


SIDNEY MARION (2) 

Comedy Talk 

12 Mins.; One 

State, N. Y. 

Did fairly well in the trey posi- 

tion at the State, but not a strong 

hit. Stuff is ancient and he gets 

most of his laughs by wrinkling his 

skull, which causes his hat to move. 

Helped ovt by Marie Du Val, statu- 

esque looker, who laughs at his 

cracks when the audience doesn’t. 

Just fare for this booking. 

If he ever loses his hat, da off. 
‘hic. 





STATE, N. Y. 


Even the old _ reliables, Marie 
Dressler and Polly Moran, could not 
coax them from their meagre Christ- 
mas shopping, and Friday the State 
was playing to two-thirds capacity 
at the second afternoon show, with 
the dribble baek not starting until 
later than usual. Bobtailed version 
of ‘Vanities’ at the Par probably 
didn’t help any. Bill looks interest- 
ing on the house front, and the stage 


doesn’t let it down, but the coin 
simyly wasn’t around, 

Mady and Partner get the show a 
good shove-off. That ‘and Partner’ 
would tag the act an import even 
were the facts not known, but it’s 
one of the recent shipments, and the 
quaint undersized young woman of- 
fers a new idea in acrobatics, which 
is akin to the man biting the dog. 
Smooth work and off to a respect- 
able bow in spite of being strangers. 
No. 2 spot went to Sid Gary (New 
Acts), one of the solid hits of the 
bill. He did 15 minutes and could 
have run it up another five without 
being chased, but knows it’s better 
to scram while they still have the 
appetite. Salvo on his entrance sug- 
gests that he must mean something 
to the kiosk in the lobby, but after 
that the patty-pat was all earned 
runs, with the cleanup the final imi- 
tations ranging from Harry Rich- 
man to Morton Downey, which is 
varied enough to excuse a lack of 
exactness, but Gary did not peed the 
excuse. 

He has an uncanny trick of 
reaching Downey's sugary high 
notes in spite of the fact that he’s a 
bass-baritone and strongest on the 
lower register. Others were equally 
good imitations instead of merely 
the excuse for ringing in popular 
numbers. In his own right Gary 
reaped quite a little, but the second 
and third bars of each imitation 
were drowned by the applause. His 
own best effort was a group of three 
pops, which gave him the chance for 
a real recall. He sang two numbers 
to the mike, tackled ‘Why Darkies 
Were Born’ without the horns, and 
went back to the mike for the imi- 
tation thing. Willie White at the 
piano and a help. 

Sidney Marion with Marie DuVal 
were treyed and let the show down 
a bit. His stuff is mostly old in 
material and manner, and some of it 
bordered on the blue. And it is not 
funny, though they laughed in spots. 
Miss DuVal did most of the laugh- 
ing, but could not build up. Then a 
song where she goes passionate with 
Marion. Would have been funnier 
if it were not done here at least 
once a month. 

Yorke and King are doing the rou- 
tine they have been using here- 
abouts lately, the man in the box, 
the sleighride, the queen’s entrance, 
and a finale. Queen bit might» be 
dropped. Not very funny, but by 
and large they collected. Five peo- 
ple in the act, but it’s Rose King 
and four others. 

Closer is Benny Davis’ ‘earn while 
learning’ turn, with some of the boys 
and girls seen here the last time. 
With one possible exception none of 
these kids could get a date at a 
house like the State, but collectively 
they get over and get valuable ex- 
perience. Act is not smartly done. 





(M-G) and the newsreel, with even 
the overture out. Show runs about 
150 minutes with the stage stuff 


eating up 85 of this allowance. — 
Chic. 


HIPP, BALTIMORE 
; Baltimore, Dec. 23. 
Having gotten the pre-Xmas 
blues out of his system, taken his 
licking at the box-office for the two 
inevitable weeks, Izzy Rappaport, 
lone big-time indie vaude operator, 
is once more piling on the coin and 
once more they're starting to form 
lines at the gate. 


With the Loew Century pushing 
hard with opposition, Rappaport is 
pulling new stunts out of his hat. 
He’s thought of a day-and-date idea 
with the new Roxy, in New York, 
and he’s bringing in vaude names 
that can’t miss. Names like Amos 
’n’ Andy, Eddie Cantor, which indi- 
cate how wide Rappaport has 
opened the purse. It takes a lot of 
nerve for an indie operator to plank 
down money like that. He’s been 
doing it for more than a year now, 
and he’s still going along. Which 


in itself tells a story about vaude. 
There’s a new vaude rival come 
into town this week, the Auditori- 
um arriving with pictures and an 
A. B. Marcus unit for a stock run, 
which may touch the Hippodrome 
more than a little, since, like the 
Hipp, the Auditorium is going to 
make its appeal to the cheaper 
money element of the town. It’s a 
question; and it’s going to be rather 
difficult if that house gets much of 
a foothold locally. Then it'll be 


murder, with three stage show 
houses tearing at each other’s 
throats. 


Current show was opened nicely 
by the Mary Paimer dog and pony 
turn, an act practically perfect for 
the Xmas season, and from the coos 
of the kids in on the first show Fri- 
day, it can’t miss. Pony single is 
the mainstay, most of its work be- 
ing rhythm stunting, and showed 
smart change of pace. Dogs were 
minor items and stuck to incidental 
comedy for the most part. 

Three Keys deuced it through the 
mikes and were oke, though on 
much too long on the opening ses- 
sion. Too many encores, also. If 
down to 10 or 12 minutes would 
have their best chance. They also 
err in trying to do ballads where the 
real province is still scat stuff. 


It's a question whether this turn of 
Estelle Taylor’s can really be called 
a new act. It has some new fixings 
and a couple of new tunes to keep 
pace with the songwriters’ art, but 
its intrinsically the same turn Miss 
Taylor started to do when she first 
stepped into personal appearances. 
Her voice has improved a good deal 
in the past two years. 


There are two pianists who hold 
forth as accompanists and stage- 
holders while Miss Taylor switches 
gowns. Besides the gowns there are 
two pop songs and a dramatic reci- 
tation, labeled (apparently) ‘Gang- 
ster’s Moll.’ The act could do with- 
out it. It’s just a drag on what lit- 
tle pace the act has. Understood 
that Leon Leondoff staged this turn 
for Miss Taylor. 


After three acts without a real 
chance to laugh, Bobby Pincus ap- 
peared in next to closing. Probably 
would be better to spot Pincus in 
third, in order to pep up things be- 
tween the Keys and the Taylor turn. 
Pincus is a roughhouse comedian 
with a load of showmanship, but he 
could do without a couple of his no- 
tions, which are not in the best of 
taste. Much of the turn’s sock 
strength belongs to the Pincus 
femme partner. She’s got what it 
takes to partner a roughhouse 
comic: she can stick and take it. 


Under the Vincent Lopez label, 
the Debutante band closed with a 
wallop. Girls can instrumentalize, 
especially the brass and saxes, and 
they double on the hoof and tonsil 
neatly and without strain. Make a 
fine closing flash, and across on all 
entertainment points. Figure as on 
a par with any girl band in this biz. 

‘Half-Naked Truth’ (Radio) was 
the feature, and Pathe News clips 
completed. Business was fair on 
the opening, the main floor begin- 
ning to fill at the close of the first 
show. 








- 


selves. 

Then it gets to be a toss-up as to 
who are the better performers—the 
acts or the customers. 

You've got to be able to take it 
at the Academy. That goes for cus- 
tomers as well as the acts. Any- 
thing might happen once the cus- 
tomers in the balcony begin getting 
chummy with the acts. 

Used to be a e¢lass spot, but now 
the Academy is just another east 
side neighb. Of the three turns that 
followed the ‘Local Gang,’ one, Paul 
Tremaine and Band (New Acts), 
is new, according to the files. Tre- 
maine closed, and offered the only 
entertainment on the program, 
which may not be saying much, con- 
sidering the rest of the bill. But 
Tremaine really has a classy organ- 
ization as bands go. He merited 
the applause he got. 

Before Tremaine, however, comes 
Seed and Austin, standard duo with 
a girl annex, who, when caught, 
looked pretty listless, as if the 
Academy atmosphere had _ seized 
them very strongly. The girl in the 
act is one of those rare specimens 
in vaude still remaining who trots 
out with a lace rug for a waving 
hanky. That hanky hangs down to 
the floor, almost with the wonder 
of it that the performers don’t trip 
on it. 

Don Luiz and Bonita, flash dance 
act, precedes Seed and Austin, but 
don't have a chance, following, as 
they do, the ‘Local Gang.’ When the 
girl pianist in the Luiz act gets 
under way the upper tier customers 
began singing with her, or so it 
seemed when caught. Just an idea 
of what the Academy may be like. 

But that ’Local Gang’ takes the 
cake for lopsided entertainment. 
Only the Academy customers could 
take that kind of stage stuff, and at 
that not many of them, judging by 
attendance when caught Thursday 
(22) night. 

They've got a sextet of line girls 
that look as if they just stepped out 
of the Irving Place burlesque. No 
staging and very little talent to the 
whole thing. 

Another idea that helps make the 
customers talk to the acts when 
they get the chance is the fact that 
the screen is just loaded with trailer 
stuff. They trailer pictures four 
weeks ahead here, and that’s some 
advance advertising. Charging 55 
cents for this kind of stuff is what 
ultimately will kink the Academy 
b. o. Shan. 


LOEW’S, MONTREAL 


Montreal, Dec. 22. 


For a Christmas week show the 
vaude bill at Loew’s has most of the 
previous show in the past. three 
months beaten, and poor though the 
houses are, Jimmy Adams has put 
up one of the best presentations in 
a long while. Trouble is Montreal 
is spending all its money, and that’s 
not a lot, on the stores. None left 
for shows. 

Stuart and Lash run away with 
everything. They start with speed 
and keep it up to the finish at a 
tempo that has rarely been seen 
here. A few more turns like theirs 
and Loew’s would be right back to 
pre-depresh grosses. Word of mouth 
did a lot of good after the first day. 

Opening spot is Janet May, who 
gives a rope and rings turn. She 
threw a few half-twists hanging 
from the rope and then overstayed 
her welcome with around sixty 
twists on one arm until the fans be- 
gan to laugh and at last applauded 
to close the act. 

Everett Sanderson and co. deuce 
after introduction by m. c., with 
slap-stick material that doesn't go 
over so good. Femme support is 
fair and act warms up some at close 
with playing of three clarinets at 
once by lead. Act closed with girl 
tap-dancing to accompaniment of 
accordion and clarinet played at 
same time by lead. Fair hand. 

Carl Shaw in the third spot had 
the crowd cheering at the finish and 
earned the first call. Character 
actor varied with dancing and tum- 
bling, and hotcha hoofing with rag 
doll brought house to its feet. This 
was the first indication the crowd 
showed of not being bored, and he 
rated a big hand at the finish. 

Stuart and Lash, who had been 
m. c.’ing all through, and with clever 
femme support, came in fourth, and 
with snappy patter and good slap- 





went easy on the bill, knowing most 
of the kid contingent would be out 
window shopping. But the bid was 
made to such kids as came, though 
the audience was more than usually 
adult on Thursday, and the lower 
floor was only three-quarters full at 
the supper show, with no build on 
the next event. Five acts, the closer 
an animal act, Marie and Pals. 
Trainer works in circus fashion and 


puts four ponies through a drill, 
then a pad horse for the riding dogs 
and a monk. Unridable mule list- 
lessly worked up, both of the stooges 
failing to help the mule out much. 
Good for the youngsters. (New 
Acts.) 


Jim Reynolds opens the show with 
a monolog with mostly a non-nance 
femme impersonation. Somehow this 
stuff always seemes to get over, and 
from a flat start Reynolds worked 
them up in a couple of minutes to 
a chuckle and then a roar without 
getting too blue. Uses a lot of the 
old standbys, including the steak 
that was too tough for the dog, so 
saved for the old man. Still seems 
to click. Closed with a Scotch song. 
Hinkey, Dinkey and Renee (New 
Acts) follow for a 12-minute turn in 
which the contrast in height be- 
tween the two men is largely the 
laugh-getter. Shorter man is a fair 
tumbler, and they manage to keep 
things lively, with one of the best 
bits used for an encore. They could 
have done more, but wisely didn’t. 


Stage Varieties has shown arcund 
here under other titles. It’s a dance 
flash with five people. One of the 
girls is a clever adagio worker, and 
with one man does a couple of swell 
tricks, including a swing around his 
neck half a dozen times that matches 
the Broadway brand. They seem 
unfamiliar with the routine and fre- 
quently fumble on hand catches and 
passes. Later they do a _ Sadie 
Thompson dance that is a relief 
from the long line of apache dances, 
though it’s about the same thing. 
Finale has the girls working with 
color absorption pigment on their 
bodies and radium dress ornaments. 
This got over nicely and they closed 
to a big hand, but some of the danc- 
ing is below par. 


Earl Faber is still doing his rock- 
ing-chair routine, working only wNh 
the girl, the male stooge being out. 
The girl may be a local; perhaps 
breaking in. She lacks certainty of 
manner and a sense of timing, but 
she is pretty and wears some taste- 
ful costumes. Faber’s gags are 
mostly deep blue, but even the kids 
laughed. 

Film division runs 95 minutes with 
‘Rain,’ a Silly Symphony and the 
newsreel. In the feature, when the 
minister comes as Sadi2 is slipping, 
the landing of the boat was greeted 
with applause much the same as 
when the sheriff's posse rides to the 
relief of the western hero. They 
were strong for Sadie, and if she 
wanted to be saved, they were for it. 
Over Christmas the bill includes 
‘Her Mad Night,’ ‘Ben Hur’ and a 
local kiddie revue. Chie. 


HIPPODROME, N. Y. 


took over the Hippodrome and con- 
verted it into a two-a-day house at 
a fancy top. About a month ago 
A. J. Cooper and William Carroll, 
who operate a string of ten-centers 
in Ohio, came into New York and, 
with Cecil E. Maberry, took over the 
house and have transformed it into 
a 25¢ grind. 

Albee couldn't do anything with 
the Hipp as he operated it, nor could 
RKO after him, which tried pop 
vaudfilm shows, but the Cooper- 
Carroll-Maberry combination have 
a chance. How they’re doing it, 
handing out what amounts to good 
value for a quarter, 10c for kids, is a 
wonder. 

The film seems to mean little. 
That goes for either its brand or its 
age, and may be one of the secrets 
of low-scale operating success. Over 
here two major factors figure—a 
stage show and a price. Between 
the two, the film, whatever's booked 
and regardless of when it got its 
first run, is carried along. 


Overhead here is running around 





$8,000, which may have seemed like 


About eight years ago E. F. Albee 
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@ wild dream to anyone a year or 
more ago. Stage show costs only 
ground $1,000 a week, and the film 

an item of expense, varying ac- 
gording to quality, that is also a 
matter of small change, Plenty of 
fier goes on the show along with 

e feature, program running from 
two and a half to three hours, It’s 
anybody’s 25c worth. 


Ma and pa and the two kids can 


drop in to see the show for a total 


— dy, 
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outlay of only 70c. That’s part of 
the trick with low-scale theatres. 
ghould the show prove bad, the old 
man who digs down for the do-re- 
mi isn’t stuck so much in the end. 
And maybe it was a cheap way of 
killing time. 

Hipp is now changing its shows 
four times @ week, but goes to three 
changes after Jan. 1. Split is now 
Mondays, Wednesday and Fridays 
for two days and a fresh show on 
Sunday. Cecil E. Maberry, former 
gales mer. of Columbia, is in charge 
of operation and doing his own film 
buying, which is right up his alley. 

Thursday picture, ‘Man Called 
Back’ (Tiff). Business not so tough 
as in many other spots, with house 
a little more than half filled up. 

Stage show with ‘Called Back’ is 
a presenation bearing label of ‘Ship 
Ahoy.’ It’s not a i14-karat stage 
show like those which the deluxers 

roduce for as high as $15,00@, but 
in line with the 25c scale over here 
it’s a little more than might be ex- 

cted. And not far from the de- 
uxers on quality as the distance be- 
tween scales. 

A. Irving Feinberg, as billed, bet- 
ter known as Abe I. Feinberg, vet 
indie agent, is staging the shows. 
And doing all right in view of what 
he has to work with, the four 
changes a week, natural handicaps 
of the Hipp, etc. 

Stage band is a 10-piece outfit un- 
der direction of Freddie Weper and 
a permanent organization. Also on 
a permanent basis is a line of 12 
girls and Julie Wintz, m. c. The 
line, with all the girls doing tap 
work, impresses deeply in view of 
the scale. Five of the leg lifters 
double for a military drill specialty 
that’s considerably above the aver- 
ace. 

Main fault with the ‘Ship Ahoy’ 
unit is that it bunches too many 
dance singles about the middle, and 
uses up the quartet, Four Grena- 
diers, at the beginning. One of the 
dance singles could easily be spotted 
toward the finish when the line does 
a novelty routine in a night-club 
getting. 

At first it’s scenery which places 
the stage band on a ship’s deck. 
Grenadiers are with the band on 





opening and after a couple numbers 
scram, dance specialties following 
one after the other. 

Roslyn Gaynor in a passable but 
not strong hotcha song and dance is 
followed by a sis .eam (part of three 
Eaton - Sisters), then by Muriel 
Craig, coocher, and is herself back 
again for an acrobatic specialty 
with ostrich fans, set off by a p. d.’s 
singing from the side of the stage. 
On top of that there’s another single 
on the buck order, very good, anda 
soft-shoe acrobatic by Joe Bronson, 
who's aces on the acrobatics but 
only lukewarm on hoofing. 

The effect of the numbers indi- 
vidually is sacrificed to some extent 
by grouping them together, but it’s 
not a serious or dangerous draw- 
back. 

Comedy dealt by Jones and Wil- 
son, blackface chatter team working 
closely along the style of Glenn and 
Jenkins. A better than average act 
on an independent booking, and on 
this engagement well sold despite 
the sleeper jump to the balcony for 
talking turns. 


Show is an exact 40 minutes, as 
advertised on a trailer. 


Albee should have lived to see the 
Hipp as it’s now operated—and 
without Toytown. Other showmen 
of the big time should also take a 
look at it if they already haven't. 
What’s being tried at the Hipp may 
work at this house and elsewhere as 
well. Size and number of seats may 
not make such a big difference, after 
all. Char, 


ORPHEUM, MPLS. 


Minneapolis, Dec. 21. 

RKO’s Christmas gift to local 
theatre-goers is Will Mahoney, but, 
judging by attendance at this per- 
formance, they’re not appreciating 
it properly. It’s their own loss and 
a heavy one, too, because Will is 
spreading plenty of holiday cheer 
in his usual assiduous manner, and 
in these drab depression days that’s 
what everybody needs. 

The bill holds more than Ma- 
honey, but that’s a great plenty. 
It’s no great drain on the ex- 
chequer, either, aside from Will, 
who draws plen of kale for his 
fun-making and dancing efforts and 
who’s worth every red cent that he 
gets. In addition to Mahoney there 
are only three acts, instead of the 
customary four, including a local 
kiddie revue which probably costs 
the house nothing, as it’s sponsored 
by a loop dancing academy which 
undoubtedly foots the bill in re- 
turn ‘for the advertising. The 





screen offers ‘Sport Parade,’ 
News, Pathe Revue and a M: 
comedy. 


The kiddie revue, a moderately 
commendable effort for a home- 
tewn and amateur affair, opens the 
show satisfactorily. No great sum 
has been expended on stage investi- 
ture and the house drapes and hang- 
ings are used, but a Christmas tree 
together with bright and colorful 
costumes, make for a flash. The 
act utilizes the services of some 25 
youngsters, most of them tiny tots, 
and comprises ensemble dancing 
mostly, with some solo work and 
singing tossed in for good measure. 
Talent is not exceptional but well 
routined and it goes over. 


Boice and Marsh, two young 
women, hold down the number two 
spot neatly. Miss Boice is a robust 
comic and her partner an auburn 
hair looker with a nifty figure and 
an eye-copping pair of under- 
pinnings. They make their appear- 
ance in riding habits and their gags, 
of course, have to do with the diffi- 
culties associated with horseback 
riding and with Miss Boice’s avoir- 
dupois. They are in the conven- 
tional vein, but, together with Miss 
Boice’s clowning, garner laughs. 
The wind-up is an applause-desery- 
ing, difficult acrobatic dance by 
Miss Marsh, who plays the violin 
while she performs her feats. Prior 
to this she had exhibited the afore- 
mentioned bare, shapely legs while 
wearing a striking red costume 
which extended down to her hips. 


Mahoney has not appeared in 
Minneapolis for many years and his 
name probably meant nothing to the 
box-office at the outset of the cur- 
rent week. On his entry he did not 
even get anything remotely a hand 
from the sparse supper show crowd, 
but, ere long, he had the customers 
eating out of his hands and beg- 
ging for more, and applause, so 
conspicuously absent at the start, 
was almost continuous throughout 
the act. 

Will worked as hard and as 
effectively as though he was play- 
ing at the Earl Carroll theatre in 
New York before a packed house of 
$5.50 customers, and that was the 
test of a real artist. He finished by 
playing the xylophone with his feet. 
The audience didn’t want to let 
him go and the applause continued 
after his amusing curtain speech 
and well into the next act. 

Mulroy, McNeece and Ridge fol- 
lowed and closed the show with a 
speedy roller skating act. They are 
two men and a women and their 
whirls and spinning are along usual 
lines, but they do a deal of tap and 
other dancing on the sites. “nd do 
it very well. . 


Pathe 








BALTO. 2 VAUDERIES 


STOCK UP ON NAMES 


Dec. 24. | 





Baltimore, 

Following the Xmas letdown, the | 
two stage show houses of town tak¢ 
up the warfare again, but with big- 
ger and better broadsides. The | 
Loew’s Century and the indie Rap- 
paport Hinpodrome are _ busting 
budgets as they line up vaude at- 
tractions. Hip’s list of coming at- 


tractions leads off with Eddie Can- 
tor, while the Century comes back 
with a Georgie Price. 

On the Hipp books also are Three 


Keys, Estelle Taylor, Amos ‘'n 
Andy, Vincent Lopez Debutantes, 
Century has Bing Crosby, Irene 
Rich, Molly Picon, Herb Williams. 


Amos ’n’ Andy are slated for the 
first week in January, the Cantor 
show is somewhat indef, but it'll be 
in January a!so, due to Cantor’s un- 
se’tled route. 

Eddie Cantor will do a single in 
‘one’ for the indie vaudfilm Hippo- 
drome, when he shows in town 
sometime in Jan. yeorge Jessel 
has been around too often in this 
town to warrant the repeat. Has 
played both the Hippodrome and 
Loew’s Century, latter spot with 
Norma Talmadge. 


HOUSE DIPS INTO BOND 
TO PAY. OFF F&M UNIT 


Little Rock, Ark., Dec. 24. 

A blizzard sent the Arkansas the- 
atre’s gross ’'way down under the 
overhead last week, forcing the 
house to go into its $5,000 salary 
bond to pay off the week’s F. & M. 
unit, ‘Bughouse’. 

As the banks were closed the final 
day (Sunday) the troupe had to 
leave for the next stand, New Or- 
leans, without the money, but the 
house paid off the following day. 
F. & M. meanwhile guaranteed the 
hotel bills to get the company out 
of town. 


NO VODE IN WORCESTER 


Plymouth, Worcester, Mass., goes 
straight pictures Jan. 1, dropping 
vaudeville becked by RKO’s Boston 
office. 

Stage policy had been five acts on 

envit. 














5 B&K Houses Maybe 


For Weekend Vaude 
Thru Morris Office 


Chicago, Dec. 24. 

Vaudeville is in prospect for last 
halves in four or five neighborhood 
Balaban & Katz theatres. Riviera 
starts Dec. 30 with five standard 
acts and thereafter house will be 
vaudfilm Friday, Saturday and Sun- 
day. At the same time the B&K 
Belmont is going to Sunday vaude. 
These dates will be booked by the 
William Morris office under Lou 
Lipstone’s supervision. 

It is considered quite probable 
that the Tivoli, Uptown, and Mar- 
bro, which are dropping full week 
stage presentations Dec. 21, will be 
candidates for five act bills on week 
ends. 

From report B&K is more friendly 
toward vaude than heretofore. Abe 
Platt, recently elevated to district 
managership on the north side, is a 
strong believer and advocate of 
vaudeville. Dave Balaban now su- 
pervising the south side is also pro- 
vaudeville. 


Howards, Patricola 
Into 2d ‘Varieties’ 


Second edition of George White's 
‘Varieties’ opens Dec. 24 at the Ca- 
sino, New York, with Willie and 
Eugene Howard and Tom Patricola 
coming in and Harry Richman and 
Bert Lahr kolding over from the 
current bill. 

Lili Damita goes out, returning 
to Hollywood, with another femme 
lead to replace her. Latter is not 
yet set. 

Outside of Richman the talent will 
be on straight salary. 


Lowry’s Little Siesta 


Chicago, Dec. 24. 
Fd Lowry after his current week 
at the Chicago theatre takes a 
three-week Florida vacation, then 
returns to house for seven weeks 

with further options beyond that. 
Al Jolson and two Fanchon & 
Marco musical tabloids fill in the 
three weeks Lowry’s away. 
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“WHAT A SWEETHEART” 


See Her “Go to Town” — Next Week (Dec. 30) at the 
PARAMOUNT, NEW YORK 
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Variety Bills 





NEXT WEEK (December 31) 
THIS WEEK (December 24) 


Numerals in connection with bills below inc.cate opening aay et 


show, whether ful! or split week 














RKO 





NEW YORK CITY 
Radio City Music 
Hall (27) 

Tito Ruffo 

Coe Glade 
Martha Graham 
Mme Vera Schwarz 
Dr Rockwell 
Weber & Fields 
Harold Kreuzberg 
De Wolf Hopper 





Patricia Bowman 


J & R Hayes 
Muriel Window 
Seed & London 
Kaye & Lenny Co 
GRAND RAPIDS 
Keith’s 

ist half (31-1) 
James Evans 
Roy Rogers 
Bsther Ralston 
Fred Leigehtner 
(One to fill) 








NEW YORK 





HAL MENKEN 
CAPITOL, NEW YORK 
BOBBY BIXLER 
PARAMOUNT, B’KLYN 


BOTH 


Placed by LEDDY & SMITH 


CITY, NOW 








Bernie & Walker 
Girardo Nadine Co 
2d half (4-6) 

Delmati Tr 
Kane & Hazelton 
Chaz Chase 
Whiteside A & B 
2d half (28-30) 
Schepps Co 
Madeline Patrice 
Goss & Barrows 
Billy Fowler Bd 
Lincoln 
Ist half (1-3) 
Serge Flash 
Muriel Window 
Burns & Kissen 
Marcy & LaBelle 
2d half (4-5) 
Audrey Wyckoff 
Grace Dora 
Foley & LaTour 
Walter Powell Or 
2d half (29-31) 
Rex Comedy Circus 
Joe Wong 





Talent & Merit 


Christensens 


TROY 
Keith's 
Ist half (31-3) 
Johnny Berkes 
Leon Navarro 
Briant Rains & Y 
(One to fill) 
2d half (4-6) 
3 St John Bros 


Weston & Gallagh'’'r 
Walter Walters Co 
4 Flushers 
Henrycko Victoria 
2d half (28-30) 
Don Valerio Co 
Nash & Fately 
Ada Gordon Co 
Bob Hall 
Dance Co 
WESTWOOD 
Keith’s (1 only) 
Pinto Della & Ryan 
Ada Gordon Co 
Joe Herbert 
Stepping Stars 





Loew 


- 











Taylor Holmes 
4 Gronnets 
Tuskegee Choir 
Louis Horst 
Ray Bolger 
John Pierce 
Famous Kikutas 
Great Wallendas 
Berry Bros 
Otto Fassell 
Glenn & Jenkins 
Robert T Haines 
Palermo’s Dogs 


Academy 
2a half (4-6) 
Max Theilon Tr 
La Rocca & Novia 
T Canzoneri Bd 
(Two to fill) 
2d half (28-30) 
Rodrigo & Lila Co 
Vanderbilt Boys 
Joe Young Co 
Hilton & Garon 
Jack Shea Orch 
BROOKLYN 
Albee (24) 
4 Ortons 
Donovan Sis & B 
F & D Stone 
Hal Sherman 
arene S Gibbons R 


ospec 
1st half (31-3) 
Rivango Lila Co 
Hilton & Garon 
Nick Amas 
Collins & Peterson 
T Canzonin Orch 
2d half (4-6) 
Rex Comedy Circus 
Homan & Arden 
John Mason Co 
May Usher 
Gregory Co 
2d half (28-30) 
Young King Tr 
Loma Worth 
Stone & Taylor 
Sully & Thomas 
Doc Baker Flashes 
ALBANY 
Palace 
ist half (31-3) 
$3 St John Bros 
Weston & Gallagh’r 
Aarons'n Fayre & L 
4 Flushers 
Henrycko Victoria 
2d half (4-6) 
Johnny Berkes Co 
Leon Navarro 
Rodrigo & Lila Co 
(Two to fill) 
BOSTON 
Keith’s (31) 
Campo & Partner 
Sheila Barrett 
Garner Wolf & H 
Barney Rapp & Bd 
(One to fill) 
(24 


Desert Song 
CHICAGO 
Palace (31) 

Dolinoff & Raya Sis 

Leon Errol Co 

Ruth Roye 

Bud Harris Bd 

(24) 


Lamont 4 


(2 only) 
5 Aces 
Boyce & Marsh 
Whitey & Ed Ford 
Jordan & Woods 
Rimacs Orch 

LYNBROOK 
Rivoli (25 only) 
Billy Rolls & D 
Pinto Della & Ryan 
Ada Gordon Co 
Joe Herbert 
Stepping Stars 
MILWAUKEE 
Wisconsin (31) 
Klutings’ Animals 
Ada Brown 
Brems Fitz Co 
(Two to fill) 

(24) 


3 Aces 

Boyce & Marsh 

Whitey & Ed Ford 

Will Mahoney 

Local Kiddy Rev 
MINNEAPOLIS 
Orpheum (31) 

Bert bad oy 


(24) 
Dolinoff & Raya Sis 
Ada Brown 
Leon Errol Co 
Brems Fitz Co 
Klutings’ Co 
N’W BRUNSWICK 

State 


Ist half (29-31) 
Maddock Rev 
NEW ORLEANS 
State (31) 
Joe Kelso Co 
Lee Morse 
Joe Morris Co 
Vanessi 
(One to fill) 
(24) 


Local Kiddie Rev 
Roy Smeck 
F’rsythe S’m'n & F 
Charlie Althoff 
Georges Carpentier 
OMAHA 


Keith's (31) 
Local Kiddie Rev 
Millard & Marlin 
Joe Marks Co 
Mitzi Green 
Gracie Schenk Co 

PATERSON 

Keith's 
lst half (31-3) 
Ruiz & Bonita Co 
Cy Landry 
Art Jarrett 
Harry Savoy 
Walter Powell Or 

2d half (4-6) 
Mae Wynn 4 
Bob Carney 
Amateur Night 
Peggy Healy 
Jack Shea Orch 

2d half (28-30) 
Claudia Alba 
B & J Browne 
Hobart Bosworth 
Kramer & Hamilt’n 

PROVIDENCE 

Keith's (31) 
Harry Delmar's Co 

(24 





Giovanni 
Mitzi Green 


) 
Henrycko Victoria 
Gaudschmidts 








OFFICIAL DENTIST TO THE N. V. A. 


DR. JULIAN SIEGEL 


1560 Broadway 
This Week: Milton Berle; Henry Gurvey 








Opportunity Rev 
Bert Walton 
CINCINNATI 
Albee (31) 
King King & King 
Billy House Co 
(Three to fill) 
(24) 


Rimacs Orch 

Fred Leightner 

Grace Hayes 

3 Sailors 

Scariett's Monks 
CLEVELAND 

Hippodrome (31) 

Lamont 4 

Harry Burns Co 

(Three to fill) 

(24) 


Libonati 3 
Ross Wyse Jr Co 
Billy House Co 
Ruth Roye 
James Evans Co 
COLUMBUS 
Ohio (24) 
Rio Rita 
DAYTON 
Keith’s (24) 
Olson & Johnson 
ELIZABETH 
Keith's 
1st half (31-3) 
Claudia Alba 
Holmes & Floyd S 
Everett Sanderson 
Harry Oliver Co 
2a half (4-6) 
Phillips & Lewis 
Snoozer Jr 
Renard & West 
Christensens 
2d haif (28-30) 
Patti 


Frances Langford 
Garner Wolf & H 
Richardson Orch 
SCHENECTADY 
Keith’s (31) 
Don Valerio Co 
Nash & Fately 
Ada Gordon Co 
Bob Hall 
Dance Oddities 
Snoozer Jr 
Murray Lane Co 
TOLEDO 
Keith’s 
Ist half (31-1) 
3 Aces 
Boyce & Marsh 
Whitey & Ed Ford 
Jordan & Woods 
Rimacs Orch 
(2 oniy) 
James Evans 
Roy Rogers 
Esther Ralston 
Fred Leightner 
(One to fill) 
TORONTO 
Hippodrome (31) 
Corbett & Convey 
Lloyd Hughes 
Harry J Conley Co 


Nell Kelly 
Calif Collegians 
(24) 


4 Emeralds 
Murray Lane Co 
Esther Ralston Co 
Leavitt & Lockw’d 
Betty Jane Cooper 
TRENTON 
Capitol 
Ist half (31-3) 
4 Casting Pearls 
Hobart Bosworth 





NEW YORK CITY 
Capitol (30) 
Phil Baker 
George Givot 

Mary Garden 

Red Weber 
Boswell Sis 

Boulevard 
ist half (30-2) 
Sonia & Vernon 
Forum Boys 
Abbott & Bisland 
Lewis & Moore 
Joseph Blank Co 
2d half (3-5) 
Sue Hastings Co 
LaM’rr Kr’'m’'r&R 
4 Sharps 
Clifford & Marion 
J & E Torrence 

Orpheum 
ist half (30-2) 
Kam Tie 
Gus Mulcahey 
Joe Besser Co 
Colette Lyons 
Lee Gails Co 
2d half (3-5) 
Pallenberg’s Bears 
Will Aubrey 
Lewis & Moore 
Joe Young Co 
Adler & Bradford 
Paradise (30) 
Maximo 
Chilton & Thomas 
Nan Halperin 
Bob Hope 
Starnes & Kover 
State (30) 
Janet May 
Vie Oliver 
Lowe Burnoff & W 
Buck & Bubbles 
Britton Orch 

BROOKLYN 
Gates Ave. 

Ist half (30-2) 
Chappelle & C'rlt’n 
Ace King & Queen 
Willie Solar 
Radcliffe & Rogers 
Bingham & Olsen 

2d half (3-5) 
Gus Mulcahey 





Abbott & Bisland 


Diamond Bros 
(Two to fill) 








Metropolitan (30) 
Alex Morrison 
Zelaya 
A & F Lake 
Larry Rich 
Harriett Hoctor Co 
Valencia (30) 
Mady & Partner 
Bert Frohman 
Edgar Bergen Co 
Herb Williams 
Gracella & T Co 
BALTIMORE 
Century (30) 
Gautier’s Co 
Radio Rubes 
Molly Picon 
Ritz Bros 
Lina Basquette 
CLEVELAND 
State (30) 
5 Arleys 
Peter Higgins 
William Demarest 
Will Mahoney 
Parker Sidano 
JERSEY CITY 
Loew’s (30) 
Monroe & Grant 
Lynn Cantor 
Britt Wood 
Neville & Fleeson 
Burns & Allen 
MONTREAL 
Loew’s (30) 
Gates Clare & H 
G D’Ormond Bros 
International 3 
Rome & Gant 
Alex Hyde Orch 
NEWARK 
Loew’s (30) 
Siegel & Miles 
Carl Shaw Co 
Stuart & Lash 
Songwriters Par'de 
(One to fill) 
WASHINGTON 
Fox (30) 
Les Ghezzis 
Benny Ross 
Gold & Raye 
Belle Baker 
D & E Barstow 





WARNER | 





en pie 


eltZ 
ist half (30-3) 
Fields & Bell 
Benny Davis Co 
2d half (4-6) 
Tasty Yeast Jesters 
Stone & Gibbons 
2d half (27-29) 
Gautier’s Hot Dogs 
Aronson Fayre & L 
M Montgomery 
Harry Hershfield 
Colby & Murray 
HARTFORD 
State 
Ist half (1-4) 
Leavitt & Lockw’d 
Mel Klee 
Colby & Murray R 
2d half (5-7) 
Bobby Pinkus 
(Two to fill) 
2d half (29-31) 
Pichiani Tr 
Brown & Hart 
4 Sharps 
Seed & Austin 
Earl Lindsey Rev 
PHILADELPHIA 
Earle (30) 
Eddie Cantor Co 
Geo Jessel 


(Two to fill) 
(23) 


Sam Krevoff Co 
Mack Bros & B 
Rae Samuels 
Block & Sully 
Fletcher Henders’n 
Cora LaRedd 
WASHINGTON 
Earle (30) 
Royal Uyena Japs 
F & J Hubert 
Vincent Lopez Co 
Block & Sully 
Frank Richardson 
(23) 
Violet Ray & N 
Neville Fleeson 
Lyons & Snyder 
Tasty Yeast Jesters 
WATERBURY 
Strand (1) 
Earl Lindsey 
3obby Pinkus 
Pichiani Tr 
(25) 
3 French Misses 
M Montgomery Co 
Brown & Hart 
Continental Rev 
Seed & Austin 


Rev 





Caesar Rivoli 





| Fanchon 





& Marco 





BOSTON 
Secollay Sq. (30) 
‘Sweet & Lovely’ 
Blanche Sweet 
Stroud 2 
Chamberlin & H 
Loc Lorraine 
Al Rinker 
Catchalots 
Sunkist Ens 
BRIDGEPORT 
Poli (30) 
‘Hlywd Comedians’ 
Teddy Joyce 
Walter Hiers 
‘Snub’ Pollard 
Lamberti 
Jeannie 
Blossom Sis 
Mary Miles 
Cathleen Bessette 
Joyce & Gary 
BUFFALO 
Buffalo (30) 
Rio Rita 
DETROIT 
Fox (30) 
‘Irene’ 
Kathryn Crawford 
Bobby Watson 
George Dobbs 
Walter Regan 





George Ball 
Buddy Karsen 


George Fox 

Sydney Reynolds 

Anolyn Arden 

Ruth Fay 

Betty Farrington 

Dorothy La Marr 

Wanda Allen 

Karsen & Gratel 
HARTFORD 
Capitol (30) 

‘Jubilee Show’ 

Ted Lewis 

Dixie 4 

‘Snowball’ Whittier 

Ted Lewis Ens 

tsther Pressman 

Doris Deane 

Mildred Gaye 

Ted Lewis Rad 
HOLLYWOOD 
Pantages (22) 

‘Talent a la Carte’ 

Arthur ‘Pat’ West 

Del Chain 

T & B Wonder 

Pansy 

Diane 

Trojans 

8 Zaros 

Steve Savage 

Varsity Co 
INDIANAPOLIS 
Indiana (30) 





‘Sally’ 
Mary Eaton 


Jack Waldron 

T Roy Barnes 

Hal Young 

Miss Harriett 

George Guhl 

liarry Stafford 

Lela Bliss 

lack Duffy 

lack Egan 
LITTLE ROCK 
Arkansas (30) 
Ubangt’ 

toy Cummings 

Grace du Faye 

Armando & Lita 
Crosby Bros 
unkist Co 
LONG BEACH 
West Coast (22 

‘Newman Kiddies’ 
LOS ANGELES 


Loew's State (22 
‘Ceballos’ Follies’ 
Buster Shaver Co 


Jed Dooly Co 
6 Candreva Bros 
Follies Co 
MADISON 
Orpheum (22) 
‘Georgia Minstrels’ 
3 Gobs 
3 Georgia Browns 
Big-Six Comedians 
Thomas Harris 
Chick Beeman 
Lasses Brown 
Lilly Mitchell 
Nay Bros 
Billy Miller 
Norvelle Reese 
MILWAUKEE 
Wisconsin (30) 
‘Spotlights’ 
Charlie Melson 
Irmanette 
3 Bredwins 
Wynn Wayne 
Chalmers Ens 
NEW HAVEN 
Paramount (30) 
‘Hearts of B’way 
Vera Gordon 
Sidney Page 
t Normans 
Topsy McMann 
Peggy Earl 
Max Lerner 
Nadje Gordon 
Myrtle Lyman 
Torney Ens 
NEW ORLEANS 
State (30) 
‘Rookies’ I 
Johnny Burke 
Nina Olivette 
McCann Sisters 
Les Everson 
Irwin & McAvoy 
Dancing Boys 
OAKLAND 
Oakland (23) 


Jack Sidney 
Adele Nelson 
Flo Mayo 
Ilarrison’s Co 
Bee Hee & R 
Dolly Kramer 
PORTLAND 
Broadway (22) 
‘School Days’ I 
Milton Douglas 
Mary Price 
Billy Morosco 
Edna Sedgwick 
Charley Myers 
Nellie Thompson 
Bobby Bernard 
Louis Pope 
Muriel Moran 
Arlette Young 
T & J O'Connor 
Buster Keim 
Dorothy Keim 
Sue St John 
Estelle Haleska 
SAN DIEGO 
Fox (22 
Bells’ I 
Nadine Gay 
Tommy Atkins’ B 
King Bros & C 
Stetson 
Ann Roberts 
SAN FRANCISCO 
Warfield (23) 
‘Hot House’ I 
Jackson & Gardner 
Le Paul 
Helen Howell 3 
Myrah Lang 
SEATTLE 
Paramount (22) 
‘Tahiti’ I 
Bernardo Depace 
Celine Lescar 
Peg-Leg Bates 
Park & Clifford 
SPRINGFIELD 
Poli (22) 
‘Star Gazing’ I 
Zeida Santley 
Athenas 
Muriel Gardner 
Collenette Ballet 
Marcy Bros & B 
VANCOUVER 
Orpheum (22) 
‘Hello, Paree’ I 
Elmer Herling 
Bellett & Lamb 
Wilton Crawley 
Lubow & Rice 
WORCESTER 
Poli (30) 
‘Desert Song’ 
Perry Askam 
Tanzi 
Earl Askam 
Nennette Merkyl 
Charles Boyle 
Sylvia Shore 


‘Joy 





‘Big Top’ I 


John Wagner 








LONDON 





Canterbury M. H. 
lst half (26-28) 
Presco & Campo 
Fred Brezin 
2d half (29-31) 
Co as booked 
Kit Kat Rest. 
Sandler Bd 
Kitchen Pirates 


8 Rhythm Girls 
Palladium 
L’yt’n & Johnst’ne 


Will Hay 

Kitchen Pirates 

Lily Morris 

Max Miller 

Al Norman 

Young China 

Bennett & Will’ms 

Clement Belling 

Margie Clifton 
BRIXTON 
Astoria 

‘Masquerade’ 

8 Astoria Boys 

8 Astoria Girls 

June & Najejda 

Shale & Sheila 

Peter Sinclair 
CLAPTON 

Rink 

Zdw Ball Bd 

FINSBURY 
Astoria 

‘Good Cheer’ 


PARK 





Terry's Juves 


Week of Dec. 26 


HOLBORN 
Empire 
Will Fyffe 
Caryll & Mundy 
Hutch 
Condos Bros 
Osborne & Perryer 
Lily Moore 
Blondie Hartley 
Thunderbolts 
Betty Hobbs’ 8 
Smart & Gray 
LEWISHAM 
Palace 
Ralfini Bd 
NEW CROSS 
Kinema 
Rio Tango Bd 
OLD KENT RD. 
Astoria 
Hary Boy Bad 
PECKHAM 
Palace 
Rio Tango Bd 
Tower 
A Parson's Bd 
STREATHAM 
Astoria 
Carlo Medini 6 
Mayer & Kitson 
SYDENHAM 
Rink 
A Parson’s Bd 
TOTTENHAM 
Palace 
EB Ball Ba 





PROVINCIAL 





BOSCOMBE 
Hippodrome 
Sanger's Circus 
BIRMINGHAM 
Hippodrome 
Will Morris 
Haver & Lee 
Bower & R'therf'’d 
Denton 
Billy Russell 
Reilly & Comfort 
Henri Hilton 
Large & Morgner 
Will Somers 
BIRMINGHAM 
BRIGHTON 
Hippcedrome 
Freddie 
Phyllis & Anne 
Geo Betton 
Daresco 3 
Payne & Hilliard 
Harmony Kings 
Cottrillos 
Robb Wilton 
Barbette 
Ara & Zetta 
Billy Bennett 
DUBLIN 
Capitol 
‘Sinbad the Sailor’ 
Neil McKay 
Rita Bernard 
Co as booked 
HULL 
Palace 
Chas Higgins 
Allan & Levoie 
Jean Florian 
Linga Singh 
Fred Brand 
Beneditti Bros 
LEEDS 
Empire 
McGregor & Dale 





Week of Dec. 26 


J Maskeleyne 
Rio & Santos 
5 Sherry Bros 
Alma Victoria 
Dorrie Deane 
Billy Rey 
5 Ziganos 
Kimberly &. Pace 
3 Virginians 
Paramount 
D Somers Bd 


NEWCASTLE 
Paramount 
Hai Yung Tr 


Hippodrome 
‘Saucy Nineties’ 
Clapham & Dwyer 
Joe Young 
Ted Ray 
Greene Bros 
Kaaichka 
Howard Rogers 

Newport 
Empire 
Gertie Gitana 
E H Elliott 
N Carroll 
Dean & Ross 
Luwe & Shaw 
Retter Bros 
2 Bells 
Seonard D'mon&S 


NOTTINGHAM 
Empire 
Harum & Scarum 

Duncan Gray 
Hetty King 
Muldoon & O'Shea 
Georgesco Bad 
Byron & Byron 
Derek Oldham 
Sam Shields 

3 Mayas 





Cabarets 





Biltmore Hotel 
Paul Whiteman Or 
Jane Vance 
Red McKenzie 
Peggy Healy 
Irene Taylor 
Jack Fulton Jr 
Ramona 


Central P’k Casino 





Sheila Barrett 


NEW YORK CITY 


Eddie Duchin Or 
Connie’s Inn 


Cora Green 

Bobby Evans 
Jazzlips Richardson 
P & B Meeres 
Emma Smith 
Bessie Dudley 
Lillian Cowan 





Red & Struggle 

















. } 
Picture Theatres 
— 
NEW YORK CITY BROOKLYN 
. RKO Roxy Paramount (23) 
Marie Gambarelli Eddie Cantor 
Dave Apollon Co George Jessel 
Boreo Lillian Miles 
Kugene Von Gronna| Rubinoff 
Cc & J Preisser ‘Mme Butterfly’ 
Paramount (23) BUFFALO 
‘Vanities’ Buffalo (238) 
Milton Berle os “ 4 
Lillian Shade Follow Thru 
Dora Maughn Joe Penner 
Blade Conway Olive Olsen 
Marcelle Edwards Franklyn Farnum 
Beryl Wallace Rock-a-bye 
‘Mme _ lLbutterfly’ DETROIT 
Roxy (23) Fisher (23) 
4 Minute Men Henry Dunn 
Cath'rine Littlefield | Valentine Vox & R 
Duke McHale Lassiter Bros 


Lomas Tr 


Myrio & Seraine 





Conrad's Pigeons 
‘Handle with Care’ 


Pablo 
‘Lawyer Man’ 





Billie Maples 
Kaye Oarker 
Simms & Bowle 
Louise Cook 
Willie Jackson 
Lucky Seven 3 
Don Redman Orch 


Cotton Club 


Aida Ward 

Henri Wessel 
Swan & Lee 

Anise Boyer 

Roy Atkins 
Peaches & Duke 
Brown & McGraw 
Nicholas Bros 
Leitha Hill 

Cab Calloway Orch 


El Chico's 


Duran & Moreno 
Lorenzo Herrera 


El Flamengo 


Al Valencia Orch 
El Flamencito 
Nina & Moreno 
Marquita Flores 
Ignacio Ruffino 
Marta de la Torre 
Accordion Luis 


El Garon 


Frances Williams 
Dario & Diane 
Russell Johns 
Lou Belard 

Larry Siry Orch 
Ragusa’s Tango Or 


El Patio 


Medrano & Donna 
June Knight 
Endor & Farrell 
Henry King Or 


Gypsy Trail 


Baroness Erzsi 
Louis Hegedush 
Ethel Pastor 
Kokosch Gypsy Or 


H’lyw’d R’staurant 


Fowler & Tamara 
Collette Sis 

Frank Hazzard 
Blanche Bow 

4 Climas 
Marquerite & Leroy 
Theo Phane 
Barbara Blane 
Jean Muna 

Ahi 

Vercell & Sinnott 
Gladys Leslie 

Iris Adrian 
Marian Martin 
Isham Jones Orch 


Hotel Lexington 


Don Bestor Orch 
Art Jarrett 


Club Mayfair 
Millard & Anita 
Oscar Davis 
Margie Landy 
Madlyn Moore 
Beth Cannon 
Lee 
Al Crawford Orch 
8 Mayfair Beauties 


Hotel New Yorker 


Ethel Shutta 
Fran Frey 
Ha-Cha Gardiner 
Bobby Borger 
Jack Clifford 

G & C Herbert 
Geo Olsen Orch 


Lido Gardens 
Charlie Crafts 
Wynne Ralph 

Montparnasse 
De Marcos 
fL.oomis Sis 
Jack Vance 
Yacht Club Boys 





Bobby Sanford 


CHICAGO 


Blackhawk 


Hal Kemp Orch 
Deane Janis 
Rose & Ray Lyle 
Patricia Storm 
Paul Sis 
Biue Grotto 
Margie Taite 
Marjorie France 
Connie Cella 
Olga Hoyer 
Todd Sis 
Betty Van Allen 
Freddie Daw Orch 
Club Alabam 
Jeane Holly 
Effie Burton 
Patsy McNair 
Edna Lindsey 
Freddie Villant 
Mildred Rose 
Bernie Adler 
Eddie Makins Orch 
Chez Paree 
Jay Mills 
June McCloy 
3 Rodions 
Mildred Tooley 
Carol Cook 
Ben Pollock Orch 
Doris Robbins 
College Inn 
Jinette Vallon 
Ben Bernie Orch 
Jackie Heller 
Pat Kennedy 
Club Clifford 
Bradsh'w & C’l’g'’ns 
Eva Brown Co 
Edgewater Beach 
Mark Fisher Orch 
Olive O'Niel 
Knickerbock’r Club 





Mary Williams 


Nut Clab 


Jack White 
Jerry Bergen 
Lulu Bates 
Brooke Adams 
Bill Spencer 
Blanche Latell 
Dorothy Maxine 
Al Parker 
Jimmy Murphy 
3 Blake Sis 
Lew Dolgoft 
Joe Haymes Orch 


Paramount Grill 


Eddie Jackson 
Harriett Hilliard 
Ozzie Nelson Orch 


Park Central Hotel 


Harry Barris Orch 
Loyce Whiteman 
Terry Sis 

Joe Peddles 


Place Pigalle 


Peggy de Albrew 
Veloz & Yolanda 
Ord Hamilton 
Dick Gasparre Orch 
D Alberto Tangoists 


Riviera 


Earl Rickard 
Gertrude Niesen 
Dolores Farris 
Floria Vestoff 
Crawford & Caskey 
Peggy English 
Barbara McDonald 
Arthur Rogers 

Don Carlos Orch 
Jimmy Carr Orch 


Roosevelt Hotel 
Guy Lombardo Or 
Russian Arts 


Joe Morantz Orch 
Renee & Laura 
Nickolas Hadarick 
Barra Birs 

Misha Usanoff 


St. Regis Hotel 


Dario & Diane 
Dick Gasparre Or 


Smali’s Paradise 


‘Black Rhythm’ R 
Nyra Johnson 
Meers & Norton 

3 Speed Demons 
Geo Walker 

Wm Spellman 

3 Palmer Bros 
May Alex 

Mabel Scott 

Roy White 
Dorothy Turner 
Chas Johnson Orch 


Taft Grill 
Geo Hall Orch 


The Csarda 


Karoly Bencze 
Zsiga Bela 

Mme Ilona deThury 
Karoly Nyaray 


Torch Club 


Jackle May 
Frances Dunn 
Arthur Budd 
Elissa Duval 
Buddy Wagner Or 


Village Barn 
Gus Van 
Billle & Hary Lee 
Marion Kingston 
Sue Miller 
Nina Laughlin 
Val Vestoff 
Joe Furst Orch 


Waldorf-Astoria 


Emil Coleman Or 
The Argentines 
Mischa Borr Ens 


Peters & Farrell 
Nina Watson 
Tony Corcoran 
Bill Nolan Orch 


Frolic’s 


Roy Sedley 

Geo Haggerty 
Yvonne Morrow 
Curry & DeSylvia 
Bobby Cook 
Connie Bee 
Loma Ruth 

Don Pedro Orch 


Granada 
Jack Miles Orch 
3 Marinos 
Gladys DeFoe 
Keller Sis 
Chicagoettes 


Grand Terrace Cafe 
Cook & Brown 
Billy Franklin 
Judith Wilson 
Vivian Brown 
Earl Hines Orch 
Kit Kat 
Harry Linden 
Joyce Jelke 
Elice Lorraine 
Irene Barba 
Rosalie Jelke 
Dot LeRoy 
Fred Janis Orch 


Montmartre 
LaMay & Louise 
Tina Tweedie 
Dick Ware 
Edna Mae Morris 
F Quartell’s Orch 


Paramourt Club 


Harry Glynn 
Etta Reed 
Di Giovanni 


a = 
Billy Carr Terrace Cardeng 
Ercelle Sis Eddie Clifford 
Sid Lang's Orch Alice LaTart 
. " Collins & Wand; 
Sunset Cafe Joy Finley la 
Ed Carry Orch Paul Sis 
Cass Simpson Carl Moore Bad 
3 Rhythm Kings Vanity Fair 
Winona Short Cliff Winehill 
8 Browns Peggy Moore 
Jesse DeArman Jack Russell 





MINNEAPOLIS 


(Continued from page 10) 


exploitation for ‘Handle With Care,’ 
with telling box-office results. 
Estimates for This Week 

State (Publix) (2,200; 55)—*Tesg* 
(Fox). Stars constitute strong box. 
office here, but picture is weakling, 
Gaynor and Farrell, however, may 
pull better than mild $7,000. Last 
week ‘Rain’ (UA) and Southern 
California-Notre Dame football pic- 
ture, $7,500, bad. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,890; 55)—‘Or- 
phan Annie’ (RKO), matinees, and 
‘Half-Naked Truth’ (RKO), nights, 
and vaudeville, headed by Leon 
Errol. Good holiday lineup off to a 
good start and should build. May 
reach nice $11,000. Last week, ‘Sport 
Parade’ (RKO) and Will Mahoney, 
$7,000, bad. 

Century (Publix) (1,600; 40)— 
‘Handle With Care’ (Fox). Nice 
judgment used in selling El Brendel 
and Victor Jory, who carry box- 
office pull locally. About $5,000 in- 
dicated, pretty good. 

Lyric (Publix) (1,300; 35)—Un- 
dercover Man’ (Par). Raft and 
Nancy Carroll carry no great box- 
office guns, but picture good and 
maybe $3,500. Last week, ‘Six Hours 
to Live’ (Fox) $2,600, bad. 

Uptown (Publix) (1,400; 40)—Too 
Busy to Work’ (Fox). All week and 
may top good $4,000. Last week, 
‘Bill of Divorcement’ (RKO) and 
‘Trouble in Paradise’ (Par), split, 
$2,000, bad. 

Grand (Publix) (1,100; 35)—‘Hat 
Check Girl’ (Fox) and ‘The Crash’ 
(WB), split. Probably $2,500, fair, 
Last week, ‘Red Dust’ (M-G) and 
‘Fugitive’ (WB), split, $3,000, good. 





Aster (Publix) (900; 25)— ‘13 
Women’ (RKO), second loop run, 
and ‘Wild Horse Mesa’ (Par), first 


run, split, should cop pretty good 
$1,200. Last week, ‘Last Man’ (Col), 
first run; ‘Blessed Event’ (Fox) and 
‘Night of June 13th’ (Par), second 
runs, split, $700, bad. 


(Continued from page 17) 





many bookings, perhaps, but it sold 
the general idea of Fox nicely, and 
got a laugh, which is a rare thing 


in many managers’ offices these 
days. 

Mummy Cases 
Joe Weil, of Universal, has 


switched to a novelty cutout herald 
for ‘The Mummy.’ Cut in the shape 
of 2 mummy case with the reader 
invited to lift the lid and see Karloff 
as the mummy of Imhotep. Tlirst 
pull shows the actor apparently all 
shriveled, lying in his casket. This 
in turn raises to show a large head 
of the make-up, with a picture of 
Zita Johann for contrast. Flanked 
either side by colored pictures of 
other players. 
It’s a striking and effective bit 
and should sell from the precise 
angle which will most appeal. 
Helped by some well written sales 
copy of the ejaculatory type. 

Most heralds are more or less 
perfunctory, but this gets into the 
sales class. 


Store for Broadcasts 
Pittsburgh. 
Novel tie-up with WCAE here 
was credited by a local department 
store with direct trade stimulus 
during the pre-holiday buying seae 
son, and may be continued as result. 
Store has two five-minute periods 
daily, morning and afternoon, pre- 
senting a brief dramatization of one 
of current sales specials. Broadcast 
originates in a portable set in the 


store, moved about into various ~ 
Oo 


partments, and features some 
WCAE’s better-known names, 
In addition to getting into the 


homes, store figures it gets an ad- 
ditional play from ether-minded 
customers who come in just to see 
what their radio favorites look like 
in person. 


Driving on Teachers 
New York City. 

Krimsky & Cochran are getting 
out a very sightly card for a special 
discount to teachers and pupils for 
‘Maedchen in Uniform.’ Card is 6% 
by 3 inches, printed the long way. 
Inside is the offer of reduced prices, 
with the card folded so that a nar- 
row strip of the inside is left un- 


covered at the right showing the 
word ‘special’ in vertical line. Face 
of card carries ‘For teachers and 


students only.’ 

In blue ink on blue stock it makes 
a very nice appeal and causes the 
recipient to feel that there is real 
value to the concession. Most of 
the courtesy cards left around in 
restaurants and speaks suggest @ 





Anita LaPierre 


medicine show. 
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Trade Mark Registered an 
eekly by VARIETY, Inc. } 3 d ; » 
Publishes, . Giverman, President Nathan Burkan, suing through one of his private corporations, not | Proving that the demand controls the price of legit theatre tickets, 
154 West 46th Street New York City | only lost a technical move to shift his suit against the Westinghouse- | despite the general Sommnent = may Se = _ 7 — indicated = 
, : : : | , ‘emiere of ‘Lucrece’ at the Belasco, New ork. Ticket specs offere 
SUBSCRIPTION Western Electric combination from one court to another, but Judge | “nes ' : on ra rb eect poenllen ery a c 
éc00'e . -$6 Foreign.........$7 ‘ , : >..3, | 994 @ pair tor any i : yr focations. 
Amgie Coples soesecereccces hee Centa| Knox in federal court also dismissed the action completely. Burkan | Box office price the first night was $6.60, the highest scale ever estab- 
- lished for a drama on Broadway. Regular night scale is $3.85 top. 
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Happy New Year! 


15 YEARS AGG 


(From ‘Variety’ and ‘Clipper’) 











London managers who had been 
worrying about the depressing ef- 
fects of the war changed to wor- 
rying about shortage of houses. 
Business was great. 


Fred Stone agreed with Para- 
mount to work in films for 10 weeks 
at $1,500 weekly. To do two and 
possibly three pictures. 


Xmas eve audiences at most N. Y. 
theatres were the largest in five 
years, 


Friars raised dues to $60 for ac- 
tive and $80 for lay members. Had 
been $40 and $50. Did not plan a 
spring frolic so needed more in- 
come from memberships. 


Some speculation as to whether 
eircuses would be permitted to tour 
the coming season. They were later 
held to be necessary to morale and 
they went out. 


Sign lights were off in the Square 
Thursdays and Sundays to conserve 
fuel. Block-long' sign over the 
Putnam building was one of the 
reasons. Ice rinks also shut be- 
cause it took too much coal to keep 
the ice frozen. 


First returns on the ticket tax 
were delayed, but 20 shows had paid 
in $80,000. 





Popular report of the moment 
was that Triangle, World, Metro, 
Pathe, Goldwyn, Paralta, Universal, 
Mutual and General film cos. were 


to form a giant merger against 
Paramount. Another of those 
things. 


Wrestling carnival at the Lexing- 
ton opera house cost Jack Curley 
22,000. Public not then interested 
in the grunters. 


Stage hands were donating 1% of 


their salaries to buy smokes for the 
grips in the army and navy. 


90 YEARS AGO 


(From ‘Clinper’) 








Baseball looking up in Brooklyn. 
New team was planned and new 
grounds, with seats for 3,000 per- 
sons. 





Leonard Crover, who wrote ‘Cad, 
the Tomboy’ for Carrie Swain, was 
in litigation with the manager over 
the rights. Manager put on ‘Mat 
the Romp,’ advertised the trouble 
but explained that as both plays 
were merely the alibi for Carrie’s 
specialties, which one they used did 
not matter. 

Owing to the retirement of Alan 
Sells, Sells Bros. were offering ‘any 
or all’ of their shows for sale. They 
had 55 cars and 280 head of horses, 
two steam calliopes and two electric 
Nght plants. 


Lulu, the man who did the cata- 
Ppult cannon act for Coup’s circus, 
heads for England. 





Millie Christine was suing Adam 
Forepaugh for libel. Her lawyers 
fave her manager the wrong trial 
date and the case was dismissed, 
but he had it put back on the cal- 
endar. Forepaugh had intimated 
in ads that the double-bodied girl 
was a repulsive attraction. 





Ada Rehan, leading woman of 
Augustin Daly co., checked a panic 
when a lace curtain in the stage set 
caught fire. She pulled it down and 
stamped out the blaze. Naked lights 
not then forbidden. 





Mr. and Mrs. Kendall, English 
Stars who featured their domestic 
happiness, were touring the west. 


Hoyt’s ‘A Bunch of Keys’ was 
done by Willie Edouin. ‘Clipper’ no 
like, but it made money for about 

seasons, 





proceeded in Wilmington, Del., as a stockholder, against the electrics, to 
set aside the consent decree whereby Westinghouse, W. E., RCA 
General Electric, and their affiliates, including AT&T, agreed to disasso- 
ciate themselves following the government’s suit for restraint of trade. 

The electrics were successful in having the theatrical lawyer's suit 


moved from the N. Y. Supreme Court to the Federal Court. When 
Burkan wanted it returned to the state court Judge Knox denied his 
motion and dismissed the complaint at the same time. 


and 


In Maurice Goodman’s wife’s suit against Paramount over the $13,- 
000,000 loan of last spring, Par’s defense, as in previous actions of a 
similar nature, is that the suit be dismissed on the ground that Mrs. 
Goodman must represent at least 25% of the registered bondholders, or 
else. In the Relmar suit against the Film Production Corp., Par subsid, 
Justice Wasservogel ruled in Par’s favor, because of this defense, but 
Mrs. Goodman, through Saul E. Rogers, avers that the circumstances are 
different in this action. Rogers is now associated in Goodman’s law 
offices on 5th avenue since leaving Fox. 





Lester Cowan, representing the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and 
Sciences is in New York, agitating for a return of the 25% cut effected 
in the institute’s overhead several months ago. It is figured unofficially 
that it now costs producers $60,000 a year to operate the Academy. From 
present indications there is little chance of the cut being rescinded. 

Answering squawks of indie producers that they should have a chance 
at Academy awards, Cowan replied: 

‘We are open to all pictures. When an independent merits attention 


he will get that attention.’ 


Paramounters are pointing to the rapid rate in which the company is 
writing off negative and positive cost of its pictures. Where in the silent 
days books show Paramount got back around 65% of a production’s to- 
tal cost in the first six months after release, that percentage has been 
now raised to approximately 95%. 

Reason for the greater return in the shorter period is attributed not 
so much to recent economy measures, but more that the life of a sound 
picture is considerably shorter than a silent feature, 


Although it is no secret around the Paramount headquarters that ‘She 
Done Him Wrong’ is just another title for ‘Diamond Lil’ Haysites, who 
had John Hertz on the directorate carpet several weeks ago, ruled 
chiefly that the original title was not to be used. 

The New York end, however, was more surprised at the way in which 
Mae West photographed. While no print has arrived ‘stills’ of Mae which 
have been coming through, along with communications from the studio, 
indicate that West will certainly make another picture for Paramount. 





Boros Morros believes he has a perfect working machine in the Publix 
deluxe operation and stage show production and it’s functioning, says 
Boris, just like a ball team with a lot of enthusiasm from all sides to put 
things over. 

Since Morros took over the Milt Feld de luxe duties, he hasn’t made 
a single change. And doesn’t intend as long as things go right, says he. 

Morros first made a hit with his men by consolidating three weekly 
cabinet meetings into one. 





Coast has just had its first instance of three first run deluxers, each 
playing a different feature, going in for two consecutive weeks of day- 
and-date showing of a short subject other than a newsreel or topical 
subject. The week of Dec. 26 there was a joint showing at Loew’s State, 
United Artists and Pantages, Los Angeles, of a Silly Symphony Christ- 
mas subject in color. Following week ‘Mickey’s Good Deed’ played the 
same three houses. 


Although Chester Erskin didn’t get his name on ‘Hallelujah, I'm a 
Bum,’ the Jolson picture, as director, he has his mug in the 
finished film, along with Richard Rodgers and Lorenz Hart, who did the 
score, Erskin and Rodgers were news cameraman and assistant, respec- 
tively, in the scene where the mayor of New York is photographed with 
a cop and his 13 kids, and Hart did a good job as a bank clerk refusing 
to cash a check. 





Writer of a gangster story for a major lot is becoming nervous over 
possible consequences as the release date of the picture approaches, and 
now carries a revolver. 

In obtaining his material, author gained an in with certain under- 
world circles, spending several weeks going the rounds of nite spots and 
other places frequented by the gat carriers. His story is said only to 
partly disguise real characters and happenings he ran across, and used. 





When a contract star refused to be photographed in a certain brand 
of shirt as an indorsement, despite the studio wanted to do the ad agency 
a favor, and contrary to his agreement which gives the company the 
right to exploit him as it sees fit, the publicity department pulled a fast 
one, 

It photographed another player in the shirt and inserted the head of 
the star, the result being satisfactory to the agency. 


Highlight litigation alleging trustification in the industry and long 
pending is scheduled to come to a head in the Federal courts in Jan- 
uary. Then the suits of Frank Rembusch, exhibitor, of Indianapolis, 
and Ivan Abramson, indie producer, are set for airing. 

Hays Organization and its entire membership are the defendants in 
both actions. Abramson has Max Steur as attorney. 





Radio City has the 47th street side of the Mayfair theatre’s display, 
likewise appropriating the large side of the Mayfair's tungstin display. 

RKO, Radio City and Rockefeller Center are institutionally plugged at 
this spot, as it is with several Times Square billboard displays, with ar- 
rows pointing east toward 6th avenue, 


Motion Picture Club is becoming almost strictly an exhibitor organiza- 
tion. Exhibs are holding offices and paying considerable of the dues. 
Club, however, is reported to be better off. It is claimed there were not 
so many resignations during the past year as in ’31 when 60 members 
resigned. 


At the recent board meeting of Loew's, the only controversial moment 


was created by William Klein, known as the lawyer for the Shuberts. 
He demanded information regarding Loew’s profit for 1931 and 1930 | 
among other things he wanted to know about, 

Robert Edmond Jones says the recent story about the failure of | 
Bergman, the scenic designer to recognize Roxy under the alias of 
tothafel, is just one of those Broadway fables, ; 


‘Lucrece’ presented by and with Katharine Cornell was given a polite 
panning. Show was translated by Thornton Wilder, who won fame with 
his book, ‘The Bridge of San Luis Rey’, it being his first adventure in 
Wilder took the press comments good-naturedly. Day 
was asked how the afternoon notices were and 
than the morning.’ 


show business, 
after the premiere he 
smilingly replied: ‘Worse 


Desire of a coast producer that his home town folks be the first to 
ogle his musical, and the failure of a second stager to connect with a 
sufficient bankroll, has Erlanger’s Mason, Los Angeles, continuing dark. 
‘Temptations of 1933,’ produced by Glenn Knight, with Julian Eltinge 
starring, was scheduled to go into the house Christmas on a rental basis, 
but plan went haywire when Knight decided that the homers in ’Frisco 
should give it the first once over, with a result that Eltinge pulled out. 

Then Bill Cullen failed to raise a b.r. to sponsor a local revue built 
around the impersonator. 


Looks like the Shubert receivership will have another theatre on its 
hands, estate of Joe Leblang proposing to turn back the Cort, New 
York. House was secured from the late John Cort by the Shuberts per- 
sonally and sold by them to the corporation. Leblang teok over the 
operation from Cort when the latter was in financial trouble. 

It appears the lease is in Cort’s name and the Leblang estate claims 

House has been unable to secure a profitable show 
Despite a comparatively low rental, it has been run- 


it is not responsible. 
in several seasons, 
ning in the red. 


Abe Berman, theatrical lawyer, is again partnered with Sidney Phillips 
in the forthcoming ‘Girls in Uniform’ play opening at the Booth Friday 
(30). Lee Shubert has 25% and put up 50% of the floating capital, with 
Berman drawing a contract which gives Phillips full control of every- 
thing. 

It’s an American reproduction of the current English stage version 
from which the German talker was taken. Cast numbers 60, all women, 

Frank Gregory, who staged the London show, is dittoing for Phillips. 


From the front the production of ‘Red Planet’ at the Cort, New York, 
did not look like the cost was $76,000 before the show opened here. 
Understood that one-third of the expenditure represented in road losses. 

One expense was the importing of Esme Percy from London to play 
the part of the British prime minister. He was guaranteed a six-week 
engagement, but was let out shortly after the initial try-out in New 
Haven, Cast of ‘Planet’ is largely English, though most of the players 
were engaged here. 

Avery Hopwood’s suit against Collin Kemper and the estate of Lincoln 
A. Wagenhals for $10,000 alleged due from Wagenhals & Kemper on 
‘The Bat’, was lost 'n New York Supreme court last week when Justice 
Peter Schmuck dismissed the complaint. 

Hopwood and Mary Roberts Reinhart made a four-cornered deal with 
Wagenhals & Kemper in 1910 for ‘The Bat’s’ production rights. Suit 
was over W. & H.'s charging of certain expenses against the stc®x 
royalty receipts. 








Nothing has been heard tnis season about New York’s ‘Critics Circle,’ 
formed last year. The reviewers claim they never intended it to be 
active, merely an organization. 

Last report was that the treasury has 75 cents. 





Danseuse who had some money due her from the late Florenz Ziegfeld 
received 10% of the net estate, on account, it is claimed. Her check was 
for $600, indicating that the net liquid funds are $6,000, 


Inside Stuff—Radio 


To avoid charges of giving preference to his own network’s candidate, 
John Royal had insisted that Morton Downey take the opening and clos- 
ing spots on the initial Woodbury program (4) over NBC. In between 
will come the Donald Novis moments. 

Royal declares that as far as he’s concerned all arrangements for the 
program will be done direct with the agency on the account. As for the 
waiting episode that involved Ralph Wonders, mgr. of the CBS Artists 
Bureau, Royal explained that the visitor from the opposition chain had 
been invited over without his foreknowledge and that the Wonders wait 
in the Royal anteroom only lasted a half hour. 











Federal Radio Commission has been notified of a new form of radio 
racketeering in which certain law firms are promising protection to sta- 
tions against losing their licenses, claiming close co-operation and 
friendship with the new administration, 

It’s an old gimmick for other industries but new for Coast radio, where 
currently two stations may lose their licenses for alleged unethical prac- 
tices, following recommendations to this effect by an FRC examiner. 

Stations approached, instead of coming through, got together and noti- 
fied the commission. 


Chevrolet is trying to get Al Jolson to memorize his lines so that it 
won't be necessary for him to wear glasses during his audience attended 
broadcasts from the NBC Times Square studios. Use of the glims to read 
his continuity, the commercial figures, takes away something from the 
illusion of the real Jolson and also prevents him from giving the pro- 
ceedings the desired spontaneity. His would be the first instance of an 
ether comic permitted to work away from a scrip. 





A page ad in a radio fan paper is said to have figured in a columnist 
losing his berth. The radio artist is alleged to have cracked he'd not 
advertise in the paper so long as that ether commentator was on the 
staff. 

The peeve dates back to a previous association when the columnist 
and the radio act clashed, 


Al Jolson yielded to the publisher’s request and didn’t do ‘Pickanniny’s 
Heaven,’ out of Kate Smith’s forthcoming Par picture, on last Friday’s 
broadcast, because the songstress will use the new picture songs herself 
in the course of this week. 

Jolson at first was enthused about first doing the song 
the professional courtesy. 


but conceded 





Songwriting orchestra leader’s consistent nocturnal plugging of his 
own three songs not only has the other pubs peeved at being deprived of 


getting their catalogs on the air, but is the subject of conjecture why 
the station okays this persistent plugging. 

Midwestern station is the subject of considerable panning from artists 
who aver that it doesn’t live up to promises made when first signing up 
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Plays Abroad 





Gasino De Paris Revue 


(La Joie de Paris’ 
(‘Paris Joy’) 
Paris, Dec. 8 

A revue in two acts and 60 tableaux. 
Produced by O. Dufrenne and H. Varna. 
Afithor’s credit to Henri Varna, Leo Le- 
lievre, Marc-Cab and G. P. Abatino. Credit 
gags to Rene Dorin and for dances to 
yd Du Pont. Modern ballet by Lysana 
we Greasley girls. Musical director, 
hieux. Starring Josephine Baker, col- 
ored; Jane Helbling, Josephine Baker's col- 
the Trio Dorvils, 

Gulttar, 


ored jazz of 22 boys, 
Antre 


e Gavel, 
Kossenko, 16 He.ena Stars, Spring 


let; also Dandy, Pills and Tabet, Spa- 
‘ Jack Brwin, and many others. 


An unquestionable nit, with about 
$100,000 spent on production that is 
locally outstanding. Tempo is fair 
and for locals fast. Sets are nice. 
Girls are good. Outstanding factor 
in the revue is Spadolini, a male 
dancer. He is an Italian Riviera 
landscape painter, who a year ago 
made an appearance at the Empire 
as a dancer. Since then he has 
danced a little on the Riviera. He 
is an absolute knockout here, got 
repeated ovations, and looks like 
sure Broadway material. 

Revue is led by Josephine Baker, 
She is exceedingly lively, can dance 
and do comedy, but should not be 
overtaxed by heavy dramatics nor 
high-faluting yodeling. The J. P. 
Abatino who gets credit in author- 
ing is her reputed Sicilian husband. 

Jeanne Helbling, pictures, of 
Paris and !!ollywood, is making her 
maiden bow on the stage. She has 
the goods and is not afraid of dis- 
playins them. The Trio Dorvils do 
some very excellent acrobatic danc- 
ing. ‘The several troupes of girls 
are all okay. Sketch leader is 
Dandy, popular comedian, whose 
role might well be shortened. Dorn, 
Montmartre entertainer, comes in 
for two songs which might be 
omitted to speed up the show, leav- 
ing him only his witty cracks, which 
go very big. Pills and Tabet are a 
couple of piano players, who are 
almost sacrificed. Balance of men 
okay. 

Production is cleverly done, with 
nice curtains, leading progressively 
from ‘one’ to ‘full’; unless, after 
some comedy in ‘one,’ a ‘full’ is 
brought in immediately. 

From the musical point of view 
there is very little except for a 
Josephine Baker tune, ‘Rampam- 
pam. This revue will keep neither 
air nor gramophones busy. 

Show opens with a scene showing 
girls as colors on the palette of a 
painter, with one of the girls, An- 
dree Gavel, doing somersaults. This 
introduces all the several troupes of 

irls, totaling about 80, and also 

‘anny Clair, usually directed in 
pictures by Henry Roussell, and 
who does very nicely on the stage. 
After this the girls are used to show 
natural phenomena, such as a sun- 


Fanny Clair, 





set, etc. Then comes an amusing 
idea. he backdrop of the painter's 
study in ‘three’ is a. black velvet 


curtain with an opening like a pic- 
ture frame, behind which stripped 
girls appear, their backs to the au- 
dience and visible from shoulders to 
knees. On the succeeding bare backs 
Gerard as a painter sketches some 
well-known faces. The last one is 
that of Henri Cheron, a well-known 
politician. 

Next comes a sketch introducing 
the Helena girls, supnorting Jeanne 
Helbling in a motor sketch, where 
her skirt still comes down to her 
knees. She also appears in another 
sketch where she and a supposed 
lover correspond by phone. 

First real big set shows man as 
crushed by machinery, with girls 
doing machinery on steps in ‘full,’ 
and remindful of ‘Metropolis.’ Spa- 
dolini, dancer, then does the man 
crushed by machinery, and shortly 
after, does in another set, a sun 
dance. This other set is done with 
several scrims showing sunrise in- 
dividually lighted in from-sunrise- 
to-sunset effect. 

A short appearance of the Trio 
Dorvils, supported by the 16 Helena 
Stars, gets the three girls a terrific 
hand with excellent pirouettes and 
acrobatics; following which comes 
a sketch by Dandy about taxpayers, 
still too long, though it’s mcant to 
kill time in ‘one,’ while set in ‘full’ 
is changed. This is possibly the 
most artistic set of the revue, with 
all dressed in period court cos- 
tumes, and Spadolini as a bird mer- 
chant, whilst Josephine Baker does 
the lady. This scene might go any- 
where in a revue. 

Next comes in ‘one’ Dorin, Mont- 
martre entertainer. Songs are fair, 
but nothing like his quick-fire gags, 
which go big, and he ends on a kind 
of duo with Josephine Baker. 

Pills and Tabet, one playing a 
grand piano on which the other one 
is sitting, elevated from the orches- 
tra pit, are incidental to introduce 
Josephine Baker as the soul of jazz. 
She comes in ‘full’ with a 22-piece 
colored jazz band, and more show 
boys; and this, after much yodeling 
and dancing, when all the steps and 
chorus are introduced, as well as 
every principal, brings to a close 
the first act. 

Second part opens on a dancing 
production, titled ‘In the Corn 
Fields’ with girls playing poppies, 
following which comes a dramatic 


sketch in two acts titled ‘Exotic 
Bird.’ This shows the veranda of a 
rich planter in the South Sea Is- 
lands, and his native wife, done by 
Josephine Baker. They give a very 
dressy reception, and the husband 
lays plans to catch the lover of 
his wife, whom everybody knows 
will come back when he has retired. 

Second act shows the fulfillment 
of the drama when Josephine stops 
the bullet intended for her lover. 
The whole sketch might profitably 
be struck, and the song Josephine 
sings introduced elsewhere. More 
flower business in Hawaii, with 
Spadolini doing another dance, this 
time in a terra-cotta body make-up. 
This set includes a real water effect, 
and is impressive. Josephine Baker 
does a cooch dance, and shows she 
can do it—but Spadolini steals it 
all. 

Then comes a pretty indelicate 
sketch of Dandy, showing every- 
body in night dress crowding a 
hotel corridor in a vain attempt to 
enter the bathroom. More yodel- 
ing by Josephine Baker thereafter, 
but without any song hit, except 
her ‘Rampampam,’ when Pills and 
Tabet are again employed. 

Another sketch by Dandy shows 
him doing an apache dance, with 
Charblay doing travesty as a wom- 
an. The pit orchestra gets a chance 
to play ‘Espana’ in a Spanish set, 
with the Trio Gomez—two men and 
a girl—and a lot of the show girls. 
Last sketch is Jeanne Helbling 
as a Hollywood star—very stripped 
—singing that she wants to find a 
leading man, and getting various 
people from the audience on the 
stage to give them a test. They 
are handed various presents in the 
way of advertisement for various 
firms; too much advertisement, in 
fact. 

Finally the show closes on the big 
ensemble in ‘full,’ with the whole 
company again assembled in a 
sketch titled ‘Water Wonder,’ in 
which plenty water jets are used. 
Some of the ideas, costumes, cur- 
tains and sets are worth studying, 
against which, some old tricks like 
the slant mirror reversing the 
stage, are used to equally good 
local effect. 


DEAD SOULS 


Moscow, Dec. 1. 


After two years of work the Mos- 
cow Art Theatre has at last pre- 
sented the most eagerly expected 
play of the generation, a brand new 
dramatization of the Russian clas- 
sic, Gogol’s ‘Dead Souls.’ It took 
its place at once among the half 
dozen best productions of this fa- 
mous theatre—and Stanislavsky’s 
best is certainly superlative. 

The troupe, with Stanislavsky 
himself actively taking part despite 
his age and ill health, labored on 
Gogol’s masterpiece to make it as 
nearly perfect as a stage production 
can be. And in this reviewer's opin- 
ion it succeeded brilliantly. The 
whole content and the very nuance 
of the atmosphere of the great novel 
has been caught and framed and 
presented to the public in 12 exqui- 
site scenes, just as full of the humor 
and the pathos of ‘Dead Souls’ as 
the original. 

Fach of the scenes ig like a care- 
fully worked etching, with not a 
line or a word out of place. Every 
character and every situation is 
drawn with meticulous care. No 
wonder it took two years of unre- 
mitting work to bring the play to 
the public. Merely the costumes and 
settings, with their painstaking ac- 
curacy, was a gigantic labor. 

Great credit should go—and the 
Soviet press is not withholding any 
—to Michael Bulgakov, who made 
the dramatized version. Not a word 
is spoken throughout the four acts 
which is not drawn straight out of 
Gogol. It meant tremendous labor 
in dissecting and reassembling the 
contents of the book. Bulgakov used 
a card-catalog system, recording 
every word spoken by any of the 
characters in the novel. These he 
then pieced together to make his 
scenes. But there is not even a sug- 
gestion of artificiality despite this 
cold-blooded procedure. 

The novel, it will be recalled, deals 
with the rascalities of a city slicker 
who comes to the provinces and pro- 
ceeds to slick. His racket consists 
in buying up the documents of de- 
ceased serfs. Legally these ‘dead 
souls’ were still reckoned as exist- 
ent until the next official registra- 
tion, several years off. Legally, 
therefore, the State banks were ob- 
ligated to accept them as collateral 
on loans. Chichikov, that’s the vil- 
lain, therefore buys up the dead 
souls for a song and uses them to 
obtain a huge loan. The business is 
gruesome enough and shows up 
Russian civilization before serfdom 
was abolished. In the end Chich- 
ikov is caught and jailed 

The story is the least of it. The 
art comes in the minute portrayal 
of types and episodes. The Moscow 
Art’s best actors have roles and the 
assisting cast is so large that prac- 
tically the whole company takes 
part. Chichikov, the lead role, is 
played by Toporkov:; other impor- 
tant roles are played by Moskvin, 





his’ brother Tarkhanov, Lilin, Ke- 


SPLH WEEK Sf00K 


Two Dowa East Towne Divide New 
Dramatic Group 








Fadi River, Mass., Dec. 24. 

The Civie Theatre Association 
will open a six weeks’ series of 
plays at the Academy Tuesday (26). 
Shows will be presented here the 
first half of week and at New Bed- 
ford last half. 

The cast includes Joan Kenyon, 
Frances Dade, Jessie Royce Landis, 
Helen Kingsley, Ann Mason, Ruth 


Gates, Florence Shirtey, Wilfred 
Lytell, Frederick Tozere, Harold 
Conklin, Roy Roberts, Lawrence 


Keating and Don Beddoe. 

Howard P., Comstock, Little The- 
atre director in Fall River, is in 
charge. 


Irving Jacobs B. R. for 
Modern ‘Hedda Gabler’ 


Hellyvrood, Dec. 24. 

Irving Jacobs, New York stock 
breker and husband of Barbara 
Barondess, screen actress, is going 
to finance the production of a mod- 
ern version of ‘Hedda Gabler,’ both 
here and in San Francisco. 

Tom Van Dyke, whom Jacobs 

financed in New York, is to stage 
and direct the attraction. It will be 
not only a modernistic version, but 
will also have modernistic scenic 
embellishment. 
Picture names will be used in the 
east, with production probably at 
the Hollywood Playhouse late in 
January. 








Francie Lederer Ill 


There were no performances of 
‘Autumn Crocus’ at the Morosco, 
New; York, the last half of last week. 
rate Bin Lederer fell ill with grippe 
on Thursday and was ordered abed. 
The foreigner played is co-starred 
with Dorothy Gish. 

Performances were slated to re- 
sume at the holiday matinee Mon- 
day. 


Worcester List Grows 


Worcester, Mass., Dec. 24. 

More than $2,000 already has been 
subscribed for a dramatic stock sea- 
son with guest stars, which is being 
sponsored by the Worcester Drama 
League. A 12-week season is 
planned. 

The Worcester theatre, old legit 
house which recently closed wheel 
burlesque, would be used. 


Coburn ia Bankruptcy 


Charles’ D. Coburn, producer- 
actor, of 15 Gramercy Park, has 
filed a petition in voluntary bank- 
ruptcy in New York. 

Accompanying schedule listed lia- 
billties of $35,984 and a bank bal- 
ance of $4 as his assets. 











drov, Stanitzin—som of the star 
names in Russian theatre. 

The direction is credited to V. G. 
Sakhnovsky. But Bulgakov in fact 
was one of the directors. Bulgakov 
is a young playwright with several 
first-rate plays and a lot of political 
censorship te his credit. His out- 
standing piece, also on the Moscow 
Art boards, is ‘Day of the Turbins.’ 
For some time he was under a cloud 
because his plays were considered 
unproletarian. Now the cloud has 
lifted. His dramatization of ‘Dead 


Souls’ puts him safely in the front 
ranks, Lyons. 
(‘The Sparrow’) 

Vienna, Dec. 4. 
A comedy in three acta by Melchoir 
Lengyel, First presented by the Akademie- 


theatre, Vienna, Nov. 26. Im the cast: 
Maria Kramer, Gisela Wilke, Willy Thal- 
ler, Hans Wengraf. 





Lengyl’s new comedy is a sort of 
pendant to his ‘Angel’ of last year. 
There we had a society lady whose 
natural instincts led her to seek 
doubtful adventures in Paris. Here 
we have a poor little cocotte who 
longs for a_ strictly respectable 
lower middle-class home. She 
dreams in exaltation of being a 
widow on a modest pension and the 
unattainable height of her ambi- 
tion is to go to market with a bas- 
ket, to haggle about the price of 
victuals and to have a family, pref- 
erably a grandfather, and all that 
having a grandfather implies in the 
way of respectability and _ bour- 
geoisie. 

When Sparrow—that is her nick- 
name—meets a sweetly innocent 
American boy at the night cafe 
which she frequents, and he be- 
lieves her to be respectable, she 
decides to stick to it. She does not 
do it to lead Jim on, but because 
she believes in her dream. She 
takes a room in the home of a 
highly respectable, very naive and 
seen-better-days family, and, as 





(Continued on page 49) 


Universal Nuisance Uncovered by 
Moffit of K.C._Calls Him ‘Mr. Hoots’ 





John C. Moffitt, Kansas City col- 
umnist, recently did a sketch of a 
character painfully prevalent in 
practicaly every city and yet sel- 
dom given even passing thought— 
the local theatrical arbiter. 

He is not of the theatre, nor is he 
for it. He seldom has a kind word 
for the institution he has so benevo- 
lently taken under his wing. He 


CROTHERS FUND RELIEF 
ON NO-RED-TAPE BASIS 


The Stage Relief Fund started 
functioning last week, promptly 
aiding needy professionals and for- 
mulating plans to raise additional 
funds. Distribution quarters were 
established in the New Amsterdam 
theatre building, where as many as 
§2 applications for help were han- 
dled in a day. 

No red tape in the procedure of 
disbursing funds. Volunteer inves- 
tigators made reports without delay, 
and orders on the treasurer, John 
Golden, were issued promptly at the 
distribution office. 


The fund bettered a $6,000 total 
over the week-end, about $900 com- 
ing from a Sunday night perform- 
ance of ‘Dangerous ‘Corner’ at the 
Avon. Last Sunday was not slated 
for a benefit show because of 
Christmas, but the schedule calls 
for a drama and musical each Sun- 
day for the next month. 


Professionals are urged to stipu- 
late that they will appear in other 
benefit shows only if 15% be donated 
to the Stage Relief. Those making 
such proviso should report it to the 
Fund headquarters, Algonquin hotel. 
Christmas baskets of food were 
distributed and a bureau for donated 
clothing will be opened. It is pro- 
posed to make an arrangement with 
the Actors’ Dinner club to enlarge 
its activities so that the Relief Fund 
applicants can be taken care of. 
Larger quarters for the club are be- 
ing sought. 

The executive committee is com- 
posed of Rachel Crothers, who 
started the movement; Sam H. Har- 
ris and Brock Pemberton (for the 
managers), Austin Strong and Marc 
Connelly (for the authors), Jane 
Cowl and Minnie Dupree (for the 
actors), and John Golden. 

In charge of the distribution office 
are Effie McVicker and Arthur Han- 
na, who are engaged at small sala- 
ries. The committees and volunteer 
personnel are working without re- 
muneration. 

Following are new contributions 
to the Stage Relief Fund: 








Prevints «cs ceves Sreryoreer & em 
Winthrop AmeS ...scecessee 500.00 
Lawrence Langmer ...eccee 250.00 
po i | eT Meee a 
Rae Selwyn Goldsmith..... 100.00 
The Comoedia Matinee Club 100.00 
MRORGFTAOUR ccccccvcceccecee IORSS 
Otis Skinner eeenveaeeveeeeeee 50.00 
AMOMYMOUB coccccccoscccce 59.00 
EA TNE no ccccctecsecee 50.00 
Philip Moeller ........ osee 50.00 
Mrs. Wm. H. Donaldson.... 25.00 


23.00 
20.00 
10.00 
10.00 
900.00 


Adeline Hancock ....cccoee 
Harry Content ..ccccccersse 
es CHO 6:60.66 90000000K00 
Katherine A, Garrett....... 
Benefit ‘Dangerous Corner’. 
From the following compan- 
ies: ‘When Ladies Meet,’ 
‘Dinner at Eight,’ ‘Of Thee 
DB We <60-4.0440 ceeen's esas 
From the _ following § in- 
dividuals: Louise Sillcox 
Jean Dixon, Betty Star- 
buck, Frank Gilmore, 
Constance Collier, Sam 
H. Harris office, John 
Golden, Agnes McCarthy, 


121.76 


Paul Kelly and Eddie 
CU scrccucescedeaséawee S6887 

MISCOHUANGOUS cccccecececve 61.00 
ME 00st ndeseseewes ect eenet 





New Leg# Firm in Chi 

Chicago, Dec. 24. 
Kondolf-Logan Corp. was set up 
last week by Attorney Phil Davis 
on behalf of the owners of ‘Spring- 
time for Henry’ at the Blackstone. 
xeorge Kondolf is the credited pro- 
ducer. Logan is the family name 
of Gavin Muir's wife. Muir has a 
piece as well as appearing in show. 
Kondolf-Logan Corp. is hopeful 
of doing one or two other plays at 





the Blackstone during the spring. 


figures that the function of a critic 
is to find fault; not to reward the 
g00d as well as decrying the de- 


merits. Moffitt’s ‘Mr. Hoots’ ig 
micro-photographic. Hoots ig in. 
teresting, if repellant. Meet the 
man most readers know without 
ever having stopped to appraise. 

Moffitt tells how this particular 
speciment was ranting around the 
lobby of a recent performance 
loudly voicing his general disap- 
proval of one of the real hits of the 
current road session. The he runs 
on: 

Influential 

‘Throughout that city it would be 
hard to find a man less qualified to 
pass an opinion on anything dra- 
matic, yet for years Mr. Hoots has 
been a force in the theatrical world 
of his community. In influence Mr. 
Hoots surpassed any of the town’s 
three competent dramatic critics 
because Mr. Hoots was an active 
member of the Masons, the Moose, 
the Athletic Club, the Gluttonous 
Heights Country Club and I know 
not what else. By the members 
of all these organizations he was 
regarded as the community’s great 
Friend of the Theatre. 

‘As a friend of the theatre Mr. 
Hoots of the Moose is just about as 
valuable as a hundred years of 
rainy weather or fifty years of in- 
fluenza. Something of an amateur 
actor, his primary requisite for a 
play is that it shall have a part in 
which he can see himself. His in- 
tellectual interest in the theatre (if 
we shall do him the compliment of 
thinking he ever had one) solidified 
on points of humor and fantasy at 
about the time Donald Brian first 
imitated a horsey in that clever 
little dance in ‘The Merry Widow,’ 
and he stoutly maintains that ‘Our 
American Cousin’ was the high 
water mark of dramatic creation 
in the English language. Quite 
naturally this gentleman of the old 
school finds much in the new the- 
atre to confuse him and his only 
explanation of his uncomprehen- 
sion is that the playwrights, actors 
and producers are both depraved 
and demented. 

‘Last season, the best professional 
season this city ever had, Mr. Hoots 
derided ‘Grand Hotel,’ ‘Mourning 
Becomes Eiectra,’ ‘The Barretts 
of Wimpole Street’ and other good 
shows, materially damaging a sea- 
son that richly deserved success, 
Mr. Hoots often is invited to the 
previews by the exchange men. Hf 
the picture displeases him he throws 
a big dinner at his mansion and be- 
fore a select audience of his various 
brethren proceeds to vivisect the 
film to be offered commercially next 
week, 

Running the Show 


‘Some years ago a Community 
Theatre was organized in those 
parts. Mr. Hoots appeared in most 
of the important parts, forgetting 
his lines and clowning the situa- 
tions. He selected the plays, cast 
them and overrode the directors. 
Because he had invested $1,000 in 
the movement, his finger was in 
every pie, and after four years of 
existence the Community Theatre 
had discovered only one play by 4 
local author and had rolled up & 
staggering deficit. Since then sev- 
eral groups of youngsters, refusing 
both Mr. Hoots’s talents and his 
pelf, have produced something like 
two dozen original plays, all of 
which had something to recommend 
them. The greatest difficulty cx- 
perienced by these novices has been 
to interest a public that had learned 
to mistrust all such enterprises 
after four seasons of Mr. Hoots. 

‘The professional manager tells 
me these amateurs never will cult @ 
wide swath in the town whose fra- 
ternal brethren have been danciag 
around the Golden Ass too long to 
be diverted by- any honest Moses, 
no matter what script he brings 
down from the heights. 

‘The most interesting item in the 
case history of Mr. Hoots is the 
foundation of his influence and his 
great reputation. This rests upon 
one nebulous fact and one solid one. 
Some say that Mr. Hoots is dis- 
tantly related to a stage star. It 
may be Otis Skinner or it may be 
Holbrook Blinn. Some say it 18 
Henry Miller. The commentators 
differ on this point. But there can 
be no doubt that Mr. Hoots has 
dined with a great many actors 
This the natives know with great 
certainty. So: 


‘Actors should be more careful 





. Who they eat with.’ 
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Rehearsal Pay Eouity’s Backfire = 
On MPA’s Non-Guarantee Idea 


—___— + 


Negotiations are reported under 
way between Bquity and the League 
of New York Theatres pointing to 
the framing of a new contract which 
would replace the Basic Minimum 
Agreement between Equity and the 
Managers’ Protective Association. 
It expires in 1934. The negotiations 
are not official because the contract 
is still in force. 

The proposal from Equity to the 
League, appears to contain a joker, 
which would open the way for a 
rule requiring pay to actors dur- 
ing rehearsals which generally is 
four weeks fer dramas and five 
weeks for musicals. Among the few 
showmen who are aware of the 
matter, the possibility of managers 
paying casts during rehearsals, has 
aroused violent protest. 

Neither the League nor Equity 
made any comment on the paid re- 
hearsals angle, but it is known that 
Equity has been considering what 
to do with the M.P.A, agreement. 
Its clauses are virtually obsolete 
and most of the members of the 
managers’ organization are inactive. 

A Trading Proposal 

Understood that the paid rehear- 
gal plan is Equity’s counter to the 
managers’ proposal that the League 
shall not be held responsible should 
its members default in the payment 
of salaries. That is the only feature 
of the Basic Agreement that Equity 
eares about—and even that is not 
functioning. The M.P.A. has not 
paid something like $8,000 in sal- 
ary claims by Equity members. 
Managerial body has been stalling 
for time and states it has no money 
in the treasury. 

The M.P.A. was formed in the 
spring of 1924 at a time when there 
was some threat of a second actors’ 
strike. The Shuberts at the time 
were incorporating the Shubert 
Theatre corporation. Wall Street 
told the Shuberts the deal was off 
unless the possibility of an actors’ 
strike was eliminated. With a 
group of other managers, the Shu- 
berts quit the Producing Managers‘ 
Association and signed a 10-year 
strike-proof agreement with Equity. 

The M.P.A. was never able to re- 
cruit many members. Most of the 
ether leading showmen preferred 
to be independent. In addition to 
the strike restriction, which means 
nothing now, M.P.A. people could 
engage two non-Equity players in 
every 10. This was the much talked 
of ‘80-20’ stipulation, which was 
framed to take care of Fideliiy 
League members—Equity oposition 
ofa kind. However, Fidelity is now 
about the same dead letter as the 
Basic agreement. 


FRIEDLAND’S CHANCE 





AT $2.50 ‘FRENCHMEN’ 





Anatole Friedland opened a tour 


of ‘Fifty Million Frenchmen’ at 
$2.50 top at Albany, N. Y., last 
night (26). Show features Florence 
Moore. 

Albany date is for the first half 
With the second half (29-31) at 
Rochester. So far a total route of 


six weeks has been laid out. 
The show was a Broadway mu- 
sical hit of some seasons ago. 


Stage Relief Sunday 
Sell Out at Pop Scale 


Sunday night legit performances 
to be held in aid of the Stage Re- 
lief Fund, may be given at popular 
prices as the result of the success 
of ‘Dangerous Corner’ the first bene- 
fit for the Fund. ‘Corner’ at $1.50 
top played to $900 which was 
virtual capacity at the Avon, New 
York. Performance was given with 
little advance publicity. 

Opinion appear to be that such 
Sunday night benefits have a better 
chance to oppose the picture houses, 
with the regular scales lowered. 
Class playgoers will not come to 
Broadway on Sunday and the draw 
for all types of shows relies prin- 
cipally on the middle class patron- 
age that comes into Times Square 
only on that night. 








CHI SELWYN’S 1ST BOOKING 
Chicago, Dec. 24. 
Selwyn theatre lights for one 
week Jan. 9 with Cornelia Otis 
Skinner in recital. 
House is only one of UBO group 
Bot to be used al] season. 








ANY PORT IN A STORM 


Minneapolis Stock Players Get Lo- 
cal Store Jobs 
Minneapolis, Dec. 24. 

With theatrical employment 
searce, stock actors hereabeuts are 
invading other fields to earn a live- 
lihood. 

Grace Troy, leading lady with the 
Bainbridge dramatic stock com- 
pany at the Shubert for a portion 
of the present season, has been a 
sales-woman in one of the large 
loop department stores, 

Arthur Faust, heavy man with 
the same company all last season, 
is a floor-walker in an exclusive 
local shop. Bernard Suss, the 
Bainbridge company’s stage direc- 
tor and character actor for three 
seasons, igs selling medical books to 
doctors. 





GIRL PRODUCER WITH 
AD AGENCY ON SIDE 


Elizabeth Miele, who produced 
‘Anybody’s Game, at the Bijou, New 
York, last week, was formerly a 
practicing attorney in Newark, N. J. 
Story of the play has to do with an 
advertising agency. 

Miss Miele conducts an ad agency 
in association with a Miss Halsey, 
scion of the Borden milk family. 
They handle accounts specializing 
in women’s magazines. 

Understood that Miss Miele is in 
reality the Paul Barton programed 
as author of ‘Game.’ She broke 
into show business a season or so 
with ‘City Haul,’ which, principally 
because of her inexperience, dropped 
about $70,000. 


Equity’s Hollywood Sour 
List Tabs 12 Producers 


Hollywood, Dec. 24. 

Though legit activities have been 
light here for the past year, 12 pro- 
ducers are on Equity’s bad list, 
with members warned not to enter 
into contract with them. 

Producers on whom Equity has 
soured are: Richard La Salle, War- 
ren Millais, Oliver Morosco, George 











Sherwood, Thomas Wilks, Paul 
Trebitsch, Andy Wright, O. D. 


Woodward, Gerhold O. Davis, Allen 


King, Sid Goldtree and Huron 
Blyden. 
Wilks, Wright and Millais have 


been out of production for the past 
three years. Others intermittently 
announce a production. 


L. A. Champ Angel Wins 


Los Angeles, Dec. 24. 

Mrs. Elizabeth M. Geiger, who 
angeled the Columbia Grand Opera 
Co. for over $95,000 three years ago, 
was given judgment for $98,427.05 
against the aria corporation in Su- 
perior Court here, 

As the champ local opera backer, 
Mrs. Geiger had the heads of Co- 
lumbia sign notes every time she 
gave them an advance. 








Stage Hand Law Upset 
New Haven, Dec. 24. 

A. J. Vanni and Jack Sanson, lo- 
ca] theatre managers, were freed in 
test case concerning validity of a 
city ordinance demanding employ- 
ment of two full-time stagehands in 
houses over 300-seaters, 

Men had submitted to arrest 
bring the matter into court. 
court gave decision in their 


to 
The 
favor 


on ground that ordinance discrim- 
inated against certain theatre 


owners. 


Ed Giroux Out 





New Ground 


New Orleans, Dec. 24. 
Robert Irwin, who managed 
the Fifth Avenue, New York, 








in its haleyon vaude days, is 
} piloting Guy Bates Post in his 
legit tour of the south. 
In one of the southern towns 
where Post played, a patron 
upon buying his ticket re- 
marked: ‘It will be quite a 
novelty to see living, breath- 
ing actors on the stage, but it 
seems to me the theatre is 
taking a very radical step.’ 











Wynn’s New Rep on Air 
Brings ‘Parade’ to B’way 
For Repeat After Chi 


Ed Wynn is bringing his ‘Laugh 
Parade’ revue back to Broadway for 
eight weeks following completion of 
the scheduled eight weeks’ stay in 
Chi. The musical is in its third 
week there. 

Wynn's radio popularity has been 
reacting in favor of his shew, and 
the Broadway return booking is pre- 
dicated chiefly on renewed inter- 
est in himself, through the radio 
angle, 


BOSTON’S NEW CENSOR 
SPEAKS OUT OF TURN 


Boston, Dec, 24. 

Stanton White, the new city cen- 
sor, has come down to earth with 
a thud, suddenly brought to con- 
fess he has made his first misstep. 

The Barn Workshop on Joy street, 
within an easy stone’s throw of the 
State House, put on a play, ‘Strike.’ 
Certain patriots tipped off the cen- 
sor that the play was unpatriotic, 
un-American, and un- a lot of other 
things, with a slant toward Bol- 
shevism. 

The censor unexpectedly visited 
the little theatre. Girls at the door 
with boxes asked him to contribute 
to the relief of the unemployed. 

‘You must stop these collections,’ 
ordered White. And forthwith the 
collecting stopped. 

Then he passed in to witness the 
performance, The next day the 
newspapers carried long stories; the 
play was strafed to beat the band 
until word got out that the theatre 
and the performance didn’t come 
under the censor’s jurisdiction at 
all, 

David F. Niles, acting head of the 
Ford Hall Forum Players, enacting 
‘Strike,’ conferred at City Hall with 
White. The upshot was: 

White was in bad on the collec- 
tions order—he hadn’t any author- 
ity to stop them. 

White erred in his censorship vis- 
it. The little house isn’t a licensed 
theatre, and the law doesn’t give 
him the right to touch its activities. 

The city law department, called 
in, corroborated; and White apolo- 
gized. 
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Shubert 


Corp. Assets Going at 
| Auction—Properties Once Worth 


9 Millions Estimated at $300,000 


+ 





| weeks reopened 


BALTO REVIVES ‘CAPTIVE’ 


Louw Tellegen and Ann Davis Head 
Mayfair Prod. Cast 








Baltimore, Dec. 24. 

First legit show in town in three 
Ford's Christmos 
night, with ‘Captive,’ as presented 
by the Mairfair Procuctions, Inc. 

That French sh-sh drama shook 
this town loose from its shexels 
some years ago when it arrived 
with Helen Menken after having 
been banned in New York. 

This edition has Lou Tellegen 
and Ann Davis. 


SECOND DUCAT DEALER | 
IN CHI GOES MANAGER 


Chicago, Dec. 24. 


Ray West, treasurer at the Adel- 
phi for the past seven years, be- 
came lessee-manager of the Gar- 
rick with the opening Christmas 
night of ‘The Family Upstairs,’ by 
Harry Delf. West and Ben Louis, 
his assistant at the Adelphi, have 
moved into the box at the Garrick. 
Ralph Kettering is said to have no 
connection with the new enterprise. 


West the second box office 
graduate into managerial ranks 
within the past month. Blackstone 
is currently under a _ triumvirate 
with two of the members, Cyrus 
Wilder and James Sheehan ducat 
dealers. 

Following ‘Family Upstairs’ West 
has tentative arangements for other 
shows. At the Blackstone Guy 
Hardy and his two b.o. associates 
are looking beyond ‘Springtime for 
Henry’ to Gladys Unger’s ‘Ladies 
of Creation.’ 

‘Family Upstairs’ was penciled for 
the Vanderbilt, New York, but the 
Garrick booking was arranged by 
Horace Sistaire and West on the 
theory that there was an open field 
and little competition in Chicago. 
Leonard Doyle is producer with 
Thomas Ross starred. Piece played 
for two weeks at the Harris here 
two years ago, but this is entirely 
new company. 








is 





Simeon Gest Producing 


Hollywood, Dec. 24. 


Simeon, brother of Morris Gest, 
hits for New York early in January 
to produce a play. ‘Title is ‘Theatre 
Square,’ written by Maria Alda- 
nova, 

Story is based on a romance be- 





tween a Russian ballerina and the 
late Czar Nicholas. 





: Specs Surrounding Coward Play 





$4.40 Top for New Drama with New Sex 
Triangle—3-Star Cast 





‘EVENSONG’ ON B’WAY 


Sir Barry Jackson, producer of 
‘Evensong’ in London, intended to 
present the drama here, which ex- 
plained why he rejected offers from 
| American managers. Instead Sir 
| Barry will be co-producer of the 
| Broadway presentation with Arch 
Selwyn, late in January. Deal was 
made during Selwyn’s recent Lon- 
don visit. 
| Edith Evans will be featured. 
With four other English players she 
‘is due Jan. 17, by which time the 
|balance of the cast, recruited in 
New York, will be up in their roles. 
| In February Selwyn will present 
Foreigners,’ Frederick Lonsdale’s 
| satire on the League of Nations. At 





CO-PRODUCTION OF | 








Seven ticket speculators are re- 
ported having options on_ store 
space on 47th street, adjacent to the 
Barrymore theatre where Noel Cow- 
ard’s ‘Desire for Living’ is due to 
open Jan. 24 under the direction of 
Max Gordon. Heretofore one or 
two ticket gyps have operated in 
more or less temporary quarters 
where established hits were spotted. 

In this instance the ticket men 
are playing a hunch. Not only from 
hunger but several factors are fig- 
ured to assure a draw to ‘Living,’ 
such as the three name leads—Cow- 
ard, Lynn Fontanne and Alfred 
Lunt, also the reputed staging of a 
new kind of sex triangle. 

Leading ticket agencies have con- 
tracted for most of the tickets for| 
12 weeks and other specs must re- 





sort to ‘digging.’ 


‘Living’ is the first drama this 
season with a box office top price | 
of $4.40. That goes for the entire! 


| Wd Giroux, who was manager of} Easter time he has scheduled a play|lower floor. Mezzanine, first five| ré 
‘the Morosco and Bijou theatres for with music tentatively called |} rows upstairs (no gallery), will be 
the Shuberts, is out, having been | ‘Mother of Pearl.’ It opens this week | $3.55 per ticket, while the balcony 
replaced by David Finestone who is|in Manchester, England, with Alice | will range from $1.65 to $3.30 
doubling from his desk job in the} Delysia, Irene Bordoni is to have ‘Gay Divorce,’ current at the | 
Shubert office. the lead on this side. | Barrymore, is expected to move to} 
Giroux is a veteran manager. He Idea to show ‘Words and Music another theatre when the Coward | 
was with the firm for many years.’ Here’ is indefinite, show is ready. | 


There is no longer doubt the Shu- 
bert Theatre Corporation is bank- 
rupt nor that it will go on the auc- 
tion block in February. 

Notice was sent to the creditors, 
represented by four committees, 
that on Jan. 4, 1933, Lee Shubert 
and the Irving Trust Company, co- 
receivers, will appear before Judge 
Francis C. Caffey in the Federal 
court and ‘may ask for a decree’ to 
dispose of the assets and divide the 
proceeds among the ‘rightful credi- 
tors.’ 

This substantiates the report of 
several weeks ago that the receiv- 
ers were broke again and that they 
would produce no more shows—the 
only way the receivership had a 
chance to make money and pay off. 
Record of the receivers’ legit pro- 
duced shows is a succession of flops, 
with only a few shows able to dodge 
losing money. 

There is little indication that the 
ereditors and bondholders will get 
a penny in settlement. First money 
obtained through the sale of the 
properties (liquidation) will go to 
the holders of the receivers’ certifi- 
cates, amounting to $300,000. 

Keeping Investors Secret 

Holders of the certificates by 
name have been kept under cover 
by the receivers, but it is generally 
believed that the Shuberts them- 
selves bought the paper. If that is 
correct then the Shuberts may be 
in the position of buying their the- 
atres back for $300,000—properties 
which had a book value of nearly 
$17,000,000 in 1929, with equities 
amounting to between $8,000,000 and 
$9,000,000 at the time. The Shu- 
bert comparative balance sheet of 
June, 1931, showed assets totalling 
$23,549,000. 

From an observant source it is 
estimated that the Shuberts and 
their associates benefitted up to 
$10,000,000 through the incorpora- 
tion of the Shubert company in 
1924, A goodly part was realized 
through the sale of $4,000,000 in 
bonds on their theatres, also some- 
thing like 150,000 shares of stock 
which at one time was worth $10,- 
500,000 on the Stock Exchange. A 
later ‘6% Gold Debenture’ bond is- 
sue of $6,450,000 was floated to re- 
tire the original bond issue. 


Investigation 

Most interesting development in 
the Shubert situation may come 
when the court decides on the peti- 
tion of the Independent Bordhold- 
ers’ Committee to reaudit the cor- 
poration which will be in the na- 
ture of an investigation. Charles 
vans Hughes, Jr., special master 
appointed to recommend action to 
the court, held ex-parte (closed) 
meetings with one or more of the 
creditors’ committees last week, 
Mr. Hughes has been considering 
the petition for the past six months. 

Subject of the private fortunes 
of Lee and J. J. Shubert is a mat- 
ter of no little discussion in show 
circles. They are known to have 
vast realty holdings under the name 
of the Trebuhs Realty Co. Some 
of it is along 8th avenue and un- 
improved, They also bought in 
much realty on the extreme east 
side of midtown New York, mostly 
facing the East River. 


CO-OPERATIVE IF BUT 
WITH $5 GUARANTEE 


Maybe a new low was reached on 
Greoadway last week when an indie 
producer offered his prospective ac- 
tors $5 a week, plus percentage in 
profit, if any. 





Producer told the actors all he 
could offer was a straight co-op- 
erative proposition, but he didn't 
like actors to go hungry or borrow 
carfare. So he'd give ‘em $5 a 
week, 

‘Encore’ Abandoned 

‘Encore,’ which Arthur Hopkins 
tried out with Ethel Barrymore and 
Which closed abruptly in New 
Haven recently, when the star was 

ported ill, has gone to the store- 
| house, 

It is doubtful if the show will 
igain be tried and if so it is un- 
derstood another actress will be 
secured. Miss Barrymore was ill 


with pneumonia last week but was 
reported recovering. 
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Australia 


By Eric Gorrick 


Sydney, Nov. 25. 

Pre- Yuletide drop hit the theatres 
three weeks before expected. It is 
generally a week prior to the festive 
season that the b. o. slump appears 
in Australia, but this year the early 
drop has the managers perplexed. 
It is certain that one or two thea- 
tres in each city will close down 
unless business brightens. Capitol, 
Sydney, shuts this week until De- 
cember 24, and will then reopen as 
a weekly change house. When Gen- 
eral Theatre come into operation, a 


radical change will take place in 
connection with non-paying thea- 
tres. 





Quality in Demand 

Picture theatre executives are be- 
moanng the fact that they cannot 
get hgh-class attractions for their 
theatres. Executives say that 
American producers are falling 
down on quality pictures, and this 
factor is hurting. 

It is the intention of General The- 
atres to build up a British circuit in 
the new year and to turn the follow- 
ing theatres, previously playing 
American pictures, into’ British 
houses: Majestic, Brisbane; Lyric, 
Newcastle; Plaza, Sydney; Majes- 
tic, Melbourne; Civic, Adelaide; Re- 
gent, Perth, and His Majesty's, Ho- 
bart. 

Rest of the circuit will play 
American pictures. General Thea- 
tres’ execs say that the best of feel- 
ing exists between their organiza- 
tion and the distributors, and no 
trouble is expected in the supply of 
pictures. Just a question of being 
able to get attractions with a b o. 
appeal. 


Warners in Court 

The chief industrial magistrate 
fined Warner Bros. 20 pounds for 
a breach of the clerks’ award. Mag- 
istrate said case suggested duress. 

Defendant company had failed to 
pay a male clerk the award rate for 
one week. In August last, it was 
alleged, the secretary of the defend- 
ant company had received advice 
from America, and it was suggested 
to the staff that, owing to general 
business reasons, employees should 
take a week's leave without salary. 

When employees received their 
pay, it was alleged, there was a cir- 
cular in the pay envelopes, and sub- 
sequently the staff agreed to return 
the money to the company and take 
a week’s holiday. An officer of the 
department of industry advised the 
secretary that his company was 
committing a breach of the award. 
The defence stated company had 
tried to avoid a system of rationing, 
and the breach had been committed 
unwittingly. All the staff had since 
been paid in full. 





Legit Tries Comeback 

Although 1932 was not a very 
bright year for legit, nevertheless a 
decided improvement was experi- 
enced over the 1931 season. The 
managers have decided that the only 
way to get business is to offer first- 
class productions instead of reviv- 
als. With this end in view, the fol- 
lowing attractions have been booked 
for the coming season by William- 
son-Tait. 

‘Waltzes from Vienna,’ “Treasure 
Island,’ Clarkson Rose and 12 Eng- 
lish revue artists, and Athene Sey- 
ler and Nicholas Hannen in a cycle 
of modern plays. 

These, together with ‘Autumn 
Crocus,’ Gilbert and Sullivan, Dame 
Sybil Thorndike and the Imperial 
Opera Co., should result in a good 
lineup of attractions. 

farly in 1933 practically every le- 
gitimate theatre is expected to be 
in operation again. 


MEXICO ABOLISHES ALL 
TICKET SPECULATORS 


Mexico City, Dec. 24. 
ticket speculators, long 
institution, have been 
abolished by a presidential decree 
inspired by house operators and 
stage show customers. Decree re- 
quires that all theatre box offices 
make public number of tickets 
available for each show and open 
at 11 a. m. week days and at 10 
a. m. Sundays and holidays. 

Managers failing to obey this pro- 
vision are liable to fines from $15 
to $35 and imprisonment of 15 days 
to a month. Specs are subject to 
fines of from $85 to $170. Hereto- 
fore, it was legal for all stage thea- 
tres here to turn over their best 
seats to specs who were permitted 
to charge 25% over tickets’ face 
value. 

New measure tolerates bull fight 
ticket specs for this season only, 
but allows them to charge only 10% 
over face ryalues. Formerly, specs 
got away with premiums of 100% 
and more from American tourists. 
Next season bull fighting will be 
conducted sans specs, 


Theatre 
a Mexican 





[London Pavilion 
Back to Abrahams; 
Variety Goes On 


London, Dec. 16. 
London Pavilion continuous 
policy is now being op- 
Abrahams, Ltd., the 


The 
variety 
erated by A. E. 
superior lessee. 

The M. M. S. (London Pavilion), 
Ltd., was formed in May with £10,- 


000, to operate as a continuous 
vaudeville house. The directorate 
were Major North, Victor North 
(of the North Nitrate family), Er- 


nest Mepsted and Colonel G. E. 
Millner. 
Due to heavy preliminary ex- 


penses, such as big electrical signs 
costing around £6,000, and un- 
precedented heat wave, the com- 
pany during the early part of its 
career, found itself in money dif- 


ficulties. For personal reasons, the 
directors refused to put more 
money in the concern. This re- 


sulted in the company resorting to 
a West End money lending concern, 
who loaned the company £6,000 at 
heavy interest. Money lenders ex- 
tracted on an average of fourpence 
per seat, per person. The contract 
with these lenders extends till early 
July, 1933. 

It is estimated that thus far, the 
money lenders have had around 
£5,000 in interest. The company 
now finds itself in a position where 
it is losing money every week, de- 
spite there being an _ operating 
profit of around £300 to £400 per 
week. 

Such a situation could not go in- 
defintely, and it has resulted in “A. 
E. Abrahams taking back the thea- 
tre. 

This doés not méan the house 
will discontinue its continuous pol- 
icy. It will go on as usual. But 
it is definite that M. M. S. (London 
Pavilion), Limited, will go. into 
compulsory liquidation, and a new 
company, with new capital, will 
shortly be formed. All the former 
directors will definitely be out, with 
new ones appointed. It is, how- 
ever, certain John Southern will 
remain as general manager. 

There is still another reason why 
the Pavilion policy of continuous 
vaudeville has not been enttrely 
successful. The badly chosen and 
repetitive programs. Only recently 
they had two conjurors on the same 
bill, doing practically the same act, 
and both booked for a fortnight. 
Bills are actually overburdened 
with dumb acts, and English peo- 
ple, unlike Continentals, have a dis- 
tinct partiality for comedy talking 
acts, which the Pavilion bills have 
been sadly lacking in most cases. 

It is likely a great number of the 
acts booked ahead will be cancelled 
by the new company. 


Turfmen Angeling Dark 
Budapest Revue House 


Budapest, Dec. 12. 


Kiraly theatre. dark since Sep- 


tember, has changed hands. Lease 
has been taken over by a company 


the members of which are well- 


known bookmakers on the Budapest 
and Vienna turf. 

Racing men will have Aurel 
Fold, former journalist, racing col- 
umnist and at present managing 
Labriola Varite theatre, to stage- 
manage for them. Fold brought the 
group together. Theatre will go in 
for operetta and revue. 





Fratellini Name Feud 


Vienna, Dec. 12. 

Quarrel between two rival Fratel- 
lini groups, celebrated acrobats, was 
before the Vienna Landesgericht, 
but proceedings stopped when the 
two parties came to an agreement. 

The original group, the Paris 
Fratellinis, alleged that their cous- 
ins, the Atistrian Fratellinis, had 
no right to use the name which 
they had made famous. 


Austrian Fratellinis agreed oO 


give up their name upon payment 
of an indemnity. 





PANTO-TALKER FAILS 


Fejos’ World Film idea Hits Snag 
In First Toot 





Budapest, Dec. 24. 

‘Spring Shower,’ Osso’s Hungarian 
production baged on the Paul Fejos 
idea of international sound pictures 
—i.e., a minimum of talk and action 
so directed as to explain itself— 
proved not so good, being pro- 
nounced dull by the public. 


‘Souls in the Storm,’ done on the 
same lines and about to be released, 
was revised after the experiences of 
the first picture and sections with 
more talk are to be interpolated . 


U and Ufa Rivals in 
Hungary, Producing on 
Credit Frozen There 


Budapest, Dec. 12. 

E. H. Correll, Ufa'’s production 
manager, here to supervise ‘Es 
leuchtet die Puszta,’ Hungarian 
Ufa picture made here, told ‘Va- 


riety’s’ correspondent that Ameri- 
can pictures had lost ground in Eu- 
rope, and German pictures are 
gaining. Production cost is low and 
technical equipment all that can be 
desired. Ufa’s Budapest produc- 
tions are paid for with money 
earned by Ufa here and frozen in 
this country. They mean to con- 
tinue production early in the com- 
ing year. 

Universal’s European manager, 
Max Friedland, who came for the 
Budapest opening of the Franci 
Gaal film, ‘Miss Paprika,’ said Uni- 
versal executives were very pleased 
with the results of their German 
production. It was Carl Laemmle's 
intention to increase ti.e German 
production so as to shoot French 
and English versions in Germany, 
too. 





ACTOR IN PULPIT 


Victoria, B. C., Dec. 24. 
Maurice Colbourne, English actor, 
with Colbourne-Jones Players, was 
asked .to deliver. the sermon at the 
City Temple here by Rev. Davis. 
Actor ‘Colbourne’s subject was 
‘God's Plenty.’ It is estimated 1,500 


| London Show World * 





London, Dec. 15. 


The play Ethel Levey is shortly 
presenting in London is ‘Mademoi- 
selle,’ currently in Paris and New 
York. Miss Levey has the English 
rights from Wm. A. Brady and will 
do the play in association with A. 
E. Abrahams, who has hitherto 
confined his activities to letting his 
numerous theatres in the West 
End. This is Abrahams’ first ven- 
ture as a ‘play presenter,’ but Ethel 
Levey is very persuasive. Abrahams 


final look-over. Miss Levey is to 
play the title role. 


Lynn’s Film Plum 


Biggest contract grabbed by any 
English actor is the one Ralph 
Lynn has just signed with Gau- 
mont-British. It calls for over 
$66,000 per yvear, Lynn to appear in 
three pictures a year for three 
years. A provision in the contract 
is the pictures are not to interfere 
with the star’s stage work. 

Lynn is at present under contract 
with British and Dominion, with 
whom he has been for the last three 
years, but agreement expires in the 
Spring of 12983. 


Spectacles’ Road Profit 


Seemingly there is no longer any 
money in touring shows in the 


provinces, but if the shows are 
spectacular there is_ still some 
chance of getting good coin from 


Parnell & Zeitlin, 
concentrating on 


the provincials. 
who are now 


LONDON ENTRIES 
BOTH UNLIKELY 


London, Dec, 24. 

Two new entries to the legit list 
during the week and both look like 
less than fair prospects. 

‘Recipe for Murder’ at the Duke 
of York's starting Dec. 21, is a 
heavy melodrama. In spite of a 
cordial reception, future of the play 
is in doubt. 

‘Ballyhoo’ started at the Comedy 
Dec. 22, being revealed as an’ in- 
different revue without any out- 
standing personality to give it real 
impetus. _ Regarded as_ unlikely. 











South Africa 


By H. Hanson 





Capetown, Nov. 26. 


The Carnarvon Castle arriving 
Nov. 21 brought the British tennis 
team, including H. W. Lee, Mrs. 
Fearnley-Whittingstall, Betty Nut- 
hall, Pa: Hughes (captain), Mary 
Heeley, Fred Perry, The team con- 
tinued the journey to Port Elizabeth 
to open the first contest. Expect to 
meet with some hard opponents in 
South African players. 


Entertainments Act Amendment 


The Minister of the Interior has 
discovered that the present act has 
a flaw, whereby films rejected by the 
censor board have been exhibited 
by the Cape Film Society, and simi- 
lar societies throughout the coun- 
try, to their members and families, 
including children. These societies 
are private concerns, with the mem- 
bers admitted to the exhibitions on 
presenting their membership cards. 
It has also been discovered that re- 
jected films carrying communistic 
propaganda have been shown to na- 
tives. The minister is introducing 
tightening-up amendments to the 
act at the next parliamentary ses- 
sion, 


New Plaza Opens 


The opening of the New Plaza, 
Capetown, Nov. £1, got a full house, 
with the theatre well papered. The 
building was started by Kinemas, 
Ltd., and when this concern was 
forced into a merger with African 
Theatres, the remaining portion was 
continued by African Consolidated 
Theatres, Ltd. The British comedy, 
‘Lord Babs,’ was the opening fea- 
ture, considered tame. 


English and Dutch 


The Co-ordinating Committee of 
Afrikaans (Dutch) Societies in the 
Cape is on the warpath. It wants 
English and Dutch items, lectures, 
ete., announced over the ether in 
both languages. Theatre tickets to 
be printed in English and Dutch, 
also posters and programs. 





African Consolidated Theatres 
have been asked to do this, but did 
not reply. 

Societies want both languages 


spoken in buses and trams, trains 
and shops, also that streets signs be 
in the two languages. The commit- 
tee is still sitting with ice on their 
heads working out fresh schemes in 
both languages. 


British Silver Taxed 


Under a provision in the Finance 
Emergency Regulations Act of 1931, 
a sudden surprise was sprung on 
passengers and crew on ships ar- 
riving at Capetown. Hitherto, Eng- 
lish silver to the amount of two 
pounds was allowed to be brought 
in. This concession is now repealed, 
and any English silver is taxed at 
the rate of 32%, o- six shillings and 
sixpence in the pound, and a further 
sixpence is deducted for a stamp. 


The government announces that 
after Jan. 15 English silver will not 
be legal tender in South Africa, 
The banks are arranging to fall into 
line, and holders of the coin can 
exchange for South African silver 
at the banks. This decision has 
been made to prevent a big _in- 
flow of English silver, 


Sailings 
David Hayden, another 
of African Consolidated Theatres, 
late of Kinemas, Ltd., sailed Nov. 
18 on the Windsor Castle for Eng- 
land. Julian Schlesinger, a nephew, 
is already over there. 


director 





Theatre Builder Dies 

R. B. Warry, technical theatre 
building expert, of African Consoli- 
dated Theatres, died suddenly of 
heart disease Nov. 10 in Capetown. 
Chatting with some fellow-workers, 
Mr. Warry said, ‘I have done my 
job, and I hope you will find every- 
thing in order.’ Quarter of an hour 
later he was dead. 


Jerome P. Sussman of the Para- 
mount Corporation is over here on 
holiday, and combining business 
with it. Is Paramount looking for 
more fields for their business? Why 
has Sussman come so far for his 
holiday? the local trade is ask- 





ing. 


is now in Paris giving the show the 


touring really big West End prow 
ductions, are making real dough. 

They have four shows running 
concurrently, and all doing very 
good business. Of the four, the big. 
gest money is being taken by 
‘Cavalcade,’ which in some towns 
is taking more than some weeks at 
Drury Lane. Next in the money is 
‘The Miracle,’ which, although a 
revival, is still of enough interest 
to score. ‘The Dubarry,’ is another 
that’s in the money, while ‘The 
Good Companions,’ although play- 
ing repeats, is still healthy, 4 

None of these has any West End 
name in the cast, but that seeming. 
ly matter very little. The play’s the 
thing, but it has to be spectacular, 


A Colloquial 
James Britie, a professional man, 
seems to be having a pretty good 
time writing uncommercial plays, 
Thus far he has written ‘The Anat- 
omist,’ ‘Tobias and the Angel,’ and 
now ‘Jonah and the Whale,’ all of 
them produced at the Westminster 
theatre, a small house near Victoria 
station. 
The author gives a fantastic ver- 
sion of the biblical legend, most of 
it in colloquial language. 


It is well worth going to the 
Westminster for half an hour to 
hear Edward Chapman, the original 
of the role of Jess Oakroyd in ‘The 
Good Companions,’ read the part of 
Jonah. 


M. P.’s See ‘Divorcement’ 

Members of both houses of Parlia- 
ment attended the trade show of ‘A 
Bill of Divorcement’ Dec. 13, the 
reason being that insanity —s a jus- 
tification for divorce is » new bill 
that comes up for discussion this 
week. The play, when originally 
produced here, caused agitation 
amongst advocates of this divorce 
reform. 


Going ’Way Back 

Few in show business over here 
remember Marilyn Miller having 
played here, but she did. It was in 
1914, just before the war. She came 
here, a tiny tot, with her parents 
and two older sisters, and played 
the Stoll circuit as the Five Colume- 
bians. 

Later, the father and inviher ree 
tired from the act, and the three sise 
ters—Ruth, Claire and Marilyn- 
played for a few weeks at the exe 
clusive 400 Club, in Bond street, now 
the Embassy, and just as exclusive. 


Priestley’s New Play 


J. B. Priestley’s new play entitled 
‘The Roundabout’ was produced at 
the Liverpool Playhouse, Dec. 14. 
The piece is scheduled for a London 
presentation. 

It is the story of a wealthy man 
who has been separated from his 
wife for 10 years and is suddenly 
visited by his grown-up daughter 
just returned from Russia, full of 
strong communistic idens. 


Bryscon's Cinance 

Jimmy Bryson, iate managing die 
rector of Universal here, is running 
a ‘hot dog’ street service in London, 
sending his portable stands through 
the fashionable Mayfair district 
equivalent to New York's lifth ave 

If he would station one in front 
of the new Gaumont-British studios 
at Shepherd’s Bush, where there is 
no attractive eatery for the actors, 
he would establish a profitable cli- 
entele. 


Browne Gives It Up 

Maurice Browne, original pro- 
ducer of ‘Journey’s End,’ and who 
made a fortune out of it, is retiring 
from West End show business. 

With his initial success he bought, 
out of the profits, the leases of the 
Globe and Queen's theatre: and pro- 
duced 15 failures. 


Unpredictable Censor 

The Independent Theatre com- 
pany, which announces it was 
formed to produce plays that would 
not be licensed for public exhibi- 
tion, staged ‘Fraulein Elsa’ at the 
Kingsway a fortnight or so ago. 

A lot was made of the allegation 
the censor would never grant a li- 
cense for public performance of 
this piece and great stress was laid 


upon the fact it contained a Lady 
Godiva scene, 

Nothing terrible happened, so the 
Independent folks decided to sub- 


mit the play to the Lord Chamber- 
lain, who passed it without delet- 
ing a single word. 


Novello’s New Play 

A new play by Ivor Novello will 
succeed ‘Musical Chairs’ at the Cri- 
terion the first week in the new year. 
It is a comedy titled ‘Fresh Fields.’ 
The principal roles will be played 
by Lilian Braithwaite, Ellis Jeffreys, 
Kay Hammond, Martita Hunt, Rob- 
ert Andrews. 

Shortly thereafie: sn Uiee Novello 
play, with the author in the stellar 
role, will be presented in London, 

(Continued on page 47) 
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27 | Bway Shows and Season's Peak, 
‘Lucrece 7 Times, $14,000, in Doubt 





With one of the dullest Christ- 
mases in many seasons passed, 
Broadway legits anticipate excellent 
business from Monday until New 
Year's. Advance sales for the suc- 
cesses indicate new high gross 
marks for the fresher hits. This 


week there are 37 attractions in all, 
the peak for the season so far. 

Business Indications after the new 
year gets going, are not definite. 
There is no argument but that bet- 
ter shows must be presented than 
the crop of the last month or so, if 
profitable attendance is to be com- 
manded. 

This week promises a hit or two, 
and much interest attends the pre- 
miere of the Music Hall in Radio 
City . Whether it will affect legit 
attractions remains to be seen. The 
Hall seats 6,258 persons and with a 
top price of $2.50 has a weekly 
money capacity of $140,000. Among 
the productions attracting more 
than usual advance interest is 
‘Twentieth Century’ at the Broad- 
hurst, due Thursday (29). 

High interest attended the pre- 
miere of ‘Lucrece’ at the Belasco 
last week, but the show’s chances 
are doubtful despite its gross of 
$14,000 in the first seven times. Pre- 
miere performance at $6.60 gave 
gross a strong start. ‘Honeymoon’ 
at the Little may have a chance. 
‘Anybody’s Game’ at the Pijou was 
panned and looks short-lived. ‘Red 
Planet’ which opened late the pre- 
vious week, was taken off Friday 
(23). 

New Year’s eve (Saturday) is fig- 
ured a perfect spot for clean-up 
trade. Tendency has been to hold 
down the excessive scale tilts of 
boom seasons. Most musicals are 
priced at $6.60 with one at $7.70. 
Dramatic leaders also up $2.20, 
with the top at $5.50. Last week’s 
business was expected to be low but 
theatre parties helped several at- 
tractions, which more than _ held 
their own. 

No definite closings slated for this 


week. Due in next week: ‘Pardon 
My English,’ Majestic; ‘Saint 
Wench,’ ‘River Hill.’ No theatres 


announced for latter two attrac- 
tions. 
Last Week’s Estimates 


‘Absent Father,’ Vanderbilt (11th 
week) (C-771-$3.30). Moved back 
here from Mansfield; requires lit- 
tle money to operate; under $2,000 
indicated. 

‘Anybody’s Game,’ Bijou (2d 
week) (C-608-$3.30). Opened mid- 
dle of last week with chances dis- 
tinctly doubtful. 

‘Autumn Crocus,’ Morosco (7th 
week) (CD-893-$3.30). Moderate, 
but has made some money and may 
etick through winter; approximate 
average $8,000. 

‘Another Language,’ Shubert (36th 
week) (C-1,395-$3.30). Holdover 
comedy success well out in front; 
off lately but should materially bet- 
ter $8,000 pace at Booth. 

‘Biography,’ Guild (3d week) (C- 
914-$3.30). Looks like the Guild 
has good winner; business around 
$14,000 should be materially bet- 
tered from now on. 

‘Criminal at Large,’ 48th Street 
(12th week) (D-896-$3.30). Instead 
of folding at Belasco, looks slated 
for run here; Florence Reed head- 
ing cast now. 

‘Dangerous Corner,’ Avon (10th 
week) (CD-830-$3.30). May climb 
out of red, dependent on business 
from this week on; around $6,000 
lately. 

‘Dinner at Eight,’ Music Box (16th 
week) (C- 00-$3.85). Broadway's 
sole capacity show; again approx- 
imated $23,000 last week; sensa- 
tional success looks set for year. 

‘Flying Colors,’ Imperial (15th 
week) (R-1,446-$4.40). Resumed 
Monday after laying off the pre- 
Christmas week: did fairly well un- 
til after Thanksgiving, then nose- 
dived. 

‘Firebird,’ Empire (6th week) (C- 
1,099-$3.30). New show reported for 
house; business after this week will 
decide; average $7,500. 

‘Gay Divorce,’ Barrymore (5th 
week) (M-1,090-$4.40). Perked up 
somewhat last week with the gross 
around $12,500; moderately paced 


musical, 

‘Girls in Uniform,’ Booth (ist 
Week) (CD-708-$3.30). Presented 
independently (Sidney Phillips); 


adapted from film ‘Maedchen in 
Uniform’ by Barbara Burnham; 
opens Friday (30). 

‘Goodbye Again,’ Masque (1st 
week) (C-700 $3.30). Presented by 
Arthur J. Beckhard: written by Al- 
len Scott and George Haight; opens | 
Wednesday (28). 

_‘Honeymoon,’ Little (2d week) (C- 
530-$3.30). Opened late last week; 


independently (American Play and 
Players group); written by Harold 


Sherman; due to open Monday (26). | 


‘Late One Evening,’ Plymouth (ist 
week) (C-1,042-$3.30). Presented 
independently (Harry C. Bannister), 
written by Audrey and Waveney 
Carten; opens Saturday (31). 


‘Lucrece,’ Belasco (2d week) «D- 
1,000-$3.85). Opening night at $6.60 
top helped first seven performances 
to $14,000; notices not favorable and 
run chances doubtful. 

‘Mademoiselle,’ Playhouse (11th 
week) (C-876-$3.30). Dipped under 
$10,000 lately; underlined in Boston 
Jan, 23. 

‘Music Hall Varieties,’ Casino (6th 
week) (R-2,500-$2,75). New show 
next week with the Howards join- 
ing; business estimated around 
$15,000; light for big house. 

‘Music in the Air,’ Alvin (8th 
week) (C-1,387-$4.40). Somewhat 
better last week at $23,000; advance 
sale for holiday performance indi- 
cate operetta will jump to lead again 
this week. 

‘Of Thee |! Sing,’ 46th St. (53d 
week) (M-1,413-$4.40). Last weeks 
announced, but business after New 
Year’s will determine continuance; 
around $20,000 lately. 

Radio City Music Hall (99 cents 
to $2.50) (capacity 6,258). Opens to- 
night; 50 rows, lower floor, all at 
top price; possible weekly gross 
$140,000 with two shows daily. 


‘Red Planet,’ Cort. Withdrawn 
Friday (23); panned; played one 
week, 

‘Shuffle Along,’ Mansfield (1st 
week) (R-1,050-$3.30). Presented 
independently; colored revue with 


some of leads in original show; 
opened Monday. 

‘Success Story,’ Elliot (14th week) 
(D-924-$2.75). Another week to go; 
small gross show attracted some at- 
tention but business mostly from 
cut rates; $4,000 estimated. 

‘Take a Chance,’ Apollo (5th week) 
(M-1,270-$4.40). Musical stand-out, 
figured to run into next summer; 
business excellent at $25,000. 

‘The Dubarry,’ Cohan (6th week) 
(O-1,300-$4.40). Will get holiday 
money, but business disappointing; 
dropped under $14,000. 

‘Twentieth Century,’ 
(Ist week) (D-1,118-$3.30). Pre- 
sented by Philip Dunning and 
George Abbott; written by Ben 
Hecht and Charles MacArthur; 
opens Thursday (29). 

‘Walk a Little Faster,’ St. James 
(4th week) (R-1,520-$4.40). Revue’s 
chances will be indicated after this 
week; fairly good to date at $20,000. 

‘When Ladies Meet,’ Royale (13th 
week) (C-1,118-$3.30). Was high 
around $20,000 but considerably off; 
should come back to important 
grosses, 


Broadhurst 


Other Attractions 
Abbey Players, Beck; Irish com- 
pany which drew well back for re- 
peat engagement; opened Monday. 
‘Cyrano de Bergerac,’ New Ams- 


terdam; revival with Walter Hamp- 


en. 
‘Little Women,’ Playhouse; re- 
vival; matinees only. 
Italian Marionettes, Lyric. 
‘The Good Fairy,’ Forrest; revival. 
‘The Show-Off,’ Hudson; revival. 
‘Whistling in the Dark,’ Waldorf; 
revival, 
Shakespeare Theatre 
Shakespearean revivals. 


6 IN CHI FOR 


(Jolson's); 





Chicago, Dec. 24. 
‘Cat and the Fiddle’ at the Apollo, 
‘Good Earth’ at the Erlanger and 
‘The Family Upstairs’ at the Gar- 
rick came in over the week end to 
give Chicago a grand total of six 
shows. This is the high water mark 
for legit activity this season. 
Holiday week will be big by pres- 
ent indications. Meanwhile, the 
week before Christmas was perhaps 
no worse than the boys expected. 
Estimates for Last Week 


‘Laugh Parade’ Grand (M-1,365; 
$3.85) (4th week). Around $17,000 
with smart perking up this week 
certain. Deemed best entertainment 
in town and will lead the holiday 
procession. 

‘Left Bank’ Harris (C-1,084; $2.20) 
(2nd week). Light trade; critics 
gave it a kKnuckle-rapping, if that 
means anything one way or the 
other today. Maybe $6,000. 

‘Springtime for Henry’ Blackstone 
(F-1,200; $2.20) (4th week). Cor- 
poral’s guard held the ‘week before’ 
watch. Under $5,000. 


BAINBRIDGE YULE SHOW 
SEASON’S FIRST CLICK 


Minneapolis, Dec. 24. 

The week before Christmas the 
Bainbridge dramatic stock company 
; enjoyed its biggest and only satis- 
factory business of the season to 
date, grossing over $5,000 with ‘The 
Magic Mill,’ a children’s Yuletide 
spectacle, under the auspices of 
various local civic organizations. 
‘Just Married’ is current. 

Hinda Wausau, sensational strip- 
per and local favorite, appearing as 
a guest star, brought in business 
for the Gayety burlesque stock. It 
was her second and final week and 
takings hit around the $4,000 mark. 
Big for any period. 


Storms Hurt Post Co. 


Birmingham, Dec. 24. 

The first road show to hit this 
part of the South this year has 
been unlucky and business has been 
poor as a result of floods and icy 
weather. Show was Guy Bates Post 
in ‘The Play’s the Thing.’ 

With bad weather and street car 
service almost halted the show did 
next to nothing at the Temple here. 
Business at Nashville and Memphis 
was also off. 














Current Road Shows 


Week Dec. 26 





‘CAT AND THE FIDDLE, Apollo, 


Chicago. 

‘THE GOOD EARTH, Erlanger, 
Chicago. 

‘THE SHOW BOAT,’ Hanna, 
Cleveland. 


‘CYRANO DE BERGERAC,’ New 
Amsterdam, New York. 

‘THE GREEN PASTURES,’ For- 
rest, Philadelphia. 


‘THE SIGN OF THE CROSS’ 
(Film), Wilson, Detroit. 

‘THE SIGN OF THE CROSS’ 

(Film), Majestic, Boston. 

‘THE SIGN OF THE CROSS’ 
(Film), Erlanger, Buffalo. 

‘THE SIGN OF THE CROSS’ 


(Film), Maryland, Baltimore. 

‘THE SIGN OF THE CROSS’ 
(Film), Hartman, Columbus. 

‘THE LEFT BANK,’ Harris, Chi- 


PLAY’S THE THING,’ Tu- 
lane, New Orleans. 

‘THERE’S ALWAYS JULIET,’ 
Chestnut St., Philadelphia. 


‘BLOSSOM TIME’ and ‘STU- 
DENT PRINCE,’ National, Wash- 
ington. 

‘PARDON MY ENGLISH,’ Ma- 
jestic, Brooklyn. 


‘THE QUEEN’S HUSBAND,’ Er- 
langer-Columbia, San Francisco. 

‘LAND OF SMILES,’ Shubert, 
Zoston. 

PIGEONS 


AND PEOPLE,’ Carl- 


(entire week). 





critical opinions divided. 

‘Late Christopher Bean,’ Miller 
(9th week) (C-946-$3.30). Theatre | 
Parties helped last week and gross | 
again approximated $10,000; profit- 
able both ways. 

‘Little Black Book,’ Selwyn (ist 
week) (C-1,067-$3.30). Presented | 


ton, Providence, R. I. 
‘FACE THE MUSIC,’ Nixon, 
Pittsburg 
‘MELODY,’ Forrest, Philadelphia. 
‘RHAPSODY IN BLACK,’ Em- 


bassy theatre, Altoona, Pa., Dec. 26; 
Virginia theatre, Wheeling, 27-28; 
Memorial Auditorium, Louisville, 29; 
English theatre, Indianapolis, 30-31. 
‘FIFTY MILLION FRENCHMEN,’ 
Capitol, Albany, N. Y., Dec. 26-27- 
28; Lyceum, Rochester, 29-30-31. 








‘OF THEE I SING,’ Brandeis, Oma- 
ha, Dec. 25-26; Coliseum theatre, 
Sioux Falls, S. Dak., 27; Auditorium, 
Sioux City, Iowa., 28; Shrine Audi- 
torium, Des Moines, 29; Majestic, 
Cedar Rapids, 30; Masonic Auditori- 
um, Davenport, 31. 

MANHATTAN OPERA COM- 
PANY, Majestic, Williamsport, Pa., 
Dec. 31. 

‘COUNSELLOR-AT-LAW,’ Broad 
Street, Newark, N. J. 

CORNELIA OTIS 
Wilbur, Boston. 

SIR HARRY LAUDER, Rosewell, 
Tex., Dec. 26; Amarillo, Tex., 27; 
Lubbock, Tex, 28; Sweetwater, Tex., 
29; Brownwood, Tex., 30. 

‘BROADWAY RHAPSODY,’ 
Welch, W. V., Dec. 25; Colonial, 
Bluefield, W. Va., 26-27-28; Acade- 
may of Music, Roanoke, Va., 29-30- 
31 


SKINNER, 


‘VANITIES, Shubert, Kansas 
City. 
‘LAUGH PARADE, Grand 0. 


House, Chicago. 

‘THE FAMILY UPSTAIRS,’ Gar- 
rick, Chicago. 

‘ANOTHER LANGUAGE,’ Bran- 
deis, Omaha, Dec. 29-38-31. 

‘GOOD WOMAN, POOR THING,’ 
Garrick, Philadelphia. 


‘SAINT WENCH,’ Broad, Phila- 
delphia. 
‘THE LAST JUDGMENT,’ Hollis, 
3oston. 
Pacific Coast 

‘PLAIN MAN AND HIS WIFE,’ 
Hollywood Playhouse. 
‘THE MARQUISE,’ El Capitan, | 
Hollywood, week 26. 

GRAND GUIGNOL PLAYERS 
Musie Box, Hollywood. 


‘CAT AND FIDDLE,’ Curran, San | 
Francisco. } 
‘SPRINGTIME FOR HENRY,’ 
Vancouver theatre, Vancouver. ' 


HOLIDAY BID: 


LUCRECE 


two parts. Presented and 
Katharine Cornell at the Be- 
Translated by Thornton 


Drama in 
siarred in by 
lasco Dec. 20. 





Wilder from Andre Obey's play, *Le Viol 
de Lucrece.’ Staged by Guthrie McClintic. 
Soldier ..ccccecsevessess William J, Tannen 
ae ...-Brian Aherne 
Collatine..ccccccsescsceees Pedro de Cordoba 
Brutus. ..ccccccccccccececes Charles Waldron 
First Narrator....ecccseses:: Blanche Yurka 
LUCFeCe..2..cccceces ...- Katharine Cornell 





Kathleen Chase 
Joyce Carey 


| Emilia. ..ccccccseces 


Sidonia.....ccccscvcseseces Harriet Ingersoll 
Marina... .B.cccccccccccsvecess Brenda Forbe 
Second Narrator....cceessss Robert Loraine 
Valerius. ..ccccecscccceess George Macready 
First Servant. ..ccccccecsececs Francis Moran 
Second Servant.....ceseeeees> Barry Mahool 
Third Servant. ....cccccecees Charles Thorne 





mounted to 
stepped 


Katharine Cornell 
higher reaches when she 
forth as the tragic ‘Lucrece’ at the 
Belasco Tuesday. Impressive as is 
the new play, it seemed fated for the 
discriminating, and that means the 
few. If good attendance probably 
only for a limited engagement. 

Original title ‘The Rape of Lu- 
crece’ tells the story of the original 
poetic play taken from Shake- 
speare’s dramatic poem. Thornton 
Wilder made the translation and 


Miss Cornell and her director-hus- 
band, Guthrie McClintic, had Deems 
Taylor compose soft, sad music 
heard during long interludes in the 
dark, preceding the curtains and 
sometimes scene changes, which re- 
quired little time. 

Period is that of the Roman Em- 
pire. Lucrece is the chaste and 
lovely wife of Collatine, an officer 
in the Roman army. A group of 
officers had quietly visited Rome to 
observe how their households fared, 
which was not so good in some in- 
stances, it is related. But in Colla- 
tine’s home Lucrece was weaving 
with her hand-maidens, as she did 
every night, true in heart and mind 
to her beloved lord and master. 

Tarquin, son of the king and some 
day to be the king himself, listens 
moodily to the speech of Brutus 
after a camp feast, and lust burns 
fiercely for Lucrece as he hears her 
described as the finest woman in 
Rome. He rides madly to Colla- 
tine’s house. Declaring himself 
weary, is given a room. In the night 
he creeps to Lucrece’s bed-chamber. 
All sane thoughts evaporate through 
his passion, while her struggles are 
futile when he threatens to slit her 
throat, do likewise to the lowest 
male servant and cast the body 
upon her bed, he to swear he had 
come upon them so. 

The rape is the highlight of the 
play, coming at the first act curtain. 
If there is any excitement in the 
stage performance it is at that 
point. Much of the dialog becomes 
monologistic and allotted to two 
narrators. These gloomy characters, 
equivalent of the Greek chorus, wail 
of the evil to come, and, if not ex- 
plaining the thoughts of the others, 
moaningly comment upon the trag- 
edy. This method of telling the 
story harks back to another stage 
age. To make the narrators the 
more curious, their faces are shield- 
ed with golden half masks. 

Lucrece’s heart is still pure, but, 
as she conceives the crime against 
her body, she has been fatally 
wounded. She is Shakespeare's 
‘frighted deer.’ Her decision is to 
kill herself, but first she sends for 
her husband, urging him to hasten 
back to his unhappy home. Lucrece 
tells of Tarquin’s violation and sinks 
a dagger in her heart. 

Miss Cornell is not the languorous 
poetess of ‘Wimpole Street,’ but 
again the telling situtions find her 
reclining. The poetic beauty of the 
lines are made to seem more so as 
given in her faultless style. 

A name cast is in support. Brian 
Aherne, the young Britisher who 
was so accomplished an aide in 
‘Wimpole Street,’ is the lustful Tar- 
quin. Blanche Yurka and Robert 
Loraine are the narrators. Pedro 





de Cordoba is the noble Collatine. 
Charles Waldron is Brutus. None 
had a great deal to do, and it 


seemed the narrators had more lines 
than any of the other characters. 
‘Lucrece,’ as a costume play, is as 
different as anything Broadway has 
seen in years. Although classic, 
probably will be much less liked 
than any of Miss Cornell’s other ap- 
pearances. Ibee. 


ANYBODY’S GAME 








Farce comedy in three acts presented at 
the Bijou Dec. 21 by Elizabeth Miele: writ- 
ten by Paul Barton; staged hy Theodore J 
Hiammerstein, 

PE DUNN vc cachcesbbeuaes Emily Lowry 
fo ee Edna Hibbard 
Helen Martin... .cccccecees evil W nan 
ee PPT eee Paul ’ n 
ene: CAO . 04005 608b a6 600s Xo Walter Roach 
Jimmy (¢ ocee..5am V n 
Die BION, +40 0000000800806 ..-Lauis Sorir 
Denn ot Pee ere Calvin FT r 

Sehastian Palu J vard bre 

Laura } SORT ELT TTT C} lot Ire 

Frit Kl rhe Piccceccccve Hans Hansen 
(Greta DETR. coc ceetes oan V4 Ni r 
4 L neg Mariar rring 


Elizabeth Miele has been very in- 
dustrious as a producer this season, 


having already sponsored three or 


Plays on Broadway 


is 


four shows. None made the grade 
inor has ‘Anybody’s Game’ any more 
| chance than its predecessors. 


Action takes place in an advertise 
jing agency, run by one Delaney who 


|requires a space buyer. In comes 
|Jimmy Craig, probably one of the 
i}dumbest guys who ever went 


through high school and lasted two 
years in college. Peggy Blake, the 
‘phone operator, knew him in school. 
Being about the only smart person 
in the outfit, she palms Jimmy off 
to Delaney as a specialist from an- 
other agency. 

Luck is with Jimmy. His answers 
to queries somehow turn out to be 
bright ideas to Delaney and his cli- 
ents. He even brings accounts into 
the office, also by luck and the nim- 
ble aid of Peggy. She likes the lad, 
but he gets himself Ued up tempo- 
rarily with Lulu, a typist and a 
hoofcr, who nearly marries him. In 
;the end, however, Peggy gets her 
'luckw dumb-bell. 

Writing is very uneven. What fun 
there is comes in the last act and it 
isn’t very much. The character of 


Jimmy is made a curious sort of 
person. Supposed to be a bright 
fello. in the eyes of his employer, 


he is the errand boy, too. 
Cast has some fairly good players, 
but the impression was that they 
were wasted. Emily Lowry as Peggy 
is a personable actress who should 
be heard from. Edna Hibbard 1s a 
gold-digging stenographer, Lulu, 
with some good lines, but she has 
had better parts. Sam Wren as 
Jimmy found it hard to get much 
out of an undecisive role. Paul 
Stanton, Louis Sorin, Hans Hansen 
and Calvin Thomas were also pres- 
ent, but had little opportunity. 

‘Anybody’s Game’ is a mediocrity 
anyway it is considered. Ibee. 


HONEYMOON 


Comedy in three acts presented at the 


ye 





Little, Dec. 23 by Harold Stone (Robert 
Stephens, Inc.); written by Samuel Chot- 
zinoff and George Backer; staged by 
Thomas Mitchell; Katherine Alexander, 
featured. 
Mrs. Leslie Taylor....Katherine Alexander 
 Viccgwd> oseee o4 Joseph Spurin-Calleia 
BERGED. 00s coceagencecaese’s os Elizabeth Bruce 
Bob Taylor........+e++e..Thomas Mitchell 
Joan Chapman. ..ccccsccess Rachel Hartzell 
BOs CHARUOR. oociccseneess Ross Alexander 
‘Honeymoon’ is fairly diverting, 


but not up to the out of town rating, 
or so it seemed the first night. Just 


(Continued on page 53) 


CAST CHANGES 


Roberta Robinson will probably 
go into ‘Pardon My English,’ suc- 
ceeding Ona Munson. Latter’s role 
has been completely rewritten, with 
Barbara Newberry another femme 
cast addition. 

Florence Reed returned to Broade 
way Monday after a lapse of seve 
eral years. She replaced Alexandra 
Carlyle in ‘Criminal At Large,’ 
which recently moved from the Bee 
lasco to the 48th Street. Miss Care 
lyle is reported seriously ill. Last 
week Katherine Wilson substituted 
for Miss Caryle. 








ENGAGEMENTS 


Carl Randall, Roberta Robinson, 
‘Pardon My English.’ 


Osgood Perkins, Sally Bates, 
Katherine Squire, Leslie Adams, 
Hugh Rennie, Dortha Duckworth, 


Sardis Lawrence, Myron McCormick, 
Jas. Stewart, Nell Burt, Jackie Kelk, 
‘Goodbye Again’ (complete cast). 





Don't Pay the 
Price of Delay 


START THE 
NEW YEAR RIGHT 


Provide an Annuity now to take 
care of you later—an Income 
you can depend upon to be paid 
to you as long as you live—even 
though you lived to be over a 
hundred. 


For further details write 


JOHN J. 


AE MP 


551 Fifth Ave., New York City 
Phones: Murray Hill 2-7838-9 
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Beet Sellers 


Beet Sellers for the week ending December 24 as reported by the 

American News Co., Ine. 

Fiction 

‘Flowering Wiiderness’ ($2.50) ......... eeeeess- By John Galsworthy 
‘Forgive Us Our Trespasses’ ($2.50) ........++.-. By Lloyd C. Douglas 
‘Bachelor’s Bounty’ ($2.00) eccecceccess- BY Grace S. Richmond 
‘Invitation to the Waltz’ ($2.00) .....eeeeeees By Rosamond Lehman 
‘Mutiny on the Bounty’ ($2.50) 

By James Norman Hall and Charles Nordhoff 
..-Phyllis Bentley 








Anna McEwen in Limehouse 

Anna McEwen, who went to 
Hollywood as press representative 
for Edgar Wallace during his stay 
at the Radio studios, is spending 
several weeks in the Limehouse (is. 
trict of London, looking for ma. 
terlal for a book. Since arriving 
in London she has contributed to 
‘Vogue’ and has ghosted Syndicate 
stuff for Steve Donoghue, English 
jockey, who was a personal friend 
of Wallace. 


man to get a job or a glass of beer | 
in @ country conceived in liberty, 
is the appointment this week of Art| and dedicated to the proposition | 
Arthur as Broadway columnist for| that all men are created equal, it is/ 
the Brooklyn ‘Eagle. When H. M.| time to rewrite the Declaration of. 
Grist, m.e., appealed to Walter Win- | Independence.’ 
chell for a candidate, the Bard of After this revamped preamble, ' 
Broadway recommended Arthur,| Randolph portrays Uncle Sam as a_ 
who has been sending contributed/ Jekyll-Hyde character who would | 
gags to Winchell for years. The/ have been ‘happy and carefree’ if 
new position climaxes a spectacular! great-great-grandpap hadn't writ- 
newspaper career in which Arthur/ten the Declaration and thereby 
has written for leading rags/ given the inside on good and evil. 

throughout the world. After tele-| jpaited py Lewis Carter Randolph 


‘Eagle's’ New Maa 
Liveliest topic on Newspaper Row 


a . 


a atte a is ood ; 





communications between ‘Inheritance’ ($2.60) Smith Boomed It 














phonic 
Grist and Arthur, the latter im- 


mediately resigned from all Toronto 


newspaper and radio activities. 

Born in Detroit, Arthur came to 
Toronto with his parents as a 
youngster and was educated here. 
Five years ago, he joined the “Tor- 
onto Star’ and was news editor of 
the S.N.S. syndicate for eighteen 
months. As foreign correspondent 
for Consolidated Press Association, 
he won telegraphed congratulations 
for his coverage of the ‘Viking’ dis- 
aster. Arthur broke the story in 
the ‘New York News’ which, for the 
first time publicly, linked the names 
of ex-Mayor Walker and Betty 
Compton and brought a flock of 
American news-hounds down on 
Canada. His recent story of a local 
hanging gave the city the jitters. 
His forte is causing uproars among 
civic governing bodies. Grave as 
have been his charges, he has never 
yet had to retract a statement. 

Never bothering to hold a job 
long, he has written for the ‘New 
York Sun,’ the ‘News,’ the late 
‘World,’ the London ‘Express,’ the 
Glasgow ‘Post,’ the Detroit ‘Times,’ 
amd the Atlanta ‘Journal.’ 





Shy Off Sex 


Although American scribblers are 
no slouches, there’s one subject na- 
tive typewriter-jugglers curiously 
leave alone. That’s sex-education, 
with every book of that type with- 
in recent years coming from abroad. 

Odd, too, that American scrib- 
blers won’t tackle the sex-educa- 
tion thing because it’s invariably a 
sure-fire seller. ‘Married Love,’ by 
Dr. Marie Stopes, English, has sold 
a couple of hundred thousand since 
first brought out about two years 
ago. Through a copyright mix-up, 
two publishers brought it out here 
simultaneously, with both making 
money. Book is still going strong 
in a dollar reprint. 

Issued more latterly, and selling 
even bigger than ‘Married Love’ is 
‘The Torch of Life,’ also by a 
Britisher, Dr. E. M. Rossiter. Un- 
derstood that sales of ‘The Torch 
Of Life’ are around the half-mil- 
lion mark. 

Now there’s another sex educa- 
tion book to bow in, this one again 
by a Britisher. Book is ‘Sex Tech- 
nique in Marriage,’ by Dr. Isabel E. 
Hutton, and it will be the initial 
effort of a new publication house, 
Emerson Books, Heading Emerson 
Books is Percy Elias, and he has 
plans of marketing his sex educa- 
tion book on a large scale, to go 
for the numerous buyers of the 
previous volumes of the same type. 

Incidentally, ‘The Torch of Life’ 
was also the makings of a new pub- 
lishing house. That book was the 
first undertaking.of Aventine Press, 
which subsequently branched out. 
Wickham Sweet, the Aventine 
Press founder, now publishing 
under his own name as well. 





Ball for a Mag 


If that New Year's Eve shindig 
at Webster Hall is productive of 
any money, the proceeds will go to 
Egmond H. Arens to enable him to 
revive his artists’ mag, ‘Playboy,’ 
which suspended publication some 
years ago. Affair is sponsored by 
an artists’ group which would like 
to see the Arens mag revived. 

Decision of Arens to raise ‘Play- 
boy’ to its feet again was occasioned 
by the altered policy of ‘Americana 
Magazine.’ Strictly an artists’ pub- 
lication, that mag is now going in 
for more general stuff, and the 
artist-folk want an organ of their 
own, 

During its former existence, ‘Play- 
boy’ blew the trumpet for some 
artists who were later to become 
famous. Notable among these is 
Rockwell Kent, and there are many 
would-b@ Kents now. 





Gosh, Another Onel 

Great-great-grandson of Thomas 
Jefferson has rewritten the Declar- 
ation of Independence to suit mod- 
ern America in a new magazine, 
‘The Aristocrat,’ which went into 
publication in Lynchburg this week. 
In free verse form it runs eight 
pages, and begins: 

‘When in the course of human 
events, it becomes impossible for a 


and sells for a- quarter. 


So there won't be any mistake as 
to what an aristocrat is, he has 
Benjamin DeCasseres define him 
in an article, prints a table of 
‘Specifications for an _ aristocrat,’ 
then appends a tip of his own: 
‘How to be an aristocrat: Subscribe 
to The Aristocrat.’ 





For Daily Reading 


When not press agenting, Sylves- 
ter Sullivan tries his hand at in- 
spirational writing from serious es- 
says to plays. Latest work from 
Sullivan’s typewriter is a_ slim 
volume called ‘Poise,’ which the 
author describes as ‘An epitome of 
the essentials for living in harmony 
with yourself.’ 

Explained by Sullivan that to get 
the best results from ‘Poise,’ the 
book must be read every day at the 
same hour. If that’s done, it will 
relieve any mental distress as well 
as give the reader a new slant on 
life. 

The boys at the Newspaper Club 
are trying it out, with results not 
yet known. 





Seasonal Mag 

New golfers’ mag for spring and 
summer publication only is con- 
templated by Joe and Herb Graffis, 
of Chicago. The publication, which 
will make its initial appearance in 
April, will be published from that 
month till August each year, only, 
taking in the active golf season. 
Title of the mag will be ‘Golfing,’ 
and it will be entirely in _ roto- 
gravure. 


The Graffises now publish ‘Golf- 
dom,’ a year-round mag. That’s a 
business publication for the golf in- 
dustry, whereas ‘Golfing’ will be for 
the golfer. Reported that ‘Golfing’ 
will have a free distribution among 
the country’s half-million exponents 
of the swat and walk. 





Sacred Fiction 


New Church Board of Publica- 
tions, the organization which pub- 
lishes a string of religious mags, 
will also issue book-length fiction 
if it can get the sort of material 
it wants. Book division will be 
known as the New Church Press, 
and a start along this line will be 
made with a novel by Louis Beau- 
regard Pendleton, called ‘The In- 
visible Police.’ . 


Book fiction for consideration by 
the New Church Press must, of 
course, carry a religious angle. 
Policy understood to be liberal, with 
beginning scribblers not barred 
from submitting material. 
Editorial board is composed of a 
number of ministers. Robert Alfred 
Shaw heads the New Church Press 
and affiliates. 





On the Other Foot 


Right of Street & Smith to use 
the name, ‘Progress,’ for their new, 
recently-published monthly has 
been questioned by the firm of 
Schnepp & Barnes, Springfield, Il, 
on the ground the latter has been 
getting out a magazine with the 
same title since January, 1932. 


J. A. Worsham, business manager 
of the Springfield concern, wrote 
a letter to the editors of publica- 
tions in which stories about Street 
& Smith’s new ‘slick’ rag had ap- 
peared, informing them of the title 
duplication and stating that ‘the 
matter is now under discussion 
with Smith & Street.’ 


No similarity in the contents of 
the two mags. The Springfield one 
features articles on ‘how to get 
along in life,” while Smith & 
Street’s deals with sclence, inven- 
tion and industry. 





Freed From Fashions 
First expansion move of the 
Butterick Business Publications, 
which was recently given its own 
identity to differentiate it from the 
regular Butterick publishing activi- 
ties, will be a newspaper for the 
Grocery industry, ‘Grocery Trade 

News.’ Starts next month, 
Organization already has a trade 
paper in that field, “The Progressive 





‘Van Loon’s Geography’ ($3.75) . 
‘March of Democracy’ ($3.50) 
‘Flying Carpet’ ($v.75) 


‘Titans of Literature’ ($3.75) 





Non-Fiction 

... By Hendrick Willon Van Loon 
eeeeees+++By James Truslow Adams 
Pere seccccccceess- BY Richard Halliburton 
webesocceccetccousm Buren Beeneee 
‘Our Times’ (Vol. 4) ($3.75). .cccccccceccceceesss by Mark Sullivan 
‘Men Against Death’ ($3.50)......-eeeeeesceeees+++ By Paul DeKruif 








Butterick wants to cover the field 
more frequently. 

Carl W. Dipman is editing the 
new paper, with Torrey B. Stearns, 
William LL. Butler and Ralph F. 
Linder assisting. 





More Poetry 


A. M. Sullivan, who is head of 
the copy department of J. P. Muller, 
the ad agency, in the authors’ lists 
again with another volume of 
poetry. The book, which is a col- 
lection of Sullivan’s poetic pieces 
from a number of class mags, is 
called ‘Elbows of the Wind.’ Pub- 
lished by the Kingsley Press. It’s 
Sullivan’s third book of poems, his 
previous efforts having been ‘Pro- 
fression and Other Poems’ and 
‘Sonnets of a Simpleton.’ His new- 
est is illustrated by Russell R. 
Gale. 





Bowery History 


Emanuel, otherwise ‘Little’ Buck, 
is scouting around for a ghost 
writer. Some 40 years ago Buck 
had a resort just where the Bow- 
ery bends into 3rd avenue, and he 
came to know the street as few do. 
It was his brag that he had few 
fights and no suicides in his place. 
Most of the latter ran true to form 
and went down to McGurk’s in the 
block below. 

Some time ago Buck had a deal 
practically completed with a tab- 
loid to tell all he knew, but eye 
trouble prevented him from carry- 
ing through. Now he’s all heated up 
again. 





Sinclair Lewis Shifts 


Anent that recent report of 
scribblers changing publishers, Sin- 
clair Lewis goes from Harcourt, 
Brace to Doubleday, Doran late 
next month with his new book, ‘Ann 
Vickers.’ It’s the most noteworthy 
desertion of its kind this year—a 
season notable for alterations in 
publishers’ lists. 

To fill the void created by Lewis, 
Harcourt, Brace is increasing its 
lists considerably, particularly with 
the scribblers the firm has acquired 
from Brewer, Warren & Putnam. 





Novelizing ‘Woman Accused’ 


‘The Woman Accused,’ Para- 
mount’s original mystery yarn au- 
thored by 10 name novelists, will be 
published in book form by Long & 
Smith. Writer credits for the story 
are: Rupert Hughes, Vicki Baum, 
Zane Grey, Vina Delmar, Irvin 
Cobb, Gertrude Atherton, Polan 
Banks, J. P. McEvoy, Ursula Par- 
rott, and Sophie Kerr. Yarn will 
also be serialized in ‘Liberty.’ 

Picture went into production (22) 
with Paul Sloan directing. Cary 
Grant, Nancy Carroll and John Hal- 
liday are in the cast. 





Tenth Olympiad History 


Committee which handled the 
Olympics at Los Angeles is about 
to publish a book, ‘Games of the 
Tenth Olympiad.’ Material is being 
edited by Bill Henry, sports editor 
of the L. A. ‘Times,’ with much of 
the data written by Al Parmenter, 
former ‘Times’ reporter and now on 
the Fox publicity staff. Containing 
a complete history of the games, 
with photographs, the intention is 
to retail the book for $3.75. It is 
also planned to translate # into 
German and French, 





‘Guide Goes Fiction 


‘Radio Guide,’ the weekly pro- 
gram-listing fan sheet, with 17 re- 
gional editions, is going in for fic- 
tion forthwith, Editor Ed Fisher 
wants continued stories about radio 
people and with beaucoup radio at- 
mosphere, Must run long enough 
for five or six issues so as to get 
repeat readers, 


‘Guide’ a year old appited for 





Grocer,’ but it’s a monthly, and 


A.B.C. rating last week. 


Appeasing Ernie 

The first showing of ‘Farewell to 
Arms’ (Par) outside of Criterion, 
New York, was held Thursday (22) 
at the Strand, 300-seater in Piggot, 
Ark. And it was on the cuff for 
Piggot fans and anyone else in Clay 
County, Ark., who were curious. 

Special date, with Ralph Stitt, of 
Publix, personally taking a print 
down to Piggot, was arranged after 
much trouble with a view to paci- 
fying Ernest Hemingway, who, from 
the start, was indulging a burn be- 
cause Par in its picture gave a 
happy ending to his story. 

Piggot is Hemingway’s home 
town, but even after the author had 
okayed the idea of a special show- 
ing of his picture for the home 
folks, with Hemingway playing 
host on a Par-Publix tieup, he 
slipped away on a duck hunt. 
Paramount first wired Heming- 
way on the plan for the Piggot 
showing, one day only, saying it 
would send a print. Author wired 
back to effect Par knew what it 
could do with the print. 


In a 45-minute phone conversa- 
tion it was later explained that Par 
made two endings and that it was 
the one with the unhappy finish, as 
at Criterion, New York, that would 
be sent him. Stitt then went to 
Piggot to follow through on plans. 





Chopping Overhead 

In line with the move of the 
smaller book publishing houses to 
cut down on overhead by working 
agreements with others, the A. T. 
De La Mare Co., which gets out a 
list of specialized books, has ef- 
fected a deal with Dodd, Mead by 
which the latter will act as its sales 
agent. 

Dodd, Mead does not get out any 
of the type of specialized books is- 
sued by de La Mare, and so will 
not cut in on any of D-M’s own 
books. Arrangement goes into ef- 
fect at once. 





More Free Lances 


Rumors have been = skittering 
around about the Hollywood office 
of Screen Play, Screen Book and 
Hollywood, the three Fawcett fan 
mags, that only a hat office will be 
maintained following the resigna- 
tion of Mrs. Marcella Burke. 


Captain Roscoe Fawcett, editor of 
the publications, announces he does 
not intend to discontinue the west- 
ern office. Quarters will be main- 
tained on Hollywood Boulevard for 
Eugene Crisman, newly appointed 
western representative. All other 
members of staff remain. Carl 
Schroeder, Fawcett’s assistant, flew 
from Minneapolis to Hollywood to 
take temporary charge. During the 
absence of Schroeder, Jack Smalley, 
managing editor of all the Faw- 
cett mags, handles makeup. 


Free lancers were informed that 
the three magazines will henceforth 
purchase considerable material at 
good rates, throwing open the doors 
to manuscripts formerly shut out 
by staff-written contributions, 


Captain W. H. Fawcett, publisher, 
is wintering on the west coast. 





5-Cent Dailies Coming? 

Col. Frank Knox, publisher of the 
Chicago ‘Daily News,’ openly advo- 
cated five cent dailies in an address 
last week. He made the additional 
point that if something like 90 
papers now selling at two cents 
went to three cents (the selling 
price of the ‘News’ but not of the 
Chicago ‘Tribune,’ its rival) a $35,- 
000,000 increase in revenue from the 





readers could be passed along to 
advertisers, 


vee Se a a ee 


‘Outlook’ is now credited with a 
circulation of 250,000, considered re. 
markable for a magazine that had 
suspended. When the monthly re. 
sumed publication Alfred E. Smith 
took the editorial chair and to him 
the steady increase in readers ig 
credited. Advertising in the mag 
is regarded as very good, too, con- 
sidering the times. 





Before March 1 


Atlantic Monthly Press, Boston, 
announces that book length mss, 
may be submitted until March 1 
for consideration in the Atlantic 
Non-Fiction prize contest. Book 
winning the award will be published 
by Little, Brown & Co., as an Ate 
lantic Monthiy Press publication. 





Ratoff Takes Option 


Gregory Ratoff, actor, has taken 
an option on ‘Job,’ by Joseph Roth, 
which Dorothy Thompson (Mrs. 
Sinclair Lewis) translated for the 
Viking Press. 

Ratoff wants it for a picture. 





Chatter 


J. Maxwell Joice will run a B’way 
department in the new local Span- 
ish daily, ‘La Informacione.’ Joice 
recently had charge of the Palace 
theatre mag. and formerly with the 
Roxy weekly program. Also has 
done press work. ’ 


Francis Yeats-Brown sailed for 
home. 


Farrar & Rinehart will have a 
smaller spring list than last year 


Arthur M. Chase became a scribe 
bler designing books for Dodd, 
Mead. 


Literary Guild will throw a dine 
ner at the Waldorf for the scribe 
blers whose books it has selected 
the past year. 
Donald Gordon, book prognosti- 
cator for the American News Co, 
will do a book column for the 
‘Satevepost.’ 

Most exciting debate of the year 
was the Joseph Freeman-Isaac Don 
Levine set-to on Russia. 


Edna St. Vincent Miway reading 
her poetry on the air. 


Archibald Henderson vocally 
elaborating on his biog of George 
Bernard Shaw. 


The new E. E. Cummings novel 
will have nearly a quarter of & 
million words. 


Carlton Beals goes back to Mexe 
ico soon. 

Bruce Bairnsfather in town. 
Maxim Gorki’s 40th year as & 
scribbler got a spectal celebration 
here. 

Leane Zugsmith, the Liveright 
press agent, having had a book 
published, Harriet Ashbrook, who 
holds the same post with Coward, 
McCann, will do so, too. 

Mrs. Belloc Lowndes will stay 
less than a month when she comes 
over. 

Lyman Beecher Stowe doing & 
book on the Beecher family. 

Louise Platt Hauck now the most 
prolific of the femme scribblers, 
having had nine books published 
last year alone, 

Robert Satterthwaite to Chicago 
to see his ailing parent. 

Reported that Dr. Axel Murthe 
now totally blind. 

The Depression has not forced 
the British ‘Who's Who’ to go on 
a starvation diet. Eighty-fifth an- 
nual edition is 3,607 pages ‘fat’ and 
lists about 25,000 names of note- 
worthies in Britain, Hurope, the 
United States, the dominions, and 
India. 

Gilbert Seldes is writing a book 
about the Depression: specifically, 
how people think and feel during 
such a period. In collecting mate- 
rial he has made an exhaustive 
study of newspapers, magazinea, 
ete., dating back to July, 1929. Sel 
des is now on the New York ‘Eve= 
ning Journal.’ 

Charles A. Wagner, former legit 
press agent, has started a book col- 
umn in the Brooklyn Times-Union. 
It’s a column taking in chatter plus 
book reviewing and will pay special 
attention to lending library ideas 
and suggestions. Column is to ape 





pear tri-weekly on Tuesdays, Fri- 
days and Sundays. 
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Pub’s 15% Drop, Writers’ 307, in’32 





Income; Some Beefing Over Payoff 


Music publishers and _ writers 


fave wound up the year with a 
gharp drop in royalty income from 
the American Society. Compared 
to 1931 the decrease for the pub- 
Jishers amounts to almost 15% and 
the writers over 30%. That the 
radio stations have been slow in 
coming through with their sustain- 
ing fees and commercial program 
taxes is indicated by the fact that 
the publishers’ checks for the last 
1932 quarter were close to 10% less 
than the previous three months. 


Amount agreed upon by the ASCAP 
finance committee for distribution 
in the last quarter was based upon 
collections on hand at last week’s 
meeting. In view of the fact that in 
the third quarter the writers had 
come in for 30% less than in the 
prior, or September, split the com- 
mittee decided to do a little dipping 
into the reserve so that the com- 
posers and authors could be given 
a few dollars more this time as a 
gort of Christmas cheer gesture. 

Reclassification handed out by the 
rating board the same week were 
used in cutting up the fourth quar- 
ter’s purse, which resort brought 
a howl of protest from both the 
publisher and writer ranks. None 
of the previous class ‘A’ publishers 
got anything near the share they 
had anticipated, because of the 
creation of the special ‘AA’ cate- 
gory and the attendant increase of 
that class’ portion. Publishers and 
writers alike expressed themselves 
as unable to understand why their 
reclassified standings had to be 
applied as the division point for 
the distribution of the last quarter 
money. 

Resentment 

Resentment was also voiced by 
publishers against the introduction 
of the wholesale reclassifications 
Just prior to the adoption of an 
entirely new system of royalty al- 
location by the Society. This sys- 
tem of paying off according to the 
number of plugs obtained on the air 
and in dance halls and theatres, 
and with each of these sources 
treated individually, is now being 
perfected and expected to be ready 
for application by the end of the 
first 1933 quarter. 

‘AA’ writers had, basing their 
estimate on the first two quarterly 
payments, anticipated $5,000 as their 
@Whare for 1932 from the Society. 
What they actually received totalled 
a little better than $1,000 less. In 
the publishing ranks the expectancy 
for the class ‘A’ group had been 
$32,000. Final count gave them 
around $4,000 under that amount, 


ROBBINS’ METRO SCORE 


Robbins will publish the Metro 
Musical talker tunes by Rodgers 
and Hart by arrangement with 
Rodart, the songwriters’ own com- 
pany, a Harms subsid. 

Lorenz Hart is already on the 
Coast and Dick Rodgers follows 
this week to write the musical. 





Fiorita Freed But Taxed 


Chicago, Dec. 24. 

Mrs. Janet Miller Fiorita was 
@warded a divorce here last week 
from Ted Fiorita, the band leader 
mow in San Francisco, Desertion 
Was charged. 

On the wife's claim that Fiorita 
averaged $25,000 a year income ali- 
mony of $100 weekly and attorney’s 
fees was granted by Judge James 
d. Kelly. 





Bruns. and Baby Marie 


After making two disks for Vic- 
tor, Brunswick is dickering with 
Baby Rose Marie for recording pur- 
Poses. 

She is the seven-year-old song- 
stress on the air commercially for 
Grossman shoes on WJZ. 





Devine on His Own 


Indianapolis, Dec. 24. 

Tom Devine, for five years mana- 
ger of the Skouras-Publix roof on 
top the Indiana theatre, has leased 
the place. 

Floor show and bands are to be 
booked in. Reopening will be after 
Jan. 1. 





Lou Gold opening at Ira’s Supper 
Club, Miami Beach, Dec. 31. 


Burtnett Band, Without 


Leader, in Biltmore, L. A. 


Los Angeles, Dec. 24. 

With Earl Burtnett on his way to 
Chicago to organize a new orches- 
tra for a Kansas City hotel date the 
old Burtnett band, headed by Jess 
Kirkpatrick, bows in at the Bilt- 
more here New Year's eve, succeed- 
ing the Stanley Smith combo. 

Smith lasted 10 weeks at the ho- 
tel, sponsored by Tommy Lee of the 
Don Lee-CBS artists’ bureau here. 
Lee guaranteed the band’s salary 
against covers and broke about 
even on the transaction, getting an 
air program in the bargain. 


THEIR 18ST MAMMY SONG 
Hollywood, Dec. 24. 

After finishing ‘Hello Everybody,’ 
the Kate Smith picture, Paramount 
decided to add another song. Arthur 
Johnston and Sam Coslow were set 
to work on a mother ditty and 
turned out ‘My Queen of Lullaby 
Land.’ 

It’s the first mammy number the 
pair, each of whom has been in the 
business over a decade, have ever 
devised. 





MARKS, MORRIS UPPED 
TO HIGHER SOC. RATING 





' 

FE. B. Marks and Joe Morris have 
been respectively upped to ‘BB’ and 
‘B’ upon their petitions for higher 
classification by the ASCAP. Marks 
protested Society dividends for all 
of this year, claiming Class A rating 
| but it was ruled that commencing 

with this final quarter Marks shall 
get into the ‘BB’ money. 

Last week Famous was raised 
from ‘B’ to ‘BB’ and Keit-Engel 
denied ‘B’ rating, remaining in ‘CC.’ 
The extra 20% now going to the 
newly created ‘AA’ classification 
leaves a ‘BB’ firm in about the same 
economic status as formerly in ‘B.’ 

Publishers contend that the pre- 
mise of a firm gauging its overhead 
in ratio with its Society money will 
soon cost the publisher his rating, 
and result in a demotion. At $32,000 
annual income from the Society, a 
class ‘A’ firm can’t be operated rea- 
sonably with that revenue, as it 
costs much more to keep a firm go- 
ing at top speed. As soon as a 
firm starts to pace its overhead 
with the ASCAP money, it’s going 
to cost the pub many plugs and his 
classification will ultimately suffer, 
it is claimed. 

Survival of the fittest is regarded 
by all as the answer to tin pan al- 
ley. The ultimate elimination of 
the minor firms, it is figured, will 
proportionately leave more for the 
majors. 











Inside Stuff—Music 


Leo Reisman writes ‘Variety’ thanking for the anonymous plug, but 
correcting that instead of an Hispano-Suiza it’s an Isotta-Fraschini; 
that his Guarnerius costs $30,000 and not only $14,000; that he no longer 
keeps it in his vault but home where he plays it for his own amuse- 
ment; and that he doesn’t use a $2 fiddle for his broadcasts as he no 
longer plays, but merely conducts. 

Reisman adds he has a house in Bronxville; a summer home in New 
England, and intends buying a winter one in Bermuda. Also a nurse, 
butler, cook, maid, chauffeur and gardener—furthermore, pays for all of 
these and owes nobody. 

Reisman would like to know what other orchestra leader who has 
much more than only a half hour broadcast is following through ‘the 
Chinese custom’ of employing as many people as he can during a period 
of depression. 

The maestro adds that one of his orchestras is at the Pierrette dances, 
two in hotel jobs in Boston, beaucoup Victor records and frequent society 
parties account for those six phones on his desk in his office. 





Ream of bills that George Olsen recently sent out to publishers for 
plugging their songs on the air has received scant attention. Bills car- 
ried the notation, ‘for special arrangements,’ with some of them running 
as high as $250. Only response that Olsen has got to date in the way 
of a check was from a couple of minor publishing firms. Major houses 
reacted to the Olsen gesture by getting together and agreeing to ignore 
the bills entirely. 

In going over the debt side of his ledger Olsen noticed that he had 
been making heavy disbursements for arrangements the past year. 
Thought then occurred to him to relay these accumulated charges to 
the individual publishers concerned. Publishers, in turn, took the view- 
point that Olsen had had these special arrangements prepared for his 
own use and advantage both as a radio commercial and hotel dance at- 
traction and that the request for reimbursement was not an equitable 
one. 





Here is the break-up that E. C. Mills has submitted to the American 
Society’s board of directors showing how ASCAP will derive $2,000,000 
from radio for the first year of the current agreement. Mills estimates 
that NBC will pay a tax on $1,300,000, CBS on $500,000, the Yankee Net- 
work on $100,000, the Don Lee Network on $100,000, and the rest of 
broadcasting on $38,000,000. 

Application of the 3% commercial tax to the above total of $40,000,000 
would bring $1,200,000. To this figure Mills hag added $800,000 he says 
will be collected on sustaining fees, making it an aggregate of $2,000,000. 

Broadcasters are in a quandary as to how Mills arrived at this amount. 
Columbia, they point out, has in WBBM, Chicago, and WCCO, Minne- 
apolis, two stations that alone take in over $500,000 a year, while John 
Shepard III of the Yankee link garners more than $100,000 on his two 
Boston outlets, WNAC and WAAB. 





Publishers figure on having their central bureau for picture sync 
rights clearances established and dealing with producers by the first of 
the year. Meantime several of the publishers have taken out temporary 
licenses to use the copyrighted music they require and settle on the 
price later. 

John Paine, who will serve as trustee for this bureau, declares that 
it is the intention of the publishers involved to clear the music for pic- 
ture purposes at rates cheaper than it would cost the producers to have 
scores made by their own staffs. 





Major publisher has gone into the red for over $8,000 to one of the ace 
bands for accumulated cut-in royalties, with the leader of the combo 
having no alternative but to bide his time until the publisher can spare 
the coin. 

Batonier has suggested that the debt be settled on the basis of 50c. on 
the dollar, but the publisher has advised him that even this couldn’t be 
arranged at the present time. Band man hag aired his debt grievance 
plenty around the trade, but the circumstances of the cut-ins prevent 
him from starting a legal proceeding to collect, 





Top English performing rights money-getter, in the songwriters’ divi- 
sion, currently is Harry Woods, American, who has ‘Clouds Will Soon 
Roll By’ (Lawrence Wright), ‘Just Couldn’t Say Goodbye’ (Keith- 
Prowse) and ‘Voice in the Old Village Choir’ (Campbell-Connelly) rid- 
ing currently. 

These, with his other songs, make him the most prolifically performed 
songwriter, British or American, throughout England, on the radio and 
elsewhere. Since writers and publishers are rated strictly on a point 


status is determined, 


system abroad, that’s how Woods’ 


Apparently Robbins Music Co. has no cualms about Meelosing that 
its loss for 1932 reaches $75,000 on the year. 


Firm had big profit years before and loss cosmes out of the reserve. 


Harms-Feist-Berlin 





Their Pal 





Morton Downey had no mu- 
sic pubs at his Central Park 
Casino, New York, opening last 
week. 

Downey soft-shoed into the 
snooty nitery, especially with 
the pubs whom he didn’t want 
tapped for his opening. 











Insurgents Terminate 
Gillette and Smith’s 
8-Yr. Reign Over ‘47’ 


Hollywood, Dec. 24. 
Upheaval in musicians local 47, 
created by reported dissatisfaction 
with financial affairs, threw out J. 


W. Gillette, president, end E. L. 
Smith, business agent, at the an- 
nual election last week. Insurgents 


who aroused opposition to the two 
men who had guided the organiza- 
tion for the past eight years, over- 
whelmingly elected Frank D. Pen- 
dleton a president, and Fred E. 
Whyte a business agent. 

Re-elected were Max Sturges, 
vice-president; Fred W. Forbes, re- 
cording secretary; Ward B. Har- 
rington, financial secretary. New 
officers will be installcd Jan. 16. 

One factor which had bearing on 
defeat of the old regime was the 
$850 weekly overhead at headquar- 
ters with Gillette and Smith each 
getting $150 a week. With so much 
unemployment among members and 
reduced operating revenue it is said 
insurgents felt these salaries along 
with those of others employed were 
exorbitant. On other hand, it was 
pointed out by supporters that Gil- 
lette and Smith were between two 
fires in that American Federation 
of Labor stresses constantly that 
wages must not be lowered. 

Some members, it is understood, 
favor investigation of organization 
finances, especially special appro- 
priations. 


Sarg Loses Wire 


New manager of Tony Sarg’s Bo- 
hemia restaurant (old Janssen’s 
Hofbrau) at Broadway and 53d 
street, New York, caused the entire 
crew of waivers, Ben Selvin’s or- 
chestra and other attaches to walk 
out. Selvin, who is Columbia Pho- 
nograph Co.’s recording manager, 
refused to be associated and CBS 
took its wire out. 

New regime is now very Pavarian 
with a Tyrolean orchestra and na- 
tive entertainers installed. Sarg 
also breezed out taking his mario- 
nette show with him. 


LONDON SHOW WORLD 


(Continued from page 44) 


Its name has not been definitely de- 
cided upon. 

















Rural Tragedy Tried 

The Repertory Players presented 
for one performance Sunday, Dec. 4, 
a new play, ‘Earthquake in Surrey,’ 
by Lilian Arnold, which, though 
fecontaining many dramatic moments 
and well-written passages, seems 
just to elude realism. 

Havoc is caused on 2 Surrey farm 
house when, on the owner's will be- 
ing read, everything passes into the 
hands of a light woman from a 
slum in London, dispossessing the 
dead man’s sister-in-law who kept 
house for him, and giving into the 
newcomer’s charge the young 
daughter of the farmer. 

The sister continues to act as 
housekeeper for the child’s sake, 
which leads to murder. Unlikely to 
achieve public exhibition. 


Fox Quota Films 

British Lion is making a series of 
quota films for Fox. The 
entitled ‘Yes, Madam,’ and is near- 
ing completion. 

Wagner Play Postponed 

‘The Beggar's Bowl,’ which deal 
with the life of Richard Wagner, 
scheduled for production at the 
Duke of York’s, Dec. 23, has been 
postponed because ‘great difficulty 
is being experienced in finding the 
right actor to play the part of Rich 
ard Wagner,’ 
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Societys New AA Rating Starts 
Rumors or Surmises Over What Not 


7 ———___ 


Feist and 


formed 


Promotion of Harms, 
Berlin into a specially 
ciety’s AA publishers’ classification 


s0- 


was predicated on almost any sur- 
vey of the American Society's show- 
ing those three firms in that order. 
Witmarks was a close fourth and 
there was some feeling that Wit- 
marks might have rated special AA 
money were it not for both Harms 
and Witmarks being Warner Bros. 
subsidies, and the qualms of any 
political suspicions. 

There is considerable to-do over 


the AA ciassification. Little dis- 
pute with Harms, whose wealth of 
song material by the nation’s cream 
of musical comedy and operetta 
composers brooks no argument, but 
Feist and Berlin’s double-A money, 
from now on, approaches being a 
shock in the industry. Even Feist’s 
isn’t as startling as Berlin's. The 
outsiders are arguing that Wit- 
marks’ more than 30 years in the 
business has given that firma back- 
ground which Berlin’s 10 years or 


so couldn't. However, invariably 
in every ASCAP survey Harms, 
Feist, Berlin rated 1-2-3. 


With the inauguration of a point 
system for radio gauging, the other 
pubs want to know why the AA 


classification was necessary. The 
point thing, it is believed, will 
readily disclose the most active 


firms, by the number of plugs on 
the air, and thus automatically re- 
duce the ratings of the A classifica- 
tions, BB, C, CC, C and D, respec- 
tively, this leaving more money for 
the top firms. 


The Berlin Angle 


The writers have an AA classifi- 
cation, but the AA class for pub- 
lishers is something new. Irving 
Berlin, although AA money as a 
writer, has argued that perhaps he 
should be accorded AAAA since he 
alone writes both words and music, 
and hence his income would be 
more, Perhaps this angle figured 
in giving Berlin, Inc., the benefit 
of the AA publishers’ class, it is 
said. 

It is known that Ed Bitner, the 
Feist exec ; Saul Bornstein of Ber- 
lin’s, and Walter Fischer, the stand- 
ard publisher, are prominent in the 
executive operations of the ASCAP. 
This element may have figured in 
Bitner and Bornstein’s firms being 
given extra special money along 
with Harms, Max Dreyfus of 
Harms had long ago petitioned for 
extra dividends for his firm exclu- 
sively, seemingly not anticipating 
that other pubs would be accorded 
similar consideration. 

New Evils? 

Along with the new point system 
classification of the radio income, 
every publisher anticipates that this 
will lead to many new evils. It is 
also optimistically hoped that such 
evils will right themselves as mat- 
ters move along, but it becomes 
obvious how more and more im- 
portant will become the radio plug- 
ging thing. It will make a daytime 
band playing from a chowmeinery 
six times a day more important, 
perhaps, than a big single weekly 
commercial because that daily plug 
can also repeat numbers more often 
in addition to reprising their theme 
songs, at the beginning and ending 
of each broadcast The thematics 
will naturally rate along with any 
other music being used for broad- 
casting purposes. 

More Cut Ins 

If the multiplicity of radio plugs 
will determine the divvy on the in- 
come from the National Associa- 
tion of Broadcasters, and that’s 
the major source of ASCAP rev- 
enue now, it is bound to lead also 
to increasing cut-ins, subsidies of 
cash payments and the like, for the 
radio plugs. This evil has been on 
the ascendant markedly already, of 
late. 





The business of Tin Pan Alley 
being what it is, and has been, 
there is no temerity about any pub- 
lisher or plugger visualizing the 
amount of skullduggery such con- 
| ditions may bring about. 

The younger publishers take the 
attitude that it'l!) make some of the 
a.k. firms step out of nights and 
|} work until 5 in the a.m. as they 
| do, and not rely on their mailing 


tlists for plugs. 
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Bands and 


Week of Dec. 26 


Orchestras 





without charge. 





Permanent addresses of bande or orchestras will be publiehed 


No charge is made for listing in this department. 

For reference guidance, initials represent: H—hotel, T—theatre, 
P—park, C—cafe, D H—dance hall, 

As far as possible, street addresses in large cities are also included. 


B—ballroom, R—restuurant. 








A 


Aaronson, Irving, Ruxton H., N. Y. C. 
Agnew, Chas., Morrison H., Chicago, 
Albert, Jules, CBS, 485 Madison Avé., 
WN. Y. C. 

—. Wally, 1914 Bivd. East, W. New 
York, N. J. 

Alsdorf, U 
Amidon, A., 912 E. 8th St., 
Andrus, “ud, Liberatoris R., 

+ we 


J., 98 Liberty St., Newburgh. 
Flint, Mich. 
Elmira, 


Appel, Oscar, The Cathay, Baltimore. 
Arand, Henry, 643 Broad St.. Newark. 
Arcadia Syncopators (C. Edgerton), 2004 
Addison St., Phila. 

Aristocrats (Wm. Hughes), 404 Biandina 
&t., Utica, N. Y. 

Arkell, Lee, KVI, Tacoma, Wash. 
Armbruster, J. L., B. A. C., Buffalo. 
Arnheim, Gus, MCA, be — 

sh, Paul, Capitol T 

‘txina, A. P., 8614 6th Ave., Des Moines. 
Austin, 8.. Davis Is. Country C., Tampa. 
Axt, Dr. Wm., M-G-M Studio, Culver 
City, Cal. 

B 


Bachman, Lew, 211 N. Central, Chi. 
Baird, Maynard, Crystal T., Knoxville. 
Baldwin, P., Frontenac, Quebec, Can. 
Bailey, Eari, Cavalier Beach C., Virginia 
Beach, Va. 

Ballew, Smith, Muehlbach H., K. C. 
Bard, Jos., Golden Pheasant R.. Balto. 
Barnard, B., 3830 W. Morrell St., Jackson, 
Mich. 

Barringer, Don, Callico Cat B., Miami. 
Bartlett, O., Book-Cadillac H., ’ Detroit. 
Barton, Herbert, 645 6th Ave., N. ¥. C. 
Barris, Harry, Orch., Park Central, N. Y. 
Beenar, Montauk Point, Mon- 


I. 
Basile, Jos., 65 No. 14th St., Newark, 


Bastian, Walt., State T., Detrolt. 

Bauer, F. J., 67 Ormond &t., Rochester, 
5: 2; 

Raum, Babe, 226 Rose Le Reading, Pa. 
“oxter, Phil, WDAF, c. 

y State Aces (Al pA 8 Mohawk 

&: Cohoes, N. Y. 

Regan, Walter, by 8. 
Beckley, T., 102 EB. 8th x. Wilmington, 
Del. 

Belasco, Leon, Ambassador H., 

Bell, Jimmie, Green Mill B. R., an 
Benavie, Sam, Fisher T., Detroit. 
Bennett, Dave, Station WJJD, Palmer 
House. Chicago. 

Bentley, Billy, KXO, El Centro, Calif. 
Bercowitz, Abe, KGW, Portland, Ore. 
Berge, W. E., 67 Grand Ave., Englewood, 

J. 


Berger, Jack, Astor H., N. Y¥. C. 
Berger, W. J., 56449 ‘Penn Ave., 
burgh. 

Bergin, Fred, idora Park, Youngstown, O. 


Pitts- 


Berlin, Paul, 4258 Archer Ave., Chi. 
Bernie, Ben, 1619 Peentwee, N. ¥.. 
Berrens, Freddie, CBS, N.Y.C. 


Bestor, Don, Hotel Lexington, N. Y. 
Beddick, Jimmie, KMTR, Hollywood. 
Benford, Jack & Jill Tavern, Portland, 


Bissette-Maclean, Marigold R.. Rochester. 
Black, Ted, 1619 Broadway, N. Y. C. 
Blaufuss, Walter, N.B.C., Chicago. 
Blumenthal’s Orch., Sovereign H., Chi- 


0. 
Bob’s Sunnysiders, 80 BH. Haverhill 6t., 


Lawrence, Mass. 
as a Mischa, Eins., Waldorf-Astoria, 
Bovee, Ralph, KHQ, Spokane 
Bowley, Ray, 21 Beacon S8t., 
Maas. 
Boyd, Tommy, 
mento, Calif. 
Boyle, Billy, Copley-Plaza H., Boston, 
Boyle, Marian, KHQ, Spokane, Wash. 
Brandy's Singing Bd., Palmer’s Park, 
Lansing, Mich. 
Brashin, Abe, KJR, Seattle. 

Breeskin, Daniel, Earle T., Washington. 
Brigode Ace, Merry Garden B. R., > 
wa Collegians, Walled Lake B., De- 

roit 

Pe tty Oy Ted, Yoeng’s R.. B’way and Sist 
Brodie, Phil, Grand Central H., Mountain- 
@ale. N. Y. 

Brooks, Harvey, Zulu Hut, No. Holly- 


wood, Calif. 

Broudy, Dave, Grant T., Pittsburgh. 
geen T., 922 9th St., Harrisburg, 
a. 

Brustloff, Nat, 19 E. 49th St., N. Y. C. 
Bryant, W. H., 1526 3S. 6th St., Terre 


“Hyde Park, 


Sacramento H., Sacra- 


Haute, Ind. 

Buck Vern, Sheridan T., Chi. 

Buckeye Wonders, 645 So. Main §&t., 
Akron, O. 


Buffano, Jules, 5th Ave. T, Seattle. 
Buloskwies Califs., Eagle B., Milwaukee. 
Bunchuk, Yasha, Capitol T., N. Y. C. 
Burk, Milo, Brockton, Masa. 

Burke, Chick, Amesbury, Mass. 

Burke's Canadians, New Constant Spring 
H., Kingston, Jamaica. 

Burnett, Tiny, Orpheum T., Seattle. 
Burns, Jimmy, Lido Venice H., 
wich, Ont. 

Butcher-Guth, Pines, Metuchen, N. J. 


c 


Calloway, Cab, 799 7th Ave., N. Y¥. C. 
Caperoon, Fred, 401 B'way, Camden, N. J. 
Cappo, Jos., Lakeside Park, Dayton, O. 
Carlin, Herb, Guyon’s B. R., Chicago. 
Carberry, Duke, Walpole, Mass. 
Carpenter, Earl, 1619 B'way, N. Y. C. 
Carr Bros., 2137 Gulyot, Oceanside, Cal. 
Carter, F.. Majestic, Long Beach, Cal. 
Casa Loma, 799 7th ave., N. Y. C. 

Casa Nova, Greenwich Village, Dayton, O. 
Casale, M., 140 Pine St., Williamsport, 


Cassidy, D. L., Vancouver H., Vancouver, 


Casson, Pep, Victoria H., N. Y. C. 

Castro, Manolo, Nacionale H., Havana. 

Causer, Bob, Ithaca H., Ithaca, N. Y. 

Cavallavs, John, 20 Irving S8t., New 
Haven. 

Cavato. Ets, Flotilla Club, Pittsburgh. 
Cave, Don, El Cortez H., San Diego. 
Cervone, Izzy, 502 Blackstone Bldg., 
Pittsburgh. 

Charles, Roy, Golden Pumpkin C., Chi. 
Chlo-E-Revelers, Station WJBO, New Or- 
leans. 

Christensen, Paul, WKY, Oklahoma City. 
Christie, H. J., 1881 N. Ormaby Ave., 
Louisville. 

Church, Ross, Buckeye Lake P., Buck- 
eye Lake, O. 

Clarke, Bob, 1660 Roxbury Rd. (B), Co- 
lumbus, O. 

Clarke, Herb. L., Municipal Band, Long 
Beach, Cal. 

Clevelanders, Fuller’s Garden. Cincinnati. 
Coakley, Tom, Athens C., Oaklapd, Calif. 
Col. F., 252 W. Douglas St. Reading, Pa. 
Coleman. Emil. Waldorf- Astoria. N. Y. 
College Club, 4120 Dewey Ave., Omaha. 
Collegian Serenaders, Far East R., Cleve- 

nd. 


Sand- 


Columbo, Russ, Park Central H., N. Y. C. 
Cole, King, Solomon’s 1. H., L. A. 
Condolori, A., Adelphi H., Philadelphia. 
Conley, Ralph, 1119 Grend St., Wheel- 
ing, W. Va. 
Conrad, H. 1088 Park Ave., N. ¥. ¢ 
Cook, Arthur, WXYZ, Detroit. 
Cooley, Frits, Maple View, Pittsfleld, 
Mass. 
Cooney, Bernard, KWG, Stockton, Calif. 
Cornwell, Frank, Mayfair C., Boston. 
Coyle, L. H., 219 E. 10th St., Easton, Pa. 
Craig, Francis, Hermitage H., Nashville. 
Crescent Orch., Armory, Middletown, N.Y. 
Crawford, ‘‘Buzz,” 2115 Pennsylvania 
Ave., N. W., Washington. 
Crawford, Jack, Fox T., Seattle. 
Crawford, Thomas L., Wichita, Kans. 


Cullen, 8. B., 314 EB. 6th 8t., South Bos- 
ton 
Currie, Harry, Seelbach H., Louisville. 


Cummings, Johnnie, Webster H., Canan- 
daigua, N. Y. 


D 
Dahl, Ted, Beverly Hills H., Beverly 
Hills, Calif. 
Damski, Henri, KJR, Seattie. 


Dantzig. E. J., 842 Putnam Ave., B'klyn. 
Dantzler, T., Mirador B. R., Phoenix. 
D'Artri’s Orch., 61 14th St., Norwich, 
Conn. 

Daugherty, Emery, Jardim Lido, Arling- 
ton H., Washington, D. C. 

Davidson, J. W., Norshore T., Chicago. 
Davis, C., Indiana, , Indianapolis. 
Davis, Meyer, 18 E. 48th as. N. ¥. CG 
Davison, Walt, Mainstreet T., K. C. 
- Don, 171 King St., Portland, 
re. 

Delany, Jack, KLX, Oakland, Calif. 
Delbridge, Del., 404 Madison T. Bidg., 
Detroit. 

Det Pose, Senor, 1587 B’qway. N. Y. C. 
DeLuca, J., 881 St. Marke Ave., Brook- 
lyn, N. Y. 

Denny, Claude, Nocturne C., Chi. 

Denny, Jack, Waldertastoria H., N.Y.C. 
Deterich, Roy, Stevens H., Chi cago. 


Dewees, Lowell, 1200 Jackson St., Spring- 
field, Ill. : 

Dickenson, Bob, McElroy’s B. R., Seattle. 

Ditmars, Ivan. KOL. Seattle. 


Dolan, Bert, Bond Hotel, Hartford, Conn. 
Domine Orch., 22 4th St., Troy, N. Y 
Donnelly, W. H., 239 Gienwood Ave., E. 
Orange, N. J. 

wae Chas., Mt. Royal H., Mont- 


“Doty, Mike, Celesium B. R., 
ash 

Dougherty, Doc. Adelphia H., Phila. 
Dowell, Boots, Cotton C., San Diego. 
Downey, Harry, Ballyhoe C., B’way and 
49th St., N. Y. C 

Dunn, Jack, El Patio B. R., L. 

Duerr. Dalph. 11404 Orville P Nag “Cleve. 
Duchin, Ed., Central Park Casino, N.Y.C, 


Eckel, Charlie, N. Y¥. Athletic Club, Pel- 
ham, N. 

Edmunds, Glen, Elk’s C., L. 

Eisenbourg, Dok, Shepard - Colonial R., 
Boston. 

Ellington, Duke, 799 7th ave., N. Y. 
Elmwood Band, 872 Van Nostrand Ave., 
Jersey City. 

Brick, ere B. R., Santa Ana, Calif, 
Eppel, 5736 N. Tth 8t., Philadelphia. 
Erickson, Harry, Saitair Beach Co, Salt 
Lake City. 

tslick, J., 3677 Georgia St., San Diego. 
Everett, Ilume, Lakeside P., Denver. 


F 


Fay, Bernard, Fay’s, Providence. 

Farrell, F., Inn, 4 Sheridan 8a., N. ¥. C. 
Feeney, J. M., ‘226 E. llth St., Oakland. 
Fagan, Ray, Sagamore | Rochester. 
Fabello, Phil, Albee, Brooklyn 

Farr, Asron, Miami Beach Country C., 
Miami Beach. 
PD + peace Joe, 1068 B. 98th St., Cleveland, 

o. 

Felton, Happy, DeWitt Clinton H, N. Y. 
Ferdinando, Felix, Le Chateau B. R., 
Manchester, N. H. 

Feyl, J. W., 878 River St., Troy, N. ¥. 
Fio-Rito, Ted, St. Francis H., 9. 
Fischer, Carl, Majestic D. H., Detroit. 
Fischer. c. a 914 South Westnedge St., 
Kalamazoo, Mich. 

Fisher, Buddy, Bohemian C., Hollywood. 
Fisher, Mark, Edgewater Beach H., Chi. 
Finston, Nat. Par. Studio, a ts 
Fitzpatrick, Eddie, N.B.C., 8S. F. 

Foard, Don, 1419 Reed 2 * Kalamazoo, 


Mich. 
Fogg A. M., 174 Beacon &t., Portland, 


Tacoma, 


e. 
Fomish, Henry, Pleasant Lake, Jackson, 
Mich. 
Forman, Lou, Broadway T., N. Y. C. 
Fosdick, Gene, Rye Bath & Tennis C., 
Westchester. 
Freed, Carl. 20 8S. Orange Ave., 
Friary, George, Rockland, Mass. 
Friedman, L. F., St. Louis T., St. Louis. 
Friedman, Snooks, Paramount H., N.Y.C. 
Frieso, J. F., Strand T., Stamford, Conn. 
Pe vane Jack, Station WJAR, Providence, 


Newar<. 


Fuller, Earl, Swiss Gardens, Cina. 
C. 


Funk, Larry, WEAF, N. Y. 

Furst, Jules, Village — ie # 

Fye, Gil, Silver Spray B. , Long Beach, 
Calif. G 


Galvin, J. J., Plaza T., Worcester, ioe 
Gallicchio, Jo, 5200 Sheridan Rd., 
Gardner, C. C., 1527 N. 2th at., _ 
coln, Neb. 

Garrigan, Jimmy, Oriental Gardens, Chi. 
Gates, Hal, KGER, A. 

Gates, Manny, Alcazar H., Miami. 

Gaul, Geo., Washington, D. Cc. 
Gaylord, Chas., La Boheme, Hollywood. 
Geldt, Al, 117 S. N. J. Ave., Altantic 
City. 

Gerun, Tom, Bal Taberin C., S. F. 
Gibson’s Biue Devils, I. O. O. F., Ball- 
room, Baltimore, 

Gill, Sumit C., Baltimore. 

Gill, Joe, Hollywood C., Galveston, Tex. 
Gillen, Frank, Detroit Yacht C., Detroit 
Gillet, Albert KGW, Portland, Ore. 
Ginsberg, Ralph, Palmer H., Chi. 
zervin, Hal, 1625 Gough St., S. F. 

Goff, Mark, Briggs R., Detroit. 
Goldberg, Geo., Celestial R., Bay Shore 
Park, Baltimore, Md. 


Golden, Neal, WOR, N. Y. C. 

Goldkette, Jean, Book Tower, Detroit. 
Gonzales, 8. N., 310 EB. 4th St., Santa 
Ana, Cal. 

~ ena Ray, 404 Madison T. Bidg., De- 
trolt. 

Graham, Paul, Jenklinson Pav., Pt. 
Pleasant, N. J. 

Grass, Chet, 2040 S. Corona, Denver. 


Green, Jimmy, Beach View Gardens C., 
Chicago. 
Greer, Billy, 1002. Main St. 


Davenport, Ia 





Dallas. 
+yrtland, Ore. 


Grier, Jimmy, Adolphus H 
Gross, Prentis, McElroy P 


Grosso, Paul, Arlington H., Colorado 
Springs. Col. 

Guanette, Lou, 16 Bt. Angelo 8t., Quebec. 
Gurnick, Ed., 86 Reynolds Ave. Provi- 
dence. 
Gunsondorfer, W.. ‘ido C., 8. F. 
Gutterson, M., Valencia T.. Baltimore. 


Gutterson, Waldemar, Roosevelt H., 
Holly wood, 
H 
Haas, Alexander, 264 W. 76th St., v.cG 
Haines, ‘‘Whitey,”’ Tavern Inna, ies N. 
Bend St.. Pawtucket, R. IL. 


George, Taft H., N. Y. C. 
Sleepy. MCA, Chicago. 
Hamilton, Geo., Airport Gardena, L. A. 
Hammond, Jean. Sky Room, Milwaukee. 
Hamond, Cheetine, KIT, Yakima, Wash. 
Hamp, Johnny, Mark Hopkins H., 8. F. 
Hancock, Hogan, Jefferson H., Btrming- 
ham. 
Harmon, M., Club Mirador, Washington. 
Harris, Phil, Ambassador H., L. A. 
Harrison, J., Rendesvous, Toronto, 
Hart, Ronnie, British Columbia Pk., Van- 
couver, B. C. 
Harkness, Eddie, 2030 Franklin St., 8. F. 
Hatch, Nelson, Old Mill Tea Garden, To- 
ronto, Can 
Hatch, Wilbur, KNX, Hollywood. 
Haney, Al, 26 Capital 8St., Pawtucket, 
Rm. % 
Haucke, Curt, Rainbow Gardens, L. A. 
Haynes, Joe, Village Nut Club, N. Y. C. 
Hays, Bill, Cathay Tea Garden, Phila. 
Heiberger, Emil, Bond H., Hartford. 
Heidt,. Horace, R.K.O. Golden Gate, 
’Frisco. 
Henderson, F., 228 W. 189th St., N. Y. C. 
Henkel, Ted, Capitol T., Sydney, Aus. 
Henry, Joe, Astoria, N. Y. 
Henry, Tal., c-o NBC, Tli 6th Ave., 
x @ 


Hines, Harl, Grand Terrace C., Chicago. 

Hirabak, A., 1128 Goottman S8t., Pitts- 
burgh. 

Hite, Les, Cotton Club, Culver City, Cal. 

Hobbs, Frank, St. Catherine H., Catalina 
Is. 


Hoffman, L. G., 78 Ernst St., Buffalo. 
Hogan, Bill, Frolic ca C., Culver City, Calif. 
Hogan, Tweet, Chanel Lake, Ill, 
Hogland, Everett, Rendezvous B. R., Bal- 
boa, Calif. 

Hollowell, B., Strand D. H., Wilmington, 


el, 
Hollywood Collegians, K. of C. C., N.C.Y. 
Hoiman, Bob, Cafe de Paree, L. A. 
Holmes, Wright, Martinique H., N. Y. C. 
Hopkins, Claude, Roseland B, B’way and 
50th St., N. Y. C. 
Hornick, Joe, NBC, 8S. F. 

Houston, Chas., Monmouth Beach C., 


Hueston, Billy, 1658 B’way, N. Y. C. 


Hall, 
Hall, 


Hultberg, Henry, Inglaterra B. R., Chi. 
Hyde, Alex., c-o Wm. Morris, Mayfair t. 
Bldg., N. Y. C. 


Innis, Ed, Vanity Fate B., Huntington, 
o: Wie 
Irving, E., “Lyceum T., New Britain, 
Conn. 

Iseminger, Bill, Hagerstown, Md. 

Isitt, Doug, Butte, Mont. 

Iula, Felice, Rivoli T., Baltimore. 

Tula, Rudipo, City Park Bd., Baltimore. 


J 


Jackson's Jazz, 18 Chestnut &., Glovers- 
ville, N. Y¥. 

Jaffy, Gilbert, Leighton’s Arcade, L. A. 
Janis, Fred, Turkish Village C., a 
Janover, A. L., 1255 Grant Ave, N . wo Oe 
Jansen, Edward, KVI, Tacoma, Wash, 
Jaxon, ‘Half Pint,’ WJJD, Chi. 

— H., 475 Hawthorne Ave., Newark, 


N. J. 
Jehle, John, 75 Driggs Ave., Brooklyn. 
Jockers, Al, 1619 B’way, N. Y. C. 
Johnson, C., Small’s Paradise, N. Y. C. 
Johnson, Dwight, Empress H., Portland, 


Johnson, Gladys, KTM, L. A. 

Johnny Johnstone, Playland, Rye, N. Y. 
Johnston, Merle, 151 W. 46th St., N.Y.C. 
Johnston; O. W., 48 Grove Ave., Ottawa. 
Jolly Joyce’s Syn., 915-17 Walnut &t., 
Philadelphia. 

Jordan, Art, 6241 Norwood St., Phila. 
Jones, Rogan, KVOS, Bellingham, Wash. 
Jones, Isham, Hollywood R., N. Y. C. 
Jorgensen, Ruth, 1285 Sheldon St., Jack- 
son, Mich. 

Joy, Jimmie, Variety, Hollywood, 

Joy, Jack, KFWB, Hollywood, 


K 


Kahn, Art, Via Lago C., Chicago. 
— Harry, 5210 Ga‘nor Road, Phila., 
* 

Kahn, Herman, Capitol Ee Newark, N. J. 
Kahn, Roger W., 1607 B’way, N. Y. c 
Kallis, H., Lido Venice C., Boston. 
Kamas, Al, Swanee B. R., Washington, 


Kassel, Art, Birmarck H., Chicago, 
piautman, we a oe 10th St., Lebanon, 
a. 

Kay, Herbie, MCA, Chicago. 

Kayser, Kay, Nixon R., Pitta. 

om. Ross E., 22 Gold St., Freeport, 


cee Bert, 447 R. R. Ave., Pen Argyle, 
‘Keller, Wm. R., 4115 Gist St., Woodside, 
L N Y 


Kelly, Paul, La Granduja, S. F. 

Kelsey, Walter, KFRC, S. F. 

Kemp, Hal, New China C., Cleveland, 
Kennedy, Clem, KTAB, 8. 

Kennets, Larry, 801 Keenan Bidg., Pitts- 
burgh. 

Kentner, H., Benj., Franklin H., Phila. 
Kerr, Chas, ‘Adelphia H., Phila. 


Red Kibbler, Recreation Pier, Long 
Beach, Cal. 

Koestner, Jos., N. B. C., Merchandise 
Mart, 222 North Bank Dr.. Chicago. 


ro Serenaders, Gd. Riviera T., De- 
troit 
King, Dan, and his Scandals, Four 
Towers, Cedar Grove, 
King’s Melody, 68 Mustler St., Bingham- 
ton, N. Y¥. 
King, Wayne, Aragon B. R., Chi. 
Pr. ap Fred, Kingsway H., Hot Springs, 
r 
Kline, M., 5456 Spruce St., Philadelphia. 
Kneisel, E., Biltmore H., Atlanta. 
Knickerbocker Club, Berks County Trust 
Bidg., Reading, Pa. 
Knutson, Erling, President H., K. C. 
Kozals, Jim, Station WLFL, Chicago. 
PS ees Walt, 347 Claremont Bidg., 


Krueger, Art. WISN, Milwaukee. 
Krueger, Bennel, WABC y. C 
Krumholz, G., P. O. Box 404. New Bed- 
ford, Mass. 

Kyte, Benry, Station WIR, Detroit. 


L 


La Ferara, Vinton, 1821 Grant Ave., 

Lagasse, F., 618 Merrimac St., 
Mass. 

Laitsky, Ben, Majestic T. Bldg., L. A. 
“are Clayton, Luna Park, Coney 
a. Se Es 
Lane, Exidie, McAlpin H., N. Y. C. 
Lanfleld, M., BBB's Cellar, Hollywood. 

Lang, Harry, Baker H., Dallas. 

Lange, J. V., 27 Abbott St., Lowell, Mass. 

Lanin, Sam, c/o CBS, 485 Madison Ave., 
a. ae GO 
Lanin, Howard, CBS, N.Y.C. 

Lawe, Bernie, Pattis C., Des Moines, Ta. 

Mickey Lazarus, McFadden B. R., San 
Francisco. 

Lee, Baron, Cotton Club, N. Y. C. 


Ss. F. 
Lowell, 





Lefcourt, Harry, 27-10 Newtown Ave., 
Astoria, Il. lL. 

me anata Harry, Casiey H., Scranton, 
a. 

Leftwich, oe Oceanic H., Wrightsville 
Beach, N. 

Levant, Phil, MCA, Chicago. 





Levin, Al, 476 Whalley Ave., New Haven. 
Levitow, ‘Bernard, Commodore H., N.¥.C. 
Lido Orch., Bulte 66 Loew Bldg., Wash- 


ington, D. c. 
Breakers f., 


Lindebaum, Joe, 

Beach, Calif. 

Lisbin, Hank, Adolphus H., Dallas. 
Lombardo, Guy, Roosevelt H., N. ¥. 
Lopez, Vincent, Congress H., Chi. 

Lowd, Howard G., Orkney, Springs H., 
Orkney Springs, Va 

Lowe, Sol Manchester 7. t. A. 
Ludeke, Frank, Davenport H., Spokane, 
Wash. 

Luse, Harley, Wilson's B. R., L. A. 
Lyman, Abe, Paradise R., N. Y. C. 
Lynn, Correy, Blue Grotta c., Chicago. 
Lynn, Sammy, 2006 Wichita Bt., Dallas. 


M 
, SSeatenate, Rex, Colleeum, &. Peters- 
urg. 
Mace, Art, Rendezvous B. R., Santa 
Monica, Cal. 
Mack, Dave, Paris Inn, L. A, 
ae: see Enric, Commodore H., 
> aa Ge 


Mahon, Margie, KMO, Seattle. 
Pr. aes F. J., 8007 84 St., Ocean Parx, 


Makins, Eddie. LeClaire C.. Chicago. 
Maloney, R. B., 806 Elinor St., Knoxville, 
Tenn. + 

Manthe, Al., 807 ™. Francis, Madison 
Wis 

Marburger, H., Roseland B. R., N. Y. 
Marengo, Joe, "Italian Village, L. A. 
Marsh, Chas., Ft. Pitt H. Pittsburgh. 
Marshall, Red, Venice B., Venice, Cal. 
Marinaro John, Beaux Arts C., Ww 
40th St., N. ¥. 

Martin, Fred, Bossert H., B’klyn. 
Masiim, Sam, Seneca H., Rochester. 
Mason, Bobbie (Miss), New China R., 
Youngstown, Ohio. 

Masters, Frankie, Morrison H., Chi. 
Mattasch, Steve, Garden B., Seattle. 
Maupin, Rex, KYW, Chi. 
Maurice, Jack, KGFJ, L. A. 
Mayfair, — 70 So. Division, 
tle Creek, M 
oe all Rustic Gardens, Pekin, 
» Clyde, Drake H., Chicago. 
McDowell, Adrian, Town & Country C., 
Milwaukee, 

McEnelly, EB. J., 96 Sylvan 8t., Spring- 
field, Masa. 

McGay, J., Detroit Country Club, Detroit. 
McGowan, Loos, c/o R. W. Kahn, 1607 
B’way, N. Y. C. 


Long 


Bat- 


—_—T James, Chateau Laurier, Ot- 
awa. 

McIntire, Lani, KMTR, Hollywood. 
McVeas I. S., 1221 B. 83d St., L. A. 
Melia, Wm., 91 Edwin St., Ridgefield 
Park, N. J. 

Memphisonians, 92 S. Main St., Memphis. 


Messenger, Al, Roseland, Taunton, Mass. 
Meroff, Ben, Variety, N. Y. 

Meyer, M. F., 926 Broadway, Brooklyn, 
Meyer Oscar, 


4520 Camac S8t., Phila- 
delphia. 


Meyerinch, Herb, States Hofbrau, 8S. F. 
Meyers, Al, 6200 Girard Ave., Phila, 
Meyers, Louls, Zenda B., L. A. 
Meyers, Vic Trianon B. R. Seattle. 
Miles, Jack, Granada C., Chicago. 
Milholland, H. I., KGA, Spokane. 
Miller, J. Franz, Statler H., Detroit. 
Miller, Gladys, KOMO, Seattle. 

Miller Jack, Press Club, Montreal. 
Miller, N., 121 Williams 8t., Chelsea, 
Mass. 

Miller, Vic, Loew's State, Syracuse. 
Milan, Bert, Eastwood Park, Detroit. 


Mills, Floyd, 1786 Fayette St., Cumber- 
land, 4. 
wana Del, 876 E. Washington St., Port- 
and 


Ore. 
~ "sda 1108 Middlesex S&t., Lowell, 


Mintch, Bd., 1101 Prospect Ave., Scran- 
ton, Pa. 

Mitchell, Al, 4 Reed St., So. Norwalk, 
Conn. 


Mohrman, Mable, KJR, Seattle. 

Morton, Fran., Italian Gardens, Spokane, 
Wash. ; 

Molino, Carlos, Roosevelt H., Holly. 

Moore's, Dinty, Washington Arms, Ma- 
maroneck, N. ¥ 


Moore, Pryor, Schaber’a C., Ia A. 
ar Tom, Cinderella B., Long Beach, 
‘al 


Morey, Al, Worth T., Ft. Worth. 

Morris, Glen, bg awapers, Baltimore. 
Moss, Joe, 18 EB. 48th St., N. Y¥. C. 
Mosby, Curtis, Apex F. 

Mosher, V., 8187 10th Ave. ~ Minaeap- 
olis, 
Murtal, Fred, Oriental T., Detroit. 
ne H., Watkiki Beach, Honolulu, Ha- 
wail, 


Nappi, Biil, Del Monte, Birmingham, Ala. 
ar™ Len, Len Nash's Barn, Compton, 
al. 

Nashold, Dudley, Nashold’s B. R, San 
Diego. 

Naylor, Oliver, Walton H., Phila. 

Neff, Art, 6228 Spruce St., Philadelphia. 
Neglar, Merlin, Fox T., Spokane, Wash. 


+“ “eee Nick, 8150 24th St., Astoria, 
Ne Ison, Ozzie, Paramount Grill, N. Y. C. 
Nelson, Tom, Roosevelt H., ¥. G 


New Orleans Owls, H. Roosevelt, N. O. 
Newman, Alfred, U. A. Studio, Holly- 
wood. 

Nichols, Red, Golden Pheasant, Cleve, O, 
Nolan, Bob, Fisher T., Detroit. 

Noone, Jimmy, Club Dixte, Chicago. 
Norman, Jess, 1770 Green St., 8. F. 


°o 
O’Brien, Tom, Saranac Lake H., Saranac 
Lake, N. Y. 
N. F% G& 


O'Connell, Mark, 316 W 98 St., 
Octavet Ore., 85 DuMeld 8t., Brooklyn, 


O'Hare, Husk, La Salle H., Chicago. 

O’ Hearn, Trave, LeClair H., Moline, Ill. 
Olsen, George, Hotel New Yorker, N. Y. 
Olsen, Guy, Eagles Aud., Seattle, Wash. 
ea Ole, Commodore - C., Vancouver, 
Oppenheim, W., Benj. Franklin H., Phila. 
— Georgia 8, Danceland, Jamaicn, 


Original Yellow Jackets, 
Beach, Buckeye Lake, O. 
Orlando, Nick, Plaza H., N. Y. C, 
Osborne, Will, c/o Variety, N. Y. 
Owens, Harry, Grand H., Santa Monica, 


Summerland 


P 


Paige, Ray, Station KHJ, L. A. 
Paleman, Dan, Black Cat R., N. Y¥. C. 
Palmquist, Ernie, Eagle B. R., Milwaukee. 
Parisian Red Heads, 22 W. North S&t., 


Indianapolis 
Parker, Dud, 230 Hart St., B’klyn, N. Y. 


Parnell, Chas., Hartford B. R., San Ber- 
nardino, Cal. 

Paso, George C., Roseville, O. 

Pasternacki, Steve, Luigi's R., Detroit. 

Pearl, Morey, 263 Hunting Ave.. Boston. 

Peck, Jack, 801 Keenan Bldg., Pittsburgh 

Peerless Orch., Monmouth St., Newport, 


Ky. 
Pendarvis, Paul, Jonathan C., L. A. 
Perni, Don, Saenger T., New Orleans, La. 
wh Frank, Flagler H., Fallsburg, 
Peterson. Art, Trout-dale-in-tne-Pines, 

Evergreen. Colo. 

Pettis, Jack, Wm. Penn H., 
oe ae Doc, New Kenmore H., 


B., Tivoli T., Michigan City, 


Pittsburgh. 
Albany. 


Peterson, 
nd, 


ns — 


Pfeiffex’s Orch., 
ledo. 

Philbrick’s Orch., Younker’s D 
Des Moines, Ia. 7, Suse, 
Phillips, Phil., Club Bagdad, Dallas. 
Piccino, A., 860 N. 8th St., Reading, Pa 
Pierce, Chas., Midway Garden odem 
Lake, Ind. soy 
Pipp's Orch., Sullivan's, Edmonton, Caa, 
Pontrelll, Pete, Palace B. R., Ocean Park, 
Cal 
Potter, Jerry, Limehouse C., Chicaga 
Prado, Fred, American House, Boston, 


1842 Palmetto Ave. Te 


Prior, Wil, KFAC, L. A. 
Pullen, R. B., 1365 Sellers Bt., Frankfor4 
Phila. 


R 
_, Bajeten, Jack, Station WOL, Washingtea, 
a om Oscar, M-G-M Studio, Culver City, 
a 


Radriguez, Jos., KFI, L. A. 


op Ph Erno, Radio City Music Hell, 
Rasmussen, F., 148 Graham Ave., Counc 


Bluffs, Ia 
Ray, Alvino, NBC, 8. 
Read, Kemp, 539 ae Bivd., New Bed 
ford, Mass. 
Redman, Don, 799 7th Ave., N.Y¥.C, 
Reese, Gardner, 1619 Broadway, N. Y¥. 
Reisman, Leo, 130 W. 57th St., N. ¥. @ 
troit. 


Reno, Frank, Biltmore H., Santa Bare 
bara, Cal, 

Reynolds, Lou, 600 Central Ave., Ale 
meda, Cal. 

Ricci, Aldo, Ritz-Carlton H., N. Y. G 


Rich, Fred, CBS, N. Y. C. 
Richards, Barney, Uptown Village, Chi. 
Rickitts, J. C., Kosciusko, Mise 
Rines, Jos., Elks H., Boston, 
Rittenbaud, J., U. Artists T., Detroit, 
Rizzo, Vincent, Sylvania H., Phila. 
Roanes’ Penn, Commodore 'B., Lowell, 
Mass. 
Robbins, Sammy, McAlpin H, N. Y., 
Roberts, Miles, 8 Sheldon St., Prov., R. &, 
Robinson, Johnny, Showboat, Seaside, Ore, 
Robinson, Johnny, Olympic H., Seattle. 
Roky, Leon, Syracuse H., Syracuse. 
Rolfe, B. A., 111 W. 57th S8t., N. Y¥. C. 
Romanelll, I., King Edward H., Toronte 
Rose, Irv., Jefferson H., St. L. 
Harry Rosenthal, 1650 Broadway, N. Y. C, 
Rossman, Harold, Bagdad C., Miami. 
Rothschild, Leo, 3060 W. 14th St., N.Y.O, 
Ruhl, Warney, Michigan Tech., Houghe 
ton, Mich, 
Russell, B., King Cotton H., Greensbore, 


Sampietro, Joe, KOIN, Portland, Ore, 
Sanders, Joe, MCA, Chi, 
Sans, P., 215 Ridgewood Ave., B’ .°% 
Schara, C. F., 624 B'way, Buffalo, N. ¥, 
Schill, J., Arcadia B. R., ¥. Cc. 
Schubert, Ed., & Arthur 8t., 
Mass. 
Schumiski, 
Schwartz, 
Ohio. 


Lawrence, 


Joe, Station WCFL, Chicago, 
U. J., 819 Court 8t., Fremont, 
Scoggin, 


Chic, Pla-Mor B. R., Kansas 
City, Mo. 
aaa's. L. W., 900 Dilbert Ave., Springs 
eld 
Scott, Frank, 254 President St., Bkiyn., 
Scotti, Bill, Pierre H., N. Y. C. 
Selger, Rudy, Fairmont H., &. ¥. 


Seidenman, Sid, Mayflower H., Wash. 
Recording. 55 Oth 


Selvin, Ben, c/o Col. 
Ave. 
Setaro, A. 


Paramount Studio, Holly. 
Severt, Gino, KHJ, L. A. 

Sheffers, H. C., Wilbur's Taunton, Mass, 
Shepard, Chas., KFI, L. A. 

Sheridan, Phil, Mossula, Mont. 
Sherman, Maurie, College Inn C., Chi. 
Sieff, Solly, Palace H., 8. F. 

Silverman, D., Missourt T., St. Louis. 
Simmonds, Arite, Playland Park, South 
Bend, Ind. 

Simons, Seymour, 1504 B’ way, Detroit. 
Slason, Fred, Lotus R., Washington, D. G 
Smith, Beasley, Rosemont B. B'klyn. 
neue. 8., 190 W. Buchtel ‘Ave., "Akron, 
Ohio. 

“a Vincent, CBS, 485 Madison Ave. 


Sosnick, Harry, NBC, Chi, ‘ 
Spector, Irving, WOKO, see, | mm Be 3 
Spitainy, Phil, N. B. C., N. ¥ 

Spor, Paul, Paxton Hotel, aan, Neb. a 
Springer, Leon, 134 Livingston St., Bklym@ 
St. Clair Jestera, Prince Edward My 
Windsor, Canada, 

St. Louls Kings, 1828 B. O5Sth St., B’klyn. 
Stafford, H., 911 Sumner St., Lin: soln, Neb 
Stafford, Jesse, c/o Variety, Hollywood. 
Stanfill, John, 820 Broadway, San Ane 
tonio, Tex. 

Starr, Henry, Cotton C., Culver City, Cah 
Steiner, Max, Radio Studio, Holly wood, 
Steed, Hy. Station WMBC, Detroit. 


Stevens, Perley, 258 Huntington AV@.<¢ 
Boston, 
Stoll, Geo., Paramount T., Los Angele®& 


Stone, Marty, Radisson H., Minneapolis 

Story, Geo., Wong’s C., London, Ont. 

Straub, Herb, Buffalo Broadcasting CorD.. 
Buffalo. 

Strissoff, Vanderbilt H., N. Y. C. 

Sweet, Al, 29 Quincy 8t., Chicago. 


T 


Taylor, Art, Nantucket Yacht C.. Name 
tucket, Mass. 

Tellier, Ray, Fairmount H., §S. F. 
Teppas, J. J., 538 Glenwood Ave., Buffalo, 
Teeven, Roy, Regent T.. Grand Rapids 
Mich. 

Thomas, Howard, c-o M. C. A.,, 52 W. 


Randolph, Chicago. 
Thompson's ‘Virginians,’ 
lantic City, N 

Thorpe, Sunny Fan Tan R., 
St.. N. E.. Philadelphia. 
Tierney Five, Rittenhouse H., Phila. 
"“ilof, Andre, Surf C., Miami Beach, Fie. 
Toblas, Henry, WMCA, N. Y. 

Tobier, Ben, Rosemont B., Bkly 

Tolland, Ray, Detroit Leland i. " Detroit. 
Traveler. Lou, Casino B. R., Ocean Park, 
Cal. 

Tremaine, Paul, Roseland BR., N. ¥. G 
Treastor, Bob, Blackhawk, Chi. 

Trevor, Frank, KOIN, Portland, Ore. 
Trini, Anthony, Roseland BR., N. %, C. 
Tucker, Tommy, Hollywood R., N. c. 
Turcotte, Geo., 90 Orange St., TERR y 


Ventor T.. Ate 
24% Cale 


N. H. 
Turnham, Edith, Royale C., L. A. 
U 
Ullrich, Frank, Roney Plasa H., Miaml. 
Vv 
Valentz, Val., Lakeside Casino, Denver. 
Valentine, Jads, Statler H., Boston. 
Vallee, Rudy, care O. C, A., 1619 Broad- 
way, -M, ze 
Van Cleef, Jimmy, 41 Paterson St., New 
Brunswick, N ° 
Van Steeden, Peter, Towers H., Brook- 
ie, NM. F. 
Vito, King, Rose Room D. H., L. A. 
Vogel, Ralph, 2562 Coral St., Phila. 
Voorhees, Don, WEAF, N. Y. C. 
Ww 
Waring’s Penna, c-o J. O'Connor, Hem- 
merstein T. Bldg., N. Y.. 
Watters, Lou, 1907 104th Ave., Oakland. 


Way, Paul, Topsy’s Roost, Southgate, Cal. 
Wayne, Hal, New Yorker C., Hollywood, 


Weber, Thos., Breakfast C., L. A. 
Weeks, Anson, St. Regis H., N. Y. C. 
Weems, Ted, 


Pennsylvania Hotel, N. Y. 
44 Wawona St., S. F. 
Welch, Roy. Fulton- -Royal, B’ ‘klyn, 
Werner, Ed., Michigan T.,. Detroit. 


Weidner, Art, 





(Continued on page 55) 
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CLOSE BUYING 
IN NOVEMBER 


week of November found 
graph 





Final 
the publishers’ 
reaching the peak that comes before 
pre-Christmas slow- 


sheet sales 


the seasonal 
down, As usual the dealers in No- 
vember went through the procedure 
of restocking their shelves, but due 
to conditions and the _ stringent 
deadline on return in effect with 
the Music Dealers’ Service, Inc., it 
was close buying pretty well all 


along the line. 

No hit hove into view during the 
month to rival the sales of ‘Shanty 
in Old Shantytown,’ though a near 
approach is ‘Street Where Old 
Friends Meet,’ which wound up the 
month two places behind the No- 
vember leader, ‘Please.’ ‘Say It Isn't 
So,’ the Oct. No. 1, passed out of 
the blus-ribbon picture altogether. 
Feist’s ‘All American Girl’ nudged 
‘Let’s Put Out the Lights’ (Harms) 
out of second rating, while ‘Play 
Fiddle Play’ (Marks) did a leap into 
fifth place. 

Runners-up to the first sextet for 
the month were: ‘Fit as a Fiddle’ 
(Feist), ‘Deep as the Ocean’ (Ber- 
lin), ‘Just a Little Home for the 
Old Forlks’ (Donaldson) and ‘Rock- 
abye Moon’ (Robbins). Also mak- 
ing marked headway was DeSylva’s 
‘Underneath a Harlem Moon.’ 


Mechanical field showed slight im- 
provement, with the recorders now 
hoping to stimulate trade by means 
of transparent discs and other nov- 
elty resorts. Brunswick had Bing 
Crosby monopolizing both first and 
second spots, while Victor had Paul 
Whiteman and George Olsen split- 
ting four out of the six best sellers 
between them. Rudy Vallee took 
ace position on the Columbia list. 





Just Like Gct. 
Chicago, Dec. 24, 


There was little to set Novem- 
ber apart from October except, per- 
haps, that people having settled 
down more completely and begun 
the long winter hibernating, there 
was a disposition to do a bit of 
freshening on the stock of phono- 
graph records. Albums and the Red 
Seal Symphonies of Victor continue 
to sell better proportionately than 
the 75-centers, 

Among the sheet music leaders 
is ‘Please’ from Paramount's ‘Big 
Broadcast.’ It is the first time in 
over a year the Chicago leader has 
been a Hollywood plug number. 

Columbia is now handling all its 
distribution for the middle west di- 
rect from Bridgeport, Conn. 


Coast Picks Up 
Los Angeles, Dec. 24, 

Sheet music picked up during No- 
vember and discs also moved a bit 
faster than the previous month. 
Topping the list of numbers was 
‘Please,’ with another ditty from 
the same picture ‘Here Lie Love’ in 
fourth position. Effect of the mu- 
sical picture was also felt in the 
record department, 

After a long dormant spell, Co- 
lumbia is coming back as an element 
in the popular record field on the 
Coast, but Brunswick still dominates 
the territory. 





DER SPATZ 


(Continued from page 42) 


luck will have it, there is actually 
& grandfather. 

Sparrow is considered as one of 
the family, and Jim comes to the 
house as her fiance, but when she is 
happiest Sparrow suddenly realizes 
it can’t last. She can’t keep up the 
fib and she can’t tell the truth about 
her past, so she prefers to disap- 
pear, and returns to her old haunts. 
Grandfather and Jim set out to find 
her and arrive just in time to save 
her from a suicide attempt. How- 
ever, the supposed poisoning lets 
the cat out of the bag, Jim loves 
Sparrow in spite of everything, and 
so does the respectable grandfather, 
who is sweet-tempered and gener- 
Ous enough to understand and for- 
give everything. 

The principal asset of this 
charming, light and pleasant play is 
the figure of the grandfather, played 
with genial good-nature by Will 
Thaller. Grandfather is a _ thor- 
oughgoing old optimist who finds 
sunny sides to everything and sim- 
ply refuses to see anything unpleas- 
ant in life. A cheery old philoso- 
pher with no pretensions whatever 
of being one. 

The rest of the cast was also 
good, and the play’s good reception 


fenna by storm. It 


;}to the 
}to stage a play for them. 
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NOVEMBER MUSIC SURVE 


THIS TABLE SHOWS THE LEADING SIX SELLERS IN SHEET MUSIC AND PHONOGRAPH RECORDS GATHERED FROM THE REPORTS 
OF SALES MADE DURING NOVEMBER BY THE LEADING MUSIC JOBBERS AND DISC DISTRIBUTORS IN THE TERRITORIES 


6 Beet Sellers in Sheet Music 
Reported by Leading Jobbers 








LOS ANGELES 
























































NEW YORK | CHICAGO | 
SONG—No. 1 ‘Please’ | ‘Please’ \*Pl 
SONG—No. 2 ‘All-American Girl’ ‘All-American Girl’ ‘Ss 
SONG—No. 3 ‘Little Street’ ‘Let’s Put Out the Lights’ ‘Al 
SONG—No. 4 ‘Let’s Put Out the Lighte’ ‘Little Street’ a 
SONG—No. 5 ‘Play, Fiddle, Play’ ‘Shanty in Old Shantytown” | ‘How ie | 
SONG—No. 6 ‘Sweethearts Forever’ ‘How Deen Is the Ocean’ _ __|*Let’s Put Out the Lights’ _ 











| » . 
|*Here Lies Love’ 








‘Say It Terit 60 





1-American Girl’ 








|‘How Deep Is the Ocean’ 











3 Leading Phonograph Companies Report 6 Best Sellers 


Side responsible for the major sales only are reported. Where it is impossible to determine the side responsible for the 
sales, both sides are mentioned: 





BRUNSWICK—No. 1 


‘Please,’ ‘Waltzing in a Dream’ (Bing 
Crosby) 


‘Please’ (Bing Crosby) 


( 








BRUNSWICK—No. 2 


‘Let’s Put Out the Light,’ ‘Brother, Can 
You Spare a Dime’ (Bing Crosby) 


‘Pink Elephants’ (Guy Lombardo) 


‘Brother, Can You Spare a Dime’ (Bing 


‘rosby) 


‘Minnie the Moocher’s Wedding Day’ 
(Cab Calloway Orch.) 





BRUNSWICK—No. 3 


‘No More Love,’ ‘Just Because You're 


‘I’m Sure of Everything But You’ (Guy | ‘PI 


ease’ (Bing Crosby) 





You’ (Guy Lombardo Orch.) Lombardo) 
BRUNSWICK—No. 4 ‘I’ve Got the World on a String,’ ‘Har- |‘Willow Weep for Me’ (Ted Fiorita | ‘Say It Isn’t So’ (Connie Boswell) 
lem Holiday’ (Cab Calloway) Orch.) 
‘Charlie Two-Step’ (Boswell Sisters) ‘Pink Elephant’ (Guy Lombardo) 





BRUNSWICK—No. 5 


‘Underneath the Harlem Moon,’ ‘Ain’t I 
the Lucky One!’ (Don Redman Orch.) 





BRUNSWICK—No. 6 


‘How Deep Is the Ocean,’ ‘Pink Ele- 
phant’ (Guy Lombardo) 


‘Brother, Can You Spare a Dime’ (Bing 
Crosby) 


‘Wha-de-dah’ (Three Keys) 





COLUMBIA—No. 1 


‘How Deep Is the Ocean,’ ‘Please’ (Rudy 
Vallee) 


‘Hell’s Bells’ (Art Kassel Orch.) 


‘Shanty in Old Shantytown’ (Ted Lewis 
Orch.) 





COLUMBIA—No. 2 ‘Perfect 


You’ve Done’ (Eddie Cantor) 


Combination,’ ‘Look What 


‘Let’s Put Out the Lights’ (Rudy Vallee |‘H 
Orch.) 


ell’s Bells’ (Art Kassel Orch.) 





COLUMBIA—No. 3 


‘Headin’ for Better Times,’ ‘New Fare- 
well Blues’ (Ted Lewis) 


‘Say It Isn’t So’ (Rudy Vallee Orch.) 


‘Let’s Put Out the Lights’ (Rudy Vatlee 
Orch.) 





COLUMBIA—No. 4 


‘A Shine On Your Shoes,’ ‘Don’t Mean 
a Thing’ (Roger Wolfe Kahn) 


‘Shanty in Old Shantytown’ (Ted Lewis 
Orch.) 


‘Say It Isn’t So’ (Rudy Vallee) 





COLUMBIA—No. 5 


‘Brother, Can You Spare a Dime,’ ‘I'll 
Never Have to Dream Again’ (Rudy 
Vallee) 


‘Goofus’ (Dan Russo Orch.) 





‘Three on a Match’ 
Orch.) 


(Freddie Martin 





COLUMBIA—No. 6 





‘Fit as 2 Fiddle,’ Just a Little Home’ 
(Roger. Wolfe Kahn) 





‘Wear a 
Haymes Orch.) 


Robe’ (Joe 


Long White 


‘Shine’ (Louis Armstrong Orch.) 





VICTOR—No. 1 


‘Let’s Put Out the Lights,’ ‘You’re Tel!- 
ing Me’ (Paul Whiteman) 


‘Fit as a Fiddle’ 
vanians) 


(Waring’s Pennsyl- 


‘Sailing on the 
Noble’s Mayfair Orch.) 


Robert E. Lee’ (Ray 





VICTOR—No. 2 


‘It’s Got to Be You,’ ‘Please’ (George 
Olsen) 


‘Rockabye Moon’ (George Olsen Orch.) 


“wi 
(Isham Jones Orch.) 


Never Have to Dream Again’ 





VICTOR—No. 3 vu 


Follow You,’ ‘How Deep Is the 
Ocean’ (Paul Whiteman) 


‘Out of Darkness’ (George Olsen Orch.) 


‘Please’ (George Olsen Orch.) 








VICTOR—No. 4 


‘Fit as a Fiddle,’ ‘You'll Get By’ (War- 


‘This Is No Dream’ (Victor Arden-Phil|‘H 
man) 


ow Deep Is the Ocean’ (Ethel Mer- 




















ing’s Pennsylvanians) Ohman) 

VICTOR—No. 5 ‘Rockabye Moon,’ ‘Play, Fiddle, Play’|‘Strike Me Pink’ (Victor Arden-Phil| ‘Pink Elephants’ (George Olsen Orch.) 
(George Olsen) Ohman) 

VICTOR—No. 6 ‘Just a Little Home for the Old Folks,’ |‘How Deep Is the Ocean’ (Paul White- |‘Let’s Put Out the Lights’ (Paul White- 
‘Just Because It’s You’ (Don Bestor) man) man Orch.) 





was recorded rather grudingly by 
the press, which resents the inva- 
sion of Hungarian playwrights to 
Vienna theatres. ‘Sparrow’ has not 
yet been produced in the original 
Hungarian, the German version be- 
ing the first to see the light. 





TANZENDE SHYLOCK | 


(‘Dancing Shylock’) 


Vienna, Dec. 5. 

Revue by Geza Herczeg. Opening per- 

formance of the new Neues Lustspielhaus 

theatre. Directed by Karl Farkas, who 

also is starred in the leading part. Music 
by Erwin Strauss. 





Geza Herczeg, whose ‘Wonder 
Bar’ was a world success, has hit 
upon yet another brilliantly amus- 
ing farce idea, which has taken Vi- 
remains to be 
seen whether or no ‘Dancing Shy- 
lock’ will be a hit in countries other 
than the German-speaking ones 
where Reinhardt, of whose direc- 
tion methods this is a parody, is 
well known. But in a place where 
the departure is understood, the 
parody is hilarious fun. 

The first scene is in a provincial 
barnstormers’ company. They can't 
keep afloat any longer unless a 
miracle happens, and they telegraph 
great Professor Steinhardt 
That is 
the only thing that may still help. 

Professor Steinhardt does not 
come, but a waiter who has acci- 
dentally got hold of the wire, makes 
up as the professor, and pretends to 
be the great stage director. He 
proceeds to stage a musical version 
of ‘The Merchant of Venice,’ him- 
self playing the part of Shylock. 

Now begins an hour of the most 
riotous fun. Shylock, in modern 
dress, dictating business letters to 
his secretary in three-quarter time 
and asking for his pound of flesh 
in syncopated rhythm. At the cru- 
cial moments, the Othello-Girls do 
tap dancing. The fake professor ad- 
mits as his only adviser the box 
office lady who proves to be the best 
judge of artistic effect. The parody 
wouldn’t be complete if ‘Dancing 
Shylock’ did not prove to be excel- 
lent b. o.—both for the barnstorm- 


ers in the play as also for the real] 
Lustspielhaus. 
The music, by the 22-year-old son 


of Oscar Strauss, is some of the 
wittiest and cleverest written in the 
last few years. Some numbers are 
going to be popular, but the key- 
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Santa Claus Shows Up 


Chicago, Dec. 24. 

First butter-and-egg man 
reported in Chicago since 1929 
showed up at the Chez Paree, 
Mike Fritzel’s cafe, last week. 

He invited everybody in the 
place, performers, musicians, 
and guests to a big supper 
after closing hours. It was to 
celebrate an anniversary. And 
the real McCoy in swanky en- 
tertainments, 











note of the music, as well as of the 
book, is fine fun for connoisseurs. 
Herczeg has scored again. A large 
share in the honors of the success, 
however, go to Karl Farkas, both 
for his staging and his acting in 
the name part. 


GELD OHNT ARBEIT 


(‘Money Without Work’) 


Vienna, Dec. 5. 

A comedy by Alberto Colantuoni, pre- 
sented at the Raimund theatre, Vienna, 
Nov. 24. Played by Eva Geyer, Fischer- 
Marich, Loibner, Olden and others. 

Probably this riotous and yet bit- 
ter comedy would never have been 
written but for the author’s fa- 
mous compatriot Pirandello, whose 
influence is discernible in the whole 
makeup. It’s about a dozen or so 
characters in search of a lottery 
ticket which has been drawn. It 
belonged to the uncle of the charac- 
ters, who died three weeks before 
his number won the big prize. The 
various relatives stage a mad hunt 
for the ticket, trying all the time to 
oust each other. When at last the 
ticket is found, the time to touch 
the money is gone, and nothing re- 
mained but the naked wicked pas- 
sions which the relatives have re- 
veaied during the chase. 

The actors of the Raimundtheatre 
played this temperamental and un- 


ruly comedy in the style of a Com- | 
pretty | 


dell’Arte. It was a 
it is certainly a 


media 
savage affair, but 


f<ood enough specimen of the old- 
fashioned comedy of character, 
which has its good points. Pros- 


|; pects are none too good. Eva Geyer, 


a very young artist, was acclaimed 
by the press as one of the great 
promises of the future, 








Disc Reviews 


By Abel Green 





Baby Rose Marie 

Seven-year-old kidlet who sings 
pops in a wholly professional man- 
ner. She sounds sufficiently childish 
to make her expert song delivery a 
matter of comment. ‘That’s All 
That Matters to Me’ and ‘In the 
Dim, Dim Dawning’ are on Victor 
24196. 





Leo Reisman 


With the Reisman orchestra on 
Vic 24193 is Fred Astaire, who 
sounds sort of sopranoish in the 


vocal renditions of ‘Night and Day’ 
and ‘I’ve Got You On My Mind,’ the 
Cole Porter songs from ‘Gay Di- 
vorce.’ However, it doesn’t mar the 
Reisman dansapation. The idea of 
having the original show singer 
contribute vocally is a _ favorite 
Reisman trick. 

Vic 24192 couples the corking 
Jerome Kern music from ‘Music in 
the Air.’ The waltz, ‘And Love Was 
Born,’ with ‘We Belong Together,’ 
melody foxtrot, are a tiptop brace. 





Paul Whiteman 
Victor has been keeping the 
Whitemanites busy ‘canning’ some 
of the choice ditties of the day. 


Married the Girl’ with ‘Well! Well! 
Well!’ (Vic 24186); ‘Sweet Mucha- 
cha’ and ‘Dim, Dim Dawning,’ lat- 
ter by the Whitemanites, with Irene 
Taylor vocalizing on 24189; and Vic 
24181, a college pair. They are 
‘Here It Is Monday and I’ve Still Got 
a Dollar,’ which Mose Sigler and 
Michael H. Cleary transmuted into 
a rah-rah ditty at Louis Bernstein’s 
suggestion when originally primed a 
la ‘Brother! Can You Spare a Dime,’ 
in keeping with the times. ‘Any- 
body’s College Song,’ a_ clever 
satirical doggerel by Herman Hup- 
feld, whose ‘Let’s Put Out the 
Lights and Go to Bed’ was such a 
rage, is the back-up. The comedy 
vocal style of the Warings’ trio and 
chorus figures here. 


Russ Columbo 


Victor’s 24194-5 has four by the 
ex-crooner, now gone maestro, with 
his own dance orchestra. Columbo 
prefers the band backup for his 
professional career, merely con- 
tributing the vocal interludes, as 
he does in ‘Street of Dreams’ and 
‘Lost in the Crowd,’ on one disc, 
and ‘Make Love the King (Long 
Live the King)’ and ‘I Called to Say 


(Continued on page 50) 








Two from ‘Take a Chance,’ with | 
Ramona and her piano featured in| 
‘Rise ’n’ Shine’ (DeSylva-Youmans); | 
and ‘Turn Out the Light’ (DeSylva- | 
Whiting-Brown), Nacio, not Lew, 
features Jack Fulton on the vocal- | 


izing. Both are in ultra foxtrot- 
ology. 

‘Willow Weep for Me’ and ‘So At 
Last It’s Come to This’ (241987), ! 
and ‘A Boy and a Girl Were Danc- | 
ing’ (waltz), with ‘Take Me in 
Your Arms,’ are other brands of 


ultra-modern music on the hoof. 


Waring’s Pennsylvanians 
In between auditioning for ths 
ether, the Warings have been over- 
working the wax turntables, turn 
ing out the sprightlier type of 
dansapation which is their forte 
Good samples thereof are ‘And So 11 
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Tm Telling You 


By Jack 


TO EVERYBODY—A MERRY 
XMAS AND HAPPY NEW BEER! 





if We Were Santa Claus 
We would give the Orpheum cir- 


cuit back to the actors, another 
‘Jazz Singer’ to Jessel, another 
‘Some of These Days’ to Sophie 


Tucker, a bouncing boy to Cantor, 
another ‘Singing Fool’ to Jolson, 
new typewriter ribbons to the 
‘Variety’ sta/f, and, besides, many 
things which would take up too 
much space, the Winter Garden 
back to the writer of this column. 





| 
Nearly Free 
We read with pleasure that Gov. 


Moore refused to send Robert 
Burns back to the Georgia Chain 
Gang. We played Atlanta once. | 


However, Purns will have to remain | 
within New Jersey boundaries, and | 
if he becomes restless his next book 
might be, ‘I Am a Fugitive From a 
Jersey Mosauito Gang.’ 





Whoopee 
Our two-week-old daughter re- 
ceived a $50 check from one of her 
relatives. We are now trying to 
fix it so she takes US out New 
Year's eve. 





Suggestion 


If Phil Baker should play Radio 
City they could move their other 
‘small’ house over and use it for a 
box. 





New Idea 


We also found out that on the 
opening night Roxy has arranged 
for a motorcycle police escort for 
people holding first row tickets. 





It’s a Racket 


One actor walked out on a hotel 
and the bill. ‘Where are you going 
now” asked his pal. 

‘Over to another hotel and break 
fn a new bill,’ was the answer. 





Denial 
There is no truth in the report 
that Milton Berle intended doing 2 
summer revue in the Craig Theatre. 





They’re Off 
Harry Rosenthal reports. that 
Sigmund Romiterg told his friends 
he owned a horse. He put him in 
a race and 12 other composers 
claimed him. 





Say It With Flowers 
Frankie Jagames informs us that 
she has a fiower shop in the Con- 
gress Hotel, Chicago. That ought to 
be a pretty tough spot to handle 
pansies. 





Ouch! 

A headliner received a wire from 
his agent on the Coast saying, ‘Wire 
immediately your lowest figure for 
feature picture for major company.’ 

He showed it to a rival manager, 
who burned him up by remarking, 
‘That’s just to get away from the 
stereotyped wire, arrived safe.’ 





Brotherly Love 

At Doc Michel’s swell beefsteak 
party to members of his profession 
that help him treat the unfortunate 
theatrical folk who can’t pay, *he 
who’s who o! the stage turned out 
for him. Eddie Cantor and Georgie 
Jessel appeared and at the finish 
George threw his arms around Ed- 
die and hugged him. Eddie warned 
him by saying, ‘Georgie, it’s okay to 
hug me and you can even kiss me, 
but if you ever start calling me 
Norma, that's the finish.’ 

Sign of the Times 

Eddie Buzzell reports that on his 
trip East he noticed a sign in front 
of a small town picture house that 
was closed. The large letters read: 
‘Debt Takes a Holiday.’ 








Ostermania 

This going to press on Saturday 
fs tough on a gag hunter....okay 
for the rest of the staff that only 
has to get news....We Lindy’d 
with Irvinz Berlin and_ started 
bragging, but he told us to wait 
till the kid was six years old like 
his daughter....We told him we 
would...First change in our house- 
hold was tne buying of a noiseless 
typewriter....Wait till the poor 
child has to read the column.... 
And we hope Santa Claus sent you 
all the presents to make you as 


Osterman 


Agony Ads 


Los Angeles, Dec. 24. 
Those classified ad _ blues. 
Here’s what hits the eye in a 
quick glom through the agony 





column of any Los Angeles 
daily: 

Swaps. Saxophone, like new, want 
electrical sewing machine, or what 
have you? 


If worried use Jake Johnson's De- 
tectives. 


Want to be married? Come to 1207 





Blivits Blvd. Retired mfnister, 

$100 cash for leads to successful 
contact with party planning to build 
house. Confidential. 

PRODUCER, writer and director of 
motion pictures for over 20 years 
will coach aspirant for picture work; 
all branches of the art. 

ROULETTE. GUARANTEED. 


Playing instructions, $1. Details, 3c. 


REDUCE 4 lbs. weekly by gargling. 
No diet 


WHISKEY DRINKING STOPPED 
NOW. Keeley Institute. 











Brewery Stock Issues 
Flood L. A. Gullible 


Los Angeles, Dec. 24. 
Playing on the possibilities that 
good beer will be legalized, pro- 
moters here have offered the public 
125 stock issues in breweries in the 
past two or three months. 
Situation has reached such pro- 
portions, in the opinion of the Bet- 
ter Business Bureau, that a warn- 
ing has been issued, pointing out a 
twofold speculation in such stock. 


Bureau states that the major 
breweries of pre-prohibition days 
are still in existence and remain the 
leaders of that industry, which 
consequently narrows the field for 
new beer vats. It points out, also, 
that in addition to the ordinary 
speculation in stock buying, there 
is the added spec as to what Con- 
gress will eventually do with the 
malt product. 








TAX! DANCE BANNED 


Mex. City Closes One When Girls 
Got 1/2 Cents Per Creep 








Mexico City, Dec. 21. 


Taxi dancing, latest novelty of 
the kind in these parts, is out, civic 
fathers have ruled in ordering 
closure of a large dance hall over 
the Teatro Principal. Action was 
taken because local cafe-saloon- 
cabaret-dancehall laws don’t cover 
taxi dancing academies; also be- 
cause government deemed hostesses 
weren't getting break in establish- 
ment’s profits. 


Academy functioned on basis of 
customers buying eight dance tick- 
ets for about 35 cents and gals get- 
ting comish of 11% cents per dance, 
Which afforded management 70% 
intake. 


Civic fathers have started quiz 
as to who allowed hall to go in for 
taxi dancing, and announce that 
other similar institutions will be 
promptly closed. 





MARRIAGES 


Alma Tell, film actress, to Stanley 
Blystone, actor, Hollywood, Dec. 18. 

Sally Sweet, picture actress, to 
Charles Crafts, orchestra leader, 
Hoboken, Dec. 18. 

Ethel Sutherland to Chas. Butter- 
worth, comedian, Harrison, N. Y.,, 
Dec. 18. 

Charles Fiedler and Pauline La- 
pofsky, musician, both of New York 
city, have applied at Greenwich, 
Conn., for a marriage license. 

Eugene Silber, member of Mae 
Barnett’s orchestra, and Theodora 
M. Samovitz have announced their 
engagement at Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 

Lillian Duncan, dancer, to Dr. 
Wm, Murray Winn, St. Louis, Dec 
21. 





STEARNS’ DIVORCE 
sert Stearn, Pittsburgh manager 
of the United Artists exchange, filed 
suit last week for divorce against 
Mrs. Myrtle Stearn, charging cruel- 
ty. The Stearns have been sepa- 





happy as the one he sent us.... 
ARE YOU READING? 


rated for several months. 


Home Bar Speciaket 
Invades Hollywood as 
Wright Law Goes Out 


Hollywood, Dec. 24. 
The day the Wright act (State 
liquor enforcement law) went off 
the statute books, and with it the 
pardon from prison of 128 prohibi- 
tion law violators, Hollywood was 
covered with class advertising 
throwaways which announced ‘an 
exclusive display of barroom ac- 
cessories.’ It was the first time 
that the word ‘barroom’ has come 
out in the open in this staid part 
of the country since pre-prohibi- 

tion days. 
Pamphlets 





were delivered at 
house doors and placed in every 
parked car. Printed in two colors, 
the throwaways carried the swank 
of jewelry advertising. 

One line in the ads was particu- 
larly effective, reading: ‘Our drink- 
ing engineer will be glad to design 
a home bar suited to your personal 
taste, temperament and _  pocket- 
book.’ 


Beach Gambling Fades 
On L. A. Police Orders 


Hollywood, Dec. 24. 

After operating unmolested for 
more than a year, during which 
they piled up huge grosses, ‘tango,’ 
‘roulette’ and similar gambling de- 
vices at nearby beaches have been 
closed on orders of Chief of Police 
Roy Steckel. Decision to put the 
clamps on followed a conference 
between the chief, Mayor Porter 
and members of the police commis- 
sion. 

Legit concessionaires at Santa 
Monica, Ocean Park and Venice, 
where the games flourished, have 
been among the most persistent 
wailers. It was common on a Satur- 
day or Sunday during the past sea- 
son for every game of chance to 
play to capacity while rides, shows 
and other legit attractions starved. 











READY FOR BEER 


Long Sandwich Bars Installed in 
Broadway Store at 46th 


What may be Broadway’s first 
beer saloon is spotted next to 
Simpson’s hock shop on the corner 
at 46th street. Place is called the 
Ale Rail... It has two long bars. 
Equipment for hot sandwiches and 
stews (oysters) also installed, 

Neon bulbed sign over the en- 
trance is a pay-off. It moves in V 
fashion up and down, a simulation 
of elbow-bending, the natural ex- 
ercise of persons who take beer and 
other drinks, 





Dise Reviews 
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Goodnight,’ all obviously primed for 
the crooning Columbo delivery. 





Jesse Crawford 

Robert Simmons’ vocalizing as- 
sists the Paramount theatre’s ‘poet 
of the organ,’ as the Wurlitzer con- 
soloist is ether-ballyhooed. ‘When 
Mother Played the Organ’ and 
‘Moonlight on the River’ are pop 
waltzes of elementary calibre pat- 
ently primed for the mike-tuner- 
inners. 





Pickens Sisters-Whiteman’s Rhythm 


Boys 
The Pickens Sisters from Georgia 
appropriately enough harmonize 


‘Sentimental Gent from Georgia.’ 

Whiteman’s Rhythm Boys get 
hotcha with ‘Jigtime,’ a more lively 
ditty. Victor 24190. Both oke pop 
vocals. 


Jack Denny 

The Hotel Waldorf-Astoria or- 
chestra leader is another who has 
been beaucoup busy waxing his 
ether favorites. Two more from the 
prolifically tuneful Kern’s ‘Music in 
the Air’ score are backed on Vic 
24183. They are ‘I’ve Told Every 
Little Star’ and ‘The Song Is You.’ 
More pops are ‘My River Home’ and 
‘That’s All That Matters to Me,’ 
Paul Small handling the vocals. 





Hoagy Carmichael 

This hot arranger-maestro, with 
his own orchestra, has two of his 
own compositions on Vic 24182. 
They are ‘Thanksgiving’ which, 
while not primed as a holiday song, 
should have been recorded a month 
ago, and ‘Sing It Way Down Low.’ 
In the latter, it’s 100% Carmichael, 
singing besides playing and com- 
posing it. Dick Robertson vocalizes 


‘Thanksgiving.’ Both sprightly fox- 





trots. 





Sunny Calif. 


Hollywood, Dec. 24. 

Nightly frost warnings by 
the Department of Agriculture 
from KNX have brought about 
more editorial kidding of 
‘Sunny California’ than any 
one element in years. Station 
is bombarded with satirical 
letters and papers are taking 
editorial whacks at the even- 
ing temperature readings which 
don’t coincide with the pretty 
literature going from’ these 
parts. 

When the station started the 
warnings the local real estate 
board tried to put a quietus 
on the program but without 
avail. 


GARDEN HOCKEY TRADE 
HELPED BY SCALE CUT 


Second price reductions for pro- 
fessional hockey games at Madison 
Square Garden last week, resulted 
in a healthy jump in attendance. 
Scale is now $2.20 top as against 
$3 even. At the latter top the Gar- 
den absorbed the federal tax. 

Price revision was accompanied 
by the resignation of John S. Ham- 
mond as vice-president of the Gar- 
den corporation, with hockey his 
special department. That places 
William Carey in full charge of the 
Garden. Lester Patrick replaced 
Hammond in the hockey depart- 
ment. 

Amateur hockey games at 40 
cents top, Sunday afternoon, drew 
best crowds cf the season. 


Angling the Stars 
Hollywood, Dec. 24. 

Tipster sheets, which did a brody 
at the time of the market crash, are 
again beginning to flood the film 
colony, with around a dozen now 
entering this territory from as far 
east as Boston. 

A majority of them are putting 
the glitter on mining stocks. 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. John Hasler Good, 
daughter, St. Luke’s hospital, Den- 
ver, Dec. 11. Father is a retired 
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More Football Games 
Than Bull Fights in 


Mexico, Gov't Reports 


Mexico City, Dec. 21. 

Figures of the Department of 
National Statistics show that last 
year 2,027 amusement centers in 
this republic had 42,517,653 cash 
customers. Department thinks that 
not such a rotten year's biz for a 
country with a population of 16. 
250,000. While 560 diversions cen. 
ters failed to report their seatage, 
those giving this information an. 
nounced total accommodations for 
990,815 persons. 

Picture houses, competitive sports 
clubs and stage and open air the- 
atres top the list of Mexican 
amusement centers. Republic hag 
547 cinemas; 374 sporting clubs: 
352 stage theatres and 250 open air 
theatres and salons dedicated to 





theatrical shows. Next come 167 
circus pitches; 140 bull fight 


arenas; 71 cock fight pits; 28 pro- 
fessional handball courts, and 15 
race tracks. But the movies with 
102,606 shows of the total of 134.- 
410 functions these centers gave 
during 1931, proved to be Mexico's 
favorite diversion. 

Far down the list, but miles 
ahead of bull and cock fighting, were 
vaudeville with 6,861 shows: mu- 
sical comedy and revue theatres 
with 4,835; dramatic and comedy 
theatres with 4,471 performances, 
and circuses with 2,043. There were 
only 794 cock fights and 724 bull 
fights during the year, against 
4,286 professional handball games: 
1,632 basketball, 1,442 baseball and 
822 football matches, 464 prize 
fights; 185 days of horse racing and 
165 tennis matches. 





2 For 1 Mauling Shows 


Tacoma, Wash., Dec. 24. 

Wrestling game has been getting 
kind of tough here, with two hairy- 
chested shows trying to tease the 
money out. Now comes one of them 
with a two for one, admission 25 
cents. 

One of the promoters of this sort 
of entertainment, however, has just 
purchased a big apartment house 
on his earnings and has an idea he 
might step into the beer business 





musical director, 





when, as and if. 
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THEATRE 
BROADWAY w=. 

at B’way 
HOME OF BIG TIME VAUDEVILLE 


TED HEALY—JOE FRISCO 
MOSCONI BROS. <3 
JACK McLALLEN ,2"4, 
ANN CODEE 


VAL & ERNIE STANTON 
NITA MARTAN 
MAY WIRTH and Family 
TWELVE ARISTOCRATS 
DE WOLFE, METCALF & FORD 


Mats. 25c & 60c—Nights 50c, T5c, $1 
All Seats Reserved 




















JOMIN GOLDEN presents 


When Ladies Meet 


By RACHEL CROTHERS 
Royale thea. W. 45thSt, CH.2-0144 
Evs. 8:40. Mts. Wed. &Sat. 
Merry Xmas Mats.: Mon., Wed., Thurs., 
Fri. and Sat., Dee. 26-28-29-30 and 31 


Happy New Year Mats.: Mon., Wed., 
Thurs., Sat., Jan. 2-4-5 and 7 y 


GRACE 


GEORGE ALICE 


BRADY " 
MADEMOISELLE 


By JACQUES DEVAL 
with A, E. MATTHEWS 
PLAYHOUSE, 48 St. E.of B’y. BR. 9-2628 
Eves. 8:40. MATS. WED. & SAT., 2:40 
Special Matinees, “LITTLE WOMEN” 
See Daily Papers for Dates 




















On the Screen 
Marie DRESSLER 


& Polly MORAN !| 


in “PROSPERITY” 
fe On Stage: Benny DAVIS, YORK & 
KING, Sidney MARION, Added At- 
traction Sid GARY. 
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(Music in The Air ) 


By Jerome Kern & Oscar Hammerstein 2d 
nati, Natalie Hall, Walter Slezak, Al 


Shean, Katherine Carrington; Curtain, 8.30 
ALVIN Th., 52d St. W. of B’y. Eves. 
8:30. Mats. Thurs. & Sat., 2.30 

Fxtra Matinee Monday, Jan, 2 


oo 


revere ALWAYS A 


BETTER SHOW ce RKO! 


369 RKO MAYFAIR 3:27; | 
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9 A. M. to 6 P. M. 
“LITTLE ORPHAN 
ANNIE” 
6 P. M. to Closing 
“SECRETS OF THE 
FRENCH POLICE” 


RKO PALACE 31'%71, 


EDDIE 


CANTOR 


“The Kid from Spain” | 


TWICE DAILY, 2:45, 8:45 


Sat. 2:45, 8:45, 11:45 
$ SHOWS Sun, 2:45, 5:45, 8:45 


RESERVED 




















ALL SEATS 


RKO 86 th ST. vex’ ‘ave 


Wed. to Fri., Dee. 28 to 30 
CONTINUOUS 
“SECRETS OF THE 
FRENCH POLICE”’ 


and 


“Little Orphan Annie” 





















*s — 
m the Screen 


WILLIAM HAINES 
BWAY in “FAST LIFE” 


a On the Stage—Belle Baker, 
SF st Harriet Hoctor, Paul Ash 
Added Attrac’n 

Bill 


ITO: 


Lk ROBINSON 











Coming: Hayes, WNovarro in ‘‘Son-Daughter’’ 


O8I st ST. sroadwa | 


Wed. to Fri., Dec. 28 to 30 
Matinees Only 


“LITTLE ORPHAN 
ANNIE”’ 


Evenings Only 
“SECRETS OF THE 
FRENCH POLICE” 
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Broadway 


Whispering Con Conrad. 

Gam Katz likes gold pieces. 

Gus Eyssell loves to reminisce. 

Dave Blum’s dogs have ringworm. 

George Brown back from _ the 
eoast. 

Joe Fliesler now p. a.’ing the Lit- 
tle Carnegie. 

Plenty of after 3 a. m. speaks in 
operation now. 

jYeorgie Stone in the hay at the 
Warwick. Flu. 

Ben Grimm, Universal advertising 
head, is ill again. 

Josephine Bennett is with the Re- 
tail News Bureau. 

Benny Piermont had nose bobbed 
by Dr. B. Freudenfall. 

Benny Davis had one of those new 
check watches a year ago. 

Bill (Metro) O’Brien has been on 
the wagon a whole year now. 

Carrie ‘Pash’ Lanel of Publix may 
call off that trip to Baltimore. 

Gloria Winchell had pneumonia. 
Oxygen resorted to last week. 

No pro boxing at Garden last 
week, but due this Friday (30). 

Deluge of holiday cheer buildup 
ecards from New York speakeries. 

Harold Flavin in training a whole 
week for Christmas and New Years 

ace. 

’ Junior Laemmle’s next trip to 
New York is scheduled for Feb- 
ruary. 

Francis Edward Faragoh back 
from the Coast and a Par writing 
contract. 

Al Vogel doing a big Xmas biz on 
special jewelry offerings among 
showfolk. 

Town's only on-the-level wrassling 
match last week was Bill Howard 
vs. the flu. 

Mitzi Jeffrey getting scared to 
death going up on the Empire 
State’s top. 

Freddie Rich is still celebrating 
his divorce victory from Peggy 
Lawton Rich. 

The Walter Winchells’ elder 
daugiter, Gloria, hag been seriously 
ill with pneumonia. 

Roy Furman went into three fig- 
ures on a gift for the girl friend’s 
Christmas stocking. 

Getting a pair of lace panties for 
Xmas, Tess Michaels says no good 
can come from that. 

Leon ‘Expose’ Victor doing a coal- 
oil Johnny as a host for some of 
his intimate friends. 

Marcella Burke, free lance fan 
writer from Hollywood, is in New 
York for the holidays. 

In the past year the number of 
femme taxi drivers in New York has 
jumped from eight to 26. 

George Gerhard with 40 new $1 
bills for distribution at the apart- 
ment shack where he lives. 

Muriel Window plays first vaude 
engagement in 11 years at the RKO 
Elizabeth, N. J., house 28-30. 

tuss Moon is writing a book on 
his experiences dating from the 
early homestead days in Ohio. 

Charles Wasburn agent for ‘Good 
Woman, Poor Thing,’ Leonard Gal- 
lazher managing ‘Anybody’s Game.’ 

NTG’s new Paradise nitery opened 
Friday night, but not until last night 
ede was special press show- 
ng. 

Ken Rockwell, Palace treasurer 
who went out with two-a-day, is 
back in the cage for the Cantor film 
run. 

UA execs played Santas for all 
the company employees Saturday 
?-igeeee by tossing a party at the 

- Oa 

Clarice Aronton, Gas Dureau’s sec 
in Publix until Gas went south, is 
now taking shorthand for Bill (KBS) 
Saal. 

New panhandle racket last week. 
Bo had an envelope and was asking 
three cents te mail the card to his 
wife. 

Suspense in 306 operators’ local is 
killing with the holidays at hand 
and no one knowing what’s going to 
happen, 

Dave (Universal) Bader’s greet- 
ing card from London is a la mourn- 
ing card celebrating the passing of 
gloomy 1932. 

Abner Silver has taken to the 
water for the holidays. It’s a 10- 
day cruise to Havana, with the S. 8S. 
St. Louis the craft. 

Two actors who don’t want their 
names mention paid for 400 Christ- 
mas dinners at Gerson’s for other 
less fortunate actors. 

Charlie O’Reilly of the TOCC has 
quit commenting until the indus- 
try has decided that Federalization- 
of-the-business issue. 

Jean D. Smith adding another 
blotch of lipstick to Joe Harris’ 
kiss stain removing handkerchief 
on getting her present. 

Sam Dembow, Jr., is contributing 
heavily to charity. He started out 
with a nice check for the Unem- 
ployment Emergency Fund. 

Not certain until almost curtain 
time whether Evelyn Herbert’s ill- 
ness would permit her to open with 
‘Melody’ in Philly last night. 

W. & McKay, Universal home 
lawyer, returning after a quick trip 
to the coast, is stating to inter- 
viewers: ‘Just say I got back.’ 

Salvation Army Xmas fund lass 
stationed in front of a Broadway | 
picture house sends the cop on the 
beat to the corner for her Chester- | 
fields. 

Eddie Buzzell and his manager, | 
Lew Schreiber, are in New York. 
Schreiber returns later this week, ! 
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Buzzell staying on another fort- 
night. 

Motor Vehicle Dept. temporary 
auto registration office this year in 
the Continental Building, 41st street 
and B’way. Opened last week, 
later than usual. 

Danny Danker, Lux’s Hollywood 
rep in making the film tieups, east 
for the holidays, going to Boston, 
his home town, with Broadway stop- 
offs before and after. 

Ruth Morris, Abe Lastfogel, Lou 
Silvers, Janet Adair, Lester Hamill, 
Solly Ward, Bud Fisher at Lum 
Fong’s Chinese feast to his Broad- 
way-Park Row friends. 

That silver paint on the Sixth 
avenue pillars, running’ several 
blocks from Radio City in both di- 
rections, has the good old ‘L’ look- 
ing like a scenic railway. 

Holiday card of the Jack Cohns 
(Columbia Pictures) carries photos 
(stills) of the entire family, with no 
names. Now Jack Cohn may be 
certain he looks like his picture. 

Ed (Strangler) Lewis has partici- 
pated in 4,000 wrestling matches 
and lost less than 20. When he met 
and threw two men last week at 
Garden, was in pain because of 
torn shoulder muscle. 

Chain department stores have the 
same headache as theatre circuits. 
Could do same volume of business 
in half as many stores of half the 
floor space each and make a profit. 
As is rent and taxes eat ’em up. 

Pushcart man selling cordial drops 
four for a nickel around the Square 
last week. Chocolate-coated whis- 
key, two for five. First time whis- 
key has been so openly advertised 
for sale since prohib. 

Earl Carroll transplanted his 
shingle, ‘Through these portals pass 
the most beautiful girls in the 
world,’ to decorate the stage en- 
trance at the Paramount for the 
condensed ‘Vanities’ engagement. 

Brooks Pulaski (‘Variety’) threat- 
ens to become Bing Pulaski when 
going on WOR with a midnight 
fight broadcasting period under the 
billing of Right Jah. That’ll make 
him the only crooning pugilistic re- 
porter. He does it with or without 
a megaphone, and it sounds the 
same either way. 


Budapest 


By E. P. Jacobi 








Ferenc Kiss to play the name part 
of ‘The Emperor Jones’ at the Na- 
tional theatre. 

The two plays that keep triumph- 
antly on the surface of the stormy 
sea of this season are ‘Lieutenant 
Irja’ and ‘Cat in the Bag.’ 

Sari Faludi, actress, to prison for 
five months for driving without a 
license and injuring an old man and 
a baby in pram. Both died of the 
consequences of the accident. 

Rod La Rocque and Vilma Banky 
here visiting. Rod has learned Ger- 
man. They are to play the Iead in 
a Hungarian-made picture’ in 
March, then in English, German and 
Hungarian versions. 

Admiral Horthy, Regent of Hun- 
gary, spent a whole morning at 
Hunnia Studios watching shots of 
new Ufa picture, ‘Old Rascal.’ Re- 
gent, very keen about pictures, had 
everything explained to him. 

Lakatos’ new play, “The High C,’ 
is about a prima donna of the Met- 
ropolitan Opera in whom it is diffi- 
cult not to recognize Jeritza. Plot, 
however, has nothing to do with the 
great singer, author maintains. 

Tokay wine growers planning to 
send out a team of girls in Hun- 
garian costume and gypsy music ac- 
companiment to sing and dance a 
‘Tokay wine number’ on American 
vaude stages to popularize Hun- 
garian wines. 

Belvarosi theatre founded ‘Club of 
Theatre’s Friends.’ Members are en- 
titled to reduced ticket prices and 
attendance at private performances 
of plays produced solely for their 
benefit. First of these productions, 
Bruckner’s ‘Krankheit der Jugend,’ 
forbidden by police after first per- 
formance—too sexy. 


Trenton 


Leonard Norman’s mother died. 

Motor Vehicle Club gives big in- 
door circus for members. 

Trenton ‘Community Messenger,’ 
monthly, folds, as did Trenton ‘Life.’ 

Merchants wondering what hap- 
pened to all the Christmas shoppers. 

‘Doc’ Newman going strong for 
those Friars’ Saturday night blow- 
outs. 

Harry Weissblatt is still looking 
for a publisher for those two novels 
he’s written. 

James Kerney, publisher of Tren- 
ton ‘Times,’ and family off to West 
Indies for winter. 

Picture operators 
Little Cinema Playhouse, 








picketing at 
artie 


} house, following wage dispute. 


Town is still talking about pre- 
sentation of Capek’s ‘R. U. R.’ by 
the Central High school seniors 


i 


Lime Trio off to Paris for Para- 
mount. 

Helen Gray 
Bobby Howes. 

Mervyn McPherson now Pavilion’s 
publicity man. 

Douglas Byng at the Monseigneur 
for six weeks. 

Harry Roy and band around the 
Paramount Astorias. 

‘Grand Hotel’ gone grind at the 
Empire for fortnight. 

John Southern buying teddy bears 
as private investment. 

Lord Beaverbrook left for a six- 
months’ trip to Colombo. 

John Southern full of 
Pavilion Christmas week. 

John Maxwell having long con- 
ferences with John Southern. 

Wallace Parnell staging another 
French revue at the Piccadilly. 

George Black talking of ‘a 60% 
take it or leave it cut’ for acts. 

Billy Cotton out of the London 
Pavilion bill, due to rheumatism, 

Gloria Swanson looking for a yo- 
delling tenor for her new picture. 

Edmune Goulding talking of tak- 
ing Dorothy Hyson to Hollywood. 

Marylin Miller permitted to stay 
here till Dec. 17, and even longer. 

Matheson Lang to act as honor- 
ary dramatic adviser at the Old Vic. 

Foreign bands for niteries still 
ruled out by the Ministry of Labor. 

Sir Oswald Stoll taking space in 
the ‘Times’ to slate the legit critics. 

Marilyn Miller in love with Lon- 
don, and promises to return shortly. 

Horace Sheldon vacating the con- 
ductor’s chair at the Victoria Palace. 


in the picture with 


ideas for 


Condos Brothers waking’ the 
neighbors with their all-night hoof- 
ing. 


Harold Lloyd thinks he has found 
a genuine relative in Hythe, Eng- 
land. 

Eric Wollheim hates to have his 
name mentioned in the press, so he 
says. 

Marylin Miller confined to her bed 
by doctor’s orders, price of hectic 
time. 

Gainsborough Films taking shots 
at Princes’ theatre for real atmos- 
phere. 

David Abrahams asking Harry 
Foster for acts for the London Pa- 
vilion. 

Dennis Neilson-Terry, who died 
in S. Africa some months ago, left 
$5,000. 

Suzanne Lenglen here opening a 
branch of her international tennis 
school. 

Georgie Wood inundated by trade 
papers for his usual Christmas 
article. 

A. C. Astor brushing up his 
French to do his act for the natives 
in Paris. 

David Abrahams taking active in- 
terest in management of London 
Pavilion, 

Prince George sees the ‘Crazy 
Outfit’ at the Palladium twice in 
one week. 

Max Rivers staging the dances for 
Empire, Paris, new show, due in 
February. 

Adagio acts, with exception of 
Myer Golden’s Kitchen Pirates, 
taboo here, 

William Passpart on another of 
his continental jaunts, as talent 
seeker for RKO. 

Casanova restaurant’s continuous 
cabaret policy pulled small attend- 
ance for opening. 

King of Denmark and Queen of 
England at Drury Lane theatre to 
see ‘Wild Violets.’ 

Lucien Samett phoning frantic- 
ally to Glenn Ellyn in his Casa 
Nouva restaurant. 

‘Bow Bells’ starting on a twice- 
nightly tour, in number two provin- 
cial cities, shortly. 

Douglas Fairbanks and Harold 
Lloyd with parties seeing Coward's 
‘Words and Music.’ 

Jules Marx consulting Harry Fos- 
ter for novelties for his Scala, Ber- 
lin, and other places. 

George Raft’s ‘Night After Night’ 
(‘Undercover Man’) voted best of 
recent gangster crop. 

Harold Lloyd taking tea with Ish- 
bel MacDonald at Downing Street 
before leaving for Italy. 

Reception awaiting Chic Endor 
when he returns, with biggest re- 
ceptionist George Foster. 

Taglioni now in charge of new 
eatry ‘Le Grand Vatel,’ and drawing 
them fn on ‘no music’ gag. 

Ennis Parkes (Mrs. Jack Hylton) 
running her own band on the conti- 
nent in opposition to Jack. 

It is being suggested to Sir Os- 
wald Stoll to revive ‘White Horse 
Inn’ at the London Coliseum. 

Phoenix theatre forced sale 
biggest bid £74,500, which is £5,500 
| below reserve, and withdrawn. 
Leicester Square theatre now do- 





) ing the best business of all West 

|} End continuous variety houses. 
Douglas Fairbanks at last pre- | 

| vailed upon to go on the air for 


British Broadcasting Company. 
} Paramount's Plaza staging 
presentation, including many local 
| radio names, for ‘Big Broadcast.’ 
‘ Balzar, the continental conjurer at 








with 





big | 


London Pavilion, has one of the best 

stooges around here in some time. 
Lord Rothermere watching °* 

Kiss in Spring,’ at the Alhambra, 


}and no one at the theatre knew it. 


Ida Lupino and Cyril McLaglen in 

John Galsworthy down with a 
chill unable to travel to Stockholm 
United Artists quota picture titled 
‘Speed,’ to be directed by Vorhouse. 
to receive Nobel Prize for Litera- 
ture. 2 

Peter Burnup one of the many 
applicants for Cedric Belfrage’s film 
eritic’s desk at the ‘Sunday Ex- 
press.’ 

Adele 
judging 
Ball at Grosvenor 
charity. 

‘The Rome Express,’ Gaumont 
British best effort to date, opened 
with smash at Tivoli, but failed to 
hold up. 

Lord Lee of Fareham, new vice- 
president of Gaumont British, is 
chairman of the National Radium 
Commission. 

Colleano Family making whoopee 
at the Kit Cat, with Wilson, Kepple 
and Eetty, and Kitchen Pirates as 
their guests. 

Billy and Elsa Newell apologizing 
to Charles Cochran by letter for in- 
ability to keep an appointment prior 
to their sailing. 

Viola Tree replacing Laura Cowie 
in ‘Strange Orchestra’ to enable her 
to appear in Cochran’s production, 
‘Dinner at Eight.’ 

Holt Marvel's and George Pos- 
ford’s new musical, ‘The Gay Hus- 
sar,’ being read by Sir Oswald Stoll 
and Julian Wylie. 

Cochran lining up cast for ‘Mag- 
nolia Street,’ which is likely to goto 
His Majesty’s, replacing ‘The Du- 
barry,’ in February. 

Binnie Barnes and Cyril Maude 
latest added to London Film Cor- 
poration’s ‘Counsel’s Opinion,’ to be 
done by Alan Dwan. 

Archie Parnell figures his chances 
of booking with Gaumont British 
more slender now that his brother 
Val is head of affairs. 

Three Bonos, continentals, one of 
the postponed acts for RKO circuit. 

Condos Brothers again friendly 
with General Theatres. 

Small indie film company here, 
doing picture costing £4,000, held 
up a nearly completed negative 
through lack of £1,000. 

London Pavilion finally doing Sun- 
day film shows, with prices sixpence 
and shilling top, specializing in 
Charlie Chaplin revivals. 

Cc. B. Cochran has acquired the 
dramatic rights of ‘Nymph Errant,’ 
popular novel by James Laver. May 
also stage it in New York. 

Teddy Brown says he will never 
play in another Palladium ‘Crazy 
Month,’ as it is making him thinner, 
and spoiling his personality. 

Lady Eleanor Smith (authoress 
daughter of the late Lord Birken- 
head) succeeds Cedric Belfrage on 
the film page of ‘Sunday Express.’ 

First ‘help yourself’ grocery store 
opened in Westminster Dec. 14 by 
big game-hunting army officer. Will 
result in chain of them, if success- 
ful. 

With London all excited over the 
England - Australia cricket tests, 
Bertram Mills staging one at his 
annual circus—elephants being play- 
ers. 

Wyn Clare and Eric Bransby Wil- 
liams, son of the well-known char- 
acter actor, announce intended mar- 
riage following their ffirst film 
appearance. 

Gaumont British made an offer to 
buy the entire Paramount Astoria 
circuit, consisting of 16 theatres, but 
turned down by Paramount as not 
good enough. 

Fred Astaire likely to be over here 
in summer with ‘Gay Divorce,’ with 
Savoy likely theatre. Will be 
Astaire’s first venture into actor- 
managership. 

George Kaufman predicts his 
‘Dinner at Bight,’ due at the Palace 
shortly, is good for two weeks. 
Cannot imagine having a hit in 
London after six flops. 

Bobby Howes yw: best man at 
wedding of Bobby Rudd, callboy and 
actor at the Saville. The groom res- 
cued a Swiss girl from drowning 
last summer, resulting in matrimony 


Dec. 15. 
Providence 


By A. A. Marcello 


(Lady Cavendish) Astaire 
costumes at the Spanish 
House in aid of 








Ed Reed still ‘chiseling.’ 

Natives keen for hockey. 

Harold Maloney thinking them up 
ast. 

Little theatre groups not so active 
this year. 

Tom Meehan in demand as a pub- 
lic speaker. 


‘Nigger’ pool flourishing despite 
police drive. 

Ed Fay means to make this town 
legit-minded. 

Fred Lovett, former local ex- 
hibitor, is trying his luck across 


the state line in Massachusetts. 
ink vaudeville song 
ding a new 


George Spink, ex 


and dance mar is he 


idence, 


| 


theatre movement in JProv- i nie Cella, 
Gir! 


Riviera 
By Frank Scully 


Camille Whyn in. 


Mrs. Mare Klaw to London, 

J. B. McEvoy forgot his hat. 

Brigitte Helm back to Berlin. 

Hobart Henley lost somewhere, 

Mrs. George Broadhurst has apg 
trouble. 

‘Rackety Rax’ bewildering Nicods 
footballers plenty. 

Brand Witlock, better, using W. 
J. Locke's cld see. 

Mark Hellinger no catch much 


new on Riviera for U. 

U. P. cabling for Jimmy Walkes*s 
exact weight—135 ringside. 

Tod Robbins and young Marion 
Crawford trying tennis in rain. 

‘The Maltese Falcon’ opened hox 
officeless Vaolma Theatre at Ma- 
jorca., 

Ruggiero Ricci, boy violinist, big- 
ger hit than roulette at Monte 
Carlo. 

A. E. Dupont shooting ‘The In- 
visible Man,’ his next, on (gag) em- 
posed negative. 

Iugene (‘Damaged Goods’) Brieux 
died in same house Harry Lachman 
lived in for years in Nice. 

Jeff Dickson opening Sock Exe 
change branch a’ Cannes Xmas Day 
with Marcel Thil featured. 

‘Times’ cutting down cablers from 
£10 to £5, and even £3 a story. 
Used to pay £20 for a front page 
squib. 

Trick of rushing in a legit ver 
sion on picture’s superior publici 
being done with Marcel Pagno 
‘Fanny,’ too. 

Dollar-a-word, thought dead since 
1929, being offered for Walkerian 
confessions with ‘American Mag’ 
topping ‘Post.’ 

Two scribes got by cops in Trot- 
sky blockade, one by passing him- 
self off as Max Schuster and the 
other as a radio contacter. 

Tea Dansant thing taking 25% 
cut with Ruhl, Negresco and Jetee 
Casino all competing for forty-cent 
tea trade and throwing a few vaude 
turns in for a double check. 

Harold Lloyd planned an all com- 
ers Xmas dirner at Cannes, but 
took his flock to London instead, 
where swank hotels room you for 
nothing if you'll eat all meals there. 

Pan Bagnat party with hand or- 
gan music was thrown at Villa 
Variety in honor of James J. 
Walker’s arrival and J. P. McEvoy’s 
departure in the hope, the invita- 
tions gagged it, of retaining the 
best features of each. . 
_ New 1,500-seater in basement of 
Forum, deluxe apartment house on 
the Promenade of Nice, means good 
night to Casino de Paris, picture 
house built two years ago into what 
was to have been the swimming 
pool of the floppo Hotel Imperator 
next door, 

Riviera scribes gloating over 
lousy breaks which have come to 
the ‘Rex’ and ‘Conte de Savoia’ im 
rapid succession, figuring it a 
proper payoff for passing them wp 
on these free trips. Only one gwy 
taken as far as Gibraltar and he 
was not a spot news man, 


Loop 


Dorothy Gardiner Cuba-bound for 
the holidays. 

Dorothy Gulman has Vincent ko 
pez to publicize. 

Phil Davis has completed a play, 
‘Beyond His Striving.’ 

Mort Singer flying to join family 
in L. A. for Christmas. 

Ed Lowry at Chicago with kid 
show, but continuance not settled. 

Charles Bidwell bought 50 tickets 
to help Ray West’s first night as an 
impresario. 

Ben Kahane and Harold Franklin 
merged here to take the Hollywood 
trip together. 

Morris Epstein has resigned as 
sales and advertising mgr. of Chi- 
cago Film lab. 

Herbert Block of the ‘Daily 
News’ moving to Cleveland to join 
NEA staff there. 

‘Forget 1932’ is the selling slogan 
for New Year’s eve whoopee parlors. 

John Josephs holidaying with In- 
dianapolis in-laws. 

‘Bashful Dan’ Saidenberg. first 
cellist at the Symphony, got rave 
notices from the music critics on 
his solo performance. 

Art Kassel with his shoulder 
strapped up from his Jimmy Doo- 
little flying trip took another aero- 
plane jaunt last week. 

All the B&K hour glasses for 
timing long distance telephone calls 
have been taken home to help bo#l 
eges, ’tis kiddingly said. 

Ralph Stitt in Piggott, Ark., to 
frame publicity stunts with Ernest 
Hemingway on ‘Farewell to Arms.’ 
Hemingway living there with m- 
laws writing new novel. 

Horace Sistaire ahead and hack 
of ‘Family Upstairs’ with Emil 
Loew, J. D. King and Rosa Von 
Ahlsdorf also attached to piece that 
brought Garrick back to legit. 











Elizabeth Friedman, owner of 
Elida Dancers, and formerly with 
F&M, now company manager of 
RKO's ‘Look Who's’ Here’ unit 
with Ace Berry ahead. Company 
laid off here week before Christmas. 

Winter Garden Cafe opened under 
Same Hare Christmas eve with 
Frankie Masters orchestra the at- 
traction and Gloria Grafton, Cherie 


Fawn and Jore¢ 
and Marie Peter 


show. 


and Tomasita, 


; 
floor 


iris in 
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Mi - 
ami 
By Ben Prout 

Lots of horses at Hialeah. 

William Fox new arrival at a > 
Miami- Biltmore. | rs 

Ray Teal engaged at the Olympia | sorry they panned © ! Rarrymore 
a te New — eve. ; 1a | in her last stand here Boston 

on Lanning dickering for the ok tat “ic 1) ot 7 e MM. 5 

Silver Slipper, which has been re- | PR pea, ane aolee adnan | By Len Libbey 
built. ee stepping in for hei 

Sparks about to open Roxy and Bernard Lohmuller and Grace Billy Glason, headliner at Keith's, 
make it seven in greater Miami | DuFaye used to play leap-frog at | former newsboy here. 
string. : ‘Sketch Book’ rehearsals. Mrs. Cecil B. De Mille visits her 

Biltmore open brought fiock of Ray Purcella, who runs Actor's cousin, Mrs. Daniel Merriman, in 
golfers to town, some of them re- Colony Inn in Seymour, held for/the Back Bay. 
maining. ; possession of gaming machine. Great turn-out for the annual 

Pier ballroom, only — semi-club Six ‘Movie Circus’ line girls and| performance of “The Messiah” by 
open on beach yet, breaking even or wardrobe mistress on sick list had/the Handel and Haydn Society. : 
a little better, company mgr. on anxious seat. Joseph Pistorio and his radio 

West Flagler pup track gets off to After arranging that Xmas Sun-| band, and stars from Met stage aid- 
good start, eases off. Racing crowd | gay exploitation stunt, a certain|/e@d North End mothers in a com- 
not In town yet. troupe is calling Al Smith ‘Simon | munity tree for 300 children. 


Barney Whitney says he’s going 
to club it at Moulin Rouge. No 
cash in sight yet. 

Flagler street’s crowded, but most 
of them go past all store windows 
except 5 and 10's. 

Joe Moss said to be dickering for 
Club Lido. Palm Island place is 
under debt padlock right now. 

Tom Williams breaking even at 
Bagdad with pretty good stand-by 
show, Chester Alexander M. Cing. 

Bing Crosby sunning himself at 
the beach and being interviewed 
about new ‘They Satisfy’ radio con- 
tract. 

Wometco about to open Mayfair 
as preview house for Universal, Co- 
lumbia, Fox and a few selected im- 
ports. 

Floridian lessee talks of opening 
regular supper club, but it’s rumored 
Bouche’s at Miami Beach will re- 
main dark. 

Rumored Columbus hotel will 
open roof club, old Spanish Gardens 
at Alcazar remaining dark under 
du Pont orders. 

Paramount’s vaude program cut 
to first four days of week. Sparks 
has got to pack ace Olympia over 
week-end or take it. 

Ben Cutler, opening attraction 
along with Audrey and Severin at 
the Miami-Biltmore, is due to hunt 
another job, but he can get it. 

There's a terrible dearth of chor- 
ines in town. Producers won't pay 
to import ’em; girls won’t take a 
chance on being dumped, penniless, 
after the season. ~ 

Henry Santrey in town, booked 
with band at Olympia for Christ- 
mas week. Hopes to move into 
Henry L. Doherty's Miami-Biltmore 
after week’s booking in Palm Beach. 

Wells, Winthrop & Stanley, via 
Wells & Winthrop’s dance studio 
will produce for McKay. Etta Reed’s 
hired, also Dave Harman as m.c., 
and Joe Reichman’s band out of St. 
Louis. 

Joe O'Connell trying to make a 
go of downtown taxi-dance palace, 
with floor show to Rose Allen’s or- 
chestra. He's occupying old City 
club building, which is a natural for 
downtown club. 

Night clubs springing up all over 
town. If they all open, it'll be too 
bad. Best prospects at Hugh Mc- 
Kay’s Frolics cafe. Place made 
over, with removable partitions all 
around huge floor, providing private 
dining nooks for those who want 

em. 





New Haven 


By Harold M. Bone 





Local hockey almost did a foldup. 

And still no letter from Harvey 
Cocks. 

Sal Spinelli out of hosp. and back 
on job. 

Town going nerts over Hi-Ho 
puzzles. 

Karl Dalquist now on 
city desk. 

‘Sonny Boy’ Amato doing a fill-in 
in Par band. 

Local brewery stock being dump- 
ed on the market. 

New Year's Eve reservations slow 
even at cut prices. 

Red Early ribbed because he had 
to go to ‘rehearsal.’ 

Mother of Eddie Brennan, Par 
band, died recently. 

Richthofen’ was a holdover at Art 
Cinema, foreign films. 

Some of his admirin ublic ga 
Eddie Weaver a bilifola. eats 

Harry Arthur hosted Bill Bennett 
for a home-cooked meal. 

That notice to Par band breaks 
up 2 swell musical outfit. 

A frigid stage had Monte Blue do- 
ing a turn with an o’coat on. 

Anna Partlett handiest all-around 
‘man’ in ‘Movie Circus’ troupe. 

When he was five years old, Mac 
McKerness wore a brown derby. 

Artie Ehehalt proudly displaying 
the Xmas card from Rudy Vallee. 

Bronchitis has Harry Berman 
hoarse as a fish-peddler on Friday 
night. 

They're searching the town for a 
mate to that lid George Cruzon 
wears. 

Mary Murphy sues Fox-New Eng- 
land Theatres for $25,000 for fall in 
Fox- Poli. 

Walter Lioyd, Fen Cohen, Chris 
Joyce and Sal Amato on and off 
Par sick list. 

After years on ‘Courier’ night 
desk, Tom King can’t sleep now that 
he has a day job. : 

Maybe some local crities are now 


‘Courier’ 


Legree. 





Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 


Charlie Melson’s Xmas card this 
year post-marked from Seattle. 

Nat Nazarro, Jr., m.c.’ing at Show 
Boat again, coming here from Chi- 
cago. 

Nixon gets the Lunts and Noel 
Coward in ‘Design for Living’ on 
Jan. 9, 

Ruth Millstone Atlas, former radlo 
stylist here, granted a divorce last 
week from Noah Atlas. 

Earl Roeser, former manager of 
Cameraphone, going to Kansas City 
to take a sales position. 

Lovey Sisters latest additions to 
floor show at Chatterbox, with Clif- 
ford and Wayne staying on. 

Harry Kalmine, Frank Damis and 
Spitzer Kohen have a double apart- 
ment together at the Coronoda. 

Joe Bernhardt and I. Hoffman, of 
WB theatre dept., in town for a few 
days to look over local situation, 

Dick Leibert made a flying trip to 
town to see the new arrival of his 
close friends, the Bing Packards. 

George Young, manager of Alvin 
last year, guiding Chestnut Street 
opera house in Philly this season. 

Mannie Greenwald, who used to 
do movie reviews on the ‘Press,’ now 
helping out Bill Lewis on the ‘Sun- 
Tele.’ 

Tommy Smith, RKO auditor from 
Washington, passed away here last 
week of pneumonia in Southside 
hospital. 

Mrs. Harry Kalmine paid her first 
visit to Pittsburgh over the week- 
end to spend the holidays with her 
husband. 

Madelyn Ward, now Mrs. Jimmy 
Thompson, mother of a baby boy. 
She used to be Enright’s and Stan- 
ley’s prima. 

Margaret Anglin in town rehears- 
ing for her guest-starring engage- 
ment at Pitt next week in ‘First 
Mrs, Fraser.’ 

Karl Krug, former drama editor 
of ‘Press,’ now doing a weekly the- 
atre column for giveaway ‘Pitts- 
burgh Shopper.’ 

Dutch Hendrian, old Pitt grid 
star, has turned up recently in two 
pictures—That’s My Boy’ and ‘Most 
Dangerous Game.’ 

Alice Ann Baker, last in Broad- 
way revival of ‘Cradle Snatchers,’ 
back with George Sharp stock as 
character woman, 

Catherine Variety Sheridan's 
Xmas fund swelled by cash dona- 
tions from Ed Lowry, Harry Rich- 
man and Charlie Mack. 

Sam Flint and Ella Ethridge, Mr. 
and Mrs. in private life, leaving 
George Sharp stock to join a new 
rep company in St. Louis. 

George Tyson and Sol Hankin are 
starting a Variety Club branch in 
Milwaukee, while Eddie Fontaine 
and Frank Drew are doing the same 
thing in Cleveland. 

Helen Hoerle recalling how, 
through Chamberlain Brown, she got 
Ronnie Colman his first stage job 
in this country. Piece was ‘The 
Night Cap’ at $125 weekly. 


Oklahoma City 


By George Noble 








Clarence Mills says he fears when 
his ‘ship comes in’ it will be re- 
ceivership. 

Sign seen on a city theatre: 
‘Closed temporarily to get rid of 
rats and mice.’ 

Howard Savage knows the name 
of every regular patron of the Cap- 
itol theatre, and can call ’em by 
their first names. 

Senator W. C. Fidler is a big help. 
When any one out of a job ap- 
proaches him he refers the appli- 
cant to the city hall. 

Because his family doesn’t ap- 
prove of such frivolous pastimes, 
one of the city’s best checker play- 
ers enters every tournament under 
an assumed name, 

This week’s blessed event prize 
goes to a family Dr. Walter Miles 
knows, which has been on charity 
for eight years, during which time 
it has had seven visits of the stork. 

Tommy Adams, small son of the 
Community Fund Director, hooked 
a speckled trout almost as large as 
he is in his first fly fishing venture 





recently, and now is a confirmed 
angler, 


Jack Goodman, pianist for Paula 
Stone, revealed as hero in secret 
wedding year ago, bride being for- 
mer Laura Williamson of Atlanta. 

Theatre men attended funeral of 
Bernard P. Scanlan, secretary of 
Police Commissioner E, C. Hultman 
ar” one of their best contacts with 
the police department. 

Mickie Alpert emceeing it in his 
new home, The Ten o’Clock Club, 
in the Back Bay. Innovation is 
“every night is Theatrical Night.” 
Other clubs specify one nite each 
week. 

Rupert Ripley, former newspaper- 
1 an, exploitation chief, and latterly 
“Ole Bill Whipple” on the air from 
WBZ-WBZA, recuperating at his 
home in Chelmsford following a 
serious illness. 

Dorothy Gordon, singer, must be 
a born showman; for when Rialto 
seats were empty, she packed Jor- 
dan Hall with young folks and their 
parents, and entertained them with 
folk songs in costume. 

Legit openings of the week are 
“Land of Smiles,” at the Shubert; 
Cornelia Otis Skinner, Wilbur; and 
“The Last Judgment,” Hollis. Chief 
film event was premiere of ‘The 
Sign of the Cross’ (24th) at Majes- 
tic. 

Nick Young, paging files of his 
Boston Evening American back 20 
years ago, finds that there were 
then running nine first-class legit 
productions in town, including 
Gaby Deslys, with Al Jolson; George 
Arliss in ‘Disraeli,’ Eddie Foy, John 
Mason, Nora Bayes and Jack Nor- 
worth, and Richard Carle and Hat- 
tie Williams, among the stars. 


- Minneapolis 


By Les Rees 








State getting ready for Fanchon- 
Marco units. 

RKO Orpheum this week starts 
Friday changes instead of Satur- 
days. 

Morgan Ames, RKO division man- 
ager, a pre-Christmas business 
visitor. 

Red Nichols’ ‘Pennies’ held over 
at Hotel Lowry ‘Peacock Room’ 
night club. 

Eddie Kueppers, State press agent, 
still taking mud cure at Shakopee 
for stubborn case of arthritis. 

Frank Steffes, optimistic State 
theatre manager and perpetual bull, 
back on job after flu attack. 

Shoppers’ News, a weekly, alone 
publishes somplete radio programs 
of two leading Twin City stations. 

Larry Funk’s orchestra following 
Red Nichols’ ‘Pennies’ into the Ho- 
tel Lowry Peacock room New Years 
week. 

Hinda Wausau, stripper de luxe, 
proved card again as guest star 
with Gayety stock burlesque com- 


pany. 

RKO's Christmas gifts to local 
theatregoers, Will Mahoney and 
Leon Errol, comedy luminaries, on 
successive weeks. 

Orpheum trying something new 
this week with ‘Orphan Annie’ fea- 
ture picture matinees and ‘Half 
Naked Truth’ at nights. 

University of Minnesota-Pitts- 
burg basketball game drew 6,500 
paid admissions, a record for a pre- 
season exhibition match. 

Eddie Lewis, town's ace maga- 
zine distributor, selling out his in- 
terests to partner and returning to 
New York to enter movie field. 

World theatre, foreign film house, 
boasted in ads last week that it had 
only 5-A, ‘Journal’ top rating, pic- 
ture in town, ‘Luise, Queen of Prus- 
sia.’ 

‘Buzz’ Bainbridge’s two young- 
sters played leads in his stock 
company’s Christmas production of 
‘Magic Mill,’ children’s play, at 
Shubert. 

Old silent ‘Mickey Mouse’ cartoon 
comedy run between acts at all per- 
formances of ‘Sally’ during Shubert 
theatre road-show engagement in 
order to comply with royalty con- 
tract. 

Century theatre ads for ‘Handle 
With Care’ call attention to pres- 
ence in cast of Victor Jory, leading 
man for the Bainbridge stock com- 
pany here for several seasons and 
local favorite. 

Cliff Russ of St. Paul Orpheum, 
closed during pre-Christmas period, 
took place of Lou Golden, sent back 
to Omaha after filling in for M. C. 
Park, recuperating from operation, 
at local Orpheum, 

Eugene Goosens of Cincinnati 
Symphony orchestra, guest conduc- 
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director, 


regular 


|sxene Ormandy, 


|makes guest appearances’ with 
Philadelphia Symphony orchestra. 
Mildred Billert, a dancer in 
‘Ziegfeld Follies’ once and now 
|} operating a dancing school here, 
|appeared with Bainbridge dramatic 
stock in ‘Magic Mill’ after taking 
| Mary Eaton's place in ‘Sally’ for 


four performances. 

Grace Troy, erstwhile leading 
lady, and Arthur Faust, former 
heavy man, of Bainbridge dramatic 
stock company at Shubert, clerk- 
ing in Loop department stores tem- 
porarily, while Bernard Suss, last 
season's stage director, is selling 
medical books to doctors days and 
teaching acting at dramatic school 


nights, 
Denver 


New theatre rumored for Casper, 
Wyo. 

Harry Marcus spent Christmas in 
Salt Lake. 

Chas. Kreiling 
Comet theatre. 

Thos. Melton, Victory owner, plan- 
ning Florida trip. 

Ed Schulte of Casper, Wyo., 
spending holidays in Denver. 

‘Another Language,’ legit, booked 
for Broadway week of Jan. 2. 

Earl Kaye has gone to Memphis 
to direct orchestra in RKO house. 

H. T. Nolan leaves on annual win- 
ter vacation at his Brownsville, Tex., 
home. 

Cc. W. Dickson, Edu. salesman, was 
snowbound at Riverton, Wyo., dur- 
ing last blizzard. 

R. V. Anderson, of the sales dept. 
of Uni newsreel, here few days. 
Headed for N. Y. 

Wayne Blankenship, western 
booker for Uni, looked things over 
at the local exchange. 

When holding up barbecue stand, 
bandits grab two slot machines in- 
stead of cash register. 

Harry Marcus, formerly owner 
20th Century Film Co., Philadelphia, 
managing local Allied exchange. 

News to Eddie Cantor: Fred 
Speers in signed story in ‘Post’ said 
Cantor would be with ‘Whoopee’ 
when it plays the Broadway Dec. 
29-Jan. 1. 

Indoor circus at muny auditorium 
Jan. 24-Feb. 2 by El Jebel Temple 
Shriners. Acts to be assembled in 
Chicago, Street parade if weather 
is not ‘unusual.’ 

First double feature in first-run 
house here got ‘Post’ headwriters 
twisted, and this head appeared 
over advance Denham story: ‘Two 
Double Features Will Be Presented 
at Denham.’ 

The following exhibs were arrang- 
ing dates on film row the past week: 
Mayor Everett Cole of Alamosa, 
Colo.; Sam Cain, Pueblo, Colo.; 
Harry McDonald, Torrington, Wyo.; 
Marie Goodhand, Kimball, Neb., and 
Harold Rice, Laramie, Wyo. 


Duluth 


By James Watts 





has leased the 








Bandits raid Salvation Army ket- 
tle. Get $5. 

Worst “flu” epidemic since 1918 
hits this territory. 

‘Market Hours,’ first production of 
new Little Theatre at Cloquet, Minn. 

‘Ben-Hur’ shown to 2,500 kiddies 
as free Christmas show at Doric 
theatre. 

Padlock clamped down on Red- 
men’s home in Superior, Wis., after 
tilt with Feds. 

‘Uncle Tom's Cabin’ still has 
drawing power. Presented as ben- 
efit to aid needy children here. 

Installing ‘the shining mahogany’ 
at the Ritz in Superior brought 
Sam Luyre a $250 fine and jail 
term. 

Golfers would settle delinquent golf 
dues with ‘reservations.’ Clubs want 
cash as they desperately try to settle 
budgets. 

John T. Murphy, publisher of The 
Superior (Wis.) Telegram for forty 
years, and former operator of The 
News Tribune here, “ad after three 
years’ illness. 

Emil Nygard, only Communist 
mayor in U. S., himself out of work 
for two years, opens ten-point pro- 
gram to aid jobless of his own 
town, Crosby, Minn. 

Unmined ores in Northern Minne- 
sota given valuation of $225,219,048 
in report of Minnesota State Tax 
commission, showing falling off of 
only $426,050 during last year. 

Al Anson, district manager for 
Publix; Col. Wm. F. Henry, general 
manager of The Herald and News 
Tribune, and George Irwin, Lyceum 
manager, hosts to big Yule party for 
orphans and other kiddies at Lyceum, 
featuring ‘Young American.’ 

Phil Terk, old promoter of the 
National A. C., is back as new pro- 
moter after ironing out differences 
with the Minnesota Athletic com- 
mission. Secured reduced fees for 
small shows: $25 for shows grossing 
$1,000 or less; $50 for shows gross- 
ing from $1,000 to $2,500; also elim- 
ination of $5,000 bond required for 
payment of fighters because of ex- 





cessive underwriters’ fees, 


———— <a 


Cleveland 


By Glenn C. Pullen 





Jack Mulhall blew back to Hk 








wood for Christmas with haa 
Al Evans, former m. c., now in 
Rudy Vallee’s band pounding @ 
piano. 
San Manheim in New York, sill 


trying to get his winter stock at 
Ohio started. 

Lee Slevin getting a taste of nighte 
club ownership with newly opened 
Padlock club. 

Herbie Miller fighting with gena. 
armes over padlocking of his Cotton 
club as a ‘nuisance.’ 

Gus Edwards visited here by Mrs, 
August Appel, mother of Lila Lee, 
one of his discoveries. 

June lLavore, Columbus girl, 
signed by Gus Edwards when she 
pinch-hitted for sick dancer. 

Billie Bailus, old burlesqueen, 
coming out of retirement for Pat 
White’s new burley venture at old 
Met. 

Ronnie Erin, actress, off to join 
traveling film revival of ‘Peter Pan’ 
(silent) in Toledo as character lece 
turer. 

With their lease expired, landlord 
kicked Loew officials out of Allen, 
so they moved headquarters over to 
State, 

Louis Rich, bandmaster, had hig 
pocket picked of $500. Does any 
bandman really carry that much 
dough? 

‘Show Boat’ cast spent two-weeks’ 
lay-off in town, rehearsing new 
principals prior to Hanna opening 
this week. 

Rae Samuels all set to adopt baby 
girl here for her young son as a 
playmate, but killed a good story by 
postponing it. 

Mildred Shephard, localite, picked 
up here by Edgar Bergen as new 
assistant in ventriloquist act, open- 
ing in New York. 

Bert Frohman now confesses he 
fought in Cleveland prize rings as 
featherweight 10 years ago under 
name of Johnny Branigan. 

Manus McCaffery re-elected busi- 
ness manager of stage hands’ union, 
with Eugene Cashman and James E, 
McCaffery also as prez and sec. 

RKO Palace and Loew’s State pit 
bands being cut down to 12 men, 
Four weeks’ notice given to Maurice 
Spitalny’'s, covering its shift to RKO 
Hipp. 

What local drama crick got in 
dutch by passing up a charity show 
without a review, with city ed send- 
ing his photographer and two re- 
porters over to fi: it up? 

Phil Selznick, night-club and 
dance-hall impresario, has branched 
out further by opening a black-and- 
tan theatre with his Club Madrid 
talent doubling every night. 

Helen Morgan went into ritzy 
Mounds club for week during ‘Show 
Boat’ lay-off, but did her face get 
red when cops raided spot, claiming 
a guy was hooked out of 40 grand in 
gambling! 

Following Rudy Vallee at Carter 
hotel and opening on a Monday, 
Fred Waring’s Pennsylvanians drew 


less than 60 customers in on first 
three 


night, though booked for 
weeks. Poor publicity methods 
blamed. 


‘Great Scott,’ novel by Horace 
Wade, local writer, has been dramae 
tized by Roger Wheeler with prose 
pects of a Broadway opening later 
this winter. Wade’s now in New 
Orleans as p.a. for Jefferson Park 


race tracks. 
Hartford 


By M. H. Hammer 








Bill Flannagan in as Regal acting 
manager. 

Excuse it, please—George Capwell 
is the name. 

Bill Mallo now executive advere- 
tising director of WDRC. 

Bill Stevenson to manage bure- 
lesque at Parson's theatre. 

After ‘Prosperity’ at the Embassy 
for one week theatre closes down. 

‘Variety’ Mugg surprised when 
invited to local theatrical confer- 
ence. 

WTIC, Hartford, boasts of two 
copies of ‘Variety’ in its office 
weekly. 

Presentations coming to the Allyn 
theatre previously playing double 
features, 

Rumored Arthur-Palace will get 
stock shows with Benson in charge 
of theatre. 

Seven day vaudeville in at State 
theatre, playing flesh only three 
days previously. 

Barney Grogan doing duty as 
manager of Central, an elevation 
from former position. 

Collin Driggs gets up with the 
milk man to play at WTIC and 
doubling in at the Allyn. 

Allyn theatre takes a shot at 
Radio advertising when picture is 
booked in on quick notice. 

Both the Hartford ‘Courant’ and 
Hartford ‘Times’ feel the depres- 
sion with huge losses in advertis- 
ing lineage. 

Phylis Chevelair going over in & 
big way on WDRC. Her audience 
taking her for a relation of the mov- 
ing picture star. 

Walter Brown, Hartford ‘Courant’ 
dramatic critic, ill and Walter 





Hampden writes his daily column 
while playing this city. 
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By Ray Budwin 

New movie opened at Davenport 
by Mr. and Mrs. Wayne Talkington, 
eperators of the other Davenport 
pic theatres. 

Vic. Meyers, sax-playing governor 
elect, in town to toot his horn and 
direct band for a series of public 
appearances. 

Inland Empire ski tournament 
with a northwest championship at 
gtake to be staged here Jan. 15 
weather permitting. 

Lew Hurtig, formerly head of 
Liberty Lake Amusement Park, has 
filed intention as candidate for city 
commissioner. Election in March. 

Ray Flaherty, N. Y. Giants, and 
Ed Brandt, southpaw pitching ace 
for the Boston Braves, have re- 
turned to their homes here for the 
winter. 

All animals in Manito Park zoo 
will be turned loose or given away 
by Jan. 1, John Duncan, city supt. 
of parks, has announced. Buffalo 
herd will be last to go. 

Drug stores have received pre- 
scription liquors for first time in 15 
years. Patients expect medicinal 
whisky for Xmas. Doctor permits 
due to arrive any day. 

‘Another Language,’ ‘Of Thee I 
Sing’ and ‘Rhapsody in Black’ have 
been pencilled in as road-show at- 
tractions at the Fox for January and 
early spring showings. 

Local post of the Legion is taking 
anything in as trade for money in 
campaign for new members. Cow 
offered and accepted this week in 
return for a life membership. 

Fox, Orpheum and State (F-WC) 
are offering two-bit Xmas cards as 
gift purchases. Cards will be re- 
deemed for admission until Feb. at 
all \West Coast theatres in district. 

Charles Potestio, theatre  bill- 
poster, was freed of a double mur- 
der charge growing out of the shoot- 
ing of two men on the downtown 
gstrects Labor Day. Claim was self- 
defense. 

Will Maylon and his stock com- 
pany at the Maylon have folded 
after a season of 18 weeks. Weather 
and pre-Xmas turned biz bad. May- 
lon planning for a series of holiday 
bills, with possibility of spring stock 


season. 
Omaha 


By Archie J. Caley 








Beatrice, Neb., votes down Sun- 
day movies. 

‘Dinty Moore’s Cellar’ new night 
elub attempt. 

Don Hughes managing new “Gay- 
fair’ ballroom downtown. 

John Henry succeeds Don Searle 
as studio director, KOIL. 

Two weeks’ notice at Paramount 
hasn't meant anything yet. 

“Virgins of Bali’ scheduled for 
three days at State, stays week. 

Orpheum reopens Christmas day 
with films, returning to vaude end 


ef week. 
Crooner Lee Bennett leaves 
KFAB to free-lance; replaced by 


Bernard Fenner, ex-KOIL. 

New Year’s eve tariffs per plate, 
Fontenelle and Paxton hotels, $4; 
Paul Spor’s Club Araby, $2.50. 

Top for ‘Of Thee I Sing’ is $3.85 
and the natives can’t remember 
when tickets brought that before. 

Rudolph Ganz donates services 
benefit symphony concert; some 
talk of hiring him for Omaha post. 

Harry Lauder and ‘Vanities’ both 


booked in Brandeis January 14; 
‘Vanities’ also the 13th; what to 
do? 


k. W. Hammons and Jack Skir- 
ball, Educational hot-shots, talk 
business with Jake Shlank of their 
exchange here. 


By Rudy Donat 





Bagdad reopens again. 

Charlie Meredith married. 

Earl Carroll’s ‘Vanities’ for Jan. 

John Rosenfield sporting a derby. 

Muny auditorium cancels ‘Electra’ 
date. 

Mary Brian’s old home turned into 


speak. 

Universal branch moves to new 
layout. 

Curt Beck likes to count ’em com- 
ing out. 


Bess Fairtrace looking for an 
alarm clock. 

Mildred Harris’ proposed date at 
Bi Tivoli off. 

After year’s work Sig Badt finish- 
ing his play. 

Bill Elliott getting arty with reg 
painter’s easel. 

Paul Ashley, vet conductor, goes 
into battery biz. 

Hippodrome, landmark of better 
days, remonickering to Joy. 

Saxophonist who composed ‘Weed 
Blossom’ toots for $11 wetk. 

Coon-Sanders and Trumbauer 
bands holiday attractions for Baker. 

Music clubs got into huddle (first 


time) to produce a home-town 
opery. 
Not taking chances, one night | goes: 


spot rushes order to St. Louis brew- 
ery for 50 cases, pending. 

Bill Augustin rounded up most of 
the town’s scribblers for repeat of 
‘Front Page’ at Showhouse, proceeds 
to community che t. 





| 


| 





Baltimore 


Helen Connelly keeps all the Altfed 
secrets. 

Ned Alvord is beginning to ruin 
what was a nice quiet town. 

Lily Pons due next week for her 
first solo concert in this town, 

They’ve got Lou Schrader, Hip 
orchestra director, in soup and fish. 

Rudolph Mayer has ditched Balti- 
more, following the investigation of 
his stock-selling idea. 

Being a film salesman, Harry 
Kahn wins at bridge by making 
his opponents over-bid. 

Fred Schanberger remains faith- 
ful to legit, even if it means going 
into an erstwhile rival house. 

Frederick Huber giving out state- 
ments about the cut in budget ap- 
propriations for municipal music. 

Ned Alvord disappointing the 
burg, appearing in an ordinary 
bobbed coat, just like everybody else. 

Catherine White will never finish 
that book if those customers won't 
quit phoning to find out when the 
next stage show starts. 

Marley Cannon looking forward 
to the nearby week when he hops 
to New York to take a peek at what 
Radio City has to offer. 


lw 


Fred Niblo, Jr., off Par writing 
staff. 

Roland Young fully recovered 
from neuritis. 

Wynne Gibson’s maw and paw are 
here to make their home. 

Christmas cards of the stars this 
year as elaborate as ever. 

A director of the new Balkan Gold 
Mining Co. is named Bozo Angelich. 

Malibu Beach homes reopening 
for a flock of New Year's Eve cele- 
brations. 

Ethel Smallwood, former Radio 
wardrobe head, back in town after 
a year in Europe. 

Joe Cates and Bert Hanlon got 
the short end trying to out-gag 
William Collier, Sr., at Fox. 

George Jessel lunched at Para- 
mount last week with Kalmer and 
Ruby and the latter split the check 
—three ways. 

Richy Craig, Jr., has been doing 
the social routine on his first week 
here. His Paramount contract 
doesn’t start until 10 days after his 
arrival. 














Rochester 


By Don Record 





Fay B. Mareness manager of the 
Hotel Syracuse. 

‘Sign of the Cross’ roadshows at 
the Regent Jan. 8. 

Carl and Ruth York operating 
vaude agency here. 

Mae Miller leaves post of man- 
ager’s secretary at the Palace. 


Besides managing the Riviera 
theatre, Edward C. May plays the 
organ. 


George M. Cohan comes to the 
Lyceum in ‘Pigeons and People’ 
Jan. 5. 

Curt Parker, WHAM humorist, Is 
proud of a watch he made entirely 
by hand. 

Bill Thompson takes over Palace, 
nabe, and keeps it closed to protect 
his Cameo. 

Manager Irving Solomon of the 
Century played host to orphans at 
two matinees, 

Arthur M. Worden of Cortland 
buys Palace theatre, Wolcott, from 
Harold C. Whitford. 

Florence Jensen, chorine in sev- 
eral Broadway musicals, has prin- 
cipal role in ‘Babes of Toyland.’ 

Police Reporter Sam Wolin of the 
Journal played the ghost in ‘Christ- 
mas Carol,’ produced by the Com- 
munity Players. 

J. Macy Willets, Jr., scion of 
wealthy New York family who mar- 
ried a Rochester girl, is running a 
tropical fish store here. 

Jay Golden, manager of the RKO 
Palace, is having plenty of trouble 
with a broken arm. Back in the 
hospital after it was thought to be 
oke. 

Countess Donna Margaret Riccio, 
daughter of Mrs. Jennie S. Wolf, 
owner of the Lyceum theatre, is 
chief beneficiary in her mother’s 
will. Home is now in Paris. 


Portland, Ore. 


Harry Grannit, local radio scrib- 
bler, is Doe Rockwell’s 
author. 

Laura McCormick of KEX made a 
list of her ten best pictures. 
Mickey Mouse, 





hands in type gorgeously. When 
‘Variety's’ wrong, boy, ain't that 
news! 

The old Liberty house went back 
to its name of years ago and now 
first run. Oldest inhabitants re- 
member when that spot was Jensen 
& Von Herberg’s crack house in 
the dorp, and all the customers 
wore collars. 

Fred White, leading local picture 
critic, makes his own list of the 
year’s best pictures. List includes: 
‘Bird of Paradise,’ ‘The Champ,’ 
‘Jekyll and Hyde,’ ‘Emma,’ ‘Grand 
Hotel,’ ‘Hell Divers,’ ‘Love Me To- 
night,’ ‘Movie Crazy,’ ‘Shanghai Ex- 
press,’ ‘Smilin’ Through.’ 


Birmingham 


By Bob Brown 








Ernest Hutcheson in concert. 

WKBC has a peach of a new 
studio. 

P. A. Blankenship back at the 
Capitol. 

Bert Gilbert, if you please, is back 
at the Royal. 

Jefferson dark again after six 
weeks of stock. 

Lex Strickland out at Bmpire and 
John Douglas in. 

Leroy Sims may take over ‘This 
Week in Birmingham.’ 

Charles Kramer has opened stock 
company at Grand, Montgomery. 

Penny scales have been installed 
in Ritz in lobby and on mezzanine 
floor. 

Pearl McKinney and Eunice Fos- 
ter rehearsing for something or 
other. 

Rollin K. Stonebrook’s mother is 
ill in Iowa, and he has rushed to her 
bedside. 

Lasses White is staging another 
one of those Legion minstrels at 
Nashville, 

Alabama, in conjunction with fur- 
niture company, is giving away a 
new Chevrolet. 

Only one manager has had the flu, 
scared when they come back they 
won’t have a job. 

Every house in town swallowed 
the chin with poor business during 
the freeze, worst in 12 years. 

Strand at last getting that new 
screen they’ve been needing so long. 
House being redecorated, too. 

Frank King bounced into the office 
the other day with an overcoat large 
enough to go over Niagara Falls in. 

Several houses had a tough time 
getting films through from Atlanta 
for openings last week, due to floods. 

Now comes Thomas Jefferson 
with a ‘newly decorated modernistic 
ballroom.’ Competition keen between 
Tutwiler and T. J. 

Mose Siegler, Birmingham boy in 
Gotham, seems to have a hit in the 
song, ‘Here It Is Monday and I’ve 
Still Got a Dollar.’ Mose, by the 
way, is the only person to make a 
go of a first-class nite club here, 


Des Moines 


By R. W. Moorhead 








Vergne Ford out at P-P. 

Max Friedman atid vacationing. 

Christian Couriers using Princess 
theatre Sun. 

Harry Hiiersteiner still having 
union troubles at. the Family. 

‘Another Language’ at Princess 
two days a swell show, but the $2.50 
top too steep. 

Earl Hammons tendered a ban- 
quet by Educational last week. 
Guest of Thos. H. Burke. 

Betty Ann Eagler to Paris on Le- 
viathan for Rex theatre opening 
Christmas week. To be im Paris a 
year. 

Repeal of five-day wedding notice 
law to be rushed through next leg- 
islature. Takes revenue from bor- 
der counties. 

Bartering posts being established 
in state to handle anything of value. 

Al. Morey m. c.’d big Christmas 
charity show at Princess. 


Seattle 


By Dave Trepp 








M. Hill here with Colbounre & 
Barry Players. 

Egyptian in U district cuts ad- 
mish to two bits. 

Yakima joins Tacoma and Seattle 
in wiping out ‘dry’ ordinances. 

The Christmas ‘Argus’ is a honey. 





It | 
Par’s news | mer., 


|Pixes of Washington scenery sweet- 


en its pages. 
Kathryn McFarland over from Ta- 


jeoma to cashier for Roy Fehner’s 


Monday night wrestling shows. 
Sunday dancing comes back in 
Seattle as blue law is kicked out by 


favorite | city council, over ministerial pro- 
tests. 
| 


Jules Levy, Radio pictures sales 
megr., and Harry Cohen, western div. 
here last week visiting Ed 


reel, and eight trailers telling about | Lamb. 


the next show. 
Harold Hunt, picture critic of lo- 


Keighley-Roscoe report bookings 
for American Can convention at 


cal sheet, puts ‘Variety’ on the pan. | Portland, Jan. 6: Gitani Bayne, Lit- 


Hunt found a boner that ‘Variety’s’ 


‘tle, Youse and Howe, Siri Engman, 


ilocal mugg wrote, so he clapped’ Pauline Arthur and Sunkist Revue. 


Buffalo 


By Sidney Burton 





Samuel Bampton, father of Rose 
Bampton, new Metropolitan Opera 
find, bidding on downtown automo- 
bile parking concessions. 

Century showing downtown gec- 
ond runs, with Hipp new policy, first 
announced as two features weekly, 
now changed to full week first run. 

Bernard Pinzel re-elected presi- 
dent of M.P.O.U., Local 233. Other 
officers are M. J. Ostrowski, v.-p.; 
Alfred F. Ride, p.a.; Alex. E. Cohen, 
sec., and Frank Davidson, treas. 

Niagara Frontier Theatre Guild, 
new local theatre society, out with 
announcements of acquisition of 
clubrooms and new aim—‘creating 
and fostering discriminating appre- 
ciation for the best in drama.’ 


Lincale 


By Barney Oldfield 








Still carrying on state-wide art 
mag cleanups. 

E. 8. Hawes writes lefthanded 
and upside down. 

Big show (State Legislature) 
scheduled to begin soon. 

Rumors of more ducat scissoring 
after the first of the year. 

Lincoln Symphony waded thru 
second concert with Jeanette Vree- 
land, guest soprano. 

Lyle de Moss says his singing 
four should be billed as a tumbling 
act, they fall down so much. 

State Fair to ask legislature for 
$160,000 to throw in the maw of 
previous two years’ $140,000 deficit 
and extras. 


HONEYMOON 


(Continued from page 45) 


seemed to miss after a promising 
start. 

Play is set in Paris, as was ‘The 
Left Bank’ which made a run of it 
at the Little last season with the 
same Katherine Alexander who 
again enacts an expatriate. ‘Honey- 
moon’ is quite as literate and has a 
fair amount of fun. It could stand 
more laughs and a bit too dependent 
on sex, 

It was a surprise to see Thomas 
Mitchell in the cast. He staged the 
piece and apparently stepped in a 
spot that was not satisfactorily 
filled. Mitchell is Robert Taylor, a 
strolling ex-husband. He had split 
from Leslie after one year and fol- 
lowing exploits with other femmes. 
Once hé went hunting quail and 
came back with a woman. 

He has just returned from a long 
cruise on a friend’s yacht and 
dropped in to ask Leslie to re-marry 
him, but she won’t think of it until 
the curtain. In the interim, she 
steps off the Plymouth Rock that 
she’d been sitting on right in Paris. 
Up to then she was as prim and 
sedate as ever, despite her rep with 
people back home and even after a 
one-night affair with a freshly mar- 
ried chap from the States, she 
realizes she loves the dilettante ex- 
hubby. 

Story has much to do with the 
newlyweds Joan and Sam Chapman, 
just arrived in Paris for their honey- 
moon and coming in fighting. Crux 
of the quarrel is that Sam is jealous 
of Joan. On the surface they acrap 
over the pronunciation of ‘Plethora’ 
a highbrow play which he wrote 
and which the English Stage Society 
is to present. Joan refuses to be 
rushed off to London and flies to 
Nice, where a former admirer has 
a motion picture studio. 

Sam rushes back from London all 
bothered and argumentative. He 
even has thought of suicide and 
shows a gun. Leslie admits she too 
has been unhappy and somehow 
they decide to celebrate, returning 
to her boudoir after hitting the high 
spots. The incident worries the 
groom but it gives him a clearer 
understanding of what it is all 
about. Same reaction happens to 
Leslie. The affair, the authors con- 
tend, did not change the principals 
it merely broadened them. Joan re- 
turns by plane and after another 
wordy quarrel the honeymooners 
are on their way, as Leslie sends 
word to Bob she will dine with him. 

Miss Alexander is slimmer than 
ever. She is a rather tremulous 
divorcee. Miss Alexander’s per- 
formance is always pleasant, as is 
her personality. 

Mitchell’s best work comes in the 
third act when he comments about 
people who talk Swedish. He isn’t 
on much and the play would be bet- 
ter for more of him. Ross Alex- 
ander gives an excellent account of 
himself as Sam Chapman, loqua- 
cious and cock-sure of himself un- 
til the affair with Leslie. Rachel 
Hartzell as the saucy Joan is an- 
other good player in this short, 








nicely cast show. Still another 
score goes to Joseph Spurin-Calleta 
as the French butler. 

Operating nut should not be 
heavy which favors the chances of 
‘Honeymoon.’ ibee. 


Canton 


By Rex McConnew 





Move to have motion picture the- 
atre operators licensed, fails ip 
Canton when council tables report 
indefinitely. 

City council oke’s ordinance mak- 
ing possible payment of city thea- 
tre license fees quarterly, instead 
of annually. 

Ace Brigode and 14 Virginians 
play holiday dance engagement at 
Moonlight ballroom, Meyers Lake 
park, Canton. 

Dramatic stock at Grand drawing 
poorly and may fold soon. Troupe 
has been here four months on co-op 
basis for stage. 

Henry Busse plays third engage- 

ment in two months at Moonlight 
ballroom, recently to less than 200 
paid customers. 
Stick-up at Paramount, Youngs- 
town, by two bandits nets only $40, 
Same house held up a year ago 
handed over $1,300 to bandits. 

George A. Delis, Palace manager, 
gives kids a break every Friday 
afternoon when for three hours 
they are admitted for a nickel. 

Eddie Gilronan, manager Idora 
Park, Youngstown, is spending part 
of the winter as a dance booking 
agent with Dick Stevens, of Cleve- 
land. 

Gordon Kibbler, and his orchestra 
winds up two weeks at Crystal Slip- 
per in Cleveland and plays two 
nights for H. W. Perry, New Land 
o’Dance, Canton. 

Clem Knowles back as manager 
of Grey Wolf Tavern, Canton’s best 
known night club, reopened recently 
after being dark several weeks at 
the request of the sheriff. 

One local band in Youngstown is 
operating for 25% of the ‘gate’ at 
a two bit admission hall theatre 
Some others working as cheap as a 
dollar a man per evening. Most 
traveling bands coming into local 
ballrooms on percentage, with tak- 
ings not enough to pay expenses, 


Montreal 


Al. Douglas here. 

Partying Eddie English. 

Jimmy Cowan passes through. 

Ken Crone out of ‘Geographical 
Journal,’ 

Harold Moon organizing brace of 
orchestras, 

Li Shapiro masterminding for rid- 
ing articles, 

Paul Cadieux, Keith circuit, here 
visiting friends. 

Ken Large playing one-nite stands 
getting good biz on ether draw. 

‘Herald’ quits reviewing Sunday 
concerts, since tickets withheld. 

Jimmy Oastler ahead of ‘End of 
the Road,’ His Majesty’s Jan. 9. 

Ninety thousand Canadian radio 
fans fail to pay licenses. Will mean 
dues will be doubled next April. 

Charlie Dornberger’s amateur find 








—blues singer—queered by deb 
party butting in. Will be etherized 
later. 


Radios owned in Canada total 
771,436, averaging 74 per 1,000. 
Quebec second to Ontario with 562 
per 1,000. 

All theatres, nite clubs, speaks, 
cabarets, dance halls notified to quit 
shows after midnite by Police Chief 
Dufresne and police visited the main 
stems and the others Thursday (22) 
to give operators notice. Nothing 
done that nite, but managers will 
face court action if they ignore or- 
der. Xmas Eve midnite shows off 
at theatres in consequence, and New 
Years Eve also. Will kill nite life 
here if enforced. Dufresne has been 
visiting overseas and is adopting 
regulations in force there, 


Salt Lake City 


By Philip G. Lasky 








Fritz Kreisler to play here Jan- 
uary 14. 

Rialto closed for holidays. Re- 
opens Jan, 2. 

Plans for new Stadium theatre 
‘pooped out.’ 

Baroness Carla Henssen lectured 
at Kingsbury Hall. 

RKO-Orpheum staff pushing 
punch-boards madly. 

Three bathing resorts stay open 
despite heavy snowfall. 

Inquiries for legitimate attrac- 
tions from clubs on increase. 

Hill-billy program at KDYL 
growing popular despite it’s 6:30 
a. m. spot. 

Roy Long, RKO poster man, had 
his technical art book accepted for 
publication. 

RKO plans New Year’s frolic with 
stage show; vaude pulled several 
months ago. 

Reclamation conference had town 
swarmed with 11 governors from 
western states. 

B. D. Cockrill ‘spiels the latest in 
Hollywood’ every Saturday after- 
noon over local radio station. 





George Provol, KDYL trattic head, 
married Miss Pauline Largeleirre 
Dec. 24. Bride non-professional. 

Harry David, Publix division 
mer., reports satisfactory gate on 
F&M ‘Whoopee’ show, billed into 
Capitol as fi. stage show of this 
type in three years. Co-billed with 
Powell-Francis ‘One Way Passage’ 
at 65c. Subzero weather detri- 
mental 
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HANDLE WITH CARE 


(Continued from page 15) 


a sequence that makes the end of 
the story its best portion. 

Gangsters have planted a couple 
of gunmen in the assistant d. a.’s 
apartment ready to rub him out 
when he enters. Instead the two 
children crash in, intent upon bring- 
ing the young lover back to their 
aunt. Gunmen lock them in the 
kitchen and one of them makes his 
escape, tearing through the streets 
in search of a policeman, and 
gathering with him as he goes an 
army of other kids with the cry of 
‘Robbers’! Hundreds of kids crowd 
into the block, besiege the thugs 
and bring about their capture, all 
in a spirited finale. 

But the rest of the picture is 
lagging where it is meant to be 
tenderly sentimental, and over- 
sweet in its romantic angles. For 
purposes of comedy relief they have 
woven El Brendel! into the story 
in the capacity of a low comedy 
music teacher in the tenement 
where the girl and her charges live. 
It is his business to be funny in an 
eccentric comedy capacity and he 
works over hard at it in inept pas- 
sages that laborously build promise 
of a laugh climax and then never 
make good. Most of the sequences, 
both of comedy and romantic im- 
port are burdened with footage and 
detail and become tiresome before 
they achieve their end in the same 
way that the ponderous buildup of 
the kids cute stuff defeats its own 
ends. 

Trouble probably was that there 
was not enough story to support a 
feature length production and 
adapters and director were hard 
put to it to bolster it up with inter- 
polated detail, gag and incident. 

The Dunn role is conventional 
and tepid to start with and besides 
has been subordinated to the child 
interest so that we have a hero 
who plays second fiddle. It calls 
for suave and jaunty playing and 
Dunn doesn’t give it the proper tone, 
walking through it with an exag- 
gerated, toothsome smile of sweet- 
ness and light, not unmixed with 
a feeling of sheepishness of an 
actor caught in an uncomfortable 
acting position. 

Miss Mallory does much better, 
because her’s is a better sym- 
pathetic part and because she re- 
veals an improved ease in her play- 
ing technique. Girl looks to have 
a future. She is away from the 
type of formal beauty and achieves 
something of distinctive character 


both in personality and in her 
simple, artless address. She does 
one song number neatly in an 


agreeable contralto voice and gen- 
erally impresses favorably even in 
this role that leaves much to be 
desired in histrionic opportunity. 
The two youngsters are Buster 
Phelps and George Ernest, playing 
with the utter unconsciousness that 
seems to be the universal gift of 
children. Rush, 


FAST LIFE 


Metro production and release. Directed 
by Harry Pollard, from story, ‘Let’s Go’ 
by EK. J. Rath; adaptation by Byron Mor- 
gan and Ralph Spence, Co-features Wil- 
liam Haines, Madge Evans and Conrad 
Nagel. Film editor, Hugh Wynn; camera, 
Harold Wenstrom. At Capitol, N. Y., for 
week starting Friday, Dec, 23. Running 
time, 82 mins, 


8 eT eo eeeecececess William Haines 
Shirley .:.... eccecececesecessMadge Evans 
Burton eecccesecccccoseccoees conrad Nagel 
JAMESON ...ccccccecececcece- Arthur Byron 
SENET. Vouues beadekseeascees Cliff Edwards 
Halstead ssseeeeeeeees. Warburton Gamble 
Mr. Williams.....eee....Kenneth Thomson 
Van Vrinken... 86000 e004 Albert Gran 
MENUS shah dec sae dee stbantd Ben Hendricks 






ee 


A wisecracker’s successful at- 
tempt, after much trouble, to put 
over a speedboat engine invention, 
grabbing a shipbuilder's daughter 
en route, forms the basis for this 
one. It’s cut to order for Haines, 
who's still playing smart alecks and 
here, as mostly in the past, overdo- 
ing it. Or it’s getting stale stuff 
for most audiences and tearing 
down Haines’ boxoffice value. Per- 
haps Metro figures there's nothing 
else for Haines but this type of as- 
signment. 

Haines is a B draw generally, but 
‘Fast Life’ may do better in the 
hinterland communities than in New 
York due to its action. It’s sub- 
stantially an action film all the way 
through, and that won’t hurt any- 
wheres. 

At the Capitol, where it has a big 
stage show with it, and in other 
important ‘A’ houses of the country, 
it needs support. It can’t be too 
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tions seen in many a day. 


strong. There isn’t much to suggest 
for a campaign, but in the sticks 
and possibly to some extent in the 
major situations, word of mouth 
will aid. 

As thrilling a boat race as ever 
photographed and built up to a high 
pitch, with Pete Smith doing the 
offscreen dialog as though radio an- 
nouncing, arrives in the last reel. 
Regardless of all else, Haines in- 
cluded, this leaves a favorable im- 
pression. But try to sell a thrilling 
beat race in ad copy! 

For the first time, Pete Smith, 
looking as natty as Jimmy Walker, 
gets in the way of the camera lens. 
He isn’t in the footage for much 
longer than to intro himself and 
add: ‘in the flesh, not a cartoon.’ 

‘Fast Life’ is saved from being a 
bust to an important extent by Cliff 
Edwards as Haines’ sidekick and 
the picture’s gagster. Edwards can 
always be depended on to do pretty 
well, if not extra good, with comedy 
assignments. A former comic who 
used to make ’em laugh is also in 
the picture only for a bit and he’s 
unbilled. It’s Karl Dane. 

Haines and Edwards get out of 
the Navy with their speed engine 
and by a chain of novel circum- 
stances interest a Catalina ship- 
builder in it. Engine eveniually 
wins a cup for the U. S., and saves 
the shipbuilder from bankruptcy. 

Exciting chases with water cops 
after Haines and his pal make up a 
lot of footage toward the end, but 
before it there are many slow 
stretches and detail which should 
have had more attention in the cut- 
ting. Down to about 65 minutes 
would have been much better. 

Conrad Nagel goes heavy for the 
first time as a banker-bootlegger. 
Standing out strongly in the cast 
is Arthur Byron as the jovial old 
race king. Char, 


DYNAMITE RANCH 


KBS production and World Wide release. 
Starring Ken Maynard and ‘Tarzan’ 
(horse). Directed by Forrest Sheldon. 
Story by Barry Barringer. Cast: Ken May- 
nard, Ruth Hall, Alan Roscos, Arthur 
Hoyt, Martha Mattox, Al Smith, Geo. 
Pearce, John Beck, Jack Perrin. At Loew’s 
New York theatre, one day, Dec. 20, on 
double bill, Running time, 55 minutes. 





This carries more story than the 
usual western, but about the same 
delivery of action. Lines up nicely 
in its classification. 

Plot factors are not new, but well 
knit and the story advances with 
an even movement not always 
found. It can top a double bill and 
give a fair return in those houses 
where westerns can single and a 
few places where the average west- 
ern cannot. 

Yarn opens with a train holdup, 
frustrated by Maynard, who is 
abashed when he is told it is merely 
the playful western way of welcom- 
ing visitors to the ranch, Doris 
Collins falls for him hard, But it 
develops that the baggage car has 
been robbed during the faked stop, 
and as the only stranger around 
Maynard is under suspicion. He 
takes it on the run, but comes 
bobbing back again. 

The fight is handled by two other 
fellows instead of the star. It 
forms a work-up for the climax, 
which is a horse against auto chase 
in which the horse wins by cutting 
corners. 

Backgrounds and _ the interior 
sets good, the interiors being much 
above the western average, which 
helps’. pictorially. Camera work 
generally does the sets justice ex- 
cept when they go in for lighting 
effects in one or two spots. Sound 
all right but the cutting has been 
poorly done, with several of the 
scenes opening an instant before the 
players go into action. Apparently 
the footage was short and the cutter 
sought to save as much as possible, 
but it hurts the smoothness, though 
not noticeably. Arthur Hoyt has the 
comedy relief and handles it well. 
Martha Mattox, also on the comedy 
end, is swamped by the part. No 
chance to come through the trite 
drawing. Chic. 


A REPULO ARANY 


(‘Flying Gold’) 
(HUNGARIAN MADE) 


Budapest, Dec. 12. 

Osso production. Made on Tobis-Klang- 
film at Hunnia studios, Budapest. French 
and Hungarian versions. Production man- 
ager, Maurice Orienter. French version 
entitled ‘Rouletabille Aviateur,’ by Pierre 
Serge Veber, Hungarian version by Istvan 
Mihaly. Directed by Istvan Szekely, pho- 
tographed by Peverell Marley and Istvan 
Eiben. Music by G. van Perys. French 
cast: Leon Beliere, Roland Toutain, Alex 
Goth, Lisette Lanvin, Germaine Aussey, 
Maurice Maillot, Abel Dubois. Hungarian 
cast: Kabos, Gyergyai, Goth, Kertesz, Gel- 
lert, Eva Vass, Blanka Valery. 


Seldom has the opinion of the 
press and the public been so unani- 
mous in razzing a picture as in the 
ease of ‘Flying Gold,’ one of the 
silliest and most confused produc- 
Evident- 
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ly the scenario writers and the di- 
rector have seen so many Ameri- 
can. gangster and flying pictures 
that they got on their brain and 
resulted in this conglomeration of 
both. 

The story is mainly about a con- 
signment of gold sent by the Bank 
of France to Hungary by plane. 
Bandits shot down the plane near 
Budapest, but the police can find 
neither the bandits nor the remains 
of the plane. A clumsy correspond- 
ent of a Paris newspaper, a Buda- 
pest police reporter, a police in- 
spector and his daughter are fol- 
lowing up the tracks. They lead to 
a famous dancer, who is the police 
reporter’s mistress. There’s plenty 
shooting, the reporter pretends to 
be dead but isn’t, mail pigeons play 
an important part, finally the police 
inspector’s daughter is kidnaped by 
the bandits by plane. At the crucial 
moment the reporter is discovered 
stowed away in the plane. He goes 
for the bandit at the wheel, binds 
him, steers the machine safely 
home, and lives happily ever after 
with the police inspector's daugh- 
ter. 

Both the plot and the directing 
are handled in the most naive and 
often amateurish way. The Hun- 
garian version, shown here, is 
weak in the way of femmes, Kabos 
and Gyergyai, in the parts of the 
two reporters, would be good 
enough if the scenarists had put in 
sufficiently humorous bits for them. 
Eva Vass, about whom they made a 
big fuss, saying they had discov- 
ered a new star, proved disappoint- 
ment with neither voice nor looks. 
Blanche Valery is scarcely better. 

Presumably the French version, 
not shown here, is better cast, but 
that can hardly make up for defi- 
ciencies of scenario and directing. 
Neither can good photography. It 
seems a pity to nip Hungarian film 
production in the bud with such 
below-par productions. 


BiG TOWN 3 


Trojan production and Invincible re- 
lease. Featuring Lester Vail and Frances 
Dade. Directed by Arthur Hoerle. Story 
and adaptation by Hoerl, Walter R. Sheri- 
dan, asst. dir. Nicholas Rogelli and Don 
Malkames, camera. Bernard Rogan, edi- 
tor. Jack Miner, production mgr. Cast: 
Lester Vail, Frances Dade, John Miltern, 
Geoffrey Bryant, Edith Broder, Diane Bori, 
Alan Brooks, Bernard Randall, Thos. Hoier, 
A. J. Herbert; Shannon Day, Hershall May- 
all, Jas. La Curto, Walter Arnim, Glorian 
Grey, Ed. Bower. At Loew’s New York 
theatre, one day, Dec, 20, on double bill. 
Running time, 57 minutes, 





One of those pictures which, had 
it been a little better would have 
been a lot better. As is, it fails to 
click strongly and seems doomed to 
the lesser houses. 


Theme is familiar; newspaper edi- 
tor’s pursuit of the fake vice ex- 
terminating committee which ex- 
terminates only those it is unable to 
shake down. 

Photography is ambitious as to 
angles. Printing tone is often good, 
but most of it is poorly focussed and 
frequently there is a tremor. Ap- 
parently in the print since the rest 
of the show was steady. 

Sound is better than the dialog 
it records and the same dialog 
Slaps the players down. Lester Vail 
is a regular acting kid in this one— 
with gestures and facial by-play. 
Frances Dade also suffers from 
over-direction as does John Miltern. 
Goeffrey Bryant might have come 
through in @& more. convincing 
character. Chic. 


GAMBLING SEX 


Monarch production. Freuler release, 
Starring Ruth Halil and featuring Grant 
Withers. Supervised by Burton King and 
directed by Fred Newmeyer. Asst. dir. 
Henry Knight. Story, continuity and dia- 
log by F. McGrew Willis. Edw. Kull, cam- 
era. Fred Bain, editor. Homer Ackerman, 
sound. Cast: Baston Williams, John St. 
Polis, Jean Porter, Jimmy Eagles, Murdock 
McQuarrie. At Loew’s New York theatre, 
one day, Dec. 13, on a double bill, Run- 
ning time, 60 mins, 








This is the plot in which the so- 
ciety gal doesn’t get sense until she 
gambles away all her money, per- 
mitting the poor, attractive hero to 
sail in and poke the villain for a 
kayo and grab the lady for the fade- 
out. It has been done before, and 
often better, but just as often worse. 
Can top the team on a double bill, 
but can single in the B minus in a 
pinch, more on the names than the 
achievement. 


Leads are Grant Withers and Ruth 
Hall, the latter on loan from Metro. 
Her performance suggests that she 
is doing just what the director tells 
her, and that he is not always cer- 
tain just what he wants done. Now 
and then she achieves spontenaiety. 

Although the scene of the story 
is Miami with the racing there, the 
library shots show a bunch of moun- 





|}ida map. 
|terial is pretty poor and not helped 


| 


and 
| usual indie handicap of poor light- 
ing. Sound fair to middling poor. 


tains that do not exist on the Flor- 
Most of this cut in ma- 


any by sound evidently added in the 
studio, 

When the camera is traveling, the 
result is rather jittery, but in sta- 
tionary shots it’s not badly done, 
Miss Hall does not suffer the 


Chic. 
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THE MIDSHIPMAD 


(BRITISH MADE’) 


London, Dec. 10, 
A Gaumont-British production released 
through W & F Film Service. Directed by 
Albert de Courville. In cast: Jessie Mat- 
thews, Fred Kerr and others. Running 
time 85 mins. Previewed Capitol theatre, 
London, Dec. 8, 


A great hullabaloo ig being made 
in London in an attempt to pub- 
licize Jessie Matthews into a sen- 
sational film star. If she is to be 
judged by her work in ‘The Mid- 
shipmaid,’ the odds are against her. 

The film is an adaptation from 
the stage play by Ian Hay and 
Commander Stephen’  King-Hall, 
which was produced at the Shaftes- 
bury and voted a success. Plot is 
of small consequence, its princi- 
pal feature being the giving of a 
concert on board a British battle- 
ship stationed at Malta. 

Considerable fun is derived from 
this concert by the crew, which in- 
cludes A, W. Baskcomb in the same 
role he created on the stage, Rebla, 
the juggler, Condos Brothers as a 
dancing horse and Archie Glen giv- 
ing his familiar vaudeville imper- 
sonation of a souse dancing with a 
dummy. Then there is silly ass 
monocled gentleman, as done by 
Claude Allister, exactly as he did 
it in the States for years. This 
characterization means little or 
nothing in England, and is not the 
Britisher’s idea of fun. 

Fred Kerr, who heads the cast, 
has a thankless role, which he car- 
ries satisfactorily and Nigel Bruce 
is utterly wasted in a bit. The at- 
mosphere of the battleship is ad- 
mirable, indicating careful atten- 
tion to detail, and the direction is 
so speedy the specialists are given 
small opportunity to shine. Prob- 
ably the funniest portrayal is that 
of a bandmaster, well done by Ed- 
win Lawrence. The hokum low 
comedy went over strongly with the 
trade show audience. 

Director Albert de Courville has 
done a good job with the materiai 
at his disposal, and on the strength 
of the seven months’ run of the play 
in London, the picture is likely to 
get over nicely. Jolo. 


Paprika Kisasszony 


(‘Miss Paprika’) 
(GERMAN MADE) 


Budapest, Dec. 12. 
Universal-Tobis production. Made in Ber- 
lin with Tobis-Klang apparatus. Scenario 
adapted from a play by Max Reimann and 
Otto Schwartz, ‘Der Sprung in die Ehe.' 


Screen version by B. E, Luthge. Direction, 
Karl Boese. Music, Franz Wachsmann, 
Photography, Reimar Kuntze. Featuring 


Francisca Gaal and Paul Hoerbiger, Pre- 


sented at Forum theatre, Budapest, 





A very successful debut for Fran- 
cisca Gaal, popular Hungarian ac- 
tress, whom Universal has engaged 
for half a dozen pictures to start 
with. She has never acted in Ger- 
man before, and this scenario was 
so adapted that her broken German 
should figure as an asset. 

Picture is on the usual German 
comedy lines, with a few interpolat- 
ed numbers, but well directed and 
attractively cast. 

Miss Paprika is a Hungarian girl, 
bubbling over with temperament, 
who is visiting with her old school 
friend in Berlin. She is in love with 
her friend Otty’s brother-in-law, 
Paul, a young scientist. Disguised 
as housemaid, Miss Paprika man- 
ages to make him fall in love with 
her. There are sundry complications 
because Otty’s husband also starts 
a flirtation with the pretty house- 
maid, and the butler thinks she is 
his long-lost daughter, but with the 
help of Otty all misunderstandings 
are cleared up. 

Francisca Gaal has humor and 
personality and is different, a type 
not to be found among German ac- 
tresses. After another picture or 
two her accent, it is hoped, will 
probably be perfect enough for her 
to take parts where she is supposed 
to be German born. Universal's 
German production has gained an 
asset in the person of the Hun- 
garian actress. 

She has been in musicals as well 
as in straight plays during her stage 
career, and can sing and dance, 
though those are not her strongest 
points. Hoerbiger, in the part of 
the unworldly scientist, is excellent. 





Liebe auf den Ersten Ton 


(‘Love at First Sight’) 
(GERMAN MADE) 


Froelich Film GmbH production and 
Bild und Ton GmbH release. Musical com- 
edy after Heinrich Ilgenstein’s ‘Kammer- 
musik’ (‘Chambermusic). Manuscript, 
Walter Supper and C. Franz Landry, as- 
sisted by Felix Joachimson. Music Milde- 
Meissner. Lyrics: Carl Behr and C. Franz 
Landry. Direction Carl Froelich. Photog- 
raphy A. O. Weitzenberg. Recorded on 
Tobis-Klangfilm. Cast: Carl Joeken, Lee 
Parry, Lico Suhrmann, Tdizzi Waldemuel- 
ler, Adele Sandrock, Johannes Riemann, 
Hans Leibelt, Arthur Mainzer, Carl Ett 
linger, Rudolf Platte, Hugo Froelich, Lotte 
Holz. Running time 93 minutes. At Gloria 
Palast, Berlin. 


The silent picture made years ago | 
with Henny Porten and Livio Pav- | 
anelli in the leads was by far bet- | 
ter, funnier and fresher than this 


————a 
many ideas here, he 
actors quietly. Karl Joeke 
a tenor who would like to 
a singer of the court theatre and 
to get the title accepts the offer 
from the Duchy Liebenstein. 
Here he is to pretend to be une 
married. Many complications ene 
sue, as his wife and child follow 
him and the Duchess falls in love 
with the tenor. Karl Joeken is no 
actor, he does not even play a 
tenor convincingly, though in’ the 
actual life he is a tenor by profege 
sion. Lee Perry, his. wife, lookg 
nice and is well dressed. Lizzi 
Waldmueller as the Duchess in love 
manages her intricate part very 
discreetly and_ elegantly. Hang 
Leibelt as intendant of the Duchesg 
rates mention. He brings a charme 
ing comedy tone to the whole pice 
ture. Adele Sandrock scores with 
her deep voice and the rest of the 
actors fit into the picture. Sound 
and photography were good, the 
music by Milde-Meissner less than 
average, Magnus, 


HER FIRST AFFAIRE 


(BRITISH MADE) 


London, Dec. 8, 

A St. George-Sterling production, ree 
leased through Sterling Film Co. Directed 
by Alan Dwan. In cast: Ida Lupino, 
Diana Napler, Muriel Aked, Helen Haye, 
George Curzon, Harry Tate, Melville Gide. 
on. Running time 75 mins. Previewed@ 
Cambridge theatre, London, Dec. 7. 


n Playg 


This is the first St. George-Stere 
ling production, designed to inagu- 
rate a new series of British pice 
tures; it is the first English talkie 
to be directed by Alan Dwan; the 
first lead for Ida Lupino and is the 
first important talker role for Harry 
Tate. 

Subject is a trivial story adapted 
from a play of the same name, 
capably produced and directed, but 
it does not strike a higher level 
than a good British program fea- 
ture. 

The St. George-Sterling people 
evidently set out to make a quality 
picture and endeavored to provide 
the requisite equipment and acces- 
sories. But the story is altogether 
too machine-made in its unfolding, 
which is a common fault with film 
adaptations from stage plays. 

Story has to do with modern 
young girl who wants ‘experience’ 
before settling down to married life, 
She makes a. dead set for a popu- 
lar author, and the author's wife 
apparently aids and abets her. 

The psychological essence of the 
plot is not suitably brought out by 
young Miss Lupino, who is supposed 
to be an earnest, serious-minded 
but ingenious flapper. Somehow or 
other, she gives the effect of being 
‘wise’ beyond her years. This, dee 
spite youth and beauty. 

Harry Tate did moderately well 
as an intoxicated major, working 
opposite to Muriel Aked, who played 
a middle-aged susceptible spinster 
The class performances were by 
Diana Napier as the author’s wifa 
and Helen Haye as a dowager. 

It is a pity Alan Dwan was not 
provided with better material, in the 
matter of story and cast, for his inie 
tial entry into British —s, — 

olo. 


THE GREAT DRIVE 


(With Lecture) 
Chicago, Dec. 17. 

Composite war scenes edited from official 
and unofficial sources, including a number 
of British features never releaged in Amere 
ica. Running comment by Albert Rule, 
who, with Elwin Seymour of Butterfielé 
circuit, owns picture. At McVicker’s, Chie 
cago, opening Dec. 14, indef. Running 
time, 90 mins, 


This picture started to do busi- 
ness at McVicker’s the week before 


(Continued on page 55) 
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DOROTHEA ANTE: 


226 W. 72d St., New York Cit» 
My New Assortment of CHRIST +: 
GREETING CARDS Is Now Res. 
2 Beautiful CARDS and FOLDE&* 
Boxed, Postpaid, for 


One Dollar 








-~ 


“BE AN AUCTIONEER 


IN ONLY THREE WEEKS 
The FAMOUS ROBEY COURSE, contributed 
to by experts and giving the best and [aicst 
angles, is now printed by us in book form. 





picture, which promises only me- 


Too many authors have worked | 
some spots | 
advance. The direc- | 
did not have| 


Carl Froelich, 


Carefully condensed for quick reading, and 


contains hundreds of new ideas. America’s 
only undercrowded profession. Full price, $ 
postpaid. 

PROFESSIONAL PUBLISHING C0. 


713 








6518 Moore Drive, Dept. 
Los Angeles, Cal, 
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ABE THALHEIMER 

Thalheimer, 71, died of heart 
in his room at the 
N.V.A. Clud, New York. He had 
been a legit and vaudeville agent 
since the start of the century and 
“for the last 20 years a franchised 
Loew agent. He was one of the 


Abe 


: first Loew franchise holders, 


Originally from Syracuse, N. Y., 
and one of a large family, Thal- 
heimer came to New York with the 
Shubert brothers and became. that 
legit firm’s show booker. He was 
with the late Sam S. Shubert in the 
train wreck at Harrisburgh, Pa., in 
1906, in which the eldest Shubert 
brother was killed. Thalheimer 


pulled Shubert through the Pullman 
ear window after the crash in an 
attempt to save his life. Some time 
after Thalheimer left the Shubert 
employ. 

Thalheimer became the booker for 
Jake Wells’ road shows in the south 
and then drifted into vaudeville, 
eventually and permanently estab- 
lishing himself in the Loew office. 

A sister arranged for the shipment 
of the remains to Syracuse for in- 
termen there. Thalheimer never 
married. 


CLARENCE E. WHITEHILL 

Clarence E. Whitehill, 61, former- 
ly baritone with the Metropolitan 
opera co., died in his sleep of heart 
disease Dec. 19, at his home in New 
York. 

The singer had appeared with 
notable success both here and in 
European opera houses. He was 
discovered by Dame Nellie Melba 


VAMBOUNIS 


At Hudson, New York, Dec. 18, 1932, 


Theodore Vambounis of East Chatham, 
N. ¥. Funeral was held Tuesday, 


Dec. 20. Interment East Chatham. 





working as an express clerk. She 
interested eponsors who paid for his 
musical education, and he became 
particularly successful in Wagner- 
fan roles. He left the Metropolitan 
last sprink when the salaries wére 
cut. Recently he has been appear- 
ing as George Washington in var- 
fous celebrations. He was singu- 
larly like the first president in face 
and carriage. 

Survived by his widow 
brothers. 


and two 


DAVID H. PINGREE 

David H. Pingree, manager 
and late husband of Anna Eva Fay, 
died in Melrose, Mass., Dec. 23. 

He married the mystic in 1881 
and soon made her an outstanding 
theatrical success through an elab- 
orate system of gaining local in- 
formation which was used to an- 
swer the questions asked by the 
audience. These were written on 
trick pads one sheet of which was 
waxed. This was offset on the next 
lower sheet through the use of a 
hard pencil and ‘developed’ by 
dusting this sheet with graphite, 
which did not adhere to the wax. 

The act was stolen by. her son, 
John T. Fay, who worked with his 
wife, Eva. It was exposed by Louis 
N. Grannat and Chauncey Herbert, 
who had been aisle men with John 
Fay. 

Mrs. Pingree died about five years 
ago. 


72, 


JOSEPH C. SMITH 
Joseph C. Smith, 50, once a mem- 
ber of the team of Alexander and 
Smith, who introduced the Apache 
dance to this country, was struck 
by a truck Dec. 22 and taken to 
3ellevue hospital, where he died a 


few hours later. 
He was preparing to make a pro- 
duction of ‘Mme. Sherry’ with 


George W. Lederer, who produced it 


originally 20 years ago. His father, 
George C. Smith, was also a pro- 
ducer of musical comedy in an 


earlier generation and credited with 
having originated the type with 
‘Black Crow’ many years ago. 


COUNTESS DE CASTELVECCHIO 

Countess Josephine de Castelvec- 
chio Frabsilis, 68, known to the 
stage as Elouina Oldcastle, died in 


the French 








York, 


New 
widow of An- | 
interpreter in the | 
New York courts. She had appeared 
on the British stage with Sir Henry 
Irving and with the Augustin Daly 


hospital, 
Dec. 19. She was the 


thony Frabasilis, 


company here. She did not capital- 
ize her title. In 1902 she became an 
American citizen. She was a niece 
of Napoleon III and her title was 
authenticated. In recent years she 
had been in financial straits. 


CLAUD USHER 
Claud Usher died of heart trouble 
at his home in San Fernando, Cal., 
last week. He was of” the vaudeville 
team of Claud and Fanny Usher, 





Keith and 
appearing in such 
comedy sketches as ‘Tough Love,’ 
’Fagan’s Decision’ and ‘Bida-Wee 
Home.’ Thomas J. Fitzpatrick was 
their agent. 

About 10 years ago they returned 
from the stage to San Fernando, 
where they owned a ranch. 


long favorites on the 


other circuits, 


WILLIAM H. SANTELMANN 


Capt. William Henry Santelmann, 
69, former leader of the U. S. Ma- 
rine’ Band, died of a _ paralytic 
stroke at Chevy Chase, near Wash- 
ington, Dee. 18. 

Capt. Santelmann was the imme- 
diate successor of the late John 
Philip Sousa, when the latter re- 
signed to do concert work, and held 
the post for 29 years until his re- 
tirement in 1927. The longest ten- 
ure of any of the eight leaders of 
the band since its foundation 131 
years ago. Prior to that he was a 
member of the band under Sousa. 

He is survived by six children and 
a number of grandchildren. 


ELWOOD L. NEWHARD 


Elwood L. Newhard, 75, a former 
minstrel and later manager of the 
Academy of Music, Allentown, 
known for his translation into Ger- 
man of Gilbert and Sullivan’s ‘H. M. 
S. Pinafore,’ died at his home at 
Allentown. He was an Alderman 
during the last years of his life, 
having been elected to that office. 

During the war he organized the 
Veteran Minstrels. 


GEORGE MANNERS 


George Manners, 70, theatrical 
manager, died in Liverpool Dec. 13. 


‘He was a brether of Charles Man- 


ners, of Moody-Manners Opera Co., 


and had considerable experience 
managing his various companies, 
and also served in this capacity at 


Lane and the Palace the- 
atres, London. He was connected 
with the Moss Empires circuit, 
having been manager of the Em- 
pire, Liverpool, since 1908. 


Drury 


GRACE CASSIDY 

Grace Wiotte, 35, known profes- 
sionally as Grace Cassidy, died Dec. 
21 in Los Angeles, after a short 
illness. She was a chorus girl. 

Survived by her husband, H. Ar- 
mand de Massi of the Los Angeles 
‘Examiner,’ and two sons and an 
infant daughter. 


OLIVE H. CORBETT 

Mrs. Olive H. Corbett, 83, died in 
Amityville, L. I., Dec. 15 at the Ac- 
tors’ Fund Home, where she had 
been a guest for several years. 

She had a long stage career, in- 
cluding engagements with Jas. K. 
Hackett, Henrietta Crosman and in 
‘Trelawney of the Wells.’ 


OSCAR F. OSCHMAN 

Oscar F. Oschman, 79, died Dec. 
15 at Pittsfield, Mass., where for 
nearly 20 years he was doorman at 
the Colonial and Palace theatres 
when they were operated by Sulli- 
van Brothers. He also was at Sul- 
livan’s Empire in North Adams. 


FRED McGREGGOR 


Fred McGreggor, formerly with 
the Marx Bros., the ‘Follies’ and 
‘Desert Song.’ died suddenly at 
Long Beach, Cal., Dec. 12. 

WILLIAM McCUNE 


Col. Wm. McCune, 82, for 25 





years superintendent of Indians in 


| dow 


Fuffalo Bill’s wild west show, died 
in Omaha Dec. 19. Funeral at St. 
John’s Catholic church in Des 
Moines and burial in St. Ambrose 
cemetery. Survived by two sisters, 





a nephew and a niece. 


D. E. McINTIRE 
MelIntire, formerly executive 
F ox Studio, 
cide Dec. 22 by leaping from a win- 
of the St. Moritz hotel, New 
York. A complete account appears 
elsewhere in this issue. 


GEORGE M. JOHN 


George M. John, 76, long identi- 
fied with the theatrical business, 
owner of the Arcade theatre in 
Morgantown, W. Va., died recently 
in that city following a long illness. 
Burial was made in Morgantown. 


D. E. 
head at 





DAPHNE MARQUETTE 


Daphne Marquette, 48, press agent, 
died in the Monte Sano hospital, 
Los Angeles, Dec. 14, of pneumonia. 
She is survived by her husband, 
William De Freece, her mother, 
Florence Lawrence, dramatic edi- 
tor of the local ‘Examiner,’ two sis- 
ters and two brothers, 


John R. Barnett, father of Chester 
E. Barnett, clown with Sells-Floto 
and know as Bobo, of the team 
Bobo and Jojo, died at Los Angeles 
recently. Bobo, a professional clown 
since 1914, was filling an engage- 
ment with his partner during the 
Christmas holidays in the toy de- 
partment of a department store in 
Birmingham, Ala, 


Mother, 66, of Isham Jones, or- 
chestra leader and composer, died 
Dec. 12 at her home in Saginaw, 
Mich. Two other sons are also 
orchestra leaders, but under differ- 


ent names. Husband, who _ sur- 
vives, also a musician. 

Sister, 68, of Lucille La Verne, 
actress, died Dec. 17 at her home 
in Altadena, Calif. Death was 
caused by a heart attack. Sister 


and two daughters survive. 





Mrs. Ella Nirdlinger Nathan, 70, 
mother of George Jean Nathan and 
sister of Chas. Nirdlinger, died in 
Philadelphia Dec. 23, 





THE GREAT DRIVE 


(Continue from page 54) 


Christmas. There is no ready answer. 

‘The Great Drive’ is, what many 
will call it, simply a super-newsreel 
of the war. It is culled and edited 
from sources which have been at 
least partially exploited in the past. 
It happens to be rather an excep- 
tional job of editing and an in- 
telligent running comment has been 
synced onto the film. That in it- 
self can’t explain the _ surprise 
handed to Balaban & Katz, when 
they awakened to the pleasant rea- 
lization that a picture they had 
booked on a seasonal rain check 
simply to keep McVicker’s open was 
doing business. 

‘The Great Drive’ plays up the 
war, sells its horrors in a big way. 
Bayonets and flesh, trenches and 
corpses, faces and bullets and other 
as revolting scenes form the ma- 
terial which renders it distinctive. 
And this ghastliness is boldly ad- 
vertised. It is the selling point of 
the publicity campaign. 

Rule in the uniform of a sergeant- 
major is introduced at the start of 
the picture and thereafter continues 
the comment. He has a clear, 
rounded baritone register, and sports 
an adult vocabulary. He is fair and 
impartial, not too patriotic on the 
American side, and only succumbing 
to take one small dig at the fiscal 
habits of La Belle France. Other- 
wise no nationality could complain. 

Action Films of Chicago made the 
sound job, which is excellent. A 
few scenes are photographically 
blurred from over-exposure, but the 
images are easy on the optics in 
general. It is said film was exca- 
vated from a mountain of 1,000,000 
feet of official and unofficial archives 


from American, British, French, 
German, Austrian and Italian 
sources. 


Moral justification for the harrow- 
ing scenes is of course to preach 
against war. This is not over- 
stressed. That from a showman’s 
viewpoint is the open sesame to ex- 
ploitation possibilities. American 
Legion, clergymen, those for and 
those agin big armaments can be 
appealed to. Land, 


Coast Wage Claims 


Los Angeles, Dec. 24. 


Al Santell, through an assignee, 
brought Municipal court suit to col- 
lect a $100 lean from Max Dill. 

E. M. Doiron in Municipal court 
to enforce payment cf a $500 note 
signed by Russell E. Ball. 

Gore Brothers won a default 
in Superior court against 
Pallais, Jr., for $20,591, as rental | 





suit 





dne on the Grand, Main street. 
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GAYETY, MPLS. 


Minneapolis, Dec. 20 


Several months ago this report - 


visited the Gayety to catch a Unit 
Burlesque wheel performance. Ne 
saw a clean, pleasing show with 
capable principals and fairly good 
choristers. But the per- 
was devoid of stripping 
and smut. The house was practical- 
| lapsed. 


a futile effort to cater to burlesque 
fans with entertainment entirely un- 
objectionable to the reform element, 
this house, operated by its union 
employees on a co-operative basis, 
in desperation, has resorted to the 
old standby, stripping, with the re- 
sult that it again is making both 
ends meet, which amounts to con- 
siderable of an accomplishment in 
these drab days. What the bur- 
lesque public apparently wants is 
stripping, so they're giving it just 
that in liberal doses. 

The current offering, ‘Sweet 
Sweeties,’ has for its guest star 
the queen of all strippers, Hinda 
Wausau, filling an engagement here 
while waiting for the new Billy 
Rose revue to blossom forth on 
Broadway. Miss Wausau is a local 
favorite with a large following 
among strip devotees. Whereas the 
house was virtually empty when 
this reporter visited it during the 
non-stripping days, it held on this 
sub-zero afternoon a half-filled 
lower house, despite the proximity 
of Christmas and the theatre’s out- 
of-the-way location. And the en- 
thusism, so lacking before, was very 
much in evidence during the strip- 
ping exhibitions which alone copped 
audience applause. 

The performance closely adheres 
to the age-old burlesque formula. 
Infantile comedy skits are sand- 
wiched in between chorus ensemble 
numbers which always start out 
with a woman principal singing and 
wind up with her stripping. The 
stage is almost bare of investiture 
and the settings and hangings are 
those used every week. The scanty 
costumes have cheapness written all 
over them. Little talent is in evi- 
dence among the principals and the 
gags, jokes and comedy business 
are antiquated and unfieny. The 
15 chorus girls are unattractive and 
have no dancing ability. But the 
customers apparently don’t care. 
They have come for the stripping 
and they get plenty of that. 

To the management’s credit it 
must be said that the performance 
is virtually free from smut or dirty 
comedy business. But the only thing 
that interested this particular audi- 
ence or aroused it to applause was 
the stripping accompanied by more 
or less hot torso twisting. On this 
bitter cold day maybe this torrid 
stuff was what the folks needed to 
warm '’em up. But with the chill 
breezes penetrating the theatre it 
must have been hard on the strip- 
pers. 


The stripping routine never 
varied an iota. Celophane bras- 
sieres. The torso wiggling, how- 


ever, was rather mild. The strip- 
ping exhibition was repeated with 
not the slightest variation through- 
out the performance, but, if the ap- 
plause was any criterion, the repe- 
titions didn’t rob it of its kick or 
satiate the customers. 


Miss Wausau got a big hand on 
her entry at the ends of the first 
and second acts. She is probably 
on for about 10 minutes all told. A 
striking blonde with considerable 
of a figure and exceptionally well 
formed busts, she strips completely 
during her dances, winding up with 
only a very narrow loin cloth for 


adornment. The rub, however, is 
that the stage is semi-dark. An 
attempt at singing is pathetic, but 


She struts about and goes through 
her wiggles, torso twist,ing and 
other gyrations, supposedly con- 
stituting interpretative dancing, 
with rather effective abandon. The 
extent of her ability is problemati- 
cal, but’ Billy Rose _ evidently 
thought enough of her dancing skill, 


stage appearance, or, mayhaps, 
stripping artistry, to engage her for 
his next revue. Rees. 





Burlesque Placements 


Milton Schuster, Chicago, made 
the following placements: 

Holly Leslie, Bobby Burns, Con- 
chita, Empress, Cincinnati; Four 


Al- 
Bert 


Monitors, Clark and Mastro, 
drene Weston, Frances Lerch, 
Smith company, National, Louis- 
ville; Molly Manor, Lela Wood, 
Grand, Peoria, lll.; Kenney Brenna, 
Neryda, Shufflin Sam from Ala- 
bam, Star and Garter, Chicago; 
Saunders and DeHaven, Gayety, 
Baltimore. 


Empire Whee! 


Week December 26 
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St Modern, Prov ence, 


tep Lively G ris 





After almost starving to death in LS eaet of 





| Caes 


CINCY 200 GOES UNDER 


CIVIC BOARD ON JAN. 1 


Cinctini Dec. 24, 
Ned Hastings, who managed 
| Keith’s theatre here for 14 vears as 
ja two-a-day vaude house, becomes 
| press agent and promotional mane 
ager of the Zoo Jan. 1, when the 
park passes to the control of a new 
directors made up of civic 


leaders. 


On that date Charlie Miller’s 
resignation as business manager 
becomes. effective. Miller served 
that position since 1916 and re- 
ceived an annual salary of $5,000 


and a 17% cut of certain clubhouse 


receipts. He refused to continue 
at $3,000 per year. Rudy Benson, 
who handled publicity for years, 


also is out. 

The Zoo claims the third largest 
animal collection in this country 
and has amusement park features. 
Of late years the enterprise has 
dipped in the red for about $30,000 
annually, the deficit being made up 
by wealthy citizens. If opera is 
continued it will be by the backing 
of individuals, 





Auspices Circus Gets 
Promoter Into Cooler 


Lexington, Dee. 24, 

Hubert B. Shive, promoter of an 
indoor circus, spent two days in jail 
here when performers obtained an 
order for his arrest after his al- 
leged failure to pay the acts for 
three days’ work. The order for 
arrest was dismissed in a magis- 
trate’s court when Shive confessed 
judgment in 22 civil suits filed by 
performers and employes. In con- 
fessing the judgments Shive sus- 
tained attachment of his automo- 
bile to satisfy the claims, which to- 
taled $500 

Zero weather prevailed and at- 
tendance was small. Shive said he 
lost money and was unable to pay 
the performers. Old Ladies’ Home 
auspices failed to help the circus, 


Ky., 





BURLEY BACK IN N. 0. 


Dauphine Gets a New Bankroll for 
Stripper Show 


New Orleans, Dee. 24. 
Fresh bankroll and new backer 
for stock burlesque at the Daue 
phine, where undraped travesty 
again made its bid for patronage. 
House Feopenes Xmas eve. 


Tex. Fair Nets $10,000, 
Attendance Up 68,620 


Dallas, Dec, 24, 
In spite of general conditions, 
Texas state fair cleared $39,485.56 


for the ‘32 session. Attendance 
jumped 68,620 over 1931 to boost the 
total gross to $319,347.59. Around 
200 G’s of this came from attrac- 
tions, including ‘Dream Girl Fol- 
lies’ (Alice Joy), Hoot Gibson’s ro« 
deo, concessions, and football. Lat- 
te~ conspicuous as dwindling gate 
puller. 

Fair got its real break in weather. 
Otto Herold, who took initial crack 
at the prexy post last year, re- 
elected for ’33. 


B. and O. Routes 


(Continued from page 48) 








Wesley. Jos.. 

West, Ray, 
Cal. 

eee 


317 12th Ave., 
Pacific Coast C., 


Milwaukee. 
Long Beach, 
Jos., 


617 Adams Ave., Scranton, 


ae} 


Ww hidden, Ed, 125 Dikem 
Whedden, Jay, Miramar i, on 
ca, Cal 
Ww hiteman, Paul, 
Whityre, Everett, 
Wiillamson, Ted. 
‘harleston, S. C. 
Wilson, Billy, Du Pont H., 
Wilson, Clare, Madison Gardens, 
Wilson, Meredith, NBC, 8. F. 
Winebrenner, WwW. 8., 207 Frederick St., 
Hanover, Pa. 
oe k, AL, 


Brooklyn, 
Sa nta, Moni- 


Biltmore H., N. Y. 
New Hartford, N. Y. 
t#lie of Palms H., 


Wilmington. 
Toledo, 


1808 T St, Sacramento, 


‘Wittstein, Eddie, New Haven. 


Wolf, Leo, Vanity Fair C., Chicago. 
Wolfe, HKube, c-o Fanchon & Marco, 
Holly wood. 
Wolphan, Johnny. E! Patio B. R., 8. FB. 
Wray, Robby, KFOX, Long Beach, Cat, 
Wright, Joe, 410 Mi ls Blig., 8. F. 
Wunderlich, F., 1587 E. 19th St., Bklya. 
Wylie, Ailister, Coronado H., St. L. 
Y 
Yaw Ralph, KERN, Bakersfield, Cal, 
Young, Mart 4300 Pershing Dr., EA 
P 
z 
Ziller, Les, Virginia B. R., Long Beach, 


Zooper'’s Arabian Knights, Keego Herboe, 
Lake, Mich. 
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t 
) Formerly President | 

Advance Trailer Service Corporation 

| Has Purchased Completely 

R ART PROD. INC. 

producers of 

| | F 

. >ANLOGUES 

i| and 
a4 25 Everywhere Are Booking | 

Art Film Novelties— : 

1 e Great Entertainment 
a] SHORTS THAT MAKE hese Times! 

| YOU LONG FOR MORE ® 

MASTER ARTA PRODUCTS, INC 

"E’ SCHWARTZ, President. 


| 630 Ninth Avenue 
CHICAGO 


New York City 
LOS ANGELES 
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